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In the Preſe hk wall be publibed, 


A New, Enlarged, and very beautiful Edition, handſo 
printed in Four neat Pocket Volumes, adorned with ups 
of Four Hundred correct Figures, and elegant Frontiſpieces, 
from organ OP. Price 10s. neatly bound. 
THE 
| BEAUTI ES OF THE CREATION; 


Ox, a New Moxa SYSTEM or 


NATURAL HISTORY, 
Delineating the moſt curious and beaũtiful ua Birds, 


Inſects, Trees, and Flowers; with defcriptive Reflections on 


their Virtues and fingular Properties, ſerving to inſpire 


Youth of both Sexes with Humanity towards the Brute 
Creation, and bring them early acquainted with the wang of 


ful Works of the Diyme Creator. 


Printed for G. Riv, Bookſeller, No. 33, Lud, ate Street z 


| 1 ſold by 8. Hazard, er, Ba 

; — — — 
In Six Neat Portable Volumen, 
(Handſomely printed on a fine Paper,) 

Adorned with upwards of Three Hundred Embelliſhments, con- 

fiſting of Figures to illuſtrate Fabulous Hiſtory, correct Me- 

dallion Likeneſſes, and Dreſſes, of Different Nations; Price 
only 125. neatly bound, or 28. 6d. ſeparate. 


A New, Enlarged, and Elegant Edition, of 


RILEY's HISTORICAL POCKET LIBRARY; | 


CONSISTING OF 


1. n MrTroLoGy | 4. Roman History 
2. Ancient Hisronv, | 5. Hisroxv or ENGLAND. 
3. HisToxy or GREECE, 6. GEOGRAPHY. 


The Whole forming a correct and comprehenſive Syſtem of 
Hiſtorical Information, for the Amuſement and Inſtruction of 
the Young Nobility of both Sexes, upon a Plan entirely new. 
Particul a 


important and intereſting Subje 


G. Riley begs Leave to refer thoſe Gentlemen . who take in the 
Monthly or Critical Reviews, and the Gentleman's and General Ma- 
gazines, for a Character of the above Publications, 


\ 


adapted for the Uſe of Boarding-Schools, and the 
peruſal of thoſe who with to acquire a — edge of the above 
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1 n 22 4 ian ite Ng 5 2113. ' 
HIS c county is Independent of abſolute 8 
T controul; and, although it is at preſent 1 
repreſented by che brothers of peers, it is nat — 
under the immediate influence of either. In the | 
year 1776, Sir Joſeph Mawbey, bart. upon the | 
death of Mr. Scawen, one of their repreſentatives, 

became a candidate, inthe intereſt of the-yeomenry, 

He was oppoſed by the late Sir, Francis Vincent, 

who | had the ſupport of the ariſtocracy, and | 
- ww now-Lord Grantley, 
who had the. countenance of the adminiſtration 
of chat day; but, notyichſtanding theſe powerful | | 
You . i B exertions 


1 ; : = 


** 


— — 


2 . „. 


exercions; which were uffck againſt kim be ws 
finally victorious. The next inſtance that the 
freeholders gave of their independence was, in 


the conteſt between Admiral Keppel and the Hon. 


Thomas Onſlow, when the former gentleman was 
returned by a majority of fix hundred. Upon 
the admiral's being called up to the houſe of 
lords, Lord Althorp, now Earl Spencer; was choſen _ 
in his ſtead. The death of this nobleman's 

father occaſioned another vacancy. for this 
county, when Sir Robert Clayton was elected, 


This gentleman however gave ſo much umbrage 
to the people, and' became ſp unpopular, from 


the ſupport which he gave the Coalition, that in 
the year 1734:the' Hon, William Norton was tlie 


object ofrheir-choice; and Sir Robert wus Thromn 


out. At the laſt election there was a croſs poll; 
the three candidates: oppoſed each: other; when 
Lord William Ruſſell and Captain Finch __ 
openly ww my mms, gov. tl | 


fs 


ANCIENT STATE. 


The county of Surrey was/ thus- called from 


origin to the Saxon word Sib, which fignifies 


— 
» 4 
— ..Y 
.....- ſouth, 
- 


- 


s .- Hs 4, 
fouth, and Reo; river which it received from its. 
being ſituated on tha ſouth fide of the Thames; 
11 is bounded on the eaſt by Kent; an the ſoutha 
by Suſſer ; on the welt, by Berkſhite and Hamp- 
ſhire;- and on the north, by Middleſex: extend- 
ing thirty-eight miles in length, from caſt to weſt, 
_ twenty=three fuiles from notth to-ſouth; e 
abe rwenty miles in circuraſerences! . 


| This coumg is patt ot dhe 3 

by the Regni, int the time of the Romans. Many 
conſiderable antiquities have been found here, 
particularly the famous Military Way, called 
Stone; ſtreet, which is Kill viſible in many places. 
Here have alfo been found Roman tiles, inedals, 
tolals; cnc vin ang he poniing of Fawn empe 
| and towns, | 


Unser the Sxoti bepearchy i cont be⸗ 
longed firſt to the kingdom of the South Saxoris 5 
but it was at length conquered, nant; pea en 
ings gets oo 95 rooxgg n 


Surrey is divided imo thirteen hundreds. 1e 
lies in the province of Canterbury, and divceſs 
of Wincheſtc?, and lan one hundred and forty” 

| | 32 . _ pariſhes 


2 4 a ö pe . _ 
4 SURRE 


pariſhes; in which are thirteen market towns; 
VIZ. Chertſey, Croydon, Dorking, Epſom, u 
Farnham, Godalming, Guildford, | Haſlemere; 

Kingſton, Ryegate, Southwark, and Woking be. 
ſides twoancient boroughs, which have no markets, 
viz. Bletchingly, and Gatton. It ſends fourteen 
members to parliament, viz. two Knights of the 
ſhire for the county, and two members for each 
of the following boroughs, —Southwark, Guilford, - 
n 1 pet * Gatton. 
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SOUTHWARK, | 


ey ro eatie fis. 


| "THIS borough is not under influence i in any 
degree, or of any kind, .owing to its great popu- 
lation and opulence, and the right of election be- 
ing veſted 3 in the inhabitants, houſckeepers, pay- 
ing ſcot and lot. — It conſiſts of five. pariſhes, - 
St. John's, St. Olave's, St. Thomas's, St. George's, 

and St. Saviour's. Chriſt- church pariſh formed a 
part of this borough by che charter of Edward VI. 
but owing to diſuſe it has loſt the privilege of 
n, well as great part of the pariſh of St. 
Saviour, 


N SOUTHWARK, 1 
Saviour,” which is called the Clink Liberty. The 
pariſh of Chriſt-church is on the ſouth ſide of 
Blackfriars-bridge, and was formerly part of the 
pariſh of St. Saviour, but has been ſeparated by 
act of parliament. This pariſh, in conjunction 
with the Clink Liberty, has undoubtedly a right to 
ſuffrages, in common with the other pariſhes of 
the borough; and it is in agitation to petition 
parliament, at 4 future election, for a re- eſta- 
bliſhment of thoſe, rights, which have been loſt 

for want of uſage. Southwark is one of the 
twerity-ſix wards of che city of London, and is 
called, in the city records; the ward of Bridge 
Without, though ir has not, in common with the 
other wards of the city, the election either of an 
alderman or common council; the former being 
choſen by the court of aldermen, from amongſt 
ſuch of chat body as have ſerved the office of 

| wo Tord-mayor ; 11 the choice 8 _ the 
ſenior. e 2 
1, Ao ot on ment fin e | 

The kane tene have n ici s Ab cor- 2 
poration of London, for the ſame liberty which 
is exerciſed by all the other wards, of electing 
their o: aldermen and common: council; and as 
-thecity of London have eee exif 
2 2785 in 


3 


4 * me 


5 $0.UTHWARK, 


in the court of Common Bleag, which confirms 10 
them the privilege of an excluſive juriſdiction 
over this borough, it is preſumed that this ancient 
right will be extended to them; a fight which 
has its foundation in juſtjce, and which pught-tq | 
be a leading -feature in every conſtitution which 
has for its okject the liberty, ſecurity, and FAO. 
ſperity of t the community are 


| Gente which, giant n 
as a part of we have reſerved for pak 


| either in the number af its houſes or inhabitants; 
it extending, like London, along the banks of 
the Thames, joining ſeveral villages which were 
Formerly at a conſiderable diſtance, particularly 
FHorſleydown and Rotherhithe on the caſt, and 
Lambeth on the weſt. From north to ſouth * 
extends, in the broadeſt part, from London bridge 
to Newington Butts; but what is more properly 
termed Southwark, is included in the Pariſhes 
of St. John, St. Olave, St. Saviour, St. Thomas, 
St. George, and eee All of ich are 
we extenſive, 


| SOUTHWARK | „ 


St. Olave's, Southwark, which is of conſider- 

able antiquity, is mentioned ſo early as the year 
1481 ; but, part of the old church falling down. in 
ereced.in 1749. It is a rectory in the gift of the 
crown, and che incumbent's profits are ſaid to 
amount eee a year. 


a very ancient church, ſeated to the ſouth-weſt of 
the bridge ſoot. In the place where it ſtands was 
a priory of nuns, ſounded:hy ane Mary, a virgin, 
the owner of a ferry over the Thames, before | 
London-bridge was built. This priory was ſome 
time alter converted. into a college of prieſta; but 
in the year 1106 it was.refounded by the biſhop of 


Wincheſter and two Norman knights, far-canons. - 


regular ; and from its dedication to the Vigin 


Mary, and its ſituation, was called St. Mary 
Overie, that is, St. Mary over the river. This 
edifice being deſtroyed: by fire, about the year 
1207, was ſoon. after rebuilt; and Petet de Ru- 
pibus, biſhqp of Wincheſter, added to it a ſpacious 
chapel, which he dedicated to St. Mary Mag- 
dalen. * monaſtery and conventual church 
B 4 were 


— 


8 SOUTHWARK. 


were rebuilt in the reigns of Richard II. and 
Henry IV. and, at the general ſuppreſſion, were - 
ſurrendered to Henry VIII. upon which the 
pariſhes of St. Mary Magdalen and St. Margaret 
' purchaſed the conventual church of king Henry, 
and were the next year united by act of parlia.” 
ment; and the church being then repaired; was 
called by the new -name of St. Saviour. This 
church is a rectory in the gift of the pariſh ; and 


| che profits ariſing to the two chaplains, are ſkid 


enen to eee of zool. per annum. | 
St. Thomas 8. which i is | ſeated on the nj fide 

of St. Thomas's ſtreet, was erected: for the uſe of 

the hoſpital of the ſame name; but the number 


of houſes and inhabitants near the hoſpital greatly 


increaſing, this church was rendered Parochial, 
and a chapel erected i in the hoſpital; for the uſe 
of the patients. This church is neither a rec- i 
tory nor a vicarage, but a kind of i impropriation, 
nee ee * | my 


St. George 8 arids at the ſouth-eatt" corter 
of St. Margaret's hill. There was a church in 
this place before the ang in which” was taken 


.»- Jowtt 


* 


SOUTHWARK. 9 


down in 1734, and the preſent ſtructure was 
finiſhed in 1736. This church is a rectory in the 
gift of the crown, n to eee eee 
220l. A Comme as * 36's 

Chriſt-church, which is fituated by the weſt 
fide of the road, near the foot of Black-friars 
bridge, is a regular and well conſtructed 'brick* 
building, erected with little expence, ſince the 
year 17 37, when the foundation of the old church- 
gave way. This church is a re&ory, the patro- 
nage of which is in the heirs and aſſigns of John 
Marſhal, of the borough of Southwark, gent. 
who cauſed the old church to be erected, by 
leaving in the year 1627 the ſum of 70ol. for 
that purpoſe, with an eſtate of 601. a year towards 
the ſupport of the miniſter: and the inhabitants 


applying to parliament in 1706, it was made : 


a diſtinct pariſn, independent of chat of St. S5 | 
Wer ESE 335 


To wete churches we mall add thoſe of St. | 
Mary Magdalen Bermondſey, and St. Mary 
Rotherhithe, which are joined to the caſt end 
of this extenſive borough. The former is ſitu- 
ated on the ſoutk-weſt corner of Bermondſey- 
4 
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ſtreet, vulgarly called Barnaby - ſtreet, and is 
dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, the ſiſter of 
Lazarus. It appears, from the Conqueror's 
ſurvey, that a church of the ſame name was 
 fituated on the ſame ſpot, in the time of the 
Saxons ; but the preſent ſtructure was erected, in 
1680. The advowſen belongs to lay patrons, and 
the profits of the incumbent are {aid to amount ta 
about a00l. per annum. St. Mary Rotherhithe is 
church had- ſtood about two hundred years, when 
being in a ruinous condition, the inhabitants ap- 
plied to parliament in 2736, for leave to pull it 
don; and the preſent ſtructure was finiſhed in 
1789. This church is. a rectory in the gift of a 
lay patron, and the profits ariſing to the incum- 
dent are ſaid to amount to above 1591, a year. 
St, John che Evangeliſt is one of the fifty new 
churches ordered to be built by act af par- 
liament, and was finiſned in 1732; when the 
diſtrict of Horeſleydown, being ſeparated from 
St. Olave's, as, by act of, parliament, eonſtituted 
granted by parliament, to be laid out in Janda. 
tenements, .&c. in fee- ſimple, and the church- 
wardens to pay the rector the additional ſym of 
bal. to be raiſed by fees ariſing from burials. 

oy Southwark 
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Southwark is mentioned in hiſtory i in che year 
1952, when we are told that Earl Godwin arrived 
there with a powerful fleet, and having caſt an, 
chor:till the return of the tide, paſſed London- 
bridge without oppolition, in order to engage the 


royal navy, which conſiſted. of fifty ſhips of war, 


lying oppoſite to Weſtminſter. However, affairs 
being accommodated between the king and the 


its own bailiff till the year 1327, when the city 
of London, finding great inconvenience from. che 
 ofeapoof the malefaCtary.thicher, out of the reach 
and cognizance. of the city magiſtrates, obtained 
a grant, by which the mayor of London was 


conſtituted bailiff of Southwark, and impowered 
to govern it by his deputy. However, the inha- 


bitants, ſome time after, recovered thair former 
Privileges, which they enjoyed till King Edward 


VI. granted Southwark to che city of London, for 


the ſum of 6471. 28. 16.,; and about a month after 
the paſſing of this patent, Southwark was made 
ane of the city wards, named Bridge Ward 
Without, in conſideration of the city's paying to 


— 


n 3 geverned by 


* 
＋6——— + - ws 


— Pa ang 


. 
f 


| "berry, in which the lord mayor's ; 


PER 


e cromn an additional ſum 1 500 marks ; 
Rs the number of aldermen was in- 
creaſed from twenty-five to twentyrſix, a new 
one being choſen to govern that borough. Hence 
Southwark has ever fince been conſidered as ſub- 
ject to the lord-mayor, Who has under him a 
ſteward and bailiff, the former of whom regu- 


larly holds a court of record, in the 5 r. 


St. Margaret's hill, for all debts; darnages, and 
treſpaſſes within his limits ; and the lord mayor 
proclaims a fair held at Southwark on the 1 — * 


— n 2 i 
8 2 * 12 2 4 1 1 ar} 


* 5 * — — 1 6 p 7 *Þ » 28 
e i 319 eee FRO Et 


1 is divided into two parts: this egi 1 


liff holds the above courts; and the Cal or 
Manor f Southwark, which is ſibdivided into 
the Great Liberty, the Guildhall, and the King's 


| Manor; for each of which ſubdiviſions, *a'Court- | 
leet is held, where the conſtables, , ale-conners; and 


l flcſh-tafters, are choſen, and other buffneſs tranſ- 
acted. The Clink Lberty is under the —.— 
of the biſhop of Wincheſter, who, befides à court 
ect keeps” a'coutt of fecord here, by his gear 

a ind bail bor {os of deckt, b, uriaiged, and tret- 

0 Ai & 4549 10 Rl 7 paſſes; 


244 
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* 


Nis Court-lects ee ee 
. neben * 5112 Poll, 2nd get 
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F 
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under the lord-lieutenant of the cnmpat rey, 
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" Ovposrts the "weſt 2 of! Py Gees: 
church was anciently a magnificent” | ſtructure, 3 
belonging to the Duke of Suffolk, wich coming 
to Henty VIII. he erected a mint in it for the 
- coining of money; it being afterwards. pulled 

down and converted into ſtreets, "they fill re- 
tained the name; and it being a privileged 
place, it became 4 harbour for bankrupts and 
debtors, | to which awd fled, "in Sree to Oe 


their reckt. 
ene . Dei ie 


29 1 


8 Though the privilege of this plice Hf) taken 
away, in the reign of William III. they ſtill kept 
their ſtation, ini defiance of the laws, and of the 
civil power, ull an act of parliamerit was made in | 
the latter , end of the reign of king Nee I. ; 
which obliged them 1 to > diperſe. AMR rode | 
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I senen of $outifwatins 


m this borough: were anciently a number of 
brothels, called the ſtews, ſituated: on the ban 


fide, Southwark, and licenſed by the biſhop of 


Wincheſter. At firſt there were eighteen of 
theſe- houſes, but afterwards. twelve were only, 
allowed. They ſtood in a row, and had figns on. 


their fronts facing the Thames, which were not 


hung out, but painted on the walls ; as the Car- 


dinal's Hat, the Croſs-keys, the Bell, the Caſtle; 


the Swan, the Boar's Head, &. Theſe houſes 


act of parliament in the reign of Henry II. 


| which were to be. obſerved, under the penalty 
of ſuffering great pains and puniſhments. No 
_ fingle woman, deſirous of forſaking her fins, 


was to be kent againſt her will z and every lewd 


woman was forbidden the rites of the church, 
and denied Chriſtian burial, if ſhe was not recon- 
ciled to the church before her death» Hence 


| there was a plot of ground, termed the ſingle 


| woman's church-yard,. appointed for theſe lewd - 


women, at a diſtance from the pariſh-church, 
Thefe lewd. houſes were put down by order of 
King Henry VIII. in the year 1 546, when it was 


proclaimed by found of trumpet, that the ſtews 


ſhould 


oon of sourNWAAEk. 11 


ſhould be no longer privileged and uſed as com- 


| mon "brochels, 


Cantonarton. | 
th ia under the juriſdiction of the corporation 
4 London, 20 
Rionr or — 


1702, 10 Nov. Is only in ihe inhabitants 
| thereof paying { ſcot and lot. 


1714, 29 June, — inhabiting 
in the Mint, or rules of the Queen's-Bench, in 


gte borongtl' of Sduthwark, and paying a rent of 


ten pounds per annum, or upwards, have not a 


F | 


within the faid' borough.” | 
It 22 8 in the negative, 


. | Ruruamin 8 


| Nuuvzk or Vorens, 
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1 BLETCHINGLY. 


_ THis borough, which conſis of about ſixty 
fmall houſes, is a proper companion to Gatton, 
from which it is not more than three miles 
diſtant. The right of voting is burgage-tenure, 
and the lord of the manor's bailiff was the 
returning- officer; ; but by the laſt - reſolution of 


the houſe of commons in 1723, he was de- 
prived of that office and the borough has now 


- the ſingularity of ſending two members to par- 
liament, without a mayor, conſtable, or any 
other legal officer, who can claim the excluſive 


| | exerciſe of- that authority. We have ſeveral 


| inftances of boroughs without electors, but this 


is the only one that preſets irſelf without a 


ceturning-officer. TIS * 


Sir Robert Clayton is ſole proprietor of the 


majority of burgage-tenures, and of courſe has 
the appointment of the repreſentatives, 


Aueizur rar. ee 


© Blerchingly is a. nib which has no 
marker, though it ſends two members to par- 
liament. 


* 


Fr.” * 1 3% 
174 ” 4 . 
NONE. 
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DLETERINGLY, ” | T7 


10 ft had a caſtle, which was long fince 
demoliſhed by the forces of Henry III. at which 
time the town itſelf was laid in ruins, The 
place where the caſtle ſtood is now a coppice ; 


but ſore remains of it are ſtill viſible, parti- 


cularly/a piece of a wall, five feet thick, from 


F wo. into Suſſex and 
Hecwpthire. 


| This plc ſen to Parliament 23 Edward I 


Ricurt or ELzcT10N. 


Is in the borough-holders oa. vichour the : 


$ ' 


bail N 


1 due - 


Nins or Vorzus. 


The number of burgage-holds are 90, but are 
all the property of an individual, 


Parkox. 


> 855 Robert Clayton. 


4 : 
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8 RTEOATE. 


THE right of voting is in the freeholders 
of the borough. The Earl of Hardwicke and 
Lotd Somers have bought up all the frecholds in 
it, each of whom appoints an attorney in the 
town as their agents, as well in elections as other 
buſineſs, The property being nearly equally 
divided between theſe two noblemen, each pro- 
cures the return of one member for a near rela- 
tion or a particular friend. The former noble. 
man's brother, the Hon. Joſeph Sydney Yorke, 


and the latter's ſon, the Hon. John Somers 


Cocks, are the preſent members. This circum- 
ſtance alone is ſufficient to prove where, and in 
what degree, influence and authority prevail here, 


f how far the electors are ſuffered to exerciſe 


their judgment and their choice in the election of 
their repreſentatives. 


| AncrenT Stare. 


Reygate, or Ryegate, 1s a town ſeated in a 
| pleaſant valley called Holmſdale, from the holm- 
trees that abound in it. The name of this town, 
| | | which 


RYPEOATE | 19 


which, in Saxon ſignifies the courſe or channel of 
a river, was given to ĩt from its being ſeated on 
a branch of the river Mole. There was here a 
very ancient caſtle, which, in the time of the 
civil wars, was in the poſſeſſion of Lord Monſon, 
who forfeited it to the crown for treaſonable prac- 
tices. Charles II. at his reſtoration, granted the 
manor and caſtle to his brother the Duke of 
York; and at the Revolution, King William 
granted them to Lord Somers, upon whoſe death 
it came to James Cox, eſq. who was then one of 
the repreſentatives of this town in parliament. 
The ruins of this caſtle, which was built in the 
- time of the Saxons, .are ſtill viſible, particularly a 
long vault, which has a room at the end of it, 
in which, we are told, the barons who took arms 
againſt king John had their private meetings. 


This town gives title of VERA jo the Earl of 
Peterborough. | | 


Under the hill, adjoining t to > the ſouth fide of 
the town, is a great houſe, which was formerly a 
priory 6f Black Canons, founded by William 
Warren, earl of Surrey, about the year 1245. 
It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary and the 

| C2 Holy 


20 RYEGATE 


Holy Croſs ; and at the diſſolution, | its revenue 
was valued at 771. 148. 11d. per annum. It was 
given to the Earl of Nottingham, and was aſter- 
wards fold to Sir John Parſons, lord-mayor of 
London, and was lately in the poſſeſſion. of 
Mr. Parſons, Sir John s grandſon. 


8 


— ſent 23 Edw. I. 


Rrenr or ELxtcTton. 
In the freeholders. 


| RervnxING Orriern. 
The bailif a 7 1 
Numan" or W 


About 200 frecholds; now the property of he 
Earl of Hardwicke and Lord Sen. | 


80 arne Vs 


Py 


Earl of Hardwicke and Lord Somers.- 
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GUILDFORD. s . 


- GUILDFORD. 


THE right of election in this borough is of a 
very peculiar kind, and differs from all others 
in the kingdom, being in the freemen and free- 
holders paying | ſeot and md and reſident in the 
town. 4 A 


The nn jority of the freeholds is the property of 
Lord Onflow and Lord Grantley, and the num- 
ber of voters not exceeding one hundred. They 
have been conſidered for fome years paſt to have 
had the nomination of its members, until the 
laſt general election, when Mr. Sumner oppoſed 
the brother of the latter, and was ſucceſsful 
only by a majority of three votes; but it is ſup- 
poſed that, at a future election, Lord Grantley 
will regain his former intereſt, The pe 
of this town, which conſiſts of a mayor, re- 
corder, ſeven aldermen, and an indefinite num- 
5 ber of bailiffs, is in the intereſt of Lord Onſlow, 
who has very liberally provided for ſeveral of 
them in different departments under government. 
- E place, like Cirenceſter, Shrewſbury, Lewes, 

5 CI: &c. 


22 GUILDFORD. 


&c. &c. is not more than half of i it within the 
limits of the borough. 


- 


ANCIENT STATE. 


. Guilford, or Guildford, which is ſeated on | 
the river Wey, thirty miles ſouth-weſt of Lon- 

don, was in the Saxon times à royal villa, given 
by king Alfred to his nephew Ethelwald. The 
ruinous walls of an old caſtle, which are of a 
prodigious thickneſs, are ſtill viſible. _ This town 
is ſaid to have been the reſidence, of che South- 
Saxon kings. In 1036, prince Alfred, the ſon 
90 . Etheldred, ie, out of. Normandy; 


crown of England, is s. ſaid 1 to hve been ſeized; | 
and, very ull treated, by. the treachery of God- 

ain, carl of Kent. Aſter the conqueſt, it con- 
tinued a conſiderable place; and here king 
John kept his birth- day, probably in the caſtle, . 
In the year 1216, this caſtle, with many others, 


was taken by Lewis, dauphin of France. In 
1267, the cuſtody of it vas committed to Wil- 


liam Aquillon, ſheriff of Surrey and Suſſex. Since 
that time it has N e. * 
n ſunk into ruins 1 


5 0V1LDFORD. | | 23 


This town, which was incorporated by King 
Henry I. gives the title of earl to the noble 
family of North, 892 ſends. two members to 
ae eh {Bev N 


This being the county- town, the aſſizes are 
frequently held here, and A the — * 
knights of = ſhire, * ; 


This borough beat members to parliament 
an 25 Ho, 


| .ConroramiON. * 


Ey charter of Henry VII it is n 
* a mayor, ſeven e e * * wine 


* 


Riour or Euzcrion, 7 


1699, 24 Aptil. Is only in the freemen and 
"freeholders' paying ſcot and 1 and reſident in, 

1710, F Feb. It was agreed that one who 
had ſerved ſeven years to a -e wa ipſo 
W a freeman. 25 
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Rrrunkine Onnen. ek 
| The mayor.” 5 3 


8 or r Vorkas, | * 
About one hundred and Frege, 


PI e.g 90h 
| Lord Onitow and Lord Gro. 
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THIS borough, which now conſiſts only of 
two houſes, was the property of the unfortunate 
Sir George Colebrooke* at the time of his failure, 
it was ſold by the aſſignees, under his commiſſion, | 
to Lord Newhaven, who afterwards diſpoſed of 
it to Meſſrs. Percy and Graham. Since the 
year 1786, it has been purchaſed and repurchaſed 
by three or ſour different perſons, and is now the 
property of William Currie, eſq. one of its 
preſent members, and Robert Ladbroke, eſq. 
The returning officer is the conſtable appointed 
at the court leet of the two proprietors. In this 
caſe, the conſtituent and repreſentative body, who 
are the ſame in number, may alſo poſſibly be 

the ſame perſons, as they would have the power 
to elect each other. This, among many others, 


5 is 


r 25 


is a ſtriking inſtance of the preſent 5 
and. inadequate ſtate of repreſentation, and ſhews 
the indiſpenſable neceſſity of applying ſome i im- 
mediate remedy to an evil of ſuch an cnor- 
n n 1 


Avcizur STATE. 


| This place, which is of very”: ancient 5p was 
3 a conſiderable wan, though now re- 
duced to a ſmall village. From the number of 
coins and other antiquities found here, it is ſup- 
poſed t. to have been a Roman ſtation. It was 
once deſtroyed by the Danes; ; and old authors 
tell us it was formerly a market-town ; but we 
have not been able to traee the * on which the 


market was . held. .. 


| This vile” firſt vegan to e members 
2 Hen. VI. : 
| | 5 n Rreur or . Rel, 


| © 1628, 26 March, Jain the inhabirants ; andthe 


| return. made by them being adjudged good, was 
(by the then petitioner) inſiſted to be in the inha- 
bitants not receiving alms, and ; in the frecholders 
bing ſich des in their own occupation. 


156 De. 


26 n As Lk M4 R k. 


15696, December 15. Was (by the then fitting 
member ) infiſted to be in the freeholders and in- 
habitants paying ſcot and lot; and he was adjudged 


Guly elected, | peas 
RerunninG Orriexx. 
The lord's conſtable, | : 
; f 44 4 75 * 
3 Nena oe we, „ 
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| THE right of a is jn he frecholders 
of meſſuages, lands, or tenements, lying within 
the borough and manor of Haſlemere. Theſe 
| freeholds, in which the right is veſted, were for- 
© merly the property of the families of Oglethorpe 
and Molyneux; of whom they were purchaſed 
by Mr. Chandler, an attorney of Guildford, who 
fold them to the Earl of Lonſdale, the preſent 
"proprietor of the borough. 


4 2 This 


HASLEMERE 27 


5 Sch the cauſe f 
much litigation and conteſt. A petition of William 2 
Burke, elq. and Henry Kelly, eſq. was tried by 2 
committee of the houſe of commons, in 1775, 
againſt the return of Thomas More Molyneux, 
eſq. and Sir Merrick Burrell, the fitting members. 
The complaint was againſt ſplitting and dividing 
_ freeholds ; a practice very common in all freehold 
and burgagehold boroughs, where the property is 
not poſſeſſed by an individual, The committee 
en in W of the N members. 


' Ancient STATE. 


| Haſlemere, which {tinds on the borders of 
Suffer, forty-one miles ſouth-weſt of London, is 
an ancient place, and had formerly ſeven pariſh- 
churches, which were deſtroyed by the Danes, 
though now it has no more than one, which is 
only a chapel of caſe to Chiddingfold, a yillage 
about two miles to the eaſt of it. Itis an ancient 
* by e 9 
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«borough fit began 0 return members 


anno 27 1 
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"1661, May” 50. The inhabitant freeholders 
in n the borough have only votes in elections. wi 


1698, Feb. 9. Was agreed to 15 in The free- 


holders refident within the ron ugh, 


” { by 


- 


. April 24. In clit VI of 1661. 


by the word * freebolders is meant only free- 
' holders of meſſuages, lands, or tenements, lying 
within the borough and manor of Haſlemere, 
whether the ſame pay to the lord of the ſaid bo- 
rough and manor or not, excluſive of any lands 
or tenements, which are, or have been, parcel of 


the waſte ground of the ſaid borough and manor, - 


or many meſſuages or buildings, which are or 
ſhall be 1 or c being ern. 8 


| | 17 13, March 3 and 4. Perition of Mr. Ogle- 
thorpe rejected, for not being e 5 Himſelf, 
The like relating to Wigan. : 


r ReTuanING Orxicps, 
The bailiff, who is annually choſen at the lord's 
leet. © - 
NuMBER 
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Vins county, as confiderind . a 

entirely under the influence of ariſtocracy. ; 
but the contrary to this was evinced in 1774. 
The independent part of the county, being at 
that time much diſſatisfied with the conduct of 
adminiſtration, in attempting to procure a return 
for a candidate of their own nomination, contrary 
to the wiſhes of the people, exerted themſelves 
in ſuch a manner as convinced them that their 
unanimity and abilities, when called forth / into 
action, would, when ſimilar encroachments were 
made upon their rights, be equally certain. as 
well as deſerving, of ſimilar ſucceſs. 


They 


30 $USSEX 


They entered into voluntary ſubſcriptions, for 
the ſupport of their cauſe, and propoſed Sir 
Thomas Spencer Wilſon, bart. in oppoſition 
to Sir James Peachy, the court candidate. The 
conteſt was carried on with unabating diligence 
and vigour on both ſides, for a continuation 
of twenty-eight days; when a great majority was 
declared in favour of Sir Thomas Spencer Wilſon, 
in whoſe perſon the honeſt and independent yeo- 
men of the county obtained an entire and com- 
plete victory over the mandates of miniſterial 


dieſpotiſm. There is, however, much ariſto- 


cratical influence prevailing here, ariſing from 
the reſidencies and eſtates of the Duke of Rich- 
mond and Duke of Dorſet, the Earl of Aſh- 
burnham, Earl of Abergavenny, the Earl of 
Egremont, and Lord Pelham. There has been 
no conteſted election for this county fince 
1774. The repreſentation at preſent is divided ; 

the Right Hon. Thomas Pelham voting uniformly 


with the oppoſition, and, Charles Kp . A 
with * 


| Axerxxr STATE. 15 A 
oer, which is a corruption of the ancient 
Saxon name Suthſex, ſignifying the country of 
e , 23 ] ö the 


eee | | 31 


the South . formed, at the ba of the 
Romans, a part of che territory of the Regni. Th, 
After it was conquered by thoſe invaders, they 
formed the Military Way called Stone-ſtreet, which 
has been traced out of Surrey, through this county, 
to Arundel ; and at Villinghurſt, ſouth-weſt of 5 
Horſham, there are ſtill noble remains of it. In 
this county they had ſeveral ſtations; Roman 
coins and payements, with a large Roman 
_ and other antiquities, have been found. 
| In the time of the Saxon heptarchy 
it WP rd the principal part of the king- 
dom of the South Saxons; and upon the fall 
of that monarchy, it became ſubject to the king- 
dom of Mercia. About the year 800, Egbert, 
king of the Weſt Saxons, having reduced the 
kingdoms of the heptarchy under his government, 
appointed certain earls to be governors of the 
ſeveral counties, and gave them a palatine juriſa 
diction; yet we do not find he appointed any 


here, though there were ſeveral earls who had 5 


large poſſeſſions in this county. In ſhort, the 
Norman Conqueror, here, as in other counties, 
diſpoſed of the moſt valuable eſtates of the 
Saxons, which he gave to his own kindred, and 
the great commanders of hisarmy. 5 

5 325 Suſſex | 
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Suſfex is divided into fix rapes, which are. Fa 
neral diyifions peculiar to this county; and each 
of theſe rapes is faid to have anciently had its 
particular rive r, foreſt, and caſtle. Theſe rapes 
are ſubdivided into fixty-five hundreds in which 
are contained one city, fixteen market- towns, and 
two ancient boroughs, Which are ancient corpo- 
rations, but have no market. Theſe are the city 
of Chicheſter, with the market towns of Arundel, 
Battel, Brighthelmſtone, Cuckfleld, Eaſt Grinſtead, 
Haſtings, Haylſham, Horſham, Lewes, Mid- 
hurſt, Petworth, Rye, New Gotcha, Steyning, 
Terring, and Winchelſea, with" the boroughs of 
Bramber and Seaford, that have no markets. It 
is ſeated in the province of Canterbury, and dio- 
ceſe of Chicheſter, contains three hundred and 
forty-two pariſhes, and ſends twenty-eight mem 
bers to parlia ment; namely, two repreſentatives 
for the county, two citizens for the city of Cu- 
cheſter, two burgeſſ® for each of the following 
boropghs, Lewes, Horſham, Neu, Shortham, 
Midhurſt, Arundel, Eaſt Grinſtead, Steyning, 
Bramber, and two barons for each of the cinque- 
_ of Rye, 3 e and . 


CHICHESTER 


'> » CHICHESTER, 
_ PoLITICAL Cnangetra.' 


THIS city was many years under the dictation 
of the Duke of Richmond, whoſe political inter- 
ference was ſubmitted to with. much reluctance 
by the electors. Upon the death of General Kep- 
pel, in 17 8a, an attempt was made to oppoſe the 
Duke's nomination of the Hon. Percy Windham, 
brother to the Earl of Egremont, but without 
ſucceſs. Mr. Brian Edwards, who was the can 
didate in oppoſition to Mr, Windham, however, 
loſt his election, by being in a minority of only 
eight votes. At the enſuing general election of 

1784, the independent electors triumphed in the 
choice of George White Thomas, eſq. one of the 
preſent repreſentatives ; and, at the laſt diſſolution 
of parliament in 1790, they became powerful 
enough to carry both the members. Mr. Steele, 
the repreſentatiye of the Duke of Richmond's in- 
tercſt, attempted to divide the phalanx of uninflu- 
enced electors, by canvaſſing upon his on intereſt, 
without the appearance of ariſtocratical ſupport ; 
but this was found to be too inſignificant, even 
to countenance the -manceuvre. The fri of 
© Vor, III. D Mr. 


* CHICHESTER 


Mr., Thomas, who- were now become a e 
majority of the inhabitants, for the ſake of 
preſerving the peace and harmony of the city, 
and to avoid thoſe ruinous expences which 
generally attend a conteſt with influence and 
power, made a voluntary offer of admitting 
the Duke of Richmond to recommend one of 
the members, if he would engage to leave the 
other to their own choice. This offer was 
accepted by his Grace: and Mr. Steele pub- 
liſhed a letter, diſclaiming all pretenſions to 
the honour he aſpired at, upon the foundation 
of his own merits, and modeſtly acknowledged ; 
1 1 thols af a e een 7 


The ala are all' tn tha mesh ache 
Duke of Richmond, who is high ſteward; and 
his 'brother, Lord Georgy Owe MY b * 
the aldermen. bs 1 10 


 Avcrenr Tere: irren 


Chicheſter j is ſituated on the river Tan by 
which! is ſurrounded on every ſide but the north, 
at the diſtance of ſixty- three miles from London ; 
it is a neat, es cr City, of great antiquity ; 

BOP . n 
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feeming to have been of ſome ſttengtli in the time 
of the Britons, when it was called Caercei. That 
\ itwas aRomanation, theantiquities there leave no 
room to doubt. In digging a eellar under the cor- 
ner houſe of St. Martin's lane, in the year 1723, 
a ſtone was dug up, with an inſeription, which, 
though ſome what defaced by the pickaxes of the 
labourers; and broke into four pieces, plainly in- 
timated. that it was part of the foundation of a 
temple, erected in the reign of the emperor Clau- 
dius, and dedicated to Neptune and Minerva. Cloſe 
to which ſtone were diſcovered two ſtone walls three 
feer thick, one running north, the other eaſt, and 
joining in an angle, which in all probability were 
part of the foundations of the above- mentioned 
temple. A great number of Roman coins have 
been found here, and in 1729, a curious piece of 
Roman pavement was diſcovered in the garden of 
the biſhop's; palace: theſe. circumſtances, with 
the appearance of a military way leading towards 
Southampton, induced Mr. Horſley to conclude 
that this city vas the Regnum of Antoninus. It was 
rebuilt in the time of the Saxons by Ciſſa, the 
ſecond king of the South Saxons, after it had been 
ae by ſome Saxon and. Norwegian Pirates : 
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the ſame prince alſo making it the place of his 
reſidence, and the capital of his kingdom, it ob- 
tained the name of Ciſſan Ceaſter, which ſignifies 
the eity of Ciſſa, from which its preſent name is 
derived.” When the kingdom of the South-Saxons 
was united to Effex, this place decayed; and about 
che time of the Norman conqueſt it contained 
only a hundred houſes, In the reignof William I. 
it was made a biſhop's ſee, and the ſecond biſhop 
erected a cathedral, which was ſoon-after con- 
fumed by fire; in the reign of Henry I. it was 
rebuilt, and ſuffered again by fire; in the reign | 
of Richard L when, not only the cathedral, but the 
greateſt part of the city, the biſhops palace, and 
the Houſes of the prebendaries, were conſurned? 
Selfrid, who was then biſhop, by his wealth and 
intereſt, reſtored the church and city to their 
former ſplendour, in which ſtate it fill remains, 
without having ſuffered any other diſaſters of the 
like kind. This cathedral, which is dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, is a handſome, chough fmall 
ftructure, and is adorned with a fpire; much ad- 
mired for its ſtrength and curious workmanſhip; | 
The chapter conſiſts of a dean, two archdeatons, 
a treaſurer, a chancellor, thirty- one prebendaries, 
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a chanter, twelve n with AB * 
Beens, ba 0 719/21 5 
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The 4 is ber kae which 
has four gates, anſwering to the four cardinal 
points. From each of theſe gates is þ ſtreet, that 
takes its name from the gate, and terminates. in 

the market - place, which is in the center of the 
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. ' Chicheſter had an ancient monaſtery before the 


|  eonqueſt; dedicated to St. Peter: and there was 


alſo a nunnery, long before the ſee of Selſey was 
tranſtated hither. In the north part of the city 
was an hoſpital for a maſter and feveral poor 
brethren, founded in the reign of Henry II. by 
William, dean of the cathedral. It was dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary, and its revenue was valued, 
ar the diſſolution, ar 36. 6 38. a year. Near 
to St. Mary and St. Vincent, faid to have been 
founded by queen Eleanor, the wife of Edward I. 
Les am hoſpital for leprous perſons, dedi- 

f D3 cated 
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 cated' to St. James and St. Mary Magdalen, 
founded in the reign of king Richard 1. but at the 
diſſolution its revenue was valued at ho ory an 
* 148. 104. pe annum 1 


Pte Juxon, 2 pads ie * A 
the ſeventeenth century, | ſucceſſively biſhop. af 
Hereford and London, and archbiſhop of Canter« 
bury, was born in the year 1582, at Chicheſter 
in Suſſex, He received hig- education at Mer- 
chant=Taylors ſchool, in London, and at St. John's 
college, in Oxford, For ſome time he applied 
himſelf to the civil law, and took the degree of 
bachelor in that faculty ; but turning his thoughts 
aftewards to the ſtudy of divinity, he entered into 
orders, and became rector of Somerton, in the 
county of Oxford. In 1621 he was elected preſi- 
dent of St. John's college; and in 1626 and 1629 
executed the office of vice-chancellor of the uni- 
verſity. About the ſame time he was appointed 
one of the chaplains in ordinary to king Charles J. 
who promoted him to the deanery of Worceſter, 
and made him clerk of his cloſet. In 1633 he 
was nominated to the biſhopric of Hereford.; and 
before the expiration of the year, was tranſlated 
to the ſee of London. So far his preferments 
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were ſuitable to- his character, and ſeem not to 
have given umbrage to any perſon whatever; but 
his exaltation to the office of lord high treaſurer, 
to which he was raiſed in 1635, and which he 
owed chiefly to the intereſt of archbiſhop Laud, 
excited the indignation of all the nobility. It 
was confeſſed, however, even by his enemies, that 
he executed that important poſt with an integrity 
and ability, which had hardly ever been diſplayed 
by any of his predeceſſors in office, Nor was he 
leſs remarkable for the mildneſs of his temper 
than for his other good qualities ; and it was pro- 
bably on account of this gentleneſs of his diſ- 
poſition, that he was ſuffered to continue till the 
year 1649 in the poſſeſſion his biſhopric. He had 
always enjoyed the favour of his ſovereign, and 
retained it to the laſt. He attended his majeſty 
upon the ſcaffold, and afterwards accompanied 
his body to Windſor. Upon the reſtoration of 
Charles II. he was promoted to the arbiſhopric of 
Canterbury, which he held about three years, and 
dying June the 4th, 1663, was interred in the 
chapel of St. John's college, Oxford, 28 


This city, which is a county of itſelf, ſent x to 
parliament anno 23 Edward I. E 
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' CorroraTtION. 


By * of king James IL it is governed by 


a mayor, recorder, and 38 common councilmen. | 


by Nieht of Easerrbwo Minde bu 
m. the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot. NT 


1125 Boris Orne. . 510 2 4 
me mayor 
Eo NuMBER OF Yorzzs, 5 5 
Sir hyndred, * twenty. F 
Park. ee 8 


Duke of Richmond partially. F 


GIN eee, 
7 Felfriel. Cruatacrus, 


IIS town is among the firſt in the county in | 
trade and number of inhabitants; but the right 
of election here, as in many other towns of much 
larger extent in this cant is excluſively in the 


. | 1 burgage- 
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burgage- holders. The mumber of theſe burgage- 
holds is twenty-five, fourteen of which are the 
property of Lady Irvine, and eleven are the 
Duke of Norfolk's. At the laſt general election, 
Timothy Shelley, eſg. and Wilſon Braddyll, 
eſq. were candidates in the Duke's intereſt, and 
Lord William Gordon, and James Baillie, eſq. 
were fupported 8 _ * The woes 
on the poll were, * 110 be 


For Timothy ap; dog — 5 
5 Wilſon Braddyll, eſa.— 24 
Lord William Gordon — 20 


James Baillie, ef. 1.31 
in conſequence of * PAR former were 


returned. 


Lord William Gordon and Mr. Baillie pre- 
ſented a petition to the houſe of commons; the 
merits of which being tried the preſent ſeſſion 
before a committee of the whole houſe, rhe 
petitioners were declared to be duly elected, 
and ought to have been returned ; and they ace . 
cordingly took their ſeats, | 


* 
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The votes allowed to be eget by ee, 
miuuse pere, 7 a 


rer Lord William Gordon — 1 7 7 | 

© James Baillie, eſa.— 14 

Timothy Shelley, eld. N ir 10 ö 

r e Braddyll, nM Mah ” 9. 5 5 

The two bellifß, be . returning an 

are annually choſen at the court- leet of the Duke 
of Nortolk, Pare is ord of the 47 5 
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Horſham, which is faid to derive its name 
from Hoꝛrſa, the brother of Hengiſt the Saxon, 
who probably reſided here, is one of the largeſt. 
towns in the county, fituated thirty-three miles 
ſouth by weſt of London, and has a very fine 
church, a county-gaol, and a well endowed free- 
ſchool, It is a borough town, governed by two 
bailiffs, annually choſen at the court-leet of the 
Duke of Norfolk, by a Jury, who return four 
to the ſteward of the court, out of which number a 
he nominates two. The aff 2es are e fometimes 
held here, 


. bv $1 "I" 
& 4 


This borough fine . to parliament at {ha fame 
xime Chicheſter did. 
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Nicht or Exzcrionv. 


f 1715, 16 June, Is in all ſuch it; as have 
an eſtate of inheritance, or for life, in burgage- 


houſes, or eee ing 817 the e 
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2 bur of ET and Lady Viſcounteſs Irvine. 


MIDHURST. 
| PourTrCAL Cnanaerzx. 


THIS i is a borough, which has the privilege 
of ſending two members to parliament, although 
there is nat a ſingle houſe, ſtanding within the 
a ge. The zen of election. js. n one 
hundred and twenty burgage- holds, the ſituation 
of which is diſtinctly marked at preſent by the 
poſition of a large ſtone upon each of them. 


44 unn. 
There is no part of the toyn of Midhurſt built 
upon theſe tenures ; they were the property of the 
late Lord Viſcount Montagu, who made, at the 
time of an election, a temporary aſſignment. of a ; 
part of them, either to ſome of his domeſtics or 
particular friends, for the purpoſe of having 
_ thoſe members returned that he ſhould nominate. 
The truſtees of the eſtates of the preſent Lord 
ſold theſe burgage-holds to the Earl of Egre- 
mont for forty thouſand guineas, Whoſe brothers 
were returned for this borough at-the laſt general 
election. How can theſe gritlemen be called 
repreſentatives, when there is not. ſo much. as 
one ſolitary individual exiſting within the pre- 
cincts of the place, to make a conſtituent body? 
If the voice of the nation is only to be heard in 
the houſe of commons, how can that poſſibly 
happen, unleſs it be its real repreſentative? And 
whether we are governed contrary to our incli- 
nations, or by perfons to whom we have given 
no ſuch commiſſion, we are equally an enſlaved 
people. The above inſtance i is a ſufficient” con- 
viction of the mockery of our repreſentation, | 


and of the want of ſome immediate _ 
ure for ſogreat an el, Ps : 


ANCIENT 
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"Midhurſt,; a Saxon r name, which ſignifies Mia. 
dle- wood, is a pretty large town, pleaſantly ſituated 
on a hill, ſurrounded by ſeveral others. It is a 
borough by preſcription, governed by a balliff, | 
annually choſen, by a jury at the court-leet, and | 
has ſent members to parliament. ever fince the 
fourth, year of the reign of king Edward II. i in 
1311. 


r een Eaacriox. 
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3 Rrrunxixo Orrierns. 
The Reward and bailiff. 

Nunnzx or Voters. 
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The Ear of Egremont | 


- LEWES. 


"Jl Dorris Cranactia. 
THIS town was never incorporated ; and the 
right of voting here is in the inhabitants houſe- 
* 
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keepers paying ſcot and lot. This borough wa s 
formerly. under the abſolute controul of the late 
Duke' of Newcaſtle. This influence his Glace c- 


quired from the weight of property which he pol 
ſeſſed here, and from the diſtribution of ſome 


employments under government, of which he 
was at that time ſole manager. In 1768 the late 
Colonel Hay, of Glynde Bourne near this town, 
was recommended by the Duke, as. one of the 
candidates for its repreſentation; in conſequence 
of which he obtained from the voters, a promiſe 
of their ſuffrages. Immediately. aſter this tranſ- 
action, the Duke thought proper to countermand 
his former recommendation, and accordingly 
withdrew his ſanction from Colonel Hay, and gave 
it to Sir Thomas Miller. The people however 
thought themſelves bound in honour to abide by 
their promiſes; and Colonel Hay, conceiving him- 
ſelf ill treated in the bufirieſs, reſolved to ſtand the 
poll. Upon the day of election, he was firmly 
ſupported by his friends, who gave him fixty 
ſingle votes, and obtained for him ſo great a ma- 
jority over his oppanent, as to make him finally 
ſucceſsful. In 1780 there was a croſs poll, when 
the Hon. Henry Pelham, Colonel Hay, and Tho- 
mas Kemp, eſq. of this borough, were candidates, 


, 
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each of whom ſtood upon his own ſeparate in- 
which had always ſhewn itſelf. hoſtile to that, of 
Lord Pelham. In 1784 Sir Henry Blackman, 
knight, was put in nomination, to repreſent this 
town, by the famous Mr. Harben, of upſtart no- 
toriety, who, not withſtanding this profeſſion of 
friendſhip, -on the day of election deſerted and 
cruelly betrayed him: upon which Sir Henry 
repreſented to the people the ſituation into which 
he had been led by the artifices of this man, in ſo pa- 
thetic and convincing a manner, that Mr. Harben | 
was obliged. inflantly to quit , the hall, amidſt 
the hiſſes and murmurs of his fellow-townſmen. 
At the laſt general election there was an union 
between the leading men in the independent 
party, and thoſe in the intereſt of Lord Pelham, 
which Mr. Shelly, who was countenanced 4 by ad- 
miniſtration, oppoſed. | 


At the cloſe of the poll the numbers were,” 
For the Hon. Henry Pelham — 1 en 
Thomas Kemp, eſqg. — 149 
Henry Shelly, jun. elq. ; — BOY - 

Mr. Kemp, when he firſt offered Kinſton, ; 


didate, — to the principles of the conſti- 
tution, 


7 


1 


4 48 t „ 
tution, pledged himſelf to the conſtituents, as the 
late Alderman Bull did to the city of London; 
that he would accept of neither place, penſion, 
gratuity, nor reward of any kind from any admi- 
niſtration, while he ſhould have the gw. nad 
MY them in et. Ah, 
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| Len, which is ſeated on-an eminence mp 
weſt fids of the river Ouſe, on the edge of the 
South downs, fifty-one miles ſouth of London, is 
- a pleaſant place, and one of the largeſt and moſt 
- populous towns in the county. It was formerly 
fortified with a caſtle and walls, of which there 
are ſtill ſome remains. King Athelſtan appointed 
two mint-houſes in this town ; and in the reign of 
king Edward the Confeſſor, it had one hundred 
and twenty-ſeven burgeſſes. It is a borough by 
| Preſcription, governed by two conſtables, annu- 
ally choſen at the court- leet. Here, William de 
Warren, earl of Surrey, and the lady Gundreda 
his wife, in the year 1078, founded a priory of 
Cluniac monks, which was the firſt and principal 
houſe of the order in England : in after- times it 
had many noble benefactors, namely, the ſuc- 
| -<ecding earls of Surrey and others, ſeveral of 
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whom, with their ladies, were interred here. It 
continued à cell to the abbey of Cluny in Bur- 
gundy, till king Edward III. made it independent. 
At the general diſſolution its revenues were valued 
by Dugdale at 920l. 4s. 6d. a year, and at 10911. 
gs. 6d, by Speed. It was granted, with all its 
' appendages, to Thomas Lord Cromwell; fince 
which time it has been in the poſſeſſion of the 
Dukes of Dorſet and Earls of Thanet, and lately 
belonged to Edward Trayton, eſq. It had alſo a 
priory of Grey Friars; a monaſtry dedicated to 
St. James, for thirteen poor brethren and ſiſters, 
and an hoſpital dedicated to St. Nicholas, which 
at the time of the diſſolution had thirteen poor 
brothers and ſiſters. This town is alſo famous 
in hiſtory for a bloody battle fought here between 
Henry III. and the barons, on the 14th of May, 
1264. The royal army was divided into three 
bodies; that on the right commanded by prince 
Edward, the King of the Romans on the left, and 
Henry himſelf headed the main body. The ba- 
rons army was divided into four bodies; the firſt 
was led by Henry de Montford, the Earl of Lei- 
ceſter's ſon ; the Earl of Glouceſter commanded 
the ſecond ; the Earl of Leiceſter, the third ; and 
NWA oi ont Ef = the 
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the fourth, conſiſting of Londoners, was com- 
manded by Nicolas Seagrave. Prince Edward 
began the fight by attacking the Londoners, who, 
not being able to ſtand ſo vigorous a charge, im- 
mediately fled, when the prince, reſolving to 
revenge an affront offered to che queen his mo- 
ther, by the Lon on mob, purſued them about 
four miles, without giving them any quarter. 
Mean while the Earls of Leiceſter and Glouceſter 
gained the ſame advantage over Henry and the 
King of the Romans, whoſe troops being put to 
flight, Henry ſurrendered himſelf to the Earl of 
Leiceſter, and Richard to the Earl of Glouceſter, 
and were inſtantly conducted to the priory of 
Lewes, ſituated at the foot of the caſtle, which 
was kept by ſome of the king's troops. To this 
place the ſoldiers of the royal army fled, in order 
do ſecure themſelves in the caſtle ; but ſeeing the 
town in the power of the barons, the two kings 
made priſoners, and themſelves ſurrounded on all 
ſides,they threw down their arms, and ſurrendered 
at diſcretion. | Prince Edward, returning in tri- 
umph from the purſuit of the Londoners, finding, 
to his great amazement, the royal army diſ- 
perſed; and the two kings were taken prifoners, 
reſolved to exert himſelf to ſet them. at liberty; 
| but 


but his troops being too much intimidated to ſes 
cond his ardour, he was obliged to accept fo 
conditions, and conſent that himſelf; and Henry 
his couſin, ſon to the King of the Romans, ſhould 
remain as hoſtages in the cuſtody of the barons, 
till all their differences were ſettled "7 IIS 
rity of TONS | 
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This town ſent ts parliament 23 Edv. I 
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14568 May. Is in the inhabitants, being houſes. 
holders, paying ſcot and iat. 


Agreed to by the houſe, nem. con. | 


RetuaninG ny, 
7 Thy: conſtables. 


Nun=A or vors 
: About ri hundred and forty. 
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* Por rrieal CHARACTER. 55 
THIS borough has rendered itſelf oicee-conſol. | 
cuous than moſt others, by a remarkable ſcene of 
corruption, which was brought to light before a 
committee in the houſe of commons in the year 
1771. The returning officer had returned a can- 
didate with only 37 votes, in prejudice to another 
who had 87; of which he had queried 76, and | 


made his return without examining the r 
of hie votes he had ſo queried. 


It appeared, from the defence made by the of. 
ficer, that a majority of freemen of that borough 
had formed themſelves into a ſociety, under the 
name of the Chriſtian Club; the apparent ends of 
which inſtitution were to promote acts of charity 
and benevolence, and to anſwer ſuch other pur- 
poſes as were ſuitable to the import of its name. 
Under this ſanction of piety and religion, and the 
cover of occaſional acts of charity, they profaned 
that ſacred name, by making it a ſtale for carrying 
on the worſt purpoſes ; making a traffic of their 
oaths and conſciences, and ſetting their borough 
to ſale to the higheſt bidder ; whie the reſt of the 
freemen were deprived ofevery legal benefit from 
their votes. 


The 
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The members of this ſociety were bound to 
ſecrecy, and to each other, by oaths, writings, 
bonds with large penalties, and all the ties that 
could ſtrengthen their compact ; and carried 
on this traffic by the means of a ſelect committee, 
who, under pretence of ſcruples of conſcience, 
never appeared or voted at any elections them- 
ſelves ; but, having notwithſtanding ſold the bo- 
rough, and received the ſtipulated price, they gave 
directions to the reſt how to vote; and by this 
complicated evaſion, the employers and their 
agents, having fully ſatisfied their conſcience, 


ſhared the maney as ſoon as the e was over, 
without any ſcruple.. 


ſa The returning officer had — to this ſo- 
ciety; and having taken ſome diſguſt to his aſſo- 
ciates, he quitted the party. The majority of legal 
voters which he objected to, was, he ſaid, in part 
owing to his experimental knowledge of their cor- 
ruption, and partly founded upon ſeveral im- 
proper acts which had come within his knowledge 
as magiſtrate upon the late election; particularly 
an affidavit of a very conſiderable ſum of mo- 
ney which, had been diſtributed among them. 
Upon theſe grounds though they had the 
hardineſs to take the oath againſt bribery and 
corruption, he looked upon them as diſqualified; 
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and having beſides, taken the opinion of counfel, 
which, it ſeems, coincided with his own, he rea 


turned the candidate who had the ſmaller number 


of votes, as TY were free frown n N 


Upon theſe pt] 5 be: not acting in- 
tentionally wrong, the officer reſted his plea of 
juſtification for the illegality of his conduct. As 


tte aſſumption of ſuch an act of power by a re- 


turning officer, upon whatever principle it was 
founded, would, however, have been a precedent 
of the moſt dangerous tendency, he was accord- 
ingly taken into cuſtody; but, in conſideration of 
the circumſtances in his favour, and of his bring- 
ing ſo infamous a combination to light, he was 
diſcharged, after receiving a reprimand, upon his 
knees, from t the 1] ſpeaker, in N preſence of the 
houſe. | 


"EM . {} BED. 


; ro be overlooked, and the ſelect committee had 
not power to proceed any further in it, they re- 
ported the whole matter to the houſe, and moved, 
that they would make a further inquiry into it. 
Though this met with an oppoſition from ſome of 
thoſe who, having no good wiſhes for the late act 
| for 
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0 for regulating the trial of controverted elections, 


were glad of ſo early an opportunity to point out 
its | inefficacy, and depreciate. its merits; yet the 
general excellency of that law, notwithſtanding 
any of its preſent deficiencies, which every day's - 
experience would give new opportunities of ſup- 
plying, carried with it ſuch conviction as to be 
alrcady well underſtood ; and the motion for an 
inquiry was carried n without a diviſion. 
fert ä 
The allegations made = the returoing ho 


having been as fully proved, in the courſe of this 


inquiry, as the nature of the caſe would admit, 
and entirely to the ſatisfaction of the houſe, a bill 


vas at length brought in, to incapacitate 81/free- - 


- 


men of Shorcham, by name, from voting at 


elections of members to ſerve in parliament, and 


for the preventing bribery and corruption in that 


borough; and at the ſame time an addreſs was 
ordered, for the attorney-general to proſecute 
the five members of the Chriſtian Club who | 


| compoſed the committee which tranſacted the 
bargain, RAY the Danach at the laßt 


election. 


14 


Sw” JEST) 


of this ſubject, 1 ran ; through the whole ſeſſion ; ; 
E 4 "=o 


— 
| p - . 
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nd ini ans lh the 100 hey a e e 
received the royal aſſent. The members of the elub 
| were heard by counſel againſt it; Many doubts 
alſo aroſe as to the mode of puniſhment, It wa 
propoſed to disfranchiſe the borough; this, how- 
ever, was thought too dangerous a precedent: - 
others thought that the culprits ſhould be leſt to 
the puniſhment of the law; but, -though. there | 
was à clear conviction of their guilt, it was a 
matter of ſuch a nature, as made the eſtabliſh- 
ments of legal evidence yery difficult ;- and if 


" they eſcaped without ſome ſignal mark of repro- 


bation, it would be an encquragement to the moſt 
darefaced corruption, when the whole eden | 
ſaw * it col be done with i ee we 


Therzth Geo. UI. cap. Eg recites, Fe pre- | 
amble, that, © Whereas a wicked and eorrupt ſo- 
ciety, calling itſelf the Chriſtian Society, hath, for 
ſeveral years, ſubſiſted in the borough of New Shore- 
ham, in the county of - Suſſex, and conſiſted of a 
great majority of perſons, having a right to vote at 
elections of members to ſerve in parliament for 
the ſaid borough ; and whereas it appears that 
the chief end of the inſtitution of the ſaid ſociety” 
was for the purpoſe of ſelling, from time to time, 
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the ſeat or ſeats in parliament for the ſaid bo- 


rough: and whereas John Burnett, Charles Han- 
nington, Thomas Haſelgrove, Ralph Moor, 
Thomas Parſons, Thomas Snook, junior, Tho- 
mas Hannington, John Hannington, John Ro- 
binſon, William Cheeſman, George Browne, 
John Parſons, John Curl, Frederick Dean, Wil 
mas Crowter, Thomas Pockney, Joſeph Dedman, 
Johm Dean, John Whiting, William Steven, 
John Bawcomb, Robert Parker, John Hogsfleſh, 
John Purſe, John Dean, Thomas Jennings; John 
Snook, junior, Richard Tilſtone, William Turner, 
Walter Sawyers, Charles Mitchell, John Jarmand, 
John Wood, Friend Daniel, William 'Gratwick, 
Nathaniel Hillman, Thomas Roberts, John Aſh- 
man, William Cooter, Thomas Froſt, Michael 
Smith, Richard Carver, Michael Durrant, Emery 
Churcher, Walter Broad, Richard Stoneham, 
James Bennett, Clement Freeman, William Jupp, 
Thomas Crowter, John Barnard, James Mitchell, 
James Millar, otherwiſe Miller, William Newn- 
ham, Jeffery Carver, Randall Button, James 
Carver, John Martin, John Dedman, ſenior, 
William Jennings, William Hards, Thomas 
Gear, William Ruſpridge, Henry Robinſon, and 
| 5x f . 8 Henry 


8 | $HOREHAM. | 

Henry Hannington, were members of the ſaid: 
— in order therefore to prevent ſuch unlawful | 
practices for the. future, and that the ſaid borough 
from henceforth be duly repreſented in parliament, 
be ĩt enacted that the ſaid parties ſhall be, and by 
| tated, and diſabled from giving any vote at any 
dlection for chooſing a member or members to 
ſerve in parliament. It is alſo enacted, That from 
| henceforth it ſhall and may be lawfyl to and for 
every freeholder, being above the age of one and 
twenty years, who ſhall have, within the rape of 
Bramber, in the ſaid county of Suſſex, a freehold 
of the clear yearly value of forty ſhillings, to give 
his vote at every election of a burgeſs or burgeſſes 
P 
New Shoreham. El | 
And it is further enacted, That the right of 
election of a member or members to ſerve in par- 
liament for the ſaid borough of New Shoreham 
ſhall be, and is hereby. declared to be, in ſuch 
freeholders as aforeſaid, and in the perſons who 
by the cuſtom and uſage of the ſaid borough, have, 
or ſhall hereafter have, a right to vote at ſuch 
_Flection; thoſe whoſe names are mentioned herein, 


and 


SHOREHAM. 9 


and incapacitated and diſabled by this 20, only 

excepted: and the conſtable, or other proper 
officer for the time being, to whom the return of 
ſuch .writ or precept does belong, i is hereby re- 
quired to return the perſon or perſons, to ſerve 
in parliament for the ſaid borough, who fhall 
have the major number of votes of ſuch free 
holders and other perſons having a right to vote 
at ſuch election (except ſuch perſons as are herein 
before excepted); any law or _ to the” con. 
ö ary: e e 4 ut 7 7 


The right of declion u now "etal by 
the above act to about twelve hundred frecholders 
of the rape of Bramber, the arts of corruption 
have been defeated, the borough has ſince been 
repreſented by independent country gentlemen, 
and every election has been conducted with con- 
ſtitutional decorum. The practical experiment 
that has been tried here and at Cricklade, of the 
advantages which would attend a parliamentary | 
reform, or even a ſimilar dis franehiſement of the 
corrupt and decayed boroughs, is a complete re- 
futation of every objection that has been urged | 
againſt th that 3 meaſure; : 


ANCIENT 


60 SHORABHAM. 


4 | Ancient 8 


1 e iſh fem the 


5 decay of old Shoreham, at preſent a ſmall village 


8 James. 


to the north-weſt of it, is remarkable for being the 
 - Place where Ella the Saxon landed, with ſupplics 
from Germany, and drove the inhabitants into 
the great wood called Andreſledge, now the 
Weald. He had frequent ſkirmiſhes with the 
| Britons; but having aſterwards beſieged and 
taken Andredcheſter, their chief fortreſs, he 
poſſeſſed himſelf of their country, and 2 


a 9 here. 


New Shoreham. is a borough by preſcription, 
it having ſent members to parliament ever ſince 
the year 1298, in the 26th, year of the reign of 
Edward J. and is governed by two conſtables. It. 
was formerly a more conſiderable place than it is 
at preſent, and had a priory of Carmelite or 
White friars, founded by Sir John Mowbray, 
knight, and alſo an | Rn rated. to St. 


1 


This 3 23 Edw, I, 


Rrohr 
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Rionr or EEC T ION. | 


n Gan. III. c. 3, $ 6. (To be publicly 3 | 
before they proceed to eleftion) Is in ſuch fre- 
holders, and in the perſons who, by the cuſtom 
and uſage of the ſaid borough, had a right to vote 
at ſuch election (fixty-nine perſons in this at 
particularly named, freeholders of the ſaid bo- 
my: always and only excepted). | 


| RervanING Orricens, 5 
The 1 
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Nustvzn or — 
Tuche hundred. 


BRANMHRBER. 


Pot trrieal CHARACTER. 


Tus borough, which conſiſts of ſix-· and · thirty 
miſerable thatched cottages, is compoſed of two 
interſections of a ſtreet, the upper and middle 

parts of which conſtitute the borough of Steyning. 

The Duke of Norfolk is lord of the manor in 
both places; and the conſtables, who are the 
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returning officers in each borough, are choſen at 
his courts{Yeet ; but the ſix-and-thirty cottages, 
which are burgage-holds, and give the right of 
voting to the tenants; are one half of them the 
| property of the Duke of Rutland, and the other 
of Sir Henry Gough Calthorpe, bart. who, ſince 
the year 1786, have each „ en to OT one 
member. 5 | 
In 1786 there was a conteſt between the two 
proprietors of this borough ; when a tenant of 
one of theſe miſerable cottages had the foftitude 
and integrity to reſiſt the offer of a thouſand 
pounds to influence his apoſtaſy ; and we are 
happy to have it in our power fo add, that this 
fact is authenticated by unimpeachable > | 
ay: þ 
|  Akerivt” STAve. 7 
Bramber, which is/an ancient botbugh by pre- 
ſeription, i is: divided into two parts; the north 
part joining to the Steyning, Which! is half a mile 
from the ſouth diviſion, and called Brampton- 
ſtreet. From the year 1298 to 1472 it was 
al with 1 in the vrits for * 
5 bur - 


renn ; 
— 


AME. —_ 


burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament ; ſince which 
time they have elected as different boroughs. It 


is governed by a conſtable, annually 28 by a 


jury of the court let. 


This borough firſt nile to > a anno 
23 Edw, I. though it afterwards intermitted 


ſending ; and ſometimes ſent in conjunction with 
| Sreyning, before 31 Hen. VI. ; 


4,1 6 or Exaerion. | 


1703; 18 Jan. 10 Mar. I7I5, 1 June. Is in 
the. perſons inhabiting houſes, or in houſes built f 


on ancient foundations, paying ſcot and lot. 


ReTunnING Orriexx. 
mee conſtable. 


ea or Vorzns. | 
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PATRONS. 


Dake of Rutland, and Sir Henry Gough Gal 
 —_— 83 


STEYNING. 


8TH 0. 


STEINING. 
„ Feitritl ch,. 


THIS borough, together with that of Bramber, 
conliſts of one ſtreet, not more than two thirds as 
- large as Fetter- lane in London; but conſtituting 
two boroughs, with a right of ſending four mem- 
"bers to parliament 111 hey formerly elected in 
conjunction, and intermitted till 31 Henry VI. 
One part of Bramber is in the centte of the bo- 
rough of Steyning, and a part of Steyning inter- 
ſes Bramber in like manner... Inxeloped in the 
dark cloud of legal quibble and intricacy, they 
preſent us, like all the rotten boroughs, with a 
finiſhed picture of political deformity ; irregular 
in their diſtricts, unintelligible in their conſtitu- 
tions, indefinite in their' rights, corrupt, in the 
_ exerciſe of their functions, contradictory in their 
| Nd{pective organizations, and adverſe: to the an- 
cient eſtabliſhed principles of the conſtitution, 
= and the rights of men. i 


. The right of A 00 hits: yo bs of 
| litigation in this place for near a century, and has 

but juſt received a final deciſion from a committee 

conſtituted under the authority of 28 Geo. III. 

| | | to 
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— the ſame, upon an ppeal from a | 
contrary 8 — e 5 


2 ee eee 
nee i 
almsz 127 0 4 
| os Cat le ir 
Holders (inhabitants) . 

WW * 12 = 

In 17791, to be in 10 inhabitants of ancient 
houſes, and houſes built on the ſeites of ancient 
houſes, within the borough of Steyning, being 
| houlehohlets, x PET oy lot, and Hot been | 

5 
and determine che merits of the petition of James 

Martin. Lloyd, efq. and other, reſolved, | 


Arr. 


| „That no perſort have/a right 10 vote at an 
ettion en e ſerve tl eee 
te borough of Steyning, in reſpect of any houſes 
within the borough of Braraber, the tyching of 
. ene 
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pay ing ſcot and oy and not receiving alms. 
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The faid dea commines at be fume time, 
alſo detetmined, | FITTED - ERS 


That the dads Gio of bares ſerve 


in parliament for the borough of Steyning, i in the 


county of Suſſex, Js 1 in the conſtable 
holders, itants within the ſaid 


uſe- 


Sigh, | 


The 83 built on ancient WOE TD 


; the property of Sir John Honeywood ; the reſt 


belong to the Duke of Norfolk: and as thoſe of a 
general deſcription are more numerous, the reſo- 


lution of 1722, repealing that of 1791 0 changes : 
the patron, and gives that influence to the Duke 


of Norfolk, which the fornier gave to Sir John 
: . 


. * 97 144 * 
* a 5 9344 ” 


The reſolution on 791 ouſted Heary Hownad 
eſq. the preſent member for Arundel, who had a 
majority of the houſeholders paying ſcot and 
lot, and declared | John Curtis, ſq. who had 


only the votes of thoſe perſons who-inhabited = 


houſes dul — tuly clo, 


The 3 of 179% eſtabliſhed the Gedtben 


of James Martin Lloyd, elq. who polled the 


* 
2 * 
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identical votes which. were deemed il leg 1 1 the 
preceding year ; and Mr, Whitbread, the peti- 
tioner, Jef his ſeat by the ſame Ne . 


Mr. nen one. i 
een .10,.nmidgednt od honey „i: io 
bona eee 

dutive of the ſamie parliamentary inconſiſtency 

which diſtinguiſhed the borough of Saltaſh in the 
for that place by the deciſion of a committee in 

1785, againſt the petition of Lord Strathaven, 

and the ſame Mr. Curtis, who has now ſucceeded 

at Steyning, on the right" of the corporation to 

def the members for that borough. In 178), c 

Mr. Lemon, the petitioner, by the determination 
of a ſecond committee appointed to try the 
ame queſtion, ſucceeded on the votes of the bur- 
gage-holders, and ouſted che Earl of Morning- 

a Rent een A rere 

ee, ea wag * ma #5 


Thus too ae e ts ah 
in e e Brine d, und be 
* the fame borough, upon the right of different 
* deſefiptions ef cler who bad each of 

2 F 2 © n 
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This is exadtly the caſe dei the e 
of this borough. The inhabitants of houſes 
built on ancient foundations, and the inhabitants 
in general, have each been declared to have the 
right of election; and a member, choſen by each 
deſcription of voters, has Dye b e 
» ti. Fe 


K LA Axeibr Ard, 
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eie is an ancient borough * preſcription; 
of which little more can be ſaid than that it was 
of ſome note in the 'time of the Saxons, when it 
had a church or monaſtry, in which St. Cudman 
was interred. It had alſo a priory of Benedictine 
Monks, ſubordinate to the Abbey of Trinity, at 
Fiſcamp, in Normandy, founded by King Edward 
the Conſeſſor, and dedicated to Mary Magdalen, 
which, at the diſſolution of the alien priories, 
was « given" tothe, ab of Yew, an PIO. 
— chief Mi Forks of this rome) b is a con- 
able, who is annually choſen at the court- 
leert. = 1 / * . 
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7 This place firſt ſent to parliament, Ear. II. 
and aſter intermitted ſending (as. Bramber bad 
ADE 220 till 3t Hen. VI. d O n ide; 
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THE right of voting; "ater allowed to. 
be, by a reſolution of the houſe of commons, in 
the inhabitants as well as burgage-holders; but 
by a ſubſequent one it is confined to the. latter 
deſcription of perſons only. The burgage-bolds 
here are in number thirtyrſix . twenty-nine f 
1 are the property of the Duke of Dorſet; 
We F 5 and 


70 mor oni FAD. 


and de renjiieing feven | belotig to perſons reli= 
ding in“ dhe place, This minority is ſo inconſi- 
derable, that no oppoſition” can; be made to the 


\ Duke's intereſt. If indeed the laſt, reſolution of 
the houſe of commons were reſcinded, and the 


right of election left where it was, previous to to 
that determination, an attempt to ſhake off the 
ariſtocratic yoke, might chen 38, ſucceſsful, as 
it would be commendable ; but it would be, in 
the preſent ſtate of things, both ridjeulous 0 _ 
impolitic de emempt it. Lis. 07401 5 24 


3 Srarz. | 0 


. Faſt Grinſtead, which i is fo 3 diſtinguiſh 
it from another town of the ſame name, about 
ten miles ſouth-weſt of it, called Weſt Grinſtcad, 
is thirty miles ſouth of London, and a borough by 
preſcription ; having ſent burgeſſes to parliament 
ever ſince the year 1307, the firſt your of the 
9 8 hey W bee 
118 a ue a . beet e T's 
It is governed by a bailiff, ae / the 
burgage⸗holders at the annual cout of the Duke 
of Dorſet, who is lord 8 
e ar ee oo) 
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' John Sackville, earl of Dorſet, in the reign of 
King James I. built an hoſpital here, and en- 
dowed it with 33o0l. a year, for the ſupport of 

Pen e e 
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preſcription, the inhabitants, as well as the 
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'THIS borough was under the influence of Sir 
. George Colebrooke, in the days of his affluence ; 
| fince which time its repreſentation has been an 
an object of conteſt, till 1784, when art agree- 
ment took place between the electors and the 
Duke of Norfolk, whoſe ancient and venerable 
caſtle is near the town, that each party ſhould 
name one of its members. The corporation are 
in the intereſt of the Duke, who has likewiſe 
built a magnificent inn, and has a conſiderable 
property in this borough. and rn 
hood. 
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In 1780 4 ee MAGE to the houſe 
of commons by the Hon. Percy Charles Wyndham, 
complaining of the undue election and return of 
Sir Patrick Crauford, knt. and Thomas Fitz- 
herbert, eſq. a committee was appointed on 
| = the 6th of March, 1781, to try the merits of the 
11 Sy ſame; when it appeared in cyidenee; that a fociety 

b in this. borough, under the name of the 
8 Na 


Wu 


"A x N D els og 


Malt-houſe Club; nes d eee cad: * 
Practices, to the Chriſtian Club et Shorcham ; ESE, 
actually received thirty-guineas a man for giving 

their votes at the preceding election. The evi- 

dence did not extend to the incapacitation of both 

the members. Mr. Fitzherbert was included in 

the allegations of the petition, but not in the de- — 
ciſion of the a eee ee be 

. ortho nn 258 : #6149427; 


Ahn Sir patrick Crauford, kat. was __ , ; 
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| Thax 15 Hon. Perc Charles vnn. the 
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William Baker, ld. was unanimouſly choſen to 
fag wan. tas 8 et 8 
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Abe prefpit.mengbers are, Henjy, Eat, cy 
z relation to the Duke of Norfolk, and Sir George 


Thomas, bart. a. Dalo-Lark, near this borough... 
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3 which is ſo called 1 its 3 


| —— on the bank of the river Arun, 
is pleaſantly ſeated on the ſide of à hill, eight 
miles eaſt of Chicheſter, and fifty-five ſouth-weſt, 
by ſouth of London. The firſt account we have: 
of cis town is in King Alfred's will, in which he 
beſtows it on-Athelm, hig brother ſon, Some 
| wilt have it to have been the Portus/ Arundi of 
© . the Romans; but this opinion does not appear 
do be countenanced by any good authority. It 
uns famous in the time of che Saxons for its caſtle, 
5 wich is ſaid to have been a mile in compaſs, | 
and was given by William the Conqueror to 
Neger de Montgomery his kinftnan, who repaired 
. ir. One of his deſcendants forfeited it, by en- 
— 8gagingin a rebellion againſt King Henry I. Ade. | 
Ha, that prince's confort, had it in dower; and 
her ſecond huſband; Wiltiam de Albani, defended - 
it againſt King Stephen, in favour of the Empreſs 
Maud, who, ts recompence- bis ſervices, ereated 
him Earl of Arundel, which title is, in limita- 
tion, different from others ;-that honour being ſo 
annexed, that whoſoever is poſſeſſed | of this caſtle 
and ſignory'is; without creation, Earl of Arundel. 
From the Albani, it deſcended by marridge to 
the Nenne — 
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Howard, ee 


bee .... 
of conſiderable importance, which occaſianed a 
great contention between the king and parlia« 
ment, who ſhould be maſters of it, It was firſt 
ſummoned by Lord Hopton, who obliged it to 
ſurrender in three days time; but Waller march. 
ing from London witch confiderable forces, beat 
up Lord Hopton's quarters by the way, and then 
marching to Arundel caſtle, ſoon retook it, and- 
allowed the garriſon quarter. It is ſtill ſtanding, 
though far from being perfect in every part; it i 
howeyer in a good condition, and is one of the ſeats 
of ati a pr e of Arundeb ang 
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ima Nicholas's A Aa bcc * 
ol four Bisck Canons, ſubject to the manaſtry of 


Been in Normandy, ſuppoſed to have been founded 


by Roger de Montgomery, earl of Arundel, in | 
the reign of William the Conqueror; but in the 
time of Richard II. it was aboliſhed ; and the 
church made collegiate- Upon the diffolution 
ol this college it vas endowed with a revenue, - 
Which Fe ved at * 148, gd. a ear 
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76 ARVNDEL, 


li he eig of Elend II. here was a hauſe of 
Black Friars ; and in the reign of Richard II. an 
hoſpital was founded by Richard, Earl of Arundel, 
' which was dedicated to the Trinity, and endowed 
dre Eee We e men 
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beth, by a mayor, and twelve burgeſles. - The 
mayor is annually choſen, and is judge at a court- 
leet of the lord of the manor, held every three 
weeks. - He has the authority of a juſtice af the 
peace, though he ſeldom executes the office; he 
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© WARWICK Ob. t. 


HIS county, from the opulſnce und erent 
| of its manufactories, is independent; in a 
great degree of ariſtocratic controul ; but it has 
been the laſt in the kingdom to emancipate itſelf 
from high church bigotry, and that ſpirit of per- 
ſecution, which, in proportion to the increaſe of 
b and ee ee 
in every part of Fuße. 75 J ep th 
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Tune late Abnerhi les in this county, 2 
thoſe of June 178g, is a humiliating proof to the 
people of this country that they do not take the 
lead in the extinction of prejudice, or in the ad- 
eee, e eee O_ 
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78 WARWICK county, 


The town of Birmingham, from its extent and 
population, has ſufficient welght to return one of 
the county repreſentatives, "Which the people of 
that place never fail to avail, themſeol ves of, not- 
withſtanding the indifference that is affected to be 
ſhewn by ſome leading individuals, to the advan- 
ages they would derive. from's Sag 8755 
| 8 gra | i 

This county, which received its name from War- 
-wick, the county-town,! is bounded on the north 
by Staffordſhire and Leiceſterſhite on che caſt, 
by Leiceſterſhire, Northamptonſhire, and part of | 
Oxfordſhize.; on the ſauth, by the laſt-mentionied 
county and Glouceſterſhire and on the well, by 

| Glouceſterſhire, Worceſterſhire, and | Stafford» 
| ſhire; extending in length thirty-three miles, 
tuenty-ſix in breadth, and one hundred . 


= edle in clecumforende. +, Ad 


189 


This is one of the five counties Which, at the 
arrri val of the Romans, wete' inhabited by the 
| Cornavil. It contains many Roman antiquities, 
particularly cwo of their military ways, natnely, 
Walting-ſtreet,, and the Foſſe- way. The for- 


mer dirides the north-eaſt part of the county from 


. taking * the coaſt of 
; 5 Kent, 
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Kent, through London, and by. * 
ſhire, to this county, from whence it extends to 
York, and the Picts wall. The Foſſe-way enters 
the north-eaſt ſide at High- croſa, and, running 
Moms — axes rf ea 
into Glouceſterſhire.; Under the Saxon bepr 


En of whe. Kingdom of Neri 
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Warvickſhire is divided into five hundreds, 
containing one city, and. thirteen market-t0wns, 
viz, the. city of Coventry, Atherſton,, Aulceſter, 
Birmingham, Bitidrd, Coleſhill," Henley, Kine- 
ton, Nuneaton, Rugby, Southam, Stratford, 
Sutton-Cofield, and Warwick, It lies in the pro- 
vince of Canterbury, partly, in the dioceſe, of | 
- Litchfield and Coventry, and partly in chat .of _ 
| Was. 2 hundred and fiſty-cight © 
pariſhes, . ſix members to parliament, 
namely, N ts of the ſhire ne. the: county; | 
two citizens tor the city 8 two bur. 
. iy hgh e * W., 1 us 
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| mint ils hüthe chmod Aich in thie ess 
of Colcheſter, Boſton, Bridport, and this place, 
has been explained to be houſekeepers paying 


ſeot and lot: though. in the caſe of Pool, the ſame 


wick-caſtle, adjoining to this-town, and the inde· 
pendent party. In 1780, and in 47 84. the Hon. 


C. F. Greville, and Robert Ladbtoke, eſq wert re- 


turned to repreſentthis town In parliament, in op- 


poſition to his Lordſhip' 3 lnterelt. At che laſt ge⸗ 
neral election however, i in 1790, thoſe geniflenient 
conceived that the Earl of ne influence had- - 
mereaſed to a | 
d ley WHT. Net decline An opp6- 
tion to it, which would a ve been attended with 
N the certainiy of much expehce, and the uncer- 


degree: in co uence of 


tainty of being finally. ſuccelafu]. | Lord Arden, 
and Henry Gage, eſq.* now Lord Viſcount Gage, 


wg both in the Earl's ifitereſt, were rerurned withoue . 


a conteſt. Upon Mr. Gage's ſucceeding 10 his 


„„ 


 -Uncle's title, che Tons Mr. Villiers was pro- 
| poſed by his Lordſhip's friends; and Mr. Knight, 
by the independent party. Mr. Villiers obtained 
r over Nr. e nearly 
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| word was defined to be the fele@ burgeſles only, | 
There have been frequent ſtruggles here for ſu- 
periority between the Earl of Warwick. of War- 
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4 ** The latter gentleman has Deritioned 
parliament, in which he complains of the undue 
influence which had been uſed againſt him at the 
time of election, &c. but the merits of it have 
not as yet come on to be heard ert. com- 
man. the r 00 | 
| * eee PAGES 9 W 
Warwick, RET is nine miles to the ſouth of | 
Gen was called by the ancient Britons 
Caer Guaruic, and in the Saxon; Warringwic. 
Some derive its name from Waremund, the father 
of Offa; king of the Mercians, and others from 
Guarth, a Britiſh word, which ſignifies a fortreſs. 
It is the chief town in the county, from which 
Warwickſhire takes its name, and is ſeated on a 
rocky aſcent on the north ſide of the river Avon, 
at the diſtance of eighty- four miles north-weſt of _ 
London, where a way is cut to it through the 
rock, from each of the four cardinal points. Some 
have aſſerted that Warwick was built by Kim 
beline, one of the Britiſh kings, cotemporary 


with our Saviour. It is Mid'to have been almoſt I 


deſtroyed by the Picts and Scots, and that it lay 

ſome time in ruins, till it was rebuilt by Carac-⸗ 

tn who erected. a palace here. About this - 
* . | G * time 
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time the Romans, under the conduct of Oftorius, 
extending their conqueſts in Britain, built ſeveral 


| forts and garriſons on the river Avon, among 


which Camden ſuppoſes one was at this town, to 


which they gave the name of Præſidium. It 
was, however, again almoſt deſtroyed and laid 


waſte, till it was repaired by. Conſtantine, the 
father of Uter Pendragon; but he being ſlain by 
the Picts, in one of their incurſions, the town | 
was again ruined, and was at length reſtored by 
a Britiſh prince. After this it began to flouriſh ; 


and Dubritius made it an epiſcopal ſee, appoint- 


ing a church, dedicated to All Saints, to be hie 
cathedral. When the Saxons came over, they 

ravaged the country as they vent along, and | 
cauſed the biſhop to fly for ſafety into Wales. By 


the wars which followed,' the town was again laid 
in Tuins: Some time after, king Warramond, 


from whom the kings of Mercia deſcended, re- 


built the town, and called it Warra- wic, after 


his own name; after which it was again deſtroyed 


by the Danes, and repaired by the lady Ethel- 


fleda, who, about the year 915, built a forti- 
eee called ir the Dun- 
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WARWICK, TQWN- 23 
- The Norman conqueror, after his victory at 
Haſtings, erected many ſtrong caſtles for his own 
ſecurity, of which this was none of the meaneſt, 
and, when finiſhed, committed it to the cuſtody | 
of Henry de Newbery, earl of Warwick. To- 
wards the end of King Stephen s reign, Henry, 
duke of Normandy, arriving in England, the 
counteſs Gundred expelled the king's ſoldiers, 
and reſigned this caſtle to the duke, who was 
ſoon after, made king of England, by the name 
of Henry II. Guy de Beauchamp, earl of War- 
wick, and governor of this caſtle, dying in the 
ninth year of King Edward II. was ſucceeded by | 
his ſon Thomas, who, i in the reign of Edward III. 
rebuilt the outer wall of the caſtle, and erected 
ſeveral towers; but that at the north-eaſt corner, 
called Guy's tower, was erected by Thomas, earl 
of Warwick, in the ſeventeenth year of King 
Richard the Second's reign. At length George 
duke of Clarence was made governor of this caſtle; 
at whoſe death, it being ſeized into the king's 
hands, it continued in the poſſeſſion of the crown 
till the ſeventeenth year of Henry VII. when 
Edward Belknap, eſquire, of the body to the king, 
was made conſtable. In the firſt year of Ed- 
ward VI. John Dudley was advanced to the. 
_ earldom of Warwick ; but upon his aer, 
„ G 2 


3 WARWICK Town. 


in the firſt of Queen Mary, this caſtle eſcheated 
to the crown. Queen Elizabeth gave it to Sir 
Andrew Dudley, carl of Warwick ; but, for want 
of heirs, it again reverted to the crown, and was 
beſtowed by King James I. on Sir Fulke Greville 


in fee. It was at that time made uſe of as the 
county-gaol; but Sir Fulke, at the expence of 


20,0001. rendered it a moſt beautiful ſtructure. 
In the caſtle are ſhown the ſword and accoutre- 
ments of the famous Guy, earl of Warwick, who 
is thought to have lived in the time of King 
Athelſtan, and whoſe exploits 'are related with 


ſueh romantic circumſtances, that the whole me | 


generally deemed. fabulous, 


On the 5th of September, 3 the greateſt 
part of the town was reduced to aſhes, and the 
I ſuſtained. were | computed at about 

00,0001. but it was ſoon rebuilt in a handſome 


manner, and is now a * ee town. 


When Us 1 came over, it was only a 


borough, containing two hundred and ſixty-one 
houſes, of which one hundred and thirty-one 


belonged to the king, and one 18 and twelve 

to the barons. | r | 
This borough ſent aka ab 455 
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Conroxarron. 
This is a very ancient corporation, being made 


a mayor town by Queen Mary, in the year 1554, 
and re- incorporated by King Charles II. under 


whoſe charter it is at preſent governed by a 
mayor, a recorder, twelve aldermen or brethren, 
and L c r or nfs. ot 
men, | | | 

\ The county aſſizes and general wer cker 
are held in this town. | 


Riour or n | 


1628, 3 May: Is in the commonalty of the 
ſaid town. 


1722, 31 Jan. 1 perſons only 6 ; 
to church and poor in the ſaid borough. 7 


NUN or Vortexs, 
; Abour re hundred. 


17 5  »ReTuRNING Otten, 
The mayor. | 


” Parkon,” | 
1 The Earl of Warwick. : 
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Porrrical CHARACTER, 


A $1n6vULAR caſe occurred at the election for 
this city in 1780. Mr. Roe Yeo and Mr. Hol- 
royd were candidates in the intereſt. of admi- 
niſtration ; and Sir Thomas Halifax and Thomas 
Rogers, eſq. were ſupported by the corporation 
of Coventry, in oppoſition to thoſe gentlemen; 
On the gth day of September the election com- 
menced, and the poll was opened and conducted 
in a peaceable and orderly manner for abbut the 
ſpace of half an hour, when -upwards GF five 
hundred perſons, who were not freemen or in- 
habitants of this city, tumultuouſly aſfembled to- 
gether at the place of election, with a blue flag 
carried before them, and having blue and white 


cockades in their hats, the badges by which the 


party of Roe Yeo and Holroyd were diſtinguiſhed, 
and there beat and ill treated all the electors wha 
came to vote for Halifax and Rogers, and ſo im 
peded and obſtructed the voters, that the ſheriffs 
adjourned the poll to the Monday following, | being 
the: eleventh of the ſaid month of September, and 


* 
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continued the ſame by divers adjournments, from 
day to day, to the 18th of the ſaid month, in 

order that the ſaid election might be made; but 
the poll was impeded, from time to time, by like 
tumults and aſſaults; and though the magiſtrates 

had appointed two hundred and thirty additional 
conftables to preſerve” the peace, and to open a 

free acceſs for the voters on both ſides to come 
and poll, yet no more than eighty-three, out of 
two thouſand, could give their votes: for which 
reaſon the ſheriffs could not cauſe to be elected 
two citizens, e to the form and _ of 
uy writ. | | 


\ 


The ſheriffs having certified the above to the 

houſe of commons, on the ſixth day of No- 

 vember following, they were ordered to attend 
the Houſe on the 230 of the ſame month. 


A petition of Sir Thathes Halifax, and Thomas 
Rogers, eſq. of fimilar import, was preſented to 
the houſe on the 2oth of the ſame month ; which 
was ordered to be taken into conſideration on the 
ſame day that the ſheriffs were to attend; as was 

another petition of certain electors in the intereſt 
n Thomas Halifax and Mr. Rogers. | 
Ty G4 V 
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A peiition of Edward Roe 3 eſq. and John 
Baker Holroyd, eſq. was: alſo preſented on the 
ſame day, ſtating, that the ſheriffs, who are 
. Choſen by the mayor and aldermen, and were the 
declared friends and partiſans of their opponents, 
Sir Thomas Halifax, and Thomas Rogers, eſq. 
had ſhewn the moſt flagrant partiality to thoſe ,_ 
gentlemen, by conſtructing the poll- booth in ſuch 
a manner as to allow a commodious acceſs, 
through the mayor's-parlour, to the voters in the 
intereſt. of Halifax and Rogers, while the agents 
and friends of the petitioner were obliged. to 
- aſcend by a ladder ; and enumeratihg a variety of 
other charges, to ſhew the groſs partiality and 
"" conduct of the ect. 12 


5 


This boa was alſo ondered to > be — MY into | 
My} conſideration with all the former. A new writ . 
having been ifſued on the 21ſt Nov. following, 
petitions. were again - preſented from Mr. Roe 
_ Yeo, and Mr. Holroyd, complaining, that i in the 
interval of time between the general election and 
the 29th day of November, when a ſecond elec- | 
tion was had in purſuance of the above writ, a 
great number of freemen were illegally admitted 
to the freedom of the ſaid city, who had no right 
| | : to 


COVENTRY./ 89 
to ſuch freedom, and without paying the uſual 
fees on admiſſion, on condition of their under- 
taking to vote, at the ſaid election, for Sir Thomas 
Halifax, and Thomas Rogers, eſq. and that a 
great number of perſons duly intitled to be ad- 

mitted to the freedom of the ſaid city, demanded 
in the uſual manner to be ſo admitted, being ready 
to produce the evidence of their titles, and to pay 
_ the uſual fees; but were refuſed to be admitted, be- 
cauſe they were believed to be in the intereſt of the 
petitioners ; and that, at the ſaid laſt election, aſter 
the poll had laſte near three weeks, almoſt all 
the legal freemen having, then voted, and when 
it was known that there would be a large majority 
of votes in favour of the petitioners, a great 


number of perſons were, on Monday the 18th, - 


and. Wedneſday the 20th of December laſt, in a 
fraudulent and clandeſtine manner, admitted to 
the freedom of the ſaid city, although the ſaid 
perſons had no title to ſuch freedom, and were 
known, by the members of the corporation, Wbo 
compoſed the council-chambers at which they 
were admitted, to have no title, and without pay- 
ing the accuſtomed fees, or any fees, on condition 
of their voting for the ſaid Sir Thomas Halifax, 
and Thomas Rogers, ele 7 Ta 
The 


90 | COVENTRY, 


The above petition alſo contained the uſual 
allegations of the returning officers, admitting 
theſe freemen to poll, who were not duly qua- 
lified, and rejecting others who were fo qualified; 
and of the ſaid candidates, Sir Thomas Halifax, 
and Thomas Rogers, eſq. having, by themſelves, 
or Ds; been guilty of e Sec. e t 

9 7 Q2 
A fmilar- perlefvn was FRF from ef | 
of the freemen in the intereſt of Mr. Roe Teo 
and Mr. Holroyd, which were both ordered to 
be taken into conſideration on Aker f x —_ | 

GE un, 1981, a 1 

On the 3 iſt of fly, 19617 Thomas AA ; 
and Thomas Butler, late ſheriffy' of Coventry, 
were brought to the bar of the houſe of commons, 
and had leave to be heard by ert in thelr Juſ- | 
tification, in 


| Kei of Edward Roe Yeo, eſq. and John 
Baker Holroyd ( now-Lord Sheffield, of the king- 
dom of Ireland), and alſo of ſeveral freemen 
of the city of Coventry, on behalf of themſelves | 
and others, complaining of the conduct of the 
ag” NOS, being =” to the ſaid Thomas 
Noxon, 


/ 
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EOVENTRY. | 91 
Noxon and Thortas Butler, leave was given them 
to be heard by counſel againſt the charges in the 
faid petition, and the colinſel for the petitioners 
ordered to proceed in ſupport of the Allegations 
of their petition, ' | 


| Orders were made for fixty=uite witneſſes to 
attend. in ſupport of the charges againſt the 
| ſheriff; ahd the matter had a full inveſtigation, 
after various adjournments, on the 1 Sth of 
March, 1781; when the order of the day being 
read for the attendance of Mr. Thomas Noxon 
and Mr. Thomas Butler, late ſheriffs of the city 
of Coventry, and for taking into further conſide- 
ration the ſeveral petitions preſented to this 
houſe upon the 20th day of November laſt, re- 
lating to the return made by the ſaid ſheriffs at 


the laſt general election: D 


The ſaid ſheriffs, Ro the cnet for 25 
Sheffield and Mr. Roe Veo, and for the ſeveral 
freemen of the city 'of Coventry, who have pe- 


titioned this houſe, complaining of the conduct 
of the ſaid ſheriffs, were called in; 


And the ſheriffs acquainted the houſe That 

; the counſel they had applied to had not time to 
prepare himſelf to undertake their defence. 
| Then 
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Then one of the, counſel for Lord Sheffield 
and Mr. Roe Yeo, and for the ſeveral freemen of 
the city of Coventry, who have petitioned this 
houſe, complaining of the conduct of the faid 
ſheriffs, ſummed up their evidence ; WET 


by And the ſheriffs ling aſked by Mr. A 
what they had to ſay in juſtification of their not 


| having made any return. of members to ſerve in 


parliament, at the laſt general election; and in 
anſwer to the matters charged againſt them in the 
petitions of Lord Sheffield and Mr. Roe Veo, and 
of the ſeveral freemen of the city. of Coventry, 
who have petitioned this 88 ene of 

f e en | 184 —— 


The ald ſheriffs were heard; 58 os de- 
fired that their under-ſheriff, who attended as their 
| agent, might examine the witneſſes who had been 
8 ordered to attend this houſe o on their behal f; ig 


The ſaid 3 was called i in; 4 at the boy: 
examined the ſeveral witneſſes who were attending, 
in e of the conduct of the e 9 


And the faid agent, n ſbmines to the 
houſe, That the ſaid ſheriffs had fill ſeveral other 
wit- 


. Srl. „ 


witneſſes, but that den ume now at Coventry, 


and that they therefore deſired further time, in 


in order to have an n to furmon the 
3 TIF . | * . 


The faid ſheriffs and their e andthe Gilg 


counſel, were directed to withdraw. 


And a motion being made, and the queſtion 
being put, That the further attendance of the 
« ſaid ſheriffs, and the further conſideration of 
« the ſeveral petitions relative to the return-made 
« by. them for the city of Coventry, at the laſt 


« general election, I Mets till this ON 


-M ee 1 


bes paſſed in the negative. 


%. 


Then the ſaid theriffs ins their agent, and the 


| ſaid counſel, were again called in; 


eb. che ſhbritfh 1 acquainted the 
that _ had nor any other vitneſſes to ny 


The faid ſheriffs and their agent, and the aid 


counſel, were again directed to withdraw. 


Reſolved, 
4 
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menue. 


aue « That it appears to this houſe, that 


* at the laſt general election of citizens to 


& ferve in Parliament for the city of Co- 


« ventry, Thomas Noxon and Thomas But- 
« ler, the ſheriffs, who were the returning 
« officers at the ſaid election, were not pre- 


.« yented, by riots or otherwiſe, from making 


« a return of members to ſerve in parliament | 
« forthe ſaid 882 160 444 | 
l 


Reſolved, nem. con. « That the aid Thomas 
„ Noxon and Thomas Butler, late ſheriffs of 


the ſaid city of Coventry, not having made 
any return of members to ſerve in parlia- 
« ment, at the late general election, for the 


_ « ſaid city, are thereby guilty of a high vio- 
lation of the law, and a grofs breach of 


15 we privileges of * . # 


A motion was had and the qqueſtibn being 
propoſed, « That the ſaid Thomas Noxon and 
Thomas Butler be, for their ſaid offence, com- 

« mitted to his majeſty's gaol of Newgate, and 

„ that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrants accord- - 
„ ingly * | | $195,218 


F 
- * * 
- - 
" 
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An amendment was propoſed to be made to 
the queſtion, by leaving out the words, his 
„ majeſty's gaol of Newgate, and inſerting the 

words, “the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms at- 
Ne this houſe,” inſtead thereof. 
> _ dh. 5 put, that the words 


_ his majeſty's gaol of Newgate,” ſtand part of 
; the On Sho cfps] 


| 1; 


med in the afirmative. 
Then the main A tin put; 


þ PEO „ That hs aid hath ee and 
| « Thomas Butler, be, for their ſaid offence, 
committed to his majeſty's gaol of New- 
„ gate and that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his 
23308 e re ee 01 
:On = "oh 45 of Nlarch t the nud ſheriffs 
; ee petition to the houſe, ſetting forth 
"that they had been found guilty of a high viola- 
tion of the law, and a groſs breach of the privi- 
leges of the houſe, for not having made any re- 
turn of members to ſerve in parliament at the laſt 
NEH N | ſt 
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general election for the city of Garry; und | 


that they were thoroughly ſenſible of the great 


-offence they had been guilty of, ant humbly 


b ee eg ee F Mr 
eee a 132 


They were eee ordered to be cert | 


up to the bar the next day, when they were re- 
W ann and een, 5 


8 7 9004; | 

A committee was appointed, on the 1 h of | 

February, to try the merits of the petition of 

Mr. Roe Yeo and Lord Sheffield, againſt the 

return of Sir Thomas Halifax, and Thomas 
Rogers, eſq. who reported, on the 29th of the 
ſaid n. that the en were wy can 


»\ 


FI oy ** & 146; 
Mr. Elves, 3 cee of eg We ee 


alſo reported. That it appeared, that much 
* partiality and fraud was uſed in the admiſſion of 

* perſons to the freedom of the city of Coventry, 
during the laſt election in that city. The com- 
* mittee are of opinion, that it would be ex- 
© pedient, in order to prevent the like fraudulent 
practice for the future, that a bill W * 


FRIES for that e | 
| 1 toon | 
A bill 


* er GN TE 7 
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A bill was accord ingly brought in, on the 12th 


i of March, | for: better regulating elections of ci- 
tizens to fe in parliament for the city of Coventry; 
which was paſſed into a law on the 14th of May, 


and received the We aſſent on the 5th of July 
ects. bf 


This city is not under 3 influence, 
| and might be perfectly independent i in the choice 


of its members, if the preſent deſtructive mode 
1 nen was aboliſhed. 


It is worthy Þ WF that the caſe of Hindon 
affords us the only inſtance, in the preſent reign, 
of a proſecution being ordered by the houſe of 


commons againſt any candidate for bribery ; and 


that the Coventry caſe is the only one which occurs, 


in the ſame period of time, of a returning officer 


being puniſhed for partiality. In both caſes 


| * e ee is 


Ave Srarz. 


e is, in ſome writings, called Coventria; 


from a rich convent which formerly ſtood there: 


but others are of opinion, that it was derived . | 


from Cranial, the name of a rivulet now called 


Vor. Tn” r "> *:;0E 


— 
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e ee whitheuelchemmgh e bn Ks 
ſituated ninety miles north-weſt of London, has 


enjoyed many privileges and immunities from 
ſeveral of our kings, and is, jointly with the city 
of Litchfield, the ſee of a biſhop. + Edward the 
Third granted this city a mayor and two bailiffs ; 
and Henry the Sixth, who annexed ſeveral villages 


and hamlets to it, granted, that the city, with 


nineteen villages, ſhould be an incorporated 
county, diſtin from the county of Warwick; 


and that the bailiffs of the city ſhould be ſheriffs 


of the county; but Edward the Fourth was ſo 


| offended at the attachment the citizens had ſhewn 


to Henry the Sixth, that he took the ſword 
from the mayor, and disfranchiſed the city, 
The citizens however redeemed their charter by 
the payment of five hundred marks; four years 


after which, that prince was fo perfectly recon- 


ciled, that he kept St. George's feaſt at enn, | 


and ſtood NOT to the ne child. 


This city holds 6 for all actions; has) a Sil 


for felons as well as debtors, and ſends two 
ann 172 We ES 


. which gives the title of earl to * 


family of the ſame name, is remarkable for a fair; 
| : on 
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on the firſt day of which is a proceſſion, in honour 
of Lady Godiva, and is founded on the following 
tradition :=Leofric, earl of Mercia, and firſt lord 
of Coventry, who died in the thirteenth year of 
the reign of Edward the Confeſſor, being offended 
at the citizens, loaded them with heavy taxes; on 
which Godiva, his lady, a woman of moſt exem- 
plary virtue and piety, . inceſſantly ſolicited him 
to caſe their burdens, At length, tired with her 
importunities, he told her he would take off the 

duties, provided ſhe would ride naked, in open 
day- light, through the moſt frequented parts of 
the city; flattering himſelf that her modeſty 
would prevent her complying with the condition. 

| The lady, ſenſibly touched by the diſtreſs of the 
city, reſolved to relieve it, even on the terms pro- 
poſed.” She therefore iſſued orders to the citizens, 
that all their doors and windows ſhould be ſhut, 
and that nobody ſhouldattempt to look out, on pain 
| of death; and then rode naked through the ſtreets 
on horſeback ; but her hair, hanging looſe about 
her, was ſo long, that it covered her down to her 
legs. It is added, that while ſhe was riding in 
this manner through the ſtreets, none dared to 
look at her, except a taylor, who, as a puniſh- 
ment for his violating the injunction of the noble 

| n „ 


2 


= a which had been publiſhed with ſo pious and 
- benevolent a defign, was ftruck blind. This 
taylor is now known by the name of Peeping Tom; 
and the window through which he is ſaid to have 

- gratified his curioſity, is ſtill ſhewn, with his 
effigy in it; which is always new dreſſed on the 


anniverſary of the proceſſion...  , 


In the reign of Henry the Fourth, a parliament 


was held at Coventry; when, in the writs directed 


to the ſheriff, it was ordered, that no perſon 
ſhould be elected who was ſkilled in the law ; on 
which account this was called the en par- 


liament. 


This city had many religious houſes and hoſ- - 
pitals. Here was a famous convent of nuns in 


the time of the Saxons, under the government of 
St. Oſburg, which was deſtroyed by the Danes in 


1016. Im the room of this convent was erected 
a noble priory, which, according to Speed, was 
founded by King Canute ; but Dugdale informs 
us, that the Earl of Mercia and his lady were 
the founders. It had at firſt an abbot and twenty 


four Benedictine monks, and was dedicated to 
the * __ St. FO: and St. Oſburg. 


To 
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To this priory the earl gave twenty-four lordſhips, 
with all the liberties and privileges which he him- 
ſelf had enjoyed in them; and the charter was 
confirmed by King Edward the Confeſſor. Upon 
the vacancy of an abbot, in 1995, Robert de 
Limeſey, biſhop af Cheſter, obtained the cuſtody 
of the abby, and leave to remove his epiſcopal - 
ſeat thither. The monks, however, held their 
places, though they were very uneaſy under his 
government; and were at length expelled, and 
canons put in their room; but Pope Innocent 
turned them out, and replaced the monks, who 
obtained ſeveral letters of protection from the 
kings and popes, with new additions to their 
former. revenues. The priors had a feat in par- 
liament; and the monaſtry continued in a flouriſu- 
ing condition till the diſſolution of religious 
houſes, when its revenues were valued at 732h, a 
%% ³˙·¹A FA | ; 


\ 


In this city was an ancient college or hoſpital, 
conſiſting of a maſter or warden, and ſeveral 
brothers and fiſters, founded in the beginning of 
the reign of Henry the Second, chiefly at the 
expence of Ed mund, archdeacon of Coventry: 
alſo an rn founded i in the reign of Henry 


þ 
1 
F 
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the Sind andctiencs/ nn Se. Mary Magdalen, 


by Sir Hugh Kevelioke; beſides which, there was 
a houſe of Grey friars before the year 1234. 


Theſe friars uſed to exhibit pageants on Corpus 


| Chriſti day, and performed what. were. called 


Coventry ſports; which brought a great concourſe 
of people to the city. This houſe having no 
endowment, the monks. ſubſiſted entirely. upon 
alms. It ſtood till the general diſſolution, when 
the houſe was granted to the mayor, bailiffs, and 
commonalty of the city; and though the church 
is demoliſhed, the ſteeple is ſtill ſtanding. A 


houſe of Carmelite friars was alſo founded here, in 
1342, by Sir John Poultney, knt. who had been 
four times lord-mayor of London; which, at the 


diſſolution, had a revenue of 71. 138. 8d. per 


This city, which was made a mayor-town by 
Edward III. and a county of itſelf by Henry VI. 


having returned to the four firſt parliaments of 
Edward I. intermitted ſending members, pon 


8 WIE II. and 20, 25, Edw. III. NON near 


Conde. FER 
By charter of James I. it is governed: boy a 
mayor, recorder, two ſheriffs, ten aldermen, 
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thirty- one ſuperior, ec e inferior com- 
e e 4408 


8 Rlonr or Exzerrox, 


3701, February 24. The freemen of Saber 
receiving alms or charity, have no right to vote. 


1708, March 1. Is in ſuch perſons who have 
| ſerved apprenticeſhips for ſeven years within the 
city, to one and the ſame trade, not receaving 
ane or conſtant charities. | 


Y Parſons receiving Sir Thomas White's 8 
thereby PO from giving their votes. 


It paſſed i in the negative. | 


1708, March 3 Pere receiving M. Wheat- 
ley's gift not diſabled. 
' 1711; March 13. The members of the Ful- 
lers company have a right to vote, being freemen, 
and not receiving alms or weekly charity; and all 
ſuch freemen as do not receive alms, and have 
ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip in the city or 
_— who do not receive alms or Sis charity, 


* 
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1722, November 20. In ſuch freemen as CIER ; 
ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip, to one and the - 


ſame trade, in the ſame city or the ſuburbs | | 


thereof, and do not receive alms or weekly cha- 


rity; ſuch freemen being __ ſworn and bonds 
rolled, | 1 | 


1 OF Vorzss, | me | 
Two thouſand four hundreu. 


RerTvaNING Orrreens. boy 0 eee 
The ſheriffs 
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8 ciner. 


HIS ſmall county is as much under the 
command of an individual, as the moſt 
| rotten borough in the kingdom. The great eſtates. 
which the Earl of Lonſdale poſſeſſes, are ſuſſi- 
cient to procure a paſſive obedience to the dicta- 
_ torial authority of his lordſhip. The moſt; ſpi- 
rited efforts of the few independent frecholders 
. in 
1 | 
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in ſupport of their rights, would here be ineffi- 

cient ; nor can any oppoſition to the above noble- 
| man's nomination of members to repreſent it in 
parliament, be productive even of a nn of | 
ſuccels. | 


- Ancient STATE. © 


©. hin county takes its name from the nature of 

the ſoil, which is generally a moor or barren heath; 
and, from its ſituation, with reſpect to another 
tract of mountains, is ſometimes called the Engliſh 
EN Appennine. It is bounded on the north, by Cum- 
berland; north-eaſt, by the biſhopric of Durham; 
eaſt, by Yorkſhire; ſouth, by Lancaſhire ; and on 
the weſt, by part of Lancaſhire and Cumberland; 


extending about ſixty miles in length, forty in 


breadth, and about one hundred and fifty in cir- 2 
cumſerence. | 
ö Weſtmoreland is one of the counties which, in 
the time of the Romans, was inhabited by a tribe 
of ancient Britons, called the Brigantes, and con- 
tains the traces of two Roman military ways, 
upon one of which ſeveral relics of very remote 
| antiquity have been diſcovere d. 


In | 
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In the time of the Saxons, this county was ſub- 
jet to the kings of the Northumbers, in which 
early times the mountains in the ſouthern part 
were of great uſe, in reſtraining the inroads of the 
the Scots and Picts; and the inhabitants, being 
hardened and inured to war by their conſtant 


alarms, and frequent ſkirmiſhes with their northern 


enemies, were conſidered as a kind of ſoldiers. | 


In the reign of William I. this county ſeems to 
have been overlooked, either on account of its 
; apparent barrenneſs, or its remoteneſs from the 
capital ; for the lands were not diſpoſed of till the 
reign of King John, who, to reward the great ſer- 

' vices of Robert de Vipont, who had been with 
him at the battle of Mirabel, where he gained a 
complete victory over the French, granted him the 
caſtles of Battle and Brough, together win the 
whole bailiwick of un 


„Dis conttycorififts-0f cverdivituites Us be- 
rony of Weſtmoreland, ſometimes called the Bot- 
tom, and the barony of Kendal. The barony of 
Weſtmoreland, which includes the north part of 
the county, is an open, champaign country, twenty 

miles long and fourteen broad, conſiſting of arable 
oY | | and 
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and paſture land. The barony of Kendal, which 
is ſo called from the town of that name, compre- 
hends the ſouth part of chat county, and is very 
mountainous: it has, however, fruitful vallies; | 
and even many of the mountains yield paſture for 

ſheep and cattle, while others are not only barren, 
but ſeem formed of rocks, thrown together by the 
hand of diſcord, and frightful deſerts, laid waſte 

by the piercing ſtorms of the north. 


With reſpect to the civil and eccleſiaſtical divi- 
fions, each of them are divided into two wards, and 
each ward into conftablewicks; the number of 
which does not appear. It is remarkable; that it 
was never divided, either into hundreds, wapen- 
takes, or rapes, like other counties; the reaſon of 
which is ſuppoſed to be, becauſe the inhabitants 
paid no ſubſidies, they having been thought ſuſſi- 

ciently charged, in being obliged to defend that 
part of the kingdom againſt the Scots. It is 
ſeated in the province of York : that part which- 
is called the barony of Weſtmoreland, is compre- 
hended in the dioceſe of Carliſle ; and the other 
part, called the barony of Kendal; in the dioceſe 
of Cheſter; both; baronies containing thirty- uo 
large pariſhes. It has no city, and only contains 
I Bs eight 
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eight market-towns, viz. Ambleſide, A 1 | 
Brough, Burton, Kendal, Kirkby-Lonſdale, Kirk- 
by-Steven, and Orton, It ſends only four mem 
bers to parliament, two knights of the ſhire for 
the county, and two burgeſſes for the dana 1 
Appleby. 


 APPLEBY. 
- PotITIcaL © nana run. e 


25 The right of voting in this borough, although | 
there is no ſpecial reſolution of the houſe of com- 
mons concerning it, is admitted to be in burgage F 
tenure. Theſe burgage-holds are now the pro- | 
perty of the Earl of Lonſdale and the Earl of 
| Thanet, - Hog-ſties have been deemed freeholds 
| here, and purchaſed by the Thanet and Lonſdale : 
HD families, at a price exceeding all belief. The 
contention between theſe two families has given 
the borough its only conſequence; but they have 


now agreed, that each ſhall ſend one member. 


The election of this place, therefore, fit down 
quietly, to be repreſented by a hog or a horſe, at as . 
its noble e ſhall think moſt ea | 


Anciard | 


— . 
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2 "adds which is pleaſantly Seda the 
north bank of the river Eden, by which it is 


almoſt ſurrounded, is a place of great antiquity, 


and ſuppoſed, by - Horſley, to be the Roman 
town, called Galacum ; though that ſtation has, 


fince Camden's time, been generally placed at 


EKirby- Thure: but that Appleby was the Galacum 
of the Romans, appears from its ſituation, being 
more agreeable to the diſtance mentioned in the | 
. Itinerary. Some ſuppoſe it to have been Abal- 


laba, one of the ſtations by the line of the Val- 
lum, mentioned in the Notitia: but Horſley has 


plainly proved, that this ſtation was. nearer the 


wall; and, as for the ſtation at Kirby-Thure, he 
has ſhown it to be the Brovonacz of the Romans, 


In more modern times here was a houſe of 
_» - White friars, ſaid to be founded by Lord veſey, 
Lord Percy, and the Lord Clifford, in the year 


12 8 1. 0 3 5 
. Anil, which is the county town, is ſuppoſed 


formerly to have had ſheriffs of its own, and to 


have been a county of itſelf. King Henry I. 
gave it Is equal to thoſe of the city of 


York, | 


i e PE OR 
Fg York, which were confirmed by Henry II. 
Henry III. and other ſucceeding. kings. It is 

now, however, greatly gone to decay, conſiſting 9 

only of one broad ſtreet; at one end of which 


is a caſtle, fortified by the river, and by large 
trenches, where the river does not ſurround it. 


This caſtle was given by king John to John de 
Vipont, or de Veteriponte, as a reward for his 
good ſervices. It remained in this family till 
the reign of King Henry III. when, Robert de 
VNipont, joining in a rebellion with Montfert, 
earl of Leiceſter, was ſlain in the battle of Eve- 
ſham ; and his eſtate being ſeized, was given to 
Roger Clifford, and Roger de Leybourne, who 
had married his daughters. Upon the diviſion | 

of the Vipont's eftate, this barony fell to the 
Cliffords, afterwards carls of Cumberland, the 

. anceſtors by the mother's fide of the earls of 
Thanet, in whoſe family it ſtill remains. Part of 

it is at preſent uſed as a common * for male- 

factors. ; 


Appleby fiflored greatly in che wurd between 
England and Scotland. In the reigns of Henry II. 
* — II. it was burnt, to the ground; and 
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1391 it was depopulated SP the plague; 3 
which Sefolatjons i it never oily recovered. _ 


* 
\ 


This borough, which was then a W 


ſent ann anno 23 Edw. I. 


|  CorroRaT1ON. 
It is governed by.a mayor, recorder, twelve 
emer, oy , and ſixteen capital bur- 


Ze, 4 or "INIT 


| loi the bungage bolder & 


NUMBER or a 


Nominlly, in about one hundred burgage 
tenures, which are now the property of two in- 
dividuals. | 


| 
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The mayor. 


| PATRONS. 


dale. 


- 


| 


The Earl of Thanet and the Earl of Lonf- 
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WILTSHIRE. 
Por TrIcAL Cuanacrer, 1 a 
Tus county eite all chat ſpirit of inde.” 
pendence for which the neighbouring 
county of Somerſet is ſo remarkably. eminent. 
The frecholders and yeomen are as independent 
in their minds as in their fortunes ; and a com- 
bination of thoſe, ho call themſelves the great 
men of the county, to deprive them of their con- 
ſtitutional priyileges of electing their own repre- 
ſentatives, will only tend to expaſe the inability 
and arbitrary principles of the one party, and the 
manly exertions and ability of the other, when 


exerciſed in ſupporting their rights. About 


twenty years ago, Mr. Herbert, now Lord Port- 
cheſter, was propoſed as one of the candidates 


do repreſent this county in parliament; in which 


he was ſupported by the whole ariſtocracy in 
it. The independent freeholders could not help 
feeling an honourable reſentment at ſuch an 
arbitrary meaſure, the intention of which was 
10 render their ſuffrages of no effect; they 
| therefore 


, 
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therefore immediately oppoſed to that. candidate 
Ambroſe Goddard, eſq. one of their own body; 


and, after a poll of ſeveral days, victory was de- 


clared for them in his favour, They have alſo 


ſhewn themſelves zealous in the ſupport of a 
parliamentary reform. In 1780 committees were 
eſtabliſhed in ſeveral counties for the purpoſe 


of obtaining this defirable object ; and ſome of 


the greateſt characters for integrity and ability 
ere engaged in it; among whom were the Earl 
of Abingdon, the Right Hon. Charles James 


Fox, and the Marquis of Lanſdown, then Earl of 


Shelburne ; who, being prevented by illneſs 


from attending a meeting of the county, convened | 


at the Devizes on the 29th day of March in that 
| year, delivered his ſentiments 1288 the 2 
* hae following letter 9 


Fo; ; 5 | —_ 26, 715 
„IR,. 7 


* r that it is not in * | 


my power-to perform a duty I feel ſo very 


_ agreeable and honourable, as that of attending 

the committee of correſpondence. and affqciation 
at Devizes, on Tueſday next, and the meeting of 

Vo. II. 1 b. S 
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the county, which is to be held the fubſequene 
— | 


* * 5 
7 5 , 


« The early negative put upon "the enquiry | 


into the public expenditure i in the houſe of lords ; 
the refuſal of any account of places and penſions 
8 held by members of that houſe; the violence done 
to the conſtitution by the arbitrary removal of 
| the Earl of Pembroke from the lord-lieutenantcy 
of our county (an office which his anceſtors have 
ſo long and. ſo honourably held, I believe, from 
its firſt inſtitution) for no other poſſible cauſe, 
but for having voted as a free man upon a public 
: queſtion ; as well as by that of the Marquis of 


Caermarthen from the eee of the 
eaſt riding of Vorkſhire. | 


* 


And in the houſe of eommons, the proceed- 


ing to lay new burdens, without taking any, 


much leſs efeFual economical meaſures; in direct 


” oppoſition to the prayer of our petition, as well 
as thoſe of other counties; the number of taxes 
| propoſed to be fuperadded, ſome bearing very 
* hard upon our county in particular, namely, 


that which regards the private brewery; beſides 


"the addition made 16 the ſevereſt of all futter 


that 
F 
by 


te 15 
that on ſalt; when it is cettain that- triple, the 
ſum . might have been, and may ſtill be produced 
from the ſuppreſſion of unneceſſary offices, ſavings 


-in the made of ependitute,, and other ec - 


mical reforms, which require: only integrity to 
accompliſh; the difficulties, which have; been 
_ thrown in the way of a very able plan of reform 
now. before the houſe ; no inquiry made into 
exorbitant contracts; accomptants ſuffered to 
remain with large balances at their own diſpoſal; 
the meaſure. for. a commiſſion of accounts taken - 
out of independent and diſintereſted hands, and 
- aſſumed. by the authors of our diſtreſs, in ſuch, a 
- manner, as, to mock every idea of parliamentary 
independence, or popular inquiry; no expectation - 
offered by the miniſter, except a poſlible rever- 

- fionary reduction of thoſe places which do not 
Contribute to the influence of the crown, in an- 
ſwer to the petitions deſiring an abolition of 
- thoſe that do; and, withal, a poſition laid down 
as fundamental, hy the ſupporters of the court 
and miniſters in both houſes, that the influence 
of the crown is not dangerous to the conſtitution, 
and is not-. increaſed, in contradiction _ a 
ks +evidenceof all our ſenſes. | 


12 | © Theſe 
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= Theſe facts, I apprehend, can leave little 
doubt with any freeholder, who approved of the 
former meeting, of the neceſſity of immediately 
aſſociating for the accomp” ſhment of thoſe in- 
diſpenſible objects, ſtated in our petition, in 
as ſtrong terms as nee ee can 
dictate. 1 8 
' 2 
ec But I am ſenſible that it muſt occur to our 
county, as it has already done to others, to con- 
ſider what ſteps can be taken to obtain that re- 
form, of which our preſent parliament gives ſo 
little hope, acting even under all its preſent cir- 
cumſtances; or what ſecurity can be had for pre- 
ſerving in future what we may have the good 
fortune to obtain in this moment of exigence. 
It gives me great ſatisfaction to find, that it has 
occurred to none to have recourſe to other means 
than thoſe purely civil, as well as ſtrictly conſti- 
tutional. Though no one feels with more con- 
cern the abuſes which have taken place in the 
militia, and particularly the departure from the 
ancient, true, fundamental, and, till of late years, 
invariable militia principles, of keeping them 
within their counties, except in caſe of actual 
invaſion (Oe preſent diſtant and unneceſſary 
en 
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removals ſerving only to aſſimilate them to the 
ſtanding army, in principle and in habits, not 
in diſcipline), I ſtill have that confidence in our 


army as well as militia, as at preſent conſtituted, 


that 1 hope neither are yet ſo. eſtranged from a 


love of the conſtitution, as to o give * jutt appre- 
N henſton of en | | f 


4 Two 3 Kant offered themſelves for 
conſideration, which, inaſmuch as they affect the 
houſe of commons, merely, come unqueſtionably 
within the province of our county meeting, and 
cannot by any miſrepreſentation be conſtrued to 
ariſe from improper motives: the one is, to 
ſhorten the duration of parliaments ; ; the other, 
to equalize the repreſentation, which, at preſent, 
confeſſedly bears no proportion, either to the 
number of people, the quantum of property, or 
the proportion of public contribution; nor does 
it hold to any rank or deſcription whatever; 
but is the mere child of accident or intrigue. 


The people of England, I conceive, have, 
and always had, a clear, unalienable, and inde- 
feaſible right, both to the one and the other, in 
their: fulleſt extent, upon a ſtronger ground than 
33*ͤ de that 
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that of any act or acts of parliament. That * the” 
hquſe of commons muſt be free in every circum- 
ſtance of j its conſtitution,” is the foundation-ſtone 
of our government. The fame right which the 
people had formerly, and, through the bleſſing 
of God, exerted ſo happily for us, their poſterity, 
to have parliaments frequently belden, when they | 
were aggrieved by the crown's withholding them, 
now goes to have them frequently and equally 
choſen, when it appears, through the length of 
the duration, and the inequality of the repre- 
ſentation, that they are ſtill more aggrieved than 
they were formerly, by the total want of them; 
and, if this ſhould appear to be the ſenſt᷑ of a fair 
majority of the people, collected together, either 
in county- meetings, or in any other conſtitutional 
mode, there can be no doubt, but that proper 

laws will be immediately enacted to reſtore the 

conſtitution to its firit principles i in theſe. parti- 
culars: for it is not to be preſumed, that the 
preſent defective repreſentation would venture to 
oppoſe the manifeſt ſenſe of thoſe from whom 
they, derive all their authority; much leſs that 
the houſe of lords, conftituted as it is; or the 
crown, could be ſo ill-adviſed, as to deny their 
concurrence and aſſent to ſo ſalutary a reform, 


in 


WILTSHIRE. 119 


a part of the conſtitution which more particu- 
lary belongs to the democracy. — Theſe prin- 4 
ciples are ſo unalterably engraven in my mind, 
that I ſhould hold myſelf criminal in the ſup- 
preſſion of them, when called -for. It will 
be for the county to judge, whether they will 
proceed to declaratory reſolutions on the ſubject 
of them, and then wait till the ſenſe of the reſt of 
the kingdom i is ſo far known ; or whether they 
will be contented finally, without puſhing the 
right of the people to its utmoſt extent, by in- 
ſiſting o on an annual election, and a total change 
of the repreſentation. There are men, of whoſe 
integrity there is but one voice, and whoſe judg= 
ment deſerves every attention throughout Eng- 
land, who foreſee more inconvenience than 1 
confeſs 1 do i in the whole extent of theſe propo- 
ſitions, Beſides, the conſequences of great changes 
have been, inall times, ſo uncertain, that it may | 
be moſt prudent to avoid them ; eſpecially as, in 
the preſent inſtance, I am free to own, that, ſo - 
far as I am' capable of judging, every end may 
be obtained by the repeal of the ſeptennial act, 
and a reaſonable addition of county members, 
choſen. by diſtricts, or under ſome regulation, | 


which might precl ude all unnecellary expence. 
14 But 
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| But I ſhall moſt willingly ſubſcribe to the diſcre- 
tion and wiſdom of the meeting, in this and every 
other conſideration of expediency ; and 1 dare 
rely upon the generoſity and candour of the 
county and committee, that, they will put a juſt 
interpretation upon the liberty I take, meaning 
to aſſume no more than what might become any 
other freeholder ; ſi ubmitting my unreſerved ſen- | 
timents, in time of diſtreſs, to their better judg- , 
ment, as I cannot have the honour of attending 
in perſon, when I might explain myſelf more 
particularly upon each part, as occaſion might 
require. J have nothing ſo much as heart as to 
prove the ſincerity and conſiſtency of my conduct 
upon all occaſions, but moſt of all in the county 
of my reſidence, and among a neighbourhood 
whoſe good opinion muſt in the end make the 
comfort and Rogue of my life, 


„I have the honour t to | be with great me 

and conſideration, | 2 
* 1 n, | 
« Your moſt obedient 

| « And humble ſervant, | 
: oy 4.8 SHELBURNE. 15 

TJ Jon AupRr, 3 

Chairman of the Wiltſhire Committee, 
Anc1txT 
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©. ANCIENT STATE. 

This county, which, in the time of the Saxon 
heptarchy, conſtituted a part of the kingdom of 
Weſlex, derived its name from Wilton, formerly - 
the principal town: it is included in the weſtern 
circuit, being in the province of Canterbury, and 57 
dioceſe of Saliſbury. It is bounded on the north 

and north-weſt by Glouceſterſhire; north-eaſt, 

by Berkſhire; eaſt and ſouth-eaſt, by Hampſhire ; ; 
ſouth, by Dorſetſhire; and on the weſt, by So- 
merſetſhire; extending fifty- four miles i in length, 
thirty-eight in breadth, and upwards of one hun- 
ured and forty-two in circumference. 


In the time of the Romans it was, according 
to Camden, inhabited by the Belgæ and Cangi. 
It is called, by ancient writers, Severnia, and 
Provincia Severorum, from Severia, one of the 
ancient names of Old Sarum. There were for- 
merly in this county three Roman ways the 
two firſt of which were called, by the Normans, 
the Chemini Majores of the Romans, becauſe 
they traverſed the iſland from ſea to ſea. 


A ditch, called Wanſdyke, is a famous boun- 
dary, croſſing the county from weſt to caſt, which 
divides 
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divides the ſouthern from the northern part. It 
is generally thought to be a corruption or con- 
traction of the Saxon name Wodeneſdic, Woden's 
ditch, Woden being a Saxon deity, ſuppoſed to 
be the ſame with, Mercury; but the common 
people have entertained a ridiculous opinion, that 
this ditch was cut by the devil on a Wedneſday. 
Antiquarians make it a boundary between the 
Weſt Saxons and Mercians ; but others ſay, it was . 


cut lopg before the Mercian kingdom was.ſettled.; 


which opinion is ſupported by William de Malmſ- 
bury, who ſays, that in the year 590 the Saxons 
were routed by the Britons at Woden's dyke. Dr. 
Stukeley ſuppoſes it to be older than the Roman 
ſettlement here; becauſe, as the laſt- mentioned 
gentleman obſerves, where the Roman road runs 
acroſs Wiltſhire, the rampart of this ditch is 
levelled, in order to make a paſſage for it. 


This county, which conſiſts of two parts, 
north and ſouth, is divided into twenty-nine 
hundreds, containing three hundred and four 
pariſhes, the city of Saliſbury, and twenty-three | 


market- towns. It ſends thirty- four members to 


parliament, viz. two knights of the ſhire, two 
citizens for Saliſbury, and two burgeſſes for each 
of 
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of the following places; Chippenham, Calne, 
Cricklade, Devizes, Heyteſbury, Hindon, Down- 
ton, Great Bedwin, Marlborough, Malmeſbury, TY 
Ludgerſhall, Weſtbury, Fun Worron 2 


and Old Sarum. 


The moſt remarkable part of South Wiltſhire 
is that extenſive place called Saliſbury Plain; and 
that noble and ancient monument of antiquity, , 
called Stonehenge. It alſo contains a great number 
of Roman, Saxon, Britiſh, and Daniſh encamp- 


ments. 


SALISBURY. 


PorLITIcaL CHARACTER. 
IT is equal in population to Wincheſter; but, 
like that city, Bath, Portſmouth, Plymouth, 
Andover, Poole, T iverton, Banbury, and many 
other large towns, has no ſhare in electing the 
democratic branch of the legiſlature, but what 
is exerciſed by its corporation, conſiſting of a 


mayor, twenty-three aldermen, and thirty com- 


| mon- council. This excluſion from conſtitutional 
Sy rights 
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rights, places the inhabitants of theſe towns, in 
common with all the unrepreſented part of the 
kingdom, in a ſituation not to be envied by the 
ſubjects of any other nation. If freedom con- 
ſiſts in electing our own legiſlators, and in dele- 
gating to them the authority by which we are 
to be governed, thoſe perſons who are not allowed 
the exerciſe of this privilege, taſte as little of 
the ſweets of liberty, as where the will of man- 
kind is ſubject to an abſolute monarch, or an 
unlimited ariſtocracy. 


The Earl of a who is recorder of this 
city, has the principal intereſt with the corpo- 
ration, who uſually elect one of his lordſhip's 
relations for their repreſentative. 


ANCIENT STATE. 


Saliſbury, or New Sarum, which derives its 
name, as well as origin, from Old Sarum, was 
by the ancient Romans called Sorbiodunum; and 
the Saxons, , Searyſbrig. It is ſituated i in a valley, 
watered by the Upper Avon, at the diſtance of 
. miles from London. 


This city is famous for the antiquity and gran- 
deur of its cathedral, which was finiſhed in the 
| year 
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year 1258, at an expence of upwards of 26,0001. 


and is reckoned one of the moſt regular and ele- 


gant gothic ſtructures in the kingdom. It is 
built in the form of a croſs, and the ſpire, which 
is conſidered as the higheſt in England, riſes 
four hundred and ten feet from the ground. 
The incloſure of this cathedral is encompaſſed 
with the houſes of the canons and the preben- 
daries, which, being generally of free-ſtone, make 
the beſt appearance of any in the city. It main- 
tains a biſhop, dean, precentor, chancellor, three 
archdeacons, a ſubdean, ſubchanter, forty-five 
prebendaries, ſix vicars or petty canons, | ſix ſing- 
ing men, eight choriſters, an organiſt, and other 
officers. The revenues of the biſhopric were 


valued, at the ſuppreſſion, at 15071. 148. 6d. and 


thoſe of the chapter at 49211. 18s. 1d. Befides 
which, there are three other churches, dedicated 
to St. Martin, St. Thomas, and St. Edmund. 


; In the times of popery there were ſeveral other 
religious foundations; particularly the church of 
St. Edmund, which was, before the year 1270, made 
collegiate for a provoſt and twelve ſecular canons, 
by Walter de Willey, biſhop of Saliſbury. The 


revenue of this college was valued, at the diſſolu- 


tion 
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tion, at 1021, 5s. 10d. per annum. A college 
founded by Egidi de Bridport, biſhop of Saliſ- 
bury, and dedicated to St. Nicholas, which, near 


the time of the ſuppreſſion, conſiſted of a warden, 
four fellows, and two chaplains; a priory for 
Dominicans, or Black friars, founded by Ed- 


ward I; a college dedicated to St. Edith; a 
priory of Franciſcans, or Grey friars; and an 


- hoſpital near the city, founded by Richard Poor, 


biſhop of Saliſbury, in the year 1382, which at 
the diſſolution had a revenue valued at 25l. a 
This city ſent members anno 2 3 Edw. I. 
CoxroRATIo w. 
It was firſt incorporated by King Heary HI. 


| and afterwards by Queen Anne, and conſiſts of a 


mayor, recorder, twenty-three aldermen, and 
* common- counc men. 


R1Gnr or. Erreriox. | 
1689, April 1. Exch in the mayor and corporty 
tion. 
| Wenn fr Vorzns. 
Fifty- ſour. 
wy Paro. 


Earl of Radnor, partially. 
e WILTON 
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WILrON. 
Por rricat CHARACTER. 

THIS borough, on account of its vicinity to 
the ſeat of the Earl of Pembroke, is entirely under 
his lordſhip's influence. The right of election is 
in the corporation, conſiſting of a mayor, re- 
corder, five aldermen, three capital burgeſſes, 
and eleven common - councilmen. Theſe are all 
in the intereſt of his lordſhip; an oppoſition to 
which would be attended only with expence; ſo that 


his nomination of the members to repreſent it in 
parliament is final and commanding. 
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Wilton, which is a very ancient town, appears 
to have been called Ellandunum, but afterwards 
took the name of Wi ilton, from its being ſeated on 
the bank of the river Willey. Here Egbert, 
Eg of the Weſt-Saxons, fought a battle with 
Beorwolf, King of the Mercians, in the year $21, 
when Egbert, gaining the victory, was never after 
moleſted by the Mercians. Here alſo- King 

Alfred, in the year 871, fought the Danes; and 
though in the beginning he had the advantage; in 
the 

5 6 


128 | WILTON, 


the end he was driven out of the field. The loſs 
of the Danes, however, was ſo great, that they 
petitioned for a truce, and promiſed to depart the 
kingdom. During the government of the reſt of 


the Saxon kings, this town was yery Nerpr and 
extremely flouriſhing, | | 


| Wulſton, earl or duke of Wiltſhire, built a 
ſmall monaſtry here, and repaired an ancient 
church, dedicated to St. Mary, together with a 
chantry, in which he placed, a college of prieſts, 
about , the year 1773; but in the year 800, 
F his widow, converted this college into 
a a nunnery. In 871, King Alfred, having built a 
new nunnery here, removed hither the nuns of 
St. Mary, who were twenty-fix in number. This 
new nunnery, which was of the Benedictine order, 
was at firſt dedicated to St. Mary and St. Bartho- 
lomew, but afterwards to St. Edith; and at the 
diſſolution was endowed, according to Dugdale, 
with 6011. 18, 1d. and, according to Speed, with 


about 6521. per annum. Kr was alſo a houſe 
of Black friars. > 


The county courts are e uſually held here, and 
the knights of the ſhire choſen, 


41 
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This borough ſent members anno 23 Edward I, 
and has countinued to do fo, notwithſtanding its 
* on the increaſe of Saliſbury, 
| CorPokATION. | 
By charter of Henry VIII. it confiſts of a mayor, 


recorder, five aldermen, three capital burgeſſes, 
and cleyen common-councilmen, 


Rio of Ezzcri0n, 


1702, November 28. The election of any per- | 
ſon to be a burgeſs of Wilton, who has not taken 
the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, according to 
the rites of the church of England, within one 
year before ſuch election, is a void election. 


1710, March 17. Agreed to be in the mayor 
and burgeſſes, who are to do all corporate acta, 
and receive the e 


Nonskk or VOTERS. 
Twenty-four, 
Rxrunxixc Orrieix. 
The mayor. 
| | PaTtrON, 
Farl of Pembroke. 
Yor. Ul, k ©  DOWNTON, 
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wo TA DOWNTON. 
| Potavtca nr 4 


THE right of election in this borough i is in the 
burgage-holders. The tenures which give this 
privilege, arc all the property of the families of 
the Earl of Radnor, or of Robert Shaftoe, eſq. be- 


tween whom an oppoſition has s ſubliſied for many 
years. WELL Ds! | 


This conteſt has cauſed, a etiting to fi 
at every election ſince the paſling of the Grenville 
r oh et. 


* 


The firſt was tried in 1775, in which Sir Philip 


Hales, and John Cooper, elq. were. petitioner 1] 


on the Shaftoe intereſt, againſt Thomas Dun- 
combe, eſq. and Thomas Dummer, elq. fitting 
members on the Radnor intereſt; in which the 


Shaftoe intereſt was ea A 


The ſecond was cried in February 1780, on fs 
petition of Robert Shaftoe, eſq. on his own in- 
tereſt, againſt the Hon. Bartholomew ae 

on that of his brother, the Earl of Radnor ; 
which Mr. Shaftoc was ſucceſsful. 

he 


DOwNTo R 

The third was tried in March 178 7. in which | 
185 Saunders, eſq. and Alexander Hume, eſ. 
were petitioners, and Robert Shaftoe, eſq. and 
the Hon. Henry Seymour Conway, eſq. were 


firring membets'; when the Shaftve e was 
_ ſucceſsful. by 0 


The Fourth was tried in- ns and Tab 1116 
when there was a double return; Mr. Shaftoe, and 
the Hon. H. S. Conway, upon the Shaftoe intereft ; 
and the Hon. Edward Bouverie, and the preſent 


5 Sir William Scott, on the Radnor intereſt ; when 


MI. Shaftoe was declared duly electẽd, and the 
| election void with reſpect to a ſecond member. 


The fifth petition was in conſequence of chi 
above vacancy, when a double return again took 
place : the Hon. E. Bouverie, in the Radnor in- 
tereſt, and the Hon, H. S. Conway, in the Shaftoe 
intereſt ; hen the Shaltoe party was EEE ſuc- 


£ | ceſsful. 


The ſixth: Nuten was at the laſt general elec- 
tion, in 1790, which was tried the enſuing year, 
when Mr. Shaftoe and his colleague petitioned | 


againſ the return of the Hon. Bartholomew Bou- 
05 * 3 verie, 
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verie, and Sir William Scott, who had been re- 
turned on the Radnor intereſt; when that intereſt 
for the ſecond time became ſucceſsful. | 


The number of legal votes in this borough do 
not appear to be above twenty. Sir Philip Hales, 
and Mr. Cooper, in 177 5, were declared duly elected 
with eleven, and ten votes; but they are ſometimes 
ſplit into four times that number. 


The right is admitted t to be in perſons having 
a freehold intereſt in burgage-tenements, holden 
by a certain rent, fealty, and ſuit of court of 

the Biſhop of Wincheſter, who is lord of the bo- 
a rough, and paying reliefs on deſcent, and fines 
on alienation. | | 


The points at ifſue upon theſe ſeveral petitions 
were, ſplitting, and occaſionality ; and whether the 
returning officer was the deputy of the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter's bailiff, or the deputy of the ſteward 
of the leſſee of the manor ; the ſaid manor and 
borough having been leaſed out for yes from 
the reign of Elizbeth. | 


The 
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The late Anthony Duncombe, Lord Feverſham, 
was proprietor of the greater part of the burgages 
in Downton; to ſome of which he was entitled 
under a ſettlement of Sir Charles Duncombe; the 
reſt he had purchaſed. Upon his death in 1763 
with male iſſue, the ſettled eſtate deſcended to 
the late Mr. Duncombe ; the remainder of his 
eſtatez in Downton, he by will directed to be ſold 
for the benefit of his two daughters, giving the 
refuſal of them to the Duncombe family, in order 
to prevent diſputes. The preſent Earl of Radnor 
married one of the daughters, and Mr. Bowater 
the other, Mr. Duncombe alſo left a daughter, 
married to Mr. Shaftoe, to whom he bequeathed 
his Downton eſtate. The truſts of Lord Fever- 
ſham's will not having been carried into execu- 
tion, the manner in which his truſtees exerted 
the influence of his property, occaſioned a 
new ſcheme of election in Downton, after the 
diſſolution of the parliament in 1780; for, in the 
former elections, the oppoſition * to Mr. Dun- 
combe's family had not been maintained by the 
eſtate of Lord Feverſham, or by any other family 
intereſt, but by the legal objections before men- 
tioned; but, in the elections of 1784 and 1790, 


Mr. Shaftoe, having the ſtrength of Mr. Dun. 
3 combeꝰs 
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combe's property, was «Ste by that of Lord 
Feverſuam s, which his truſtees employed for 
that purpoſe. | 


The Biſhop of Wincheſter' 's bailiff deputy, and 
Sir Philip Hales, the leſſee of the manors, ſtewards 


deputy, each taking upon them to act as return- 
ing 2 


The former admitted upon his poll, 
For Shaftoe, — 50 
Conway, — 49 
Bouverie, — 38 
. 


The latter, upon his poll, -made the numbers 


For Bouverie, — 44 
Scott. — 43 
Shaftoe, — 2 
CO: t 


The committee tee that the deputy 


ſteward of the leſſee was the legal returning of- 
e | | 


To 


DOWN TON. 135 


To follow this intricate inveſtigation of the 
right of twenty thatched cottages to return two 
members to parliament, would be a waſte of our 
time, and our readers* patience; nor would 
the three volumes, to which we have limited our 
work, admit a report of all the fix caſes.” Should 
not a reform of this ſyſtem of repreſentation ren- 
der this reporting buſineſs premature, we ſhall 
ſoon ſee the caſes of boroughs without houſes, 
and repreſentatives without conſtituents, exceed 
the voluminous bulk of the ſtatutes at large. 


AxciExr STATE. 


Downton, or Dunkton, which is ſituated on the 
caſt ſide of the Avon, is an ancient borough by 
preſcription. | 


This borough having returned to parliament 
from 23 Edw. I. to 38 Edw. III. ceaſed ſending, 
except 1 Hen. V. till 20 Henry VI. 


| RicaT or ELECTION. 


1775, Feb. 4. Was conſidered, by the counſel 
on both ſides, in their arguments, to be in perſons 
having a freehold intereſt in burgage tenements, 
holden, by a certain rent, fealty, and ſuit of court, 


K4 of 
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of the Biſhop of Wincheſter, who is lord of the 


borough, and paying reliefs on deſcent, and fines 
on alienation, 


I Dougl. El. 235. | There is no determination 
on the right of election. 


NuMBER or Vorss, | 
About twenty; ſometimes ſplit into eighty... 


REeTURNING Orrierk. 
t "Thi" deputy frwend of the leſſee of the 
* manor. 
P ATRONS, 


Earl of Radnor, and Robert Shaftoe, ſy, 


HINDON. 


PoLITICAL CHAR ACTER. 
THE right of election in this hea | is in the 
bailiff and inhabitants paying ſcot and lot; the 
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number of which is two hundred and ten. 
Shafteſbury, Arundel, Stockbridge, and this 
place, have exhibited the moſt flagrant acts of 
bribery and corruption, before committees of the 
houſe of commons, nearly ſimilar in their cir- 
cumſtances, and equally injurious, in their conſe- 
quences, to thoſe which we have reported of 
Shoreham and Cricklade ; though the two laſt are 
the only places to which an effectual remedy has 
been applied, by carrying the right of ſuffrage 
to ſuch an extent of diſtrict, as ſhall increaſe 
the number of voters to a limit that the purſe of 
an individual cannot ſeduce, | 


The caſe of Hindon is the only one in the 
preſent reign, in which the houſe of commons 

have directed a proſecution againſt the ſitting 
members, or petitioners ; and in this inſtance it 
appears to have been attended with ſingular hard- 
ſhip, as the promiſes made to the electors, on 
behalf of the fitting members, were, by an impru- 
dent and unpardonable officiouſneſs of their 
agents, without either the authority or knowledge 
'of their principals ; and the petitioners _ 
their trial were acquitted. | 


| The- petition was heard before a committee of 
the houſe of commons, in the month of February, 


1775. 
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1976. The fitting members were T. B. Hollis, 
eſq. and General Smith; the petitioners, Richard 
Beckford, eſq. and James Calthorpe, eſq. Re- 
ciprocal charges of bribery were made by each 
party, and ſubſtantially proved againſt the agents 
of both ; whereupon the committee determined, 


| That Richard Smith, eſq. is not duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 


for the borough of Rinde in the county of 
Wilts; 


That Thomas Brafld Hollis, as is not 
duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for the ſaid borough of Hindon ; 


That James Calthorpe, eſq, one of the peti- 
tioners, is not duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in 


this preſent parliament for the ſaid borough of 
Hindon ; N 


That Richard Beckford, eſq. one of the peti- 
tioners, is not duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in 


this preſent parliament for the ſaid borough of 
Hindon ; 


That the laſt election to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for the faid borough was a void election. 
| At 
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At the ſame time Mr. Dundas acquainted the 
houſe, that in the courſe of the examination into 
the merits of the petition of James Calthorpe, eſq. 
and Richard Beckford, eſq. it having appeared 
to the committee, that the moſt flagrant and no- 
torious acts of bribery and corruption had been 
practiſed and that a very conſiderable majority 
of the electors of the borough of Hindon had 
been bribed and corrupted in a very groſs and 
extraordinary manner ; and that ſeveral others of 
the ſaid electors had been concerned as agents 
for that purpoſe the committee, deſirous that 
the houſe might adopt ſuch meaſures as may diſ- 
courage, and if poſſible put an end to a practice 
ſo ſubverſive of the freedom of elections, had 
directed him to lay before the houſe the whole 
of the evidence given before the ſaid committee, 
with their opinions thereupon. And he read the 
report in his place, and afterwards delivered it in 
at the table, where the ſame was read ; and the 
reſolutions of the committee are as follow -: 


Reſolved, © That it appears to this committee, 
« That Richard Smith, eſq. by his agents, 
s has been guilty of notorious bribery, in 
« endeavouring to procure himſelf to be 


« elected 


8 n Dox. 


* elected and returned a burgeſs to erde i in 
"MM this preſent parliament for the borough of 
ee Hindon, in the pb Hm 3 


The like Wut reſpecting Mr. Hollis. 


| Reſolved, © That it appears to this committee, 

That James Calthorpe, eſq. by his agents, 

“ has been guilty of notorious bribery, in 

« endeavouring to procure himſelf to be 

« elected and returned a burgeſs, to ſerve in 

n this preſent parliament for the ſaid bo- 

« rough of Hindon. 5 

| Reſolved, © That it appears to this committee, 

That Richard Beckford, eſq. has, by his 

« agent, endeavoured, by promiſe of money, 

4 to procure himſelf to be elected and 

returned a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 

& parliament, for the faid borongh of Hin- 
don.“ 15 . 


Reſolved, © That it appears to this committee, 
That the Reverend John Nairn, of Hin- 
don; Faſham Nairn, eſq. late of Berry's- 
* ſtreet, St. James's ; 3 Francis Ward, of 
e Sher 
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n Sherborne· lane, London; Stevens, a but- 


cher, at Saliſbury, commonly called Job- 
0 ' « ber Stevens, &c. &c. (in all, thirteen, 
_ + ſpecified by name) have acted as agents, 
+... and have been acceſſary to, and concerned 


in, notorious acts of bribery and corrup- 
« tion, that have been practiſed at the 
* laſt election for W 
; LOOM WT: © : 


 Refobud, a Thar i it is the opinion of this com- 

« mittee, that the houſe be moved for leave 
. to bring in a bill, to diſfranchiſe the ſaid 
* borough of Hindon, in the county of 
Mk 


The confideration of this report was adjourned 


till the 23d of February ; and in the mean a 
time, an order was made, that the ſi peaker ſhould 
not iſue his warrant for a new writ, till the houſe 
proceeded to ſuch conſideration. | 


On that day, it was Ordered, © That leave be 
* given to bring in a bill, to incapacitate, 
from voting at elections of members of 
Fe parkament, one hundred and ninety per- 


* ſons 


* 


a 


n 'H T N D o N. 


Ns eee ll of thoſe 
A © thchifontd in the fifth tefblutibns öf the 
—z committee), out: of tw Hundred and ten 
* ho had polled at the election; and for 
* the preventing bribery and cortiiption i in 
the election of members to Kerr in * 

* liament for nn, I 


Mr. Dunks Mr. Brig Mr. Elwes, and the 
other members of the committee, were ordered 
to prepate and bring in this bill; and in the 
mean time, it was Reſolved, © « That the Speaker 
« ſhould not iſſue his warrant to make out a new 
* writ fof a month longer.” 3 | 


On the sch of March Mr. Dundas preſented 
- the bill, which was read, and ordered to be read 
a ſecond time on the 2gth of. that month. It 
was of courſe alſo ordered to be printed; and A 
printed copy of the bill, with the order for the 
ſecond r was ordered to be ſerved on all 
the perſons named in it; and it was Reſolved, 
„ That leaving them at their reſpedtive poder 
a e be good ſe ſervice. 4 


The day following (che 1 of March) the 
order of the day being read, and the queſtion 
5 ; being 


* p 
* 
nn DON. F 'T 
. —— ; 
* 


being propoſed, for reading the bill a ſecond 
time, the meſſenger, who had been charged with 
the ſervice of the copies of it on the parties, 
was called to prove ſuch ſervice; and Thomas 
Spencer, one of the perſons named in the bill, 
was, at his own defire, heard on behalf of himſelf, 
againſt the bill: then, in conſequenee of a motion 


for that purpoſe, the entry on the journals of the 


houſe, of the 22d of March, 1722-23, and the 
Ath of April, 1723, of the proceedings of the 


 . houſe upon the bill for inflicting certain pains 


and penalties upon Francis, Lord Biſhop of Ro- 
cheſter, was read; after which, the bill was 
read a ſecond time; and it was Reſolved, © That it 
« ſhould be confidered in a committee of the 
« whole houſe, on the 5th of April, and that the 


E petitiopers againſt it ſhould be heard before that 


« 5 on themſelves or their counſel,” - 


0 That it be an inſtwweton to the ſaid com. 
0 mittee of the whole houſe; that they have 
* power to receive a clauſe; or clauſes, for in- 
_ « flicting a ſuitable puniſhirient on the ſaid Ri- 


* chard Smith, eſq. for his faid offence,” 


It paſſed in the negative.” x 
Fs 5 And 


T CGE Ms tin Wh 
- 
— , 
* 
. 
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And the ſecond: reſolution being read, and a 
fimilar queſtion put, reſpecting Mr. Hollis, that 
likewiſe paſſed in the negative; which being 


done, the houſe reſolved itſelf into, a cotnmittes 


X SER INN ere hae 


In this committee, it being depend d to cal 
certain perſons, named in the bill, and incapa- 
citated by it, to, prove the allegations it con- 
tained (for it had bcen debated and ſettled in the 
houſe, in ſome former ſtage of the buſineſs, that 


the evidence before the ſelect committee, and 


reported by them, could not be admitted upon 
this occaſion), it was objected, that they, being 
parties, and like defendants in an indictment, 


could not, without overturning the known rules 
of law and juſtice, be received as witneſſes in this 


caſe. This objection produced a debate; and 


though it was treated as of no weight, by ſome 


gentlemen of the long robe, it was ſtrenuouſly ſup- 
ported by others, and proved fatal to the þill; for 
All the perſons who were capable of proving the 
facts, and who had proved them before the ſelect 
committee, were themſelves offenders, and named 
in the bill. WY 


When 
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—— reſumed the chair, on a 
motion of Mr. Dundas, leavt Was given to bring 
in a new bill, ſimilar to the former, but leaving 
out the names af certain (perſons, who were in- 
tanded ta he made uſe of a witneſſes and Mr. 
x, e AA Sir; Garg) dene e ron 
the members 5 


Gas lacks this new bill ; whithebeiig received, 
and read the firſt time, the houſe was moved, 
that the four firſt reſolutions of the ſelect com- 
mittee ſhcuiſid be read :] and this being accordingly 
done, the zothiday of April was appointed for 
the ſecond reading. A fimilar order to what had 
been made on the former occaſion, was now 
made felaei te co the ſerving of the parties with 
copie and orders were made ſeverally, that 
Manet lead, Thomas Spencer, Johns Becker 
(baker), John Becker, ſon of William; John 
Baldwin, William Crabb, Thomas Penry, Tho- 

mas Richardſon,” and Thomas More, - perſons 
| named in the former, I | 
Vo. III. 5201 I. HT ue mould + 


| T homas Howell and others, pray ing to be ad- 
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; eng bend the ou at th time rene 8 


CY: wif 3 | 
3 eee bill 
was ordered to be read a ſecond time; and the 
counſel. againſt it (Mr. Pepys, for the petitioners 
incapacitated by the bill; Mr. Bearctoft for the 


other petitioners, electors of Hindon; and Mr. 
Macdonald, for the Rey. Mr. Nairn) being called 


in, the bill was read a ſecond time, and the 


petition f Thomas Howell and ene 


8 — „ i en id, bens a 
F ir  apV #14 31 ' Wa wo (> 2 4 7 
. w4 1. 1941175 LES SHS W832 i 


";Thebillwancins ad; to a eee 
the whole houſe for the enſuing day; and the 
ſeveral petitions were referred to that committee, 
mme 1 NG ob 


Wal £EN +2 } 0 Its 212 240 „A 


On Thurſday the econ be eee 


mitted witneſſes, was referred to the committee 
of the whole houſe: and Mr. Elwes, chairman of 
that committee, reporting, that Thomas Howell, 
on being, examined in relation to the non-attend- 
ance of Thomas Spencer and John Becket, two 
of the witneſſes who had been ſummoned, had 

' grofaly 
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bs beste cn. 
mitted to Newgate ; and aſterwards, Mr. Elwes 
reporting, that William Lucas, being examined 
| before the committee, had groſsly prevaricated, 
nd given falſe evidence, he was ordered to be 
Deer e . f * 


eee ee, cnn, were 


"Sy a concerning Henry Chant; and Mr. Elwes 


reporting, that Spencer and Becket had attended 
the day beſore, in purſuance of the order of the 
houſe, but had purpoſely kept out of the way, 
to avoid being ſerved with the order for their at- 
tendance this day, they were ordered to be ſent 
for in cuſtody ef the ſerjeant at arms; and an 
order being made for the houſe to reſolve itſelf 
again, on the Tueſday following, into a com- 
mittee of the whole houſe, for the future conſi- 
deration of the bill, the orders for the attendance 
e bee were renewed. | 

| On Monday: the "it of May, Thomas Howell | 
was ordered to be removed from Newgate to the 
Gate-Houſe, having petitioned the houſe for that 


1. 4 — " iv 
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- On: Tueſday the ad of May, the ſerjeant at 


arms being called upon to give an account of 
what had been done, in relation to the taking 


Thomas Spencer, and John Becket, the meſſengers 
who were ſent in ſearch of them informed the 


houſe, that very ſtrict inquiry had been made 
after them, but that they were not as yet taken: 


upon which the committee of the whole houſe, 


for the conſideration of the bill, was put off till 


the Monday fallowitig ; the orders for the witneſſes 
were renewed ; and it being ſuſpected, fromi the 
teſtimony given by the perſons who had been 
committed, that Mr. Smith and Mr. Faſham 
Nairn had been concerned in ſecreting Spencer 


and Becket; they were ordered to attend on the 


© | a r ( 
Monday. \ n ahhh 


On Monday the 8th of May, petitions were 


preſented from Howell and Lucas, acknowledg- 


ing their prevarications, which they ſaid were 
unintentional; but alledging they had declared all 


they knew concerning Spencer and Becket, and 


deliring, on account of their poverty, and their 


having families to maintain, that they might be 


admitted to aſk pardori at the bar of the houſe, 


- 
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and be diſcharged without the payment of 
Theſe- petitions were ordered to lie os the 

The like information as on the Tueſday pre- 
ceding, was given by the meſſengers who had been 


ſent in ſearch of them, concerning Spencer and 


Mr. Smith and Captain Faſham Nairn were 
then examined, in relatibn to the non-attendance 
of Spencer and Becket ; after which, the order of 
the day, for the committee of the whole houſe 
on this buſineſs being read, it was Reſolved, © That 
_ « it appeared to the houſe, that from the ab- 
« ſence of Spencer and Becket, two material wit- 
« neſles in ſupport of the bill, it would not be 
\ « expedient to proceed i in it in this ſeſſion of par- 
ce lament.” 8 
It was then ſeverally 7. reſolved, that the houſe 
would take the report of the ſelect committee 


who were re appointed to try the petition of James 
TP 3 Cal. 
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S Richard Beckford, efq. into fur- 
ther conſideration, as early as poſſible the next. 
ſeſſion ; ; that until then no warrant for a new 
writ ſhould be ordered; and that an humble 
addreſs ſhould be' preſented to the king, to iſſue 
a proclamation for apprehending Spencer and 
Becket, with the promiſe of a reward, ſo that 
they might be delivered into the cuſtody of the 
ſerjeant at arms during this ſeſſion of parliament; 
and this addreſs was ordered to be preſented by 
ſuch members of the houſe as were members of 
the privy-council, | 


Then, upon motion for that bn the firſt 
reſolution of the ſelect committee, as agreed 
to by the houſe on the 23d of February, was 
read; and then, upon a motion for that pur- | 
poſe, t the following entry in the votes of the youſe, 2 
of the th of December * was read, 


Reſolved, * That if it 3 
* ſon hath procured himſelf to be elected 
or returned a member of this houſe, or 

_ « endeavoured ſo to be, by bribery, or any 
other corrupt practices, this houſe will 


« Pro- 


1 


« proceed with the utmoſt x Geri ain 
cc ſuch perſon.” 1 TR 6 28-4 


| And an order made, | 


_ That the jo Eg AE do forthwith pro- 
« e Richard Smith, * for ang nom Amd ” 


| The ſecond n den was . in like manner, 


x and the like order * chat the nene 


The tied reſolution being alſo. read, a motion 
made, and. the queſtion propoſed, that the at- 


| rorney-general ſhould proſecure James Calthorpe, 


eſq. the previous queſtion was put, and reſolved 
in the affirmative; and then the like order was 
made for the proſecution of Mr. Calthorpe, 


; Laſtly, the fourth reſolution being read, it was 
ordered that the attorney- general ſhould likewiſe 
N aa Mr. Beckford, 


The addreſs for apprehending of 9 and 
D was preſented to the king, and the pro- 5 
clamation iſſued; but on the Thurfday the x 1th 


of 1 they ſurrendered themſelves; and, it being 


L4 | ſeverally 


— DCE _- — 
- 


take the whole matter into their moſt ſerious con- 


been brought in during the former ſeſſion. 
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ſeverally reſolved by the houſe, . That they, had _ 

« purpoſely abſconded, in order to avoid being 
« ſerved with an order for their attendance, as 
« witneſſes, on a committee of the houſe, they 
were en to be committed to Newgue. 


13 


On hs th of May, 1775, t the houſe reſbtved 10 


1 


fideration as early as poſſible in the next ſeſſion of 
parliament, and that, in the mean 185 no "Yr; 
rant ſhould be ordered 57 a new writ. | 


On the 31 of v 1776, an order was 
made, that | leave ſhould be given to bring i in a bill 
for the fame purpoſes with the two which had 


Monday the 5th. of February, the bill * 
brought in, and the ſecond reading was fi xed or 
the 1 9th. | 


Various petitions were preſented by intereſted. 
parties againſt the bill, who were heard by coun- 
ſel ; and after innumerable debates and adjourn- 
ments, che houſe came to the eri reſolu 
tion. 8 7 : 

- Reſolved 
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Relelved. That this houſe will, upon this dar. 
| W three. months, reſolye itſelf into a com- 
F, mittee of the whole houſe, . to conſider 
128 further of the bill to incapacitate certain 

* perſqns therein mentioned, from voting 


ph . at elections of members to ſerve in parlia- ; 


: ce ment for the borough of e in the 
5 « county of Wilts,” | 
The reader will perceive, "that 7 refolu-. 
tion the bill was virtually thrown out; it was 
known, that the ſeſſion would be at an end, long 
before the day appointed for taking it again into 
conſideration; and all bills depending at the end 


of a ſeſſion fall, of courſe, to che ground. If he 
houſe had intended to take up the affair in the 
ſucceeding ſeſſion, they would have come to a 
like reſolution with that of the 8th of wins 17753. 


but ara was neee 


vous es ee thus e e hr 


great difficulty in fixing on the new claſs of voters, 
becauſe the influence of different gentlemen of 
property in the neighbourhood of the place would 
een ease esd 
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according as the freeholders of one, two, or more 
hundreds ſhould have been admitted to a partici. 
pation of the right of election. There was ſome 
danger rherefore, that a law which in its origin 
was intended to be a public benefit, and to amend 
the conſtitution, might, in the end, turn out A 
mere job, and become ſubſervient to the parti. 
cular intereſt of certain individuals; in ſhort, 
many who had at firſt promoted and ſupported 


_ * the bill, began in the courſe of the ſeſſion to alter 


their opinion with regard to it, or loſt at leaft 
much of the zeal which they had formerly ſhewn 
for its ſucceſs. On the different occaſions when 
it was to be taken into conſideration, there was 

often other buſineſs more' urgent, and more ge-- 
nerally intereſting, to be' diſcuſſed ; and by the 
time that was finiſhed, and the order of the day 
for the houfe to reſolve itfelf into a committee on 
the Hindon bill called for, the greater number 
of members, already worn out by long attendance, 
\ were glad to leave the houſe : advantage vas 
taken of this by ſome gentlemen, who, from the 

beginning, made no ſcruple of avowing their re- 
ſtratagem which the forms of procedure in the 
houſe of commons ſhould furniſh, or authoriſe, in 
2 | order 
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order to defeat he bill. Forty members are neceſſary 
to conſtitute a houſe ; and if it appear that there 
is not that number preſent, an immediate adjourn- 
ment muſt take place. Whenever thoſe gentle. 
men imaginedthe number preſent was under forty, 
they moved that the houſe ſhould be counted 
and in this manner the proceedings were, at ſe- 
veral times, fuddenly ſtopped; viz. on Thurſday 
the 7th of March, on Wedneſday the 27th of 
that month, and on Tueſday the 7th, of May. 
Another art was practiſed, with equal, or even 
greater fucceſs: every poſſible objection to the 
admiffibility of evidence was either raifed by ſome 
member of the houſe, or taken by the counſel 
who attended at the bar, on the part of the per- 
ſons who had petitioned againſt the bill; almoſt 
every ſuch objection produced an argument, a 
debate, a queſtion, and a diviſion. Thus the 
progreſs of the buſineſs was clogged and retarded 
ſo very effectually, as to make even thoſe who 
SF continued the moſt anxious promoters of it, 
deſpair of ever bringing it to a concluſion; inſo- 
much, that at length, y a ſort of tacit agree- 
ment of all parties, the whole was dropped on 
the 8th of May, 1976, and a new writ ordered to 
pe iſſued for the electing of two burgeſſes to ſerve 

15 | in 
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in parliament for the borough of Hindon; by 
ahh meant feof Sram and Cine 
was avoided, | ur tt ven zt go | 


This — is now ee ae 
influence of William Beckford, eſq. of Fonthill ; 
FF 
n 


Axcizvr TATE. 


Hindon, which is a general eee in 
che road from London to the ſouth parts of So- 


merſetſhire, is an ancient borough by preſcription, 
governed by a Hagar and 3 . 


The firſt GE of this eee 
Henry VI. There was a precept ĩſſued to it anno 
6 Richard U. but no anſwer was made thereto. 


— 
- 
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1701, April 3. Is in the bailiff, oj 
buch inhabitants only as ey ned 1870 | 


2701, May. 13. Is in als inhabitants ofthe 
ſaid borough not eee * 1 6 


"- Agroud to by he houſe 
1728, 


" AHINDON. #57 


1528; April 12. Is in the inhabitants of houſes 


within the ſaid borough, ing hopfetboptcr end | 
OY not receiving alm. 


* | Noupzn oF Vorzs, ; 
Two hundred and ten. 
| | Rrron une Orrier. TOE: 
The bailiff, | 


P nen. 
wer 
William Beckford, eſq. 


HEY TESBURY. 
PoLITICAL CHARACTER. 


THIS place, as well as Weſtbury, which are 
both but ſmall villages, have a right to ſend 
members to parliament; while Warminſter, which 
is one of the largeſt towns in the county, has no 
ſuch privilege ; but, from their contiguity to it, 
being ur: * diſtant, it derives only the un- 

pleaſant 
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pleaſant. reflexion that advantages of ſuch a ſu- 
| - 000204: to fo erent 

 fignificance. 

The right of election here is in the l 
holds, which z are about fifty in number; and are 
the property of the Duke of Marlborough, and 
W. P. Aſhe A; Court, eſq. each of whom returns 
a member. This town was entirely burned down 
in the year 1766 ; ſince which time it has 5 


rebuilt to its former extent. e 
/t 


| Axcikxr 1 e 
Heitſbury, Heightſbury, or Heytſbury, com- 
monly called Hareſbury, is 4ti ancient borough 
by preſcription, governed by a bailiff and bur- 
geſſes. Walter Lord Hungerford built an hoſpital, 
or alms-houſe, for twelve poor men and one 


woman; as alſo a houſe for a ſchoolmaſter, Who 


vas to be a prieſt, and not only teach grammar, 
but to overſee the poor men. Margaret, his 
widow obtained a licence from Henry IV. to 
perfect this charity, and ſettle a chaplain in it, 
to celebrate divine ſervice every day in the pariſh- 
church, for the ſouls of herſelf, her huſband, and 


EE HEY TESBURY, 25 185 
others. It has alſo a collegiate church, wich. 
nere and a free ſchool. 


„In borough never ii  patamet aue 
or 28 Heney VI. | | 


WAGE " 
Rogen or Eizerion. 


| Inche burgge-oldrs | 


_Nounzn or r Voruns. 


2 K * 


18 Rrrunwine Den 
The lord's bailiff. 


| ParRons. g 


| Dake of arbor, and P. WA. be. 


"4 ea l 3-4 we "x pct a 
1 Forrricar CnaractaR: | 
THE right of eletion in in this borough is of a 


particular nature, being in every tenant of any 


7 
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beet tenement in fee, for lives, or ninetychine 
years, determinable on lives, or by eopy of eourt- 


roll, paying a burgage- rent of fourpence or two- 
Pence yearly, being reſident within che ſaid bo- 
rough, and not receiving alms. There dre three 
kinds of burgage-holds; viz. freehold, copyhold, 
and leaſchold. In ſome places the proprietor of 
the burgage-hold only has à right to vote in 
others, it is in the tenant or occupier of ſuch a 
tenure; ſo chat the ſame perplexities and doubts 
which ariſe, as to the right of voting, in ſcotzand- . 


lot or corporation boroughs, happen alſo in res 
. this i e | ind Kl 01 


Theſe burgage tenures, "es are. ey ddr 
in kumber, are the 3 the Ales Aus- 


L ons 
don. 1 . © . 36 44; 9 
. * 2 ; BIS wh. ; Fa. 


* $ 
* 


_ANCIENT SrA rg 
Weſtby ry, which is ſuppoſed to have. received 
its name from being ſituated in the weſtern part 
of the county, is ſuppuſed to have riſen from the 
ruins of an old Roman city, called Verlucio, 
about half a mile to the north; but whether it 
was that city or not, it was certainly known to the 
2 | N by yo Oy a or Roch 
| * 105517 eee 


* * 
* - 
I) 4 


- 


court- roll, paying a burgage-rent of fourpence 
| 22 ³˙ A 
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E- « 9 


7 * 
— 
4 * ſe . : p * 
, 8 . . 
1 < » 3 1 " * 4 * o 1 
1 1 >; - 0 * 
F 1 +4 4 - 
-' - 0 OTST 353 — 
x % Tue eur % 29 + 
„ " 2 . — — 
7 5 — «+> £ * 1 - b * 4 - 4d 
#D N 5 + . (F * — . — 
<$-= 8 » 54 : 4 . "74% 8 „ „ 7 


"You. ut. 192 55 © _ LE 


WESTBURY. 161 
have been found here, It is _ twenty-four miles 
north-weſt of Saliſbury, and ninety-five weſt of 
London, and is ſaid to have had formerly as great 
nnn 


bee fe this dec was anno 27 
Henry VI. — ern onprnns 


. _ — 


Conroximion 


| | Conliſts of a mayor, recorder, eee. 


— 5: lab I 


1702. Dec. I. The tenancs of burgighlbuſcs, © 
| vp la fryer wen, ave right vor. 


1915, bande: 1 . ede . 


1 in fe, fre, or ninry-a 


years, determinable on lives, or by copf t 


9 a tot receiving ahn. | 
he e or Vors. . 


l 


* 
« " 


: 6 
. 162 F Ee A L NE 
PE 2 * ** 
"MR nerve orten. 
. mige lo nes 
The! mayor. | pb Pct « 
4-214 1 Tx 
Parsen. 
Fu of Abington, 
7 o 
Sine 3 
- 5 7 4 | 21 ny i” As 1 1 as ©. 4 
TU" 


Pourrighs chanson. 


IIIs bocough has had The honbur of giving 
* in parliament tu John Dunning, eſq. the 
late Lord Aſhburton, and to Colonel Barre, The 
right of election is. in twenty - four ancient bur- 
geſſes, who annually elect, out of their own body, 
two guild ſtewards to be the returning officers at 
om het gets ASI 


Pig FA 7 4 477 Ahe 2 


* The eee eee ee 
was that of Richard Bull, eſq. and Mr. Ducket; 


but the Marquis of Lanſdown, from his popula- 

riey, ond etcaticad} befinde us Mew Won furt, 
in this neighbourhood, has had, for more than 
ore RC © l twenty 
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twenty years, the ſole need 1 W 
eee | 12 , F 


 Axciexr' Srarz. | THT GOT 


Calne, which is ; a ſmall but ancient town, 1 was a 
former] y endowed with various privileges, and i is 
ſuppoſed to have riſen out of the ruins of an od 
Roman colony, on the other ſide of the river . 
_ Calne, near Studley, where Roman coins are fre- 
ntly found. Here was one of the palaces of 
the Weſt Saxon kings, and probably had a caſtle, 
one af n called Caſtle-ſtreet, 2 


$ mals 


4 | 1 there are no traces remaining, There was 6; 
:  alfſoan hoſpital of Black canons, dedicated to St. 

c John, in the reign of Henry III. governed by a 

* maſter, warden, or prior, and valued, at the diſ- 

7 nee nn : 

it 1 


A . hanpened here inthe 
ear, 977. a great ſynod. or conyocation being 


e, Held; at which the king, nobility, 1 
T | ſhops were preſent, to decide a conteſt between 
k, celibacy of the clergy, and to the monks holding 
in . 3 which was-confidered by. the ſeculars 


ty N ä | ; Ma- 2 9 as | 


* 


* 


% 
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as an encroachment upon their rights; as a Scotch 
+ biſhop, in the courſe of the debate, was pleading 


with great warmth for the ſeculars, all the timbers 
of the aſſembly- rom ſuddenly gave way, and the 
_ whole ſtructure fell to the ground; by which acci- 
dent moſt of the ſecular prieſts were killed, and 
buried under the ruins; ſome of the other prieſts 
were alſo killed, and many wounded ; but the ſcat 
of the Archbiſhop Dupſtan. who was the chief 
advocate for the monks, and the preſident of the 
| ſnod, remaining firm, and he being unhurt, his 
preſervation was interpreted as a miraoulous de- 
claration of Heaven in their favour: upon 
vhich, the ſecular prieſts, i in Dunſtan's province, 


|: were turned out, and er + Placed 1 their 
: room. | 


This is an ancient borough by preſcription ; ; 
and having ſent to all the parliaments in the reign 


of King Edward 1. ceaſed ſending, except anno 1 
Edv. II. e 36, Edw. II. elll 2 Red. II. 


Js 


end, d 1 „ 


Coniiſts of: — Sil Sm 
out rof 1 two * are ee choſen. 
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N 1 51 RicaT or Exscrion. 16 AMEN 
1710, Dec. 22. Is in the inhabitants of the 
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borough, having a right of common, —_— 


ee i 10: 2538009) 
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1723, Feb. 25. Is in the ancient bark of 
unn Haier en e 


= by CE » 


5 1 "ey 


Tharthe right of reurning barges n inthe 
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TIE night of election in.this borough is ex- 
clufively in the corporation, conſiſting of amayor, 
5 » 20 aldermen, 


* 


\ No 
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aldermen, and common council. The influence | 


which prevails here, is that of James Sutton, eſq. 


of 8 in this county, brother-in-law to 
the ſpeaker of the houſe of commons, who was 


| N this ane 


This town, which is * a a aa : 
magnitude, labours under the ſame diſadvantage 
with Saliſbury and Marlborough, reſpecting the 


right of voting being limited to the body cotpo- 


rate, and not Er to tho "poopie at, e 


The ſame excluſion 0 likewiſe in the 
cities af Bath and Wincheſter, the town and 
county of Poole, and in the large towns of Portſ. 
mouth, Plymouth, Andover, Tiverton, Banbury, 
Wycombe, Dartmouth, Scarborough, Thetford, 
St. Edmund's Bury, Newport in the Ile of Wight, | 


Bewdley, and Harwich, dur obſervations on thoſe | 


reſpective places will apply to the chartered mgy 
nopoly of this borough, © 


Anctevt STAfs, 
Devizes, which probably | derives i its r name . 


he Latin word diviſe, ſignifying diviſion, and 
 fappoſed to have been conferred: upon this town, 


DEVIZES. „„ 


a e e the king 

and the biſhop of Saliſbury, is a, town of great 
antiquity, ſuppoſed, by Dr. Stukeley, to have 
been the Punctuobice of Ravennus. The Romans 
incloſed it with a vallum and ditch ; in the laſt of 
which the inhabitants have made a road almoſt 
round the town; but in ſeyeral places both the 
ditch, and the vallum are ſtill viſible, and took in 
the caſtle, which was originally a Roman work, 
erected in a fine ſituation, where it was fortified 
by nature. In aſter- times it was made almoſt 


impregnable, by Roger, biſhop, of. Saliſbury, 


| _ e * deſtroyed. 


Many Many Roman coins of different emperors have 
been found i in the neighbourhood of the Devizes, 
together with pots and other earthen veſſels, ſup- 
poſed to be Roman, Juft without the town, in 
a pleaſant plain called the Green, a large urn full 
of Roman coins was diſcovered in the year 1714 ; 
and near the ſame place were found buried, under 
the ruins of an anęient building, incloſed with 
Roman brick, ſeveral braſs ftatues of heathen 
deities, ſuppoſed to have been depoſited there 
about the year 234, when the Roman troops were 

called out af Britain. Theſe were Carried about 
"> e Se as 
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the kingdom as a ſhow, A confiftetiofs Mp | 
Ammon, about four inches long, weighing ſome- 
what above four ounces : Neptune with his tri- 
dent, the prongs of which were much ſhorter than 
they are uſually repreſented; this figure was 
about four inches in length, and weighed four 
ounces : a Bacchus, much of the ſame weight | 
and dimenſions: a Vulcan, fomewhat leſs: than 
any of the above figures; a Venus, about fix 
inches in length, with the left arm broken off, 
but much the beſt finiſhed ofany in the collection i 
a Pallas, with her helmet, ſhield, and ſpear, be- 
tween three and four inches in length: a Her- 
cules, about four inches long, weighing fix 
ounces and a half. Beſides theſe, there were a 
Mercury, the wolf with Romulus and Remus, 
_ a veſtal virgin, ſome Egyptian deities, and a Coin 
of the emperor Alexander Severus. : OE 


This town, which Sada the e of 
King Edward I. made only four returns, VIZ, 1, 
KS 9, and 19 Edw, I. n f Ew. 1. 1255 


Conronariox. 


"i charter of King Charles I. it miſts. of a 
mer, recopder, ten t n magiſtrates, and twenty- 
| | four 


culppauWan, 169 
a burgeſſes they pleaſe, Al of whom” 
have votes in election of members to c 


' A-., 
+ LIE} 135 bw * 


ö Rionr or „ Elerion- 


1688, Mar. 21. h in the niayor and felett 
number uf burgefſes only. © eee x 
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| wit Sofa. ens ates ata 
James Sutton, eſq.. _ e 
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— chi boroaghs confifives 


bailiff and eleven burgeſſes, who, in the year 
1624, on the gth of April, contended; that the 


excluſive privilege of voting for members of par- 
lament 
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lament. was . veſted in them ; but the houſe of 
commons then Reſolved, * That the burgeſſes 
| . 
* the decion.” | 
| 172 
eee 
ſet up a ſimilar claim, when the following pro- 
| politian was put to the houſe ; That the words 
* burgeffes and freemen, mean only fuch bur- 
geſſes and freemen as are inhabitant houſeholders 
ge . called. free or .burgage.. 
houſes, within the faid borough ; which paſſed 
in the negative. The right is now underſtood to 
extend ta the freemen of the borough, as well as 
om raves phe wh. nog - 
is Parr trade 


The patronage is 1 a Sir 
Edward Baynton, bart. Sir Samuel Fludyer, bart. 
and Henry Dawkins, eſq. An union of intereſts 
between two of theſe gentlemen, renders void, 
and effectually excludes, the influence of the third. 
& coalition at 2 n ee d dev 
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ene one of the chief owns! of the 
Weſt Saxons, by whom it was called Gyppanham, 
ſignifying a market-place, was one of the palaces 
of the Weſt Saxon kings, which Alfred bequeathed 
to his youngeſt daughter Elfleda, wife of Bald 
win, carl of Flanders. It i is ſeated on the lower 
Avon, oyer which it has a handſome bridge of 
fixteen arches, ninety-four miles weft of London. 
It is a large, populous, and well-built town, with 
a magnificent church, ſaid to have been erected 
by the family of the Hungerfords, though ſome 
allow it to have only been beautified by them, 
It has, however, a chapel, till called Hunger. 
ford's chapel. Walter, Lord Hungerford, ob. 
tained a licence from King Henry VI. for found- 
ing a chantry in this church, or elſewhere in the 
. pariſh, to pray for the good eſtate and ſouls of 
his ſons, as alfo for thoſe” of Henry V. and Ca- 
tharine his wife, as well as mus 
fal deceaſed, _ 


T2 


This town having, after the reignof Edward I. 

ſent only to two parliaments of Edward II. and 
| Edward III. eee 2 
22 
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2 Richard II. and again ceaſed ſending after the 
twelfth of his reign, till 1 Henry VI. It is an 


ancient IR by preſcription. fie eee 
4 f Conron arion NN „ 

- By charter of Queen Mary it is governed by 4 
m twelve W * EL 


6 1 


Ricnur os 2 | 


or 


TD April 9. The burgeſſes and 2 
| than wand, have voices in the election. 


” 174, Jan. 36. wy That the words * 9 . 
and freemen”” mean only ſuch burgeſſes and free 
men as are inhabitants, houſeholders of the an- 
cient houſes called free or bug houſes _ | 
the ſaid borough.” _ a 


vp deere. 


i. - yy MN 
- - * 


| Nun or Vorans. 
- About ns hundred gd fy, 


Nrrunrixe orie. 
+Theballf. r 
be 1 Parton. n 07 die ee 
Sir Samuel reren ban . and Henry Daw- 
ins; ela, ; | 
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- MALMESBURY. 


Polirieal CnanactiR. 


© THE right of election in this borough, is, by 
| ü reſolution of the 13th of December, 1702, 
_ veſted in tbirteen individuals, an alderinan and 
twelve burgeſſes, who are all the dependants of 
Dr. Wilkins, a phyſician of this town. This 


- gentleman holds the lucrative place of -receiver- 


general for the county; from which circumſtance 
it may be inferred, that the repreſentatives for 
this place are ſeldom inimical to adminiſtratian. 
Mr. Paul Benfield, one of the gentlemen returned 
at the laſt general election, becoming a proſelyte 


to oppoſition, ſhortly after his acceſſion to that 


tuation, did not fail to receive a hint from the 
grateful doctor, that the vacation of his ſcat 


| became an indiſpenſible etiquette ; in conſequence 
of which the Chiltern Hundreds were given, and 


Sir James Sanderſon ſucceeded to the repreſen- 
7 e eee 


A Srarz. 7" 8 


[FO ON which is ſeated ca near 
4 the banks of the river Avon, which almoſt ſur- 
| | rounds 
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% 
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rounds it, is an ancient borough, formerly de- 
; fended by a caſlile, now in ruins, ſaid to have 
deen built by a king of the Britons, who gave it 
the name of Caer-Bladon. On its being deſtroyed 
in the Saxon wars, another caſtle was built, 
named Ingelborne, which alſo gave name. to the 
place, and was continued till Maildulphus, a 
Scotch monk, who, being delighted with the ſitua- 
tion, lived here as an hermit; but afterwards, 
ſetting up a ſchool, he built a little hermitage for 
"himfetf and nm whence it was called Mail- 
dulphuſbury, which in proceſs of time was 
changed into Malmeſbury. Aldhelm, one of his 
| ſcholars, converted this hermitage into a ſtately 
"abbey, of which he was the firſt qbbor. - Berth- 
Vald. by the conſent of King Etheldred, gave 
© Sommerford upon Thames to it; and about the 
pear 675, Eleutherius, biſhop af Wincheſter, 
gave it to the town of Malmeſbury. King Ethel- 
tan, who was buried here, was a great benefactor, 
and ſo fond of the memory of St. Aldhelm, that 
he choſe him for his tutelar ſaint. Among other 
benefactors were Edgar, Edward the Confeſſor, 
William the Conqueror, and his queen. The 
monks were of the Benedictine order; their ab- 
bot had the dignity of the mitre, and. ſat in par- 


* 
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liament. At the ſuppreſſion it was endowed with 
a. revenue of 8031. 17s. 7d. per annum. The 


_ greateſt part of it, which is ſtill ſtanding, appears 
to have been very well built, eſpecially that part 


* 
o 


| which is now the pariſn-church. There was 
alfo a houſe of Britiſh nuns here, who were ſup- 


preſſed by Sr. Auſtin, in the ſeventh century, for 


ſuffering themſetves to-be debauched by the ſol. 


nnen TIED LY - 


_ von hich as ft icon by 
Edward, king of the Weſt Saxons, about the 


— and aſterwards by Athelſtan, bis ſon, 
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: THIS W has rendered iſelf remarkable 


63 of its petitions 
on undue elections. The firſt of theſe was in 


conſequence of à double return of John Dewar, 


was declared void in February 2775. The ſecond 
ſucceeded in conſequence of the election of 
- Mr. Peach to ſupply this vacancy ; which, in the 
month of February, 1776, was determined 
againſt the fitting member, and in favour 
of John Dewar, eſq. The third was the pe- 
tition of Samuel Petrie, eſq. againſt the re- 
turn, of Paul Benfield, eſq. and John Mac- 


hegen, eſa at the general election in 1780; 
which 


ener. 2 


Which complained, that at the late «leftion of 
members to ſerve in parliament for the borough _ 


of Cricklade, in the county of Witto, Paul Ben- ; 
field, eſq. John Macpherſon, eſq. and the peti- | 
tioner, were candidates; and that, previous to, 
and during and after the poll, the faid Paul Ben- 
field and John Macpherſon, by themſelves and 
their agents; were guilty of many groſs and no; 
torious acts of bribery and corruption, whereby _ 
=_ of the voters were influenced to give their | 
votes for the ſaid Paul Benfield at John Mac- : 
pherſon, and did by chemſelves or their agents 
entertain and allow to the ſaid electors who had 
a right to vote in the ſaid election, money, meat, 
Arink, entertainment, or proviſion, and by ſuch 
unlawful means; and by the threats and promiſes, 
and divers other corrupt and unwarrantable prac- 
tices and proceedings, of the ſaid Paul Benfield 
and Johri Macpherſon, their agents and abettors, 
they have procured themſelves to. be unduly re- 
turned to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid borough, 


to the manifeſt injury of the petitjonet; and in 


violation of the rights and privileges of the ſaid 
botough, and of the commons of England; and 
that the returning officer, during the courſe of 
the faid election, admitted many perſons to poll 


: \ 
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- who were not duly qualified, and rejected the 
legal votes of other perſons who tendered their 
- Petitioner conceives he had a great majority of 
the legal and uncorrupted votes at the ſaid elec- 
tion, and was: duly elected, and ought to have 
been returned; and therefore, praying the houſe 
to take the premiſes into conſideration, and to 
grant unto!the petitioner . en to che houſe 
* ſeem meet. | 

3 1 


Xx A nee ii appointed on the 4th of 
January 1782, to try the merits of this petition, 
when a ſcene of bribery and corruption preſented 
itſelf, equal to what we have reported, either of 
Shorcham, Shafteſbury, - Hindon, or Arundel: 
but to enter into a detail of the evidence, would 
en the limits of all the ren nnn I 


| n eee . 
| mt of February following, pe ng; Har- 
rd our e e I 


- Thar Pau Bebel 0. duly del. 
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On POIs hg TE. 


. Petrie, eſa. is not 4 a 


burgel 0 ſerve i parliament forth W l 


| Cricklade. * 


Sir Harbord Harbord alſo reported, © That it 


e appears to this committee, that there was the 


« moſt notorious: bribery and corruption at the 
8 laſt election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament 


| « forthe karewgh.of hiade, GG 


„ Wilts. “ 


2 


That it is the opinion of this committee, 


that the ſaid bribery and corruption e the 


F « molt ſerious rep. of din 


r 


— that the ſaid ave be taken 
into conſideration n the 1 = of F — inft, 


* * cs on 4 * 
ye 71 21 7 - } 
0 1 % 
4 » 


= - * * , . 
2 1 2s 


EL S349 2 #1444 - Wl $15 . \ |; 8 gt . % 
That the minutes of the proceedings * 


fore the ſaid ſelect committee be laid before the 


, - 


. 
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It was at the fame time ordered, that no hew 
writ for electing a burgeſs for the borough of 
Cricklade ſhould. iſſue, until the houſe ſhall have 
proceeded to take the faid report into conſidera- 


On the 18th of February the houſe reſolved to 
agree with the committee in the above reſolu- 
tions, and ordered a bill to be brought in, to 
prevent bribery and corruption in the elections of 
members to ſerve in parliament for the faid bo- 
* of Cricklade. 


| Three petitions were preſented againft the ſaid 
bill by certain electors of Cricklade, on the 5th 
of March following; which were ordered to lie on 
the table, and the petitioners allowed to be heard 
1 counſel r e the bill upon the CIR IS 


Oh the 7th 3 petitioners were re FU 
counſel, and the bill was "PU to be com- 


After going through the feveral ſtages, the bill 
paſſed, and received the royal aſſent on the 17th 
of May following. Inthe preamble it recites, that, 

. & There 


— 
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. li A an notorious bribery and 
'« corruption at the laſt election of burgeſſes to 
* ſerve in parliament for the borough of Crick- 


« Jade, in the county of Wilts ; and that ſuch 


. bribery and corruption is likely to continue and 


« be practiſed in the ſaid borough in future, unleſs 
« ſome means are taken to prevent the ſame.. In 
order therefore to prevent ſuch unlawful prac- 
« tices for the future, and that the ſaid borough 
may from henceforth be duly: reprefented in 
« parliament ; be it enacted by the king's moſt 


| 'G excellent majeſty, by and with the advice and 


« conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal, and 


« commons, in this preſent parliament aſſembled, 


& and by the authority of the ſame, that from 
1 henceforth it ſhall and may be lawful to and for 
« every freeholder, being above the age of twenty- - 


4 one years, who ſhall have, within the hundreds 


« gr diviſions of Highworth, Cric klade, Staple, 


_« Kingſbridge, and Malmſpury, or one or more 


.« of them, in the county of Wilts, a freehold of 


es the clear yearly value of forty ſhillings, to give 


rough of Cricklade. 


his vote at every election of a burgeſs or bur- 
« geſſes to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid bo- 


\ 


— * — — e.g mn 
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II. And it is further enacted by the autho- 


« rity aforeſaid, That the right of election of-a 
„ member or members to ſerve in parliament for 
u the ſaid. borough of Cricklade, ſhall be, and is 

| 6) hereby declared to be, in ſuch frecholders as 

. « aforeſaid, and in the perſons who, by the cuſtom 

& and uſage of the ſaid borough, have, or ſhall here- 

« after have, a right to vote at ſuch election ; 


and the proper officer for the time being, to 


e whom the return of every writ or proceſs does 

«belong, is hereby required to return the perſon 
or perſons tb ſerve in parliament for the ſaid 
% borough who ſhall have the major number of 


« votes of ſuch freeholders and other perſons 
„ having a right to vote at ſuch election; _T x 
10 8 or W 6 to * EEE etal 


III. It likewiſe W That ſuch free- 
« holders only ſhall be entitled to vote as ſhall be 


* duly qualified to vote at elections for knights 


n of the ſhire for the ſaid county of Wilts, ac. 


* cording to the laws now in cg Oe 
" Beg e county war i "42.3 


MI. Petric weak cache bog eſtabliſhed. his 
right to a ſeat in parliament, upon the merits of 
8 . the 
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3 petition, but for the admillibility of eviy 
dence which was afterwards proved to have been 
perjured. His country is certainly conſiderably 
indebted to him for expoſing. fuch a ſyſtem of 
venality ; and the electors of Cricklade owe him 
their gratitude for en chen t to * e 
of n 


* ks of aQtions were 8 ks 
upon the act of 2 Geo. II. chap. 24, againſt the 
principals and agents, concerned in bribing and 
corrupting the electors in order to recover the 

penalties of five hundred pounds for each offence; 
when Mr. Petrie was fortunate enough te to recover 
upon Wo of them. 


The election next after ts this act, hap- 
—_ in June 1782, when the hon. George Ri- 
chard St. John, and Samuel Petrie, eſq. were can- 
didates, to ſupply the place of Mr. Macpherſon. 
The conteſt at the poll was only between Mr. 
St. John and Mr. Petrie, the other candidates 
decided, by a great, majority, in Mr. St. John's 
favour: but Mr. Petrie petitioned againſt him. 
"OOO which was not tried during the 

| N 4 ſeſſion 
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- ſeſſion in which it was preſented, was renewed: in 
the ſeſſion following, but ſoon after "won | 


At the general election, in ROD Charles Weſt. 

ley Coxe, eſq. and Robert Adamſon,: eſq.. were 
candidates in the Oppoſition, or, what was then 

called, the Coalition intereſt, and were oppoſed by 

J ohn Walter Heneage, eſq. and Robert Nicholas, 
clq. who were on the fide of Adminiſtration. The 

poll, according to the return of the bailiff, was 15 


follows: 
M. 4 * | 
Mr. Coxe — — 442 N 
Mr. Adamſon — 435 
Mr. Heneage — — 373 
Mr. Nicholas — 358 | 


"I petition was preſented by Mr. Heneage « and 
Mr. Nicholas, againſt this return; which came | 
to be heard before a committee on the 1 4th\of 
February, 1785; when it appeared, that a num- 
ber of fictitious voters had been made under the 
5 right of the borough of Cricklade, where the i in- 
| | habitants poſſeſſing houſes, who are feecholders, 
| | copyholders, or leaſeholders, for any term not 
leſs than three years, or for any ſuch term, or 
greater term, determinable on life or lives, ſuch 
Free- 


* 


8 
x 
| 
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— copybolder, or leaſebolder, having been in 
the occupation of the houſe, for which be may claim 
to vote, g Tm Dy the 0 8 


; 12000 Wand adds of 185 votes v were 
objected to, for having fraudulent leaſes, or none 
at all; ſome, as not having been reſident -forty 
days; and others, as inmates, or having ſplit 
tenements. Forty votes were objected to as pariſh 

207; beſides twenty of the hundred voters who 
were alſo objected to for different reaſons. It ap- 
peared in evidence, that moſt ↄf theſe votes had 
been faggoted, and that the returning officer had 
been guilty of groſs partiality in fayour of the 
firting members. On the 4th of April the com- 
mittee reported to the houſe, * That the peti- 
« tioners were _ detted, 1 A to have 
been returned,” a | 


neee ee ns 
© the conduct of the returning officer, in wenn 
the poll, and making the return, at the laſt 
v. election of members to ſerve in parliament for 
& the borough of Cricklade, was partial and 
f .f whereby A colourable majority was ob- 
| | « rained 


786 


1 Mr. . a 
Behance + * 


This t which was taken into contig 
by the houſe, after long and tedious debates, and 
repeated adjournments, the whole ſeſſion was 
OO oy Fay: Gy the 


-In 1790 Mr. Niche wes ane 6 commiſ- 
fioner of exciſe, and 0m NEIL ADs g 4 was 
choſen nete 


0 At as As devon Ms Sins. cents 


offered himſelf a candidate, in oppoſition to tho 
| old members ; when the numbers were, for 


Mr. Faſteourt THIS ap 246 5 
Mr. Heneage — 194 
Mr. Petrie. Ni in x:6 111 ; 


* "The two former gentlemen being returned, in 
conſequence of their majority, Mr. Petrie again 
became a petitioner; the merits of which conteſt 
remains WN next * 


: ment, 2 : : 2 * 
EA | 


ANCIENT 
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ANctxyrSrarz. 


. - Ericklade, or Crekelade, whieh is a town ſitu- 
ated on the Thames, is ſaid to have been called 
Cerigwlad, a Britiſh word, fignitying a ſtony or 


rocky country, like that in which the town is 


 fituated ; but ſome are of opinion, chat it is com- 


pounded of the Saxon word Craecca, : a brook, and 


Ladian, to empty; becauſe the two ſmall ſtreams, 


the Churn and Rey, here diſcharge themſelves 


into the Thames, Others ſay, it was called 
Grekelade, from a Greek ſchool, which being 
tranſlated to Oxford, was the origin of the uni- 
verſity of that city; but Camden ſeems to be of 
opinion that this ſtory is fabulous. It is, however, 


of great antiquity, and was formerly a confider- 


able place, though at preſent it has nothing extra- 


NOR 4k UOTE BIG 05.4013: 
This place, which is an ancient borough by 


preſcription, governed by a bailiff, having ſent to 
parliament in the reign of Edw. I. returned after- 
wards only anno 20 Edw. II. and 8 Edw. III. 
and ceaſed again ſending aſter Richard II. (except 
1 Hen. IV. and 1, 2, 9, wore V. Th rill Hen. VI. 

tg d e w.cf tt ar 
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Rrohr or ErzcTion.” 
wy 1684, April 1. Isin the frecholders | and copy- 

| Holders of the borough-houſes, and leaſeholders, 
Sy term not under three iy | 


” 1685, June 10. . Agreed, by the count bn both 
des, to be in the freeholders, copyholders, and 


| 9 for three 2 


1689, April 1. Ack by cena on both 
5 that the right of election is in the freeholders 


and copyholders of borough-houſes, and leaſe- 
holders for = term not under three be | 


| wk Feb. 8. Is in the nne poſſeſſi ing 
houfes within the ſaid borough, who are free- 
holders, copyholders, or leaſcholders for any 
term not leſs than three years, or for any ſuch 
term, or greater term, determinable on life or 
lives; ſuch: freeholder, copyholder, or leaſcholder, 
having been in the occupation of the houſe for 
which he may claim to vote, HS nn 
_ DITA 


| That the houſes which were in the occupation 
of Thomas Bound, Thomas Kilmaſter, ſen. 
"Road 


? 
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Richard Liddell, William Mabſon, John Pounds, 


and Robert Strange, at the laſt election, are 
within the 3 of the faid borough. | | 


1782. By a of pete is- further veſted 


in the freeholders of the five hundreds or diviſions 
of Highworth, Cricklade, Staple, Kingſbridge, 


n 
| "Noun or Vornns. 
| Twelve hundred. 3 
| Reronnmo Orricen, * pin) 


GREAT BEDWIN. 


Polirieai CAA. 


THE right of election here is in the frecholdetd 


and inhabitants of ancient burgage meſſuages, in 


number above eighty, and returned by the portreve, 
called mayor, who is choſen at the lords court, 
and appoints a bailiff to act under him. 


GREAT BEDWIN-- 


490 

The Earlof Ayleſbury is the lord of the manor; 
in conſequence of which he has the appointment 
of the returning officer. His Lordſhip alſo poſ- 
ſeſſes the major part of the property; ſo that his 
nomination of the repreſentatives can neither be 


rr EINE 
ſucceſs. 


Ancient STA. 
Bedwin, or Great Bedwin, which is ſituated 
ſeventy-two miles from London, is an ancient 
borough by preſcription, and, in the Saxon times, 
is ſaid to have been the metropolis of the juriſ- 
diction of Ciſſa, viceroy of Wiltſhire and Berk- 
ſhire, under the king of the Weſt Saxons, who 
built a caſtle in the ſouth part of the town, the 
ditches of which are ſtill viſible. It has * a 
ſpacious church b built of flints. 
This very ancient 8 fone to al the par- 
liaments of King Edward I. and baving returned 
anno 1, 8, Edward II. 36, 37, Edward III. and 
to ſeven parliaments in the reign of Richard II. 
"intermitted ſending, after the tenth year of that 
-reign, 1 Henry IV. excepted, till g Henry v. 
ſince which time it has conſtantly returned. | 
8 Rich 
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„ you ' Rronr or Evzerion. 
a 199, March 29. In the freeholders and d inhas 
bitants of ancient burgage-meſſuages, 4h 


Fee OF Vorms. 


TED * TH 2 : 
lo "AAAS TITS 


The portreye, who is called {lj GA 
| Choſen a the lords court, and appoints a Bailiff 


n e, 
| £13 AN 
- Enter oper, 
|  LUDGERSHALL.. | 
- PotyvIcaL CHARACTER. | FS ares ® | 


"THIS TEN which-i in its dimenſions is. 1 

a ſmall village, has a right, of a very complicated. 
kind, to ſend members to parliament, © being in 
&« * ſuch ang, who have any e eſtate of age ee 

: ce or 


-_ _ — 


; 
— * — 0 ⁰  __— 
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. ® gr freehold or leaſchold, determinable uport _ 
. * life or lives, within the borough, not confined 
4 to entire ancient houſes, or the ſires of ancient | 
© houſes within EET” Fae 
Cai „ 4h 

The majority of theſe 4 wig « bene the 
property of George Auguſtus Selwyn, efq. of 
facetious memory; at whoſe demiſe they deſcended 
to the preſent. Lord Viſcount Sydney: the mino- 
| rity of them is the property of Mr. Everett, a 
banker in London.— This diviſion of local fuf- 
frage bas been the cauſe of ame between the 


„„ 


commons, againſt the return of the two members 
in the intereſt of Lord Sydney; which being 
heard in 1791, was determined in their favour, | 


Mr. Seluyn, one of the fitting members, dying 
in the interim, a new writ was accordingly iſſued j 
when, at the enſuing election, another conteſt 
© aroſe, Samuel Smith, eſq. being propoſed a can- 
didate in the intereſt of Lord Sydney, and Mr. 
Alderman Newnham in that 6f Mr. Everett ; 
when Mr. Smith was returned, and a petition, of 
a 4 fimilar tendency with the laſt, was preſented to 
the houſe of commons; the merits of which 

33 3 1 , have 


2 
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habe, fk 68 yet ceme on to be heard. The 
matter in queſtion, between the contending par- 
ties; depends upon the legality of ſplitting thoſe 
eftates to which the right of voting is annexed : 
the number of votes, in Browne Willis's time, 
were ſeventy ; but they are now divided into 
one hundred and forty- nine, and are held by the 
tenants and friends of the two proprietors, who 
reſide in different parts of Wiltſhire | and 
Hampſhire „ but who are kind enough to 
come. here, at the time of election, to perform 
the ceremonial part of delegating a repreſenta- 
tive for this borough to the legiſlative aſſembly. 
bf the Britiſh nation: 


1 STATE, 


Luggtrſhall, Ludgerſhall, or Lurgerſhall, which 
is ſituated fifty-ſevery miles weſt of London, is an 
ancient borough by preſcription, governed by a 
bailiff, annually choſen at the eourt-legt of the 
Jord ol the manor, : | 

This borogh ough, which ſent to all the parliamenta 
in the teign of King Edw. I. made three returns 

von. I. | Oo | in 


9 
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in the reign of Edw. II. and three in the Khun 


of Edw. III. ceaſed Frys, Wy Ric. H. til 
3 Hen. * 


Rio or Elserion- 

1689, Feb. 11. Is in ſuch perſons 48 have an 

eſtate of inheritance, or frechold or leaſehold, 

determinable upon life, within the faid' bo- 
1505, Jan. 17. 15 10 the Kecholdend ot ke. 

holders of the faid ONS determinable upon 

life or lives. 


| Nowtun oF Vorne 
e. ſeventy: | 


A N ' 


| Revunning EY . 


| Thelord's bailf, eee 


en, e 
Parxon; 
| | A 


Lord Viſcount Sydney. 
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OLD SARUM. | 
Pourrica CHARACTER, 


- THIS borough was quite decayed, and ma 
to only one houſe, 'in the time of Browne Willis, 
occaſioned by the tranſlation of the old city to the 
new one, which is about a mile lower on the river, 
of- which there is now only a ſmall veſtige re- 
maining. The members are choſen by a bailiff 
and ſix burgeſſes, who are appointed by Lord 
Camelford, the lord of the borough, and entruſted 

Ls him with 1 ſcites. p , 


This WR, with the office of Midhurſt, 
ſends four members to parliament, although 
- there 1s not a ſingle houſe ſtanding, nor a perſon 
living, within the limits of either, to be repre- 
| ſented. The boroughs of Gatton and Caſtle 
Rifing have each wo bouſes only, and ay have 
955 two Ah eee 

| what is the legiſlative part of our conſtitution 
made, of ſome members who repreſent neither 
| houſes nor perfons, of others, who are the repre- 
Q2. ſentatives 
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ſentatives only of ſingle inthe al of many, 
"whoſe conſtituents do not exceed ten in number. 


ANCIENT STATE. 


- Old Sarum, which was the Roman Sorbio- 
dunum, was formed upon one of the moſt ele- 
gant deſigns that can be imagined, and was 
probably a fortreſs of the ancient Britons. Whe- 
ther Julius Ceſar puſhed his conqueſts thus far, 
is diſputed ; but that it was frequented by the 
Roman emperors is certain, from the coins of 
Conſtance, Magnentius, Conſtantine, and Criſ- 
pus, having been frequently found there. Ken- 
rick, the Saxon, after having conquered the Bri- 
tons in 553, was the firſt that got poſſeſſion of 
this place, where he frequently reſided; and his 
poſterity, being the Weſt Saxon kings, continued 
here till Egbert brought the whole heptarchy 
under his dominion. Edgar, his diſtant ſuc- 
0 ceſſor, called a great council or parliament here, 
in the year 960, in which were enacted ſeyeral 
laws for the government of the church and tate. 
In the year 1003, which was the year after King 
Etheldred's general maſſacre of the Danes, King 
' Swaine invaded it with a great army; and having 
e the inhabitants, * the dan, which 
| he 
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he pillaged and burnt, and returned to his ſhips 
with great wealth. | COT £3 

After this calamity, the city did not recover 
its ancient ſpleridor, till Lanfrank, archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, in the year 1070, decreed in a ſynod, 
that ſuch biſhops as were ſettled in ſmall towns, 
ſhould remove to places of greater note and fame: 
upon which the united ſees of Ramſbury, and 
Sherborn in Dorſetſhire, were, in 1072, tranſ- 
lated, by biſhop Herman, to Old Sarum. He 
there began to erect a cathedral, which was 
_ finiſhed in the year 1092, and dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary. But it is ſaid, chat, the day after 
its conſecration, the "oy was ai on fire IF 
N Dt 


: The city, notwithſtanding, begin to flouriſh 
greatly; inſomuch, that the Norman kings, after the 


death of William I. frequently reſided here, and 
held their parliaments. In the reign of King Ste- 
phen, a difference ariſing between him and the 
biſhop, the king ſeized the eaſtle, and placed in it 
a governor and a garriſon; This occafioned fre- 
quent difputes between the biſhop and the ſoldiers, 
whoſe Tok here 90 now confidered as a vio- 


O 5 Eh lation 
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 lationof the liberties of the church. This, with 


the want of water, made the biſhop and ca- 
nons reſolve to remove to a more commodious 
place; but they could not put their purpoſes in 
execution till the reign of Henry III. when bi- 
ſhop Poor laid the foundation of a, cathedral; in 
a place called Merryfield, about a mile to the 
ſouth-eaſt of the old one; and this new church, 
which was almoſt forty years in building, gave 
riſe to the city of Saliſbury, and is a magnificent 
ſtructure, ſtill in being. It at the ſame time 
proved the entire deſtruction of Old Sarum ;. for 
the materials of the houſes, caſtle, and walls, 
being removed, in order to form the buildings of 
the new city, this ancient one was gradually de- 
| ſtroyed. In the reign of Henry VII. it was in a 
manner entirely deſerted; and for many years paſt, 
there has been only a farm-houſe leſt, and even 
that is now demoliſhed ; notwithſtanding which, 
it is till called the borough of Old Sarum, and 

ſends two members to parliament, who are choſen 
by the proprietors of certain lands; but whom 
they can juſtly be ſaid to rent. it ĩs difficult to 
| determine. | | 


This town firſt returned members to parlia- 
ment, 23 Edw. I. and then intermitted ſending 
Th | till 
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till 34 Edw. III. ſince which ame. it _ con- 
PP returned, | 


Wide or Eabe pin 


1688, Nov. 14. Is in the freeholders, being | 


va of the ſaid borough. | 


Numer or VorzRS. 


| Nominlly SEVEN, but actually only ONE, 


* 


RerTunnING Orrrexx. 


"eu, | 


OE PATRON. - 
Ford Camelford, 


| WOOTON BASSET. 


N d Porxrieai CHARACTER. 


"THis ſmall borough was ſtrongly conteſted in 
the year 1784, betyeen the intereſts of the Earl 


of Charendon, and Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke. 


ou fb . George 


3 | 
_—_ | 'WOOTON DASSET, 


| "Gotege "Tiley; eſq. wab. a ns in the 

© intereſt of the former; and the preſent Lord 

North, and the Hon. R. S. Conway, in that of 

the latter. Theſe two laſt gentlemen had 3 ma- 

| jority on the poll, and were accordingly returned; 

' but a petition was preſented by George Tierney, 

eſq. which was heard in the month of April, 

1785, when the committee decided in favour of 
the fitting 1 members. 2 {86 


Since the above PT theſe noblemen have 
agreed, to avoid future litigation and expence, 7 


Pn each other to return one e 


* 


Axctent STATE. 


| Wotton Baſſet, or Wooton Baſſet, which i a 
borough town by charter and preſcription, is 
ſituated in a large park, near the foreſt of Bedern, 
at the diſtance of args rs cd miles from Lon. 
don. 


. 1 ; : : eds 
This borough firſt ſent members to parliament 
in the Lond yoar ofthe ren of Firary) TH: | 


CORPORATION, 


It is governed by a mayor, two aldermen, and | 


twelve Aw burgeſſes. 5 
2 l 


\ 
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Bion or Elzer 
te AA rant wn ſcot and let. 5 
Na oF Voregs, 85 


rn 


Rervanpe Gerdes. 2 
The mayor; | | 


p TRONS, 
"ou we Clarendon and Lord Viſcount Boling: 


f - 7 L 2 5 { 
* - 
. 0 
* 1 * - 
- 
ew has wtf s ' Y : 25 
* N 4 x * 1 . 
4 
* 89 » e 


LS. 
„ 


| 1 MARLBOROUGH. . vB > 


Porr AL. Cnanapren. 


IN this town, which, for the number of its 
inhabitants, and the trade It carries on, may 
hold a rank equal to ſome of the firſt in the 
county, the right of voting for members of par- 


liament is in the corporation only, conſiſting of a 
mayor and two bailiffs, choſen out of twenty Cas 
pital 8 Here, like as at Gatton, two men, 

| who 


| 


WIPES ——— 
| 


————— nE* ws 4 * —— 2 


— h — — 


1 of the conſtitution of this country, and the 
common acceptation of the word repreſentative, 


theſe perſons, who are thus elected, are bound, 


3 _ MARLBOROUGH, 


who are a majority of the electors, return two 
repreſentatives: now, according to the principles 


not only to liſten to the inſtructions of their 


_ conſtituents, . but alſo to 'obey them: ſup- 


poſe, therefore, this poſlible caſe ; ; that a \ ſubject 


ſhould be debated in parliament, in which the 


Intereſts of this country were deeply concerned, 
but where; at the ſame time, the ond of he whole 
might be injurious to, and militate againſt, that 
of thoſe two individuals; would not the members 
be, upon every account, bound to give their voices 
in the ſenate agreeably to the will of thoſe who 
ſent them thither, without conſulting the benefit 
of thoſe with ' whoſe welfare they are not ſo im- 
mages ha Concerned? ? | | 


Axerzxr Srarz. 


a ' Marlborough deriyes its name from its ſitua- 
tion at the bottom of a chalk hill, anciently called 


' Marle; it ſtands on a Roman road, and was the 


Roman ſtation called Cunetio. The ruins of a 
caſtle, apparently of Roman work, are All» Vi- 


ſible. | 
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A parliament was once held here! and a lay 
for the ſuppreſſion of tumults, ſtill retains the 
title of the ſtatutes af Marlborough, - 


... It is an ancient | borqugh by preſcription, 


and gives the title. of duke to the family of Spen- 


ce. 


The remains of 2 priory, of the Sempringham 
order, the gate-houſe of which ſtill remains, and 
| which ſubſiſted before the reign of King John, 
are ſtill to be ſeen here. * 


5 It was a royal foundation, dedicated to St. 
Margaret; and its revenue was valued, at the 
ſuppreſſion, at 30l. 98. 6. a year. Here was an 


hoſpital for a maſter and ſeveral poor ſick bre- 


thren, in the beginning of the reign of King 


Henry III. It was dedicated to St. Thomas of 


Canterbury, and in the time of king Richard the 
Second, was annexed to the above priory. Here 


was alſo an hoſpital for brethren and ſiſters, before 


the ſixteenth year of the reign of King John: it 
was dedicated to St. John the Baptiſt; and its 
revenues valued, at the ſuppreſſion, at 61. 18s. 4d. 

Per 


\ 


1 
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per annum. In this town was likewiſe a houſe of 
White friars, founded in 1 316; by e er 
and William Remeſbeſch, merchants. 


This borough 1 __ members to parliament a 


e — e el. 1 


| ConronariON. INE Io * 


11 bottle of a mayor and two bailiffs, choſen 


out of ü capital dane | 


//Ricur or Bier MI: | 


1717, 13 May. 11 in the mayor and burgeſſ 


of the ſaid borough wy: Re 2 
. wy Nouers or Vorraus. 1 
THREE. I 


ReTuaniNG Orrien. 


The major. PO e ro rr rp ee, 5 0 
Al . 7 140 1 | £ * : 
| | Parzen- | AD af 

Earl of Aglibry 
— 14 IF e 22 
WOR- 
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4455 . PoLttTICAL CHARACTER. + + 


county ĩs not under the immediate in- 
fluence of either ariſtocracy or admini- 
ſtration. The Earl of Coventry, Lord Foley, and 
Lord Somers, have reſidences and conſiderable 

| eſtares here ; but an union of their intereſts could 
not, in oppoſition to the inclinations of the inde- 
pendent freeholders, procure à return of the 
members to repreſent it in parliament. If the 
above noblemen ſhould make ſuch an attempt, we 
doubt not but that their expectations would be 
_ fruſtrated, and their deſigns rendered abortive, 
by the vigorous: exertions of the . | 


The political hiſtory of this county * been 
r remarkable for the unconſtitutional in- 
terference of the biſhop' of this dioceſe, at the 
general election in 1702, in the firſt year of the 
reign of Queen Anne. 


* 


A com. 


=_ 


16 ones TRS 
A complaint was made to the houſe on the 
2d of November ſollowing, that the Lord Biſhop 


of Worceſter, and Lloyd his fon, had been guilty 
of a breach of privilege at. the laſt election for 
that county. The ſame was ordered to be taken 


into conſideration on the 18th of the fame month; 


when the houſe, according to the order of the 


day, proceeded to take into conſideration the 
complaint of Sir John Pakington, the 2d inſt. 
againſt the Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, and Mr. 
Lloyd, his, ſon, relating to the rights and pri- 
vileges of the houſe of commons: and Sir John 
Pakington, in his place, acquainted the houſe, 
that he had reduced the matter of the ſaid com- 
plaint into ſeveral heads; which he read in bis 
n and is 45 nw: viz. | 
. iſt That, ſaver after the 8 roſe 
the Biſhop of Worceſter took upon him to 


ſend to me to deſiſt from ſtanding to be elected 


knight for that county, and to threaten me, that 
if I did not deſiſt, he ſhould think himſelf obliged 
to. ſpeak againſt me to his clergy. | 


«  2dly, He ſent ſome letters himſelf, and bis 
ſecretary ſent others, to ſeveral of his clergy, 
with directions to make what intereſt they could 
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hb me in their ſeveral pariſhes ; and where 


| they could not prevail, with ſuch who voted 


ſingly for me in the laſt election, to give 4 vote 
for one or both the other candidates, they ſhould 


defire them to ſtay at home ; and in order to this, 
his lordſhi ip ſent them copies of the poll of their 


reſpedtive pariſhes, _ 


” 


« 2dly,. lie ed me to 5 ks 8 branding | 


me and my anceſtors with ſeveral vices ; and, at 
his confirmation and viſitations, ſolicited his 
5 clergy to Vote againſt me, repreſenting | me 2 


© 4 


thou with Ui n if they ad not vote 
againſt me. 


« athly, He a me and my anceſtors to 


ſeveral of the laity, who were his tenants, and 


threatened them, that, if they would not vote 
againſt me, they ſhould never renew any eſtate 
under him; and that he would ſet ſuch marks 
upon them, that His ſucceſſors ſhould not ſuffer 
them _ their children to renew any more. 


3 '/ a ah Mr. Liogd, the biſhop” 8 ſon, PEE 
me, and gave Kandetons characters of me to ſeveral 
free- 


„ mn nu CA A OOO — — = 
—— — — As es — — — 
1 2 


0 freehalders, whom he ſolicited to vote . again 
me, and told, them 1 voted for an in 4 
oy French government, "4 5 1 4 


me.“ 
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4 - - 


8. 6thly, The biſhop” 8 ſecretary at's me 70 
ſeveral frecholders in the like manner ; repreſent· 


ing me as ünfit to fit in the houſe, threatening 


them with the biſhop's diſpleaſure, and ſaid they 
might as well vote * the Prince x Wed as s jor 


/ 


bs with the' Viet to %s ae 


heads were called i in, and examined at the bar 
| thereunto; ; and then they ſeverally withdrew, 6 


Agave 4 nemine rentredicents, ce. | That Sir John 

„ Pakington has, by evidence, fully made 

8 # out the charge which he exhibited L_ 
* the Lord Map of WIEN: „ ee 


Bid, nemine 3 45 That Sir Je ohn 
« Pakington has fully made out the charge 
« againſt Mr, Mend the bid heed Biſhop's 
« ſon,” 5 


- 
* 


* * * * 
p S#® * : 
, 4 2 . 1. 44 
S- = F'* 1 F 
; . * 859 
* 8 : 
— V2 „ : 
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e, = That i appears to hi houſe, hat 1 
A the proceedings of William Lord Biſhop ; 
4 o Worceſter, his ſon, and his agents, in | | 
order to the hindering the election of a 1 

member for the county of Worceſter, have | 
« been malicious, unchriſtian, and 7%, 08h 
e in high violation of the liberties od pe 

8 Lan alas eee England,” 
© Relolond, * eee eee 5 
1 r that ſhe will be graciouſly 

n pleaſed to remove William Lord Biſhop = 
0 * N ee to her 
| « majeſty.” GEES i" 


* 


- 


* 


| Rte," Thi che refluio and addref | 

N 

e bers of this houſe as eee eee 
l r tunes 


3 


| "Ordered; That PE) FARES Ag EE. 


cer bete o de ten Biſhop of | | 
„ Woreeſter, be adjourned ul this 
"Spins 224 0 an 39 
Ip | 1 "aa ; 9 0 | p | 
vor. m Pf Ordered,” 


that every peer and lord of parliament, and 
indeed every. other perſon, ought to have an 


r ⁰˙ ' re ns et 
—— — —— —̃᷑ æ—F—ñ—k—ñ ͥ ʒ ʃʃII— —ͤ——— 2 — 2 à»ꝛ „ 13 A 
% 9 
0 ; : 
” 
.* 
* % 


Sid biet 


orn. « That Mr. Attorney-General Proſe- 

2 cute Mr. Lloyd, the Lord Bifhdp bf Wor- 

5 a « ceſter's ſpn, for his ſid ofkences, aſter his 

| 1 4 privilege, as a member of the Toer houk 
| 2 of convocation, is out.” 0 | 


CI Wal took the alarm at theſe 1 


of the commons againſt a member of their houſe, 
and endeavoured to ſcreen him from their reſent- 
ment. An addres from the lords to rhe queen 


was agreed to, in which they ftated, That it was 
« the undoubted right of every lord of parliment, 
. atid of every ſubject of England, to have an op- 
« portunity of making his defence before He ſuf- 
« fers any ſort of puniſhment, and therefore 
« humbly deſired her majeſty that ſhe would be 
& pleaſed not to remove the Lord Biſhop of Wor- 
« ceſter from the place of lord almoner, nor to 
« ſhew any mark of her diſpleaſure towards him, 
« till he be found guilty of ſome crime by due courſe 
« of law.” This addreſs being preſented to the 
queen, ſhe returned anſwer, “ That ſhe agreed 


opportunity of being heard to any matters 


chjected againſt him before he be puniſhed; 


« that 
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® chat the” had not yet received any complaint 
* againſt the Biſhop of Worceſter; but ſhe looked 
n upon it as her undoubted right to continue or 
. diſplace any ſetvant attending upon her own 
« perſon, when ſhe ſhould think proper.“ The 
lords upon this anſwer, reſolved the ſame day una- 
nimouſly, „That no lord of their houſe ought to 

* ſuffer any ſort of puniſhment by any proceed- 

* ings of the houſe of commons, otherwiſe than 

« according to the known and ancient rules and 
| & methods of parliament,” | 


lr. Comipttellet teparted to the houſe of com- 
mons that their reſolutions, and addreſs to her 
majeſty, for the removing Malliam Lord Biſhop 
of Worceſter from being lord almoner to her 
majeſty, had been preſented to her majeſty, and 
that her majeſty had been egg to give = 
moſt gracious 2 


. „ 6 
« addreſs againſt the Biſhop of Worcefter. I ſhall 

| S order and direct, that he Mall no longer continue 
0 ſupply the place of almuner; but I will put 
1 anbther in his mom, to perform that office.” 


$7 : 
3 7 5 * 


2 5 Pa Reſolved, 


* 
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. Refalved, © That the moſt humble thanks of 
_ « this houſe be returned to her majeſty, for 
8 . moſt gracious anſwer to their 
_« addreſs e eee 

« of Worceſter.” 


to 


Of Ordered, * « That Mr. 1 ay of her ma- 


* 


« jefty's houſchold do return the faid'moſt 
„ humble thanks of this houſe. to her ma- 
« jeſty. «Se j 


March. 25, RP « That the evidence given 
in at the bar of this houſe, upon the charge 
« of Sir John Pakington againſt William 
Lord Biſhopof Worceſter, and Mr. Lloyd, 
f « his ſon, be printed, together with the Pro- 
p Tn of that houſe thereupon.” 


* 


ci nant « That the elk books, in faith 


e to the ſaid evidence, be examined, and 
that Mr. Speaker do take care of the 
* priming. the THE, evidence and proceed | 
«. bh. ef 


"eb That the further ane 
dhe matter relating to the Lord Biſhop 
ba” of Worceſter be W en till this ow 
4 ſe'nnight.· : 


„ »> << > 
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on the 23d, 1703, © the ſolicitor- general re- 


beer to the houſe the proceedings which had 
been cit f. wee ide Lord OY of 
| "Worceſter's ſon, © 
N . Axcizxr Srats, 

| F which is an inland county, 
bounded by Staffordſhire on the north; Warwick 
ſhire, on the eaſt; Glouceſterſhire, on the ſouth; 
and by Herefordſhire and Shropſhire, on the 
weſt; is thirty-ſix miles in length, twenty-eight i in 
' breadth, and one hundred and thirty miles in cir- 
- cumference ; and, in the time of the Romans, 
was, according to Camden, inhabited * the Cor- 


. ** 


During the heptarchy it was part of the king- 
dom of Mercia, and was called by the Saxons 
Wireceſterſeyre, which is thought to have ariſen 
from the foreſt of Wire, part of which is ſtill in 
being about Bewdley, and formerly extended as 
far as Worceſter, whence that city was called the 
fortreſs of Wire. A part of the inhabitants were 


* called Wiccit; a name which ſome: ſuppoſe was 


| given them on account of the winding courſe of - 
the Severn, termed Wic by the Saxons ; while 
others maintain that it was derived from the ſalt- 


Pins named wiches. | a 
e 
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The country of Wiccia had a viceroy of ita 
pwn, as we are informed by Florence of Wor- 
ceſter, who ſays, that Oſhere, viceroy of the 
Wiccians, perſuaded king Ethelred to conſtitute 
a a biſhop over his country, that it might have the 
honour of having one of its own. When this wag 
done, the biſhop fixed his ſee at Worceſter,” but 
was called the Wh of Wiccia, 


While the heptarchy continued, it was go⸗ 
verned under the Mercian kings by an earl, who 
had a kind of regal power, which ſeems to have 
been greater than in other places. 
| This county is divided into ſeven hundreds, 
containing the city of Worteſter, and ten market; 
towns, viz. Bewdley, Bromſgrove, Droitwich, 
Dudley, Eveſham, Kidderminſter, Parſhore, Ship- 
ton-upon-Stour, Stourbridge, Tenbury, and Up- 
jon. It is in the province of Canterbury, and 
dioceſe of Worceſter ; contains one hundred and 
fifty-two pariſhes, and ſends nine members ta 
paxliament ; two knights of the ſhire, two mem- 
bers for the city of Worceſte, two for the borough 
* for ret . one 1 


Von⸗ 
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| PoLITICak CHARACTER, 


WE enter with reluctance upon the painful 
taſk of introducing the political character of a 
populous and opulent city, under the ſtigma of 
venality and corruption, To the honour of the 
majority of its electors, however, and to that 
perſevering ſpirit which they manifeſted through 
three expenſjye conteſts, and the trial of as many 
petitions, it affords us the ſatisfaction of demon- 
ſtrating, that practices ſubverſive of national 
liberty cannot be uſed in popular elections with- 
out detection, nor eſcape under the ordeal of 
Juſtice without puniſhment. | 


Upon the death of Henry Crabb Boulton, eſq. 
in 1773, who was one of the repreſentatives for 
this city, Sir Watkin Lewes was invited; by a 
committee of the independent electors, deputed | 
by them for that purpoſe, to become a candidate 
to ſupply the vacancy. Thomas Bates Rous, eſq. 
Was e to him by 's intereſt of the . 

PIES \ 4a | | 
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the corporation, and the Earl of Coventry, 
who is recorder, of this city, and has a ſeat 
in the neighbourhood. _ Mr. Rous was returned 
by the ſheriff, after a poll of ſeveral days; and 
on the 20th of January, 1774, a petition was 
preſented to the houſe of commons, by Sir Watkin 
Lewis, ſetting forth, * That, at the late election of 
a member to repreſent the city of Worceſter in 
| parliament, in the room of the late Henry Crabb 
Boulton, eſq. deceaſed, the petitioner, ; and Thomas 
Bates Rous, eſq. were candidates; and that the 
ſaid Thomas Bates Rous, by himſelf and agents, 
after the ſaid vacancy happened, and previous to 
and during the poll, was guilty of bribing and 
corrupting, and attempting to bribe and corrupt, 
thoſe who had a right to vote in the ſaid election, 
in order to procure himſelf to be elected to ſerve 
in parliament for the ſaid city ; and that many 
of the aldermen of the ſaid city acted as agents 
for the ſaid Thomas Bates Rous, and alfo did 
bribe, and attempt to bribe, with money and 
otherwiſe, a great many freemen of the ſaid city, 
to induce them to give their votes for the ſaid 
Thomas Bates Rous, at the ſaid election ; and 
that William Mathews, eſq. ſheriff and returning 
officer of the ſaid city, acted partially and unfairly, 
before ny e the poll, in rejecting _ votes 
,- * 
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for the petitioner, and admitting perſons not 
qualified to vote for the ſaid Thomas Bates Rous, 
and in many other reſpects was guilty of partiality 
in the execution of his office ; and that, by theſe 
and other illegal means, the ſaid Thomas Bates 


Rous procured a majority of votes upon the poll, 
and was returned to ſerve in parliament for the 


ſaid city, in prejudice of the petitioner, and in | 


open defjance of the law, and the roo of 
elections.” bY 
On the 2d of February following, a committee 
was appointed to try the merits of this- petition, 
who, on the 8th of the fame month, reported t to 
the houſe, | 


« That . Bates Rous, 4 the ſitting 
ec member, is not ny elected. And alſo, 


„That Sir Watkin Lewes, knt. is not duly 
c elected to ſerve in this preſent e for 
8 85 5 od 5 * 


| 7 new writ was therefore ordered to be iſſued 
for a new election. 5 ; | 


At 


\ 


| A 
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At this ſecond election Colonel Lechmere was 
1 up by the miniſterial party, in oppaſition to 
Sir Watkin Lewes, and was returned by a ſmall 
majority; but as the parliament at that time was 
nearly expiring, and the diſſolution almoſt daily 
expected, the citizens of Worceſter deferred con- 
teſting their cauſe * . till the Lk 
0 985 | | 


| When the diſſolution took place, in September 
following, Mr. Rous was again a candidate, on 
the old intereſt, in conjunction with Mr. Walſh, 
the late member; and Sir Watkin Lewes, and 
Edward Bearcroft, the counſel, were oppoſed to 
them by the independent intereſt of the city of 
Worceſter, At the cloſe of the poll the number 
1 For Mr. Rous, — 98} 
Mr. Walſh, — 393 
Sir Watkin Lewes, 736 


Upon which the two former were returned, 


On the 3 iſt of October following, * Watkig 
Lewes preſented a ſecond petition to the houſe, 


NIN 
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fetting forth, * That, at the late election of mem. 


bers to repreſent the city of Worceſter in parlia- 


ment, John Walſh, and Thomas Bates Rous, 
eſqrs. and the petitioner, were candidates; and 
that, previous to and during the late election, the 
ſaid Mr. Walſh and Mr. Rous did, by themſelves 
and their agents, bribe and corrupt, and attempt 
to bribe and corrupt, thoſe who had a right to 
vote at the ſaid election, in order to procure them- 
ſelves to be elected, to ſerve in parliament for the 
ſaid city; and that, previous to and at the ſaid 
election, William Mathews, eſq. mayor of the 
ſaid city, and ſeveral aldermen and juſtices of the 
faid city, with many of the common: council, 
acted as agents for the ſaid John Walſh and Tho- 

mas Bates Rous, and threatened, and publicly 
canvaſſed and ſolicited great numbers of the free- 
men of the ſaid city to vote for Mr, Walſh and 
Mr. Rous ; and promiſed that they ſhould be ſep 
down as conſtables, and have a certain reward for 
their votes; and alſo did bribe, and attempt tu 
| bribe, with money, and otherwiſe corrupt, a great 

many freemen of the ſaid city, to induce them to 
yote for the ſaid John Walſh and Thomas Bates 
Nous, or one of them, at the ſaid election; and 


were 
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were guilty of divers other corrupt and illegal 
practices, in order. to procure a majority for the 
 faid Mr. Walſh and Mr. Rous; and that, by 
means thereof, and other undue influence, the 
faid mayor, aldermen, and common-council, as 
agents for the ſaid Mr. Walſh and Mr. Rous, 


Ws procured: many freemen to vote in their intereſt 


for the faid Mr. Walſh and Mr. Rous, who 
would otherwiſe have voted for the petitioner ; 
and that the ſaid mayor, ſeveral of the aldermen 
and juſtices of the ſaid city, and their town-clerk, 
for ſeveral days before and during the election, 
met together, nominated, appointed, and ſwore 
in, many freemen, and, as the petitioner believes, 
to the number. of three hundred and upwards, to 
be conſtables, under a promiſe from ſuch perſons 
that they would vote for Mr. Walſh and Mr. Rous; 
for which they ſhould have certain rewards in 
money; which was afterwards paid to them out 
of the money and funds of the corporation of the 
ſaid city, or by the ſaid Mr. Walſh and Mr. Rous; k 
by which means the ſaid mayor and aldermen 
did corruptly obtain a majority of votes for. Mr. 
Rous and Mr. Walſh upon the poll; and that a 
= of this realm, and a lord of n did, 

by 
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by himſelf and his agents, interſere in the ſaid 
election, by canvaſſing and ſoliciting votes on 
behalf of the ſaid John Walſh, and uſing threats 
to intimidate the freemen from giving their votes 
to the petitioner, in violation of the privileges of 
the houſe, the freedom of election, and a high 
infringement of the rights of the commons of 
Great Britain ; and that John Williams, gentle- | 
man, ſheriff, and returning officer of the ſaid 
city, acted partially and unfairly, before and du- 
ring the election, in rejecting good votes for the 
petitioner, and admitting perſons not qualified 
to vote, for the ſaid John Walſh and Thomas 
Bates Rous, and in many other reſpects was guilty 
of partiality in the execution of his office; and 
that, by theſe and other illegal means, the ſaid 
John Walſh and Thomas Bates Rous procured a 
majority upon the poll, and were returned to 
ſerve in parliament for the ſaid city, in prejudice 

of the petitioner, who had a majority of legal 
votes, and ought to have been returned; and 
therefore praying the houſe to take the premiſes 
into conſideration, and to grant him ſuch relief 
therein as ſhall, «mg examination, appear to be 
Juſt.” 


422 cen 11. 
The objects of the petitioner were, 


i Iſt, To prove that bribery had 3 
by the ſitting members, or their agents ; and 
thereby to make the election void, as to them. 


2dly, To Atzwalit ſuch a Fd f the 


voters for the ſitting members, and to add ſuch a 
number to the poll of the petitioner, as to leave a 


majority in his favour, and entitle him to be de- 
clared duly elected. 


Zdly, To induce the committee to make a ſpe- 
cial report to the houſe of the various matters 
particularly alledged in the petition againſt the 
ſitting members, the corporation, the returning 
officer, the peer whoſe influence was We 
wo e angie voters. 


On che rt head, 8 were FRANC er who 
ſwore to poſitive acts of bribery and promiſes, by 
Mr. Walſh himſelf, and by his agents. There 
was no attempt to charge Mr. Rous directly; but 
it was contended, that M r. Walſh, and his agents, 
were to be conſidered as agents for Mr. Rous, 
who, therefore, muſt be affected by what they 
had done. 


2 . On 


eit 4433 
On the fecond head there were the following 
objections to different clſfes of roter or the 
fitting member. | 


iſt, To a great number, that their votes had 
been procured by money or promiſes. This was 
che main point of the cafe; being ſufficient, ik 
proved to tlie Full extent, to have given the pe- 
titioner | a majority over both the fitting mem- 
bers. 


By a charter of James I. the eity of Worcefter, | 
which was, befpre that time, and continues to be, 
a county of itſelf, is incorporated by the name of 
the mayor, aldermen, and citizens of the city of 
Worceſter. There is a common- council, com- 
poſed of two bodies, one of twenty-four, the 
other of forty- eight, making together ſeventy« 
two common-councitmen. The number of ct» , 
tizens-is indefinite; the mayor and fix aldermen 
are choſen annually out of the twenty-four by the 
ſeventy-two. Theſe ſix aldermen, and the mayor, 
are, by their offices, zuftices of the -peace-for the 


i 
; 
i 
| 
| 
i 
{ 
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The day before. the election began, * com- 
mon council, the greateſt part of whom were in 
the intereſt of the ſitting members, made the 
following reſolutions and oer. | 
: 12th Od. 1774- Refobved, © « « That ir be recom- | 
' - ,* mended to the mayor and juſtices to ap- 
A point ſuch a number of conſtables as they | 
_ « ſhall think proper, to preſerve the peace 
à during the election of members to repre- 
vue ent this city in parliament. 24 


n « That the expences attending ſuch 
©: appointment be ee * this . h 
2 th 
ande about three hundred Ty mY 
in; and they received one ſhilling and ſixpence a 
day from the chamiberlain, out of the money of 
the corporation, for a week: all 'the conſtables, 
except about ten or twelve, were freemen, ang 
voted for the ſitting members. At former 
elections it had been uſual to appoint a certain 
number of ſpecial conſtables to keep the peace ; 
but they were not ſo numerous as at this election; 
as och tae paid, in _ proportions, by the 
candidates, 


* 


4 
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candidates, and not by the corporation. There 
were ſeveral of the perſons appointed, on this pre- 
ſent occaſion, lame, or ſo infirm as to be incapable 
of doing the duty of the office ; inſomuch that, a 
riot having happened during the courſe of the 

poll, it was thought neceſſary to ſwear in about 
ten or twelve able-bodied watermen. Theſe 


watermen were the only conſtables who \ were 
not freemen.” 


| From the circumſtances juſt ſtated, it was 
contended, that the'appointment of ſo many free- 
men to be conſtables was only colourable ; that 
being all voters, and having voted for the ſitting 
members, the money paid to them muſt be con- 
ſidered as bribes given them by the corporation, 

who wete agents of Walſh and Rous ; that all the : 
votes of the conſtables therefore ought, to be ſtruck 

off the poll, 


© Beſides this, there wete Wines who fad, that 
two agents of Walſh, -in their, preſence, had of- 
fered, on the zoth of September, to a company 
of about twenty-five - freemen, to make them 
: conſtables, if they would vote for Walſh and 
3 and faid they ſhould have ; a guinea from 

Vol. III. 10 _ 


4 


had determined. 8 


| and that they were protniled more. 
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each candidate; and that many of them accepted 
on that condition. One of the witneſſes ſaid, 


he aſked whether he might not be half a conſtable, 
if he polled for Walſh ; and that he was told he 
could not be a conſtable, unleſs he would vate for 
Walſh; ſeveral perſons ſwore to declarations of 

voters who were m de conſtables; that they had 
received money from or on the behalf of Walſh; 


TIY . 


There was a conſiderable number of. out- 
voters, reſident in London, Birmingham, Kid- 
derminſter, and other places, whoſe expences 
'were defrayed by the fitting. members. It was 
alſo ſworn, that they were promiſed money for 
their trouble by the agents. Many declared 
that they had voted, in expectation of a reward; 
ſome, that they | had e dang | 
had polled. £545 

on Thurſday the 18th of April, the committee, 
"by their chairman, informed the fouls, that they 
Ws; WISER 

SE ATION Tf OS I. BO 
That the | two fitting members were duly 


- © 3 

i 1 . * 1 
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"No vacancy for this ciry happened afterward 
till the general election of 1780, when Mr. Rous 
was again a candidate, on the intereſt of the cor- 
poration, in conjunction with the Hon. William 
Ward, now Lord Viſcount Dudley, and again 
oppoſed by Sir Watkin Lewes, on the independent 
intereſt. Mr. Rous and Mr. Ward were ſucceſs- 
ful; and on the 20th of November following, a 


third petition was preſented to the houſe, from the 


freemen of Worceſter, complaining, © That, at 
the laſt election of members to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for the city of Worceſter, the Right Hon. 
Sir Watkin Lewes, knt. now lord-mayor of the 
city of London, the Hon. William Ward, and 
Thomas Bates Rous, eſq. were candidates; and 
that ſeveral of the aldermen, juſtices, and others, 
of the ſaid city, hawked about, and offered the 
repreſentation of the ſaid city for ſale, at the laſt 


general election, for a ſum of 4000l. or other 


large ſum of money; and did treat with ſeveral 

perſons for that purpoſe ; and that, in conſequence 
of bribery and corruption, and by undue and 

oppreſſive influence, committed and practiſed 
by the ſaid William Ward, or ſeveral of the al- 
dermen, juſtices, and others, of the ſaid city, as 

a agents for the ſaid William Ward, ary . 


IR Q2 votes 
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votes was orocured; upon the poll, contrary to the 
general ſenſe and wiſhes of the freemen, who 
would otherwiſe have elected the ſaid Sir Watkin 
Lewes, if it had not been for illegal means 
made uſe of in favour of the ſaid n Ward, as 
aforeſaid. . 185 | 152745 
This petition was tried by. a committee aps 
pointed the 6th of February, 1781, who, on the 
I 5th of the ſaid month, reported to the houſe, 
| OT 
« That' the Him, William DG Was duly 
1. elected.“ | . _ 

The limits of our work will not ſuffer us to go 
at large into the evidence on theſe ſeveral peti- 
tions; nor would it proye more than what appears 
almoſt through. every caſe which comes before the 8 
houſe of commons ;—that corruption prevails ;— 
and that the influence of magiſtrates and corpo- 
rations is generally; exerted to deſtroy the freedom 
of elections f that freemen and burgeſſes are ad- 
mitted, or refuſed their admiſſion, by corporations, 
with little or no regard to claims legally and juſtly 
founded, but merely to ſuit the purpofes of 
whatever party the leading men. in each. city or 
Bs * borough 
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borough may find it their intereſt to eſpouſe; and 
even the poor. rates in ſcot-and-lot boroughs are 
corrupted into engines of deſpotiſm. The taxing 
a number of perſons who have no right, and 
omitting another deſcription, who poſſeſs. or 
occupy rateable houſes, has been the means of 
giving a colourable majority in many elections; 
but we ſhall ſubjoin to our account of this city an 
addreſs to the freemen of Worceſter, publiſhed 
ſhortly after the decifion of one of the committees, 
under the authority of the candidate, which will 
explain, more forcibly than we can expreſs, his 
ſentiments and feelings upon the occaſion. 


From the Worceſter Journal. 

To the Für of the Cirr of Wouctsrun, | 
217 - © GENTLEMEN, | a+ iis * 7 

8 this public manner to return 
you my iſincere and moſt unfeigned-thanks' for 
« the very honourable and independent ſupport” 
« Þ have received from you, and to thoſe honeſt 
friends who afforded me their voluntary protec- 
tion at the laſt election, againſt the inſults of 
«mercenaries, hired, under the colour of con- 
« ſtables, to E their ſuffrages. 


Nn Q3 "1g 
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5 beg likewiſe to add my thanks to thoſe per- 
| A ſons who gave their AY gebe n HEN 
© priblic juſtice. 5 | et Ain 


10 hs 


In vain So e in 1 juſtice bf. _ 

« cauſe; in vain did we expect that a committee 

r of the houſe of commons vould ſtigmatiſe 

5 bribery, corruption, and perjury; the majority 

© of that committee beſt know, how they can 

account to their conſciences and their country, 

« for having given a verdict upon cath, import- 

« ing, in effect, that there was no . bribery, ng 

« unconſtitutional, no undue influence, in the laſt 

« election for the city of Worceſter; or that pro- 

« miſes made, and money given to electors, before 

e and at the time of the election, was not done 

« for the purpoſe corruptly to procure their votes. 

« I will not ſay all that might be ſaid upon this 

« verdict, all that truth might dictate, as facts 

- © beſt ſpeak for themſelves; but this 1 will ſay, 

the committee, by their late determination, 

* have dreadfully and mournfully nnen, 
1 che enen * e 
. My concern a not Þ eee ae 


N as on thus: PAPER ſtruggling 
2 * for 
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* for its independence: which, by ſuch a deter- 
« rhination, is become the property of the Eaſt- 
India company. I deplore with you the fallen 
virtue of our country, and that bribery is now 
permitted to ſtalk triumphant through the land, 
« corrupting the fountain of public ſecurity, I. 

a feel the more, as it involves in its conſequences 
«'the downfall of an act of parliament, which 
the people have been taught to look up tous a 
* ſecurity for the freedom of election. 


] ſhould be wanting in that duty which I owe 
c to you and the public, were I not to take notice 
* of the interpoſition of the houſe, in depriving 
« me of my rightful challenges, and polluting 
* the er of public juſtice. 


« The Srtiog members, though nose 

« known to have been ſupported by the ſame in- 

« tereſt, were allowed to ſtrike off twenty-four to 
my twelve; whereby a majority was procured. 

« Whether they were worthy. to fit in judgment 

« on the rights of freemen, I ſhall leave to you and 

« the whole kingdom to determine, by their late 
report. nn „* ung, 8 | 
WM” 174 5 „ 13534 


24 .« There 


| 
| 


| 
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© There is no perſon who entertains a higher 
« reſpect and reverence than I do for. the different 
a orders of the State; it was that reſpect and reve- - 


© rence which induced. me to complain of the 


« encroachments, of the ariſtocratic power. I la- 
ment that the people, for whoſe. benefit all 
cc governments are inſtituted, have loſt their 


« « weight in the legiſlature of this country: I la- 


« ment that an open violation of your privileges 
« ſhould paſs unngticed by the guardians of the 


K rights a the Fate 


4 In this long, 3 and unequal teſt 
« every art has been practiced to harraſs. and 
« diſtreſs me, for having dared to aſſert your - 


«rights. I am, however, happy i in the reflexion, 


« that I have diſcharged my duty to > you, gentle- 


© men, and tp, my country. . 


1 R the honour to be, vin the greateſt 
" * eſteem and regard, 
e Your obliged and. 4 
1 faithful humble ſervant, 


« WATKIN LEWES.”, 


As a e of the | public approbation, the 
city of London unanimouſly voted their thanks 


to Sit Watkin Lewes, by their corporation, for the 
manly 
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manly defence he had made. in ſupport. of the, 
freedom of election; and the ladies of Worceſter 
preſented Lady Lewes with a complete ſet of 
Worceſter- manufactured poreclain, emblazoned 
with the arms of Sir Watkin Lewes and thoſe of 
the city of Worceſter, with a ſilver table engraved 
with appoſite devices, and finiſned with exquiſite 
e eee 
15 athe — leQion in 9 the Hen. 
William Ward, and Samuel Smith, eſq. of Alder= 
manbury, were choſen without oppoſition. Upon 
Mr. Ward's ſucceeding to the peerage, Mr. Wigley 
was elected in his room. A conteſt aroſe at the 
laſt general election, the two late members being 
| oppoſed by Mr. Lechmerc, the barriſter; when 
the numbers at the final cloſe of the poll were, for 
Edmund Wigley, eſq. '—=' 93g . 
Edmund Lechmere, eſq. — — YOM 
Samuel Smith, eſq. E EGF 6s 


— 


* 
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Worceſter, the chief town in A county, which: 
is delightfully ſeated on the eaſtern bank of the 
Severn, is generally ſuppoſed to have been known 
to the Romans ty the — Branovium and Bra-. 


| 
| 


| have been one of the chief cities built by them, in 
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nogenium, though it has been long ſince called in 


Latin, as it is now, Wigornia; and is thought to 


order td curb. the Britons who dwelt beyond the 
Severn. It was called by the Saxons Weogare- 


ceaſter, Wegeorna-ceaſter, or Wire-ceaſter, which 


are generally ſuppoſed to be à contraction of 
Wicware-ceſter, Wigora. or Wigra- ceaſter, ſig- 
nifying the city of the men of Wiccia. It was 
made the ſee of a biſhop: by Ethelred, king of the 
Mercians, . who founded a cathedral here, the 
firſt biſhop of which was * vb was * 
ene vc Ron” 307 ib 


1 


This city has ſeveral W 5 ede 


anlariy in-104:; by king Elardicannte, to puniſh 


the inhabitants, who, being provoked by the heavy 


taxes he laid upon them, killed his collectors ; at 


which he was ſo enraged, that he maſſacred them 
all, except a few that eſcaped” into Beverly, an 


| iſland in the river, ſet fire to the town, and ra- 


vaged the country round it. However, in ſome 
meaſure, it recovered itſelf from this diſaſter ; but 
in the year 1080, in the reign of William Rufus, 
Roger de Montgomery, Earl of Shrewſbury, 
de 1 a great RIS FINE m 
6168 


the ſuburbs, and attacked the city; but the 
townſmen, ſhutting: the gates, conveyed their 
ives, children, and goods, into the caſtle, and 
then made a brave reſiſtance. Wolſtan, the 
biſhop, perceiving that ſome of the enemy had 
left the fiege to ravage the country, encouraged 
the inhabitants to make a ſally, which they did 
with ſuch: advantage, that they killed and took 
priſoners about five thouſand men and obliged 
the reſt to raiſe the ſiege. In the year 1113, it 
was again nearly deſtroyed by à caſual fire; the 
caſtle itſelf was entirely cenſumed, and the roof f 
the cathedral received great damage. This is ſup- 
poſed to have been done clandeſtinely by the Welſh, 
becauſe this city ſerved to curb their hoſtilities z in 
conſequence of which Henry I. raiſed 2 great 
may; and marching into Wales, made a prodis: 
gious laughter, and reduced them to ſuch ex- 
_— Wor i * to his 1 n en 1 07 
to: © civil wars 8 King Srephienandither 
Empreſs Matilda, the King finding that William 
Beauchamp of Elmey, to whom the city and 
caſtle belonged, was engaged in the intereſt of 
Matilda, he diſpoſſeſſed him of both, and gave 
themto the Earls of Mellent and Leiceſter; but af- 
N terwards 
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3 diſapprovingos his conduct, Weeds 
to take the caſtle from him; for which purpoſe 
he aſſaultedd Worceſter with a great army, and 
having taken the city, burnt it to the ground, and 
JTeturned with a great booty. After Stephen's 
death, the Empreſs reſtored: the city and caſtle to 
William Beauchamp and his heirs. The misfor- 
tunes of the city did not end here: for in the year 
1175, 4 church, which had been lately erected, 
fell down; and in 1 202, the city was again de- 
. Kroyed by fire: in 1216, the city was taken by 
che Earl of Cheſter, and the church plundered; 
two years after which, the two leſſer towers f the 
church were thrown down by a ſtorm. In ſhort, 
this eity has been attacked or beſieged, and ſuf · 
fered, more or leſs, in all the civil wars between 
the houſes of York and Lancaſter; and here was 
fought the deciſive battle between Charles II. and 
Cromwell; but from each of theſe diſaſters; it 
always ſoon recovered, and continued, for the ; 

as u Sr a4 Wr uad 0 
* ancient times the Ms of mec 
cuſtomed to keep their Chriſtmas in ſome great 
er er e evg dre bs i the year 
5 21:2:Hant 11 0 
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8 kept his Chriſtmas here, as 
| My ESR * 1214. 


This city, which! k a ne of bhi was an- 
ciently governed by two bailiffs, two aldermen, 
A ee eee ene TOS je | 
Oo . RT O04 416 
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By charter of J ames I. it conſiſts of a mayor, 
recorder, ſheriffs, ſix aldermen, twenty-four com- 
mon. r ben! and forty-eight aſſiſtants. 


% Rlohr or. ELECTION. 


1693, Feb. 7: Is in the freemen n not receiving 
alas” S 


. *. a : 


i gat [Fes 11. 1. in the citizens of the ſaid 
eity nat receiving alms, and admitted to their free- 


dom by birth, or by ſervitude, or IEG? in 
| order to trade within the as city. | 


NuMBzR or Vors. 1 
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THE right of election in this borough is in 
two bailiffs, a recorder, and eleven burgeſſes, who 
are ſtyled the Nee of the ban ſpriags of 
Droitwich. | 


This place is white te Base of Lad Foley 
and Sir Edward Winnington, bart. the latter of 
whom derives it from the family of Salway, of 
Stanford, in this county, and is now one of its 


members ; the other is the Hon. Andrew s. 
ſecond brother to Lord Foley. 2 


| Sir Herbert nn has al ſo an intereſt in 
Bs Sang þ ere ue ge f. N. _—_ 
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Droitwich, or Durtwich, which is ſu ppoſed to 
have received its name from its falt-pits, anciently 
called wiches, and its dirty ſituation upon the 
river Salwarp, conſiſts only of about four hundred 
houſes, and yet has four churches. It is famous 
ind Yi for 

f 
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for ſalt, which is made here in vaſt quantities. In 
Domeſday-bqok it is ſaid, that every week, in the 
| ſeaſon of wealing, they paid off a tax of ſixteen 
bullions; which is ſuſſicient to prove, that ſalt was 
made here long before the Conqueror's ſurvey 
was compiled. Mention is alſo made, in the 
reign of King leihe. of the fale produced in 
this town. 4. 


| This borough having ſent ta all the parliaments 
of Edward I. and 2, 4, Edward II. ceaſed ſending 
till OP PR reſtored it in 1556. 


"ConrorariON.”- N 
This place, which was originally incorporated 
by King John, and afterwards by charter of in- 
ſpeximus of James J. conſiſts of two bailiffs, a re- 
| corder, and eleven W 


Rieur or 3 ene 


- 1 11. Is in the burgeſſes of the 5 
ration of the r of Droitwich. | 


OUT. TI Nawndhige Vorzss, 
| Fourteen. | 


RETURNING 
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- Lard Foley and Sir Edward Winnington. 1 


© EVESHAM. nh airtÞ 


* 7 i * A "I # J A 
1 * , 4 py ia * . * * „ #4 Fo - 4 


Pol rrieal Cnannerar; tf 
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THIS borough, which was incorporated by a 
charter granted by King James I. is only under 
8 partial influence. The corporation have been 
always much attached to the family of the Ruſh- 
outs, of Northwick, in this neighbourhood , 
whoſe intereſt has been confidered as the pre- 
vailing one, and ſufficient to procure a ſeat in 
parliament for one of Fine Miß. The other 


_ % 
e 4 l li l l o 001 


1 Ye ; **3 EE 0 
F< 2471 | } 


At che laſt A Gs in 1790, there were SAM 
candiclates. viz. Sir John Ruſhout, in his own in- 
tereſt ; Thomas Fn, eſq. in that of Oppo 


- 
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tian; Mr. Sullivan, in that of Adminiſtration; 
when the numbers, onthe case of the pal. were, 
For Sir John Ruſhout, bart. — 418 


Thomas Thompſon; ed - = 40) 
Mr. Sullivan — — 37 
| | Anctzxt STats, 


| Dane commonly called Eſham, which, we 
are told by the monkiſh writers, received its name 
from one Efves, ſwineherd to Egwin, biſhop of 
Worceſter, is an ancient borough, and enjoys 
many privileges; ſome by preſcription, and others 
by charters: It has two pariſh-churches ; and at 
Bengwotth, a village on the other fide of the 
Avon, but included within the Juriſdiction of this 
town, there is another, 2 


This "AIRY having ſent 23 Edward I. ceaſed 
returning till James I. wks reſtored it in the firſt 
year of his reign, incorporated it, and made it 3 
mayor town, 7 

Conron Trio 
| Contſs of « mayor, recorder, feren aldermen, 


Vor. III 3 
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The mayor and four of the aldermen are juſ- 
tices of the peace, and of oyer, terminer, and gaol 
delivery, for. all offences committed within the 
juriſdiction of the — 2 0 70 treaſon ex- 
cepted. — | 10 


. Ricur or ELECTION. 


"= een 1s in the common burgeſſes | 


 NuuBR or Vorzss. 
| About eight hundred. 
—— Orricun, 4 
6 The mayer. : | 
Paro w. 
Sir John Ruſhout, partially. 


BEWDLE Y. 
PoLITICAL CHARACTER. 
IHE right of election in this borough is con- 
fined to the corporation only: conſiſting. .of a 
bailiff, e and twelve . a which 


IS: right, 
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tight; if it may be ſo diſtinguiſhed, it received 
by a charter from King James I. It returns to 
parliament; in common with Abingdon, Mon- 
mouth, Higham Ferrers, and Banbury; but one 
member. The influence which prevails here, is 
that of Lord Weſtcote; whoſe ſon, the Hon. 


George Fulke e mene is the 3 repre= 
ſentative. 2 


Axcitvr Stars: 

Bewdley, or Beawley, anciently called Beaulieu, 
which ſignifies a beautiful place; being pleaſantly 
ſituated on the declivity of a hill, near the Se- 
vern, had great privileges granted it by Edward 
IV. both by ſea and land, which were enlarged by 
Henry VIL and confirmed 25 Henry VIII. 


This place was originally ideotoibilied by King 
James I. and governed by a bailiff and burgeſſes; 
but the corporation was obliged to ſurrender their 
charter in the reign of King Charles II. and; in 


that of James IT. they were forced, by the violence 
* the ry ted to ous of another. | 


, . 775 on a trial at lau, the ſurrender in the 
1 of _ II. was judged void, and a new 
* charter 
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| charter was granted by Queen Anne, 3 
the privileges granted by the charter of James I. 
In conſequence of this, two members were re- 
turned to parliament; and two returns made to 
the ſheriff; one by the bailiff of the old corpo- 
ration, and the other by that of the new. This 

occaſioned a great law-ſuit, which was at length 
determined in favour of the new charter; ſinee 
which time, only one repreſentative has been 
elected for this borough, T 


ee eee eee be 
as Edward I. after which there was a long inter- 


4 | Collar on, 


By charter of James I. it conſiſts of a bailiff, 
recorder, and twelve capital burgeſſes. The 
| chailiff is a juſtice of the peace, and of the quorum 
for che year he an ae for the ſueceed- 

ing year. 


—  —— —— — 
1 
- 


— m 


Rrchr r Exreriox. 


1662, April 28. In the bailiffs and burgeſſes 


appointed by the checker of 3 40 * excluſive of 
all others, | | 


1679, 
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1679, May 27. All the inhabitants of the 
borough of Bewdley have not a * to vote. 


7510, Dec. 19. The — of 1708 is 
void. 


1691, "My 24. The five 1 clected bur. 
geſſes had no right to vote. 


— or Vorzks. 
Fourteen. 5 
R running Orten. 
The bellt. | 
Parken. 
Lord Weſtcote, 


R3 YORKSHIRE. 


| 
| 
[ 
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YORKSHIRE, 


PoLITICAL CHARACTER. 


HIS county is s the firſt i in the kingdom, i in 
territory, population, and opulence ; the 
number of freeholders being upwards of fixteen 
thouſand ; and its ſhare in the repreſentation, agree- 
able to the ratio of its taxes, would be forty-ſix out 


of five hundred and fifty-eight, which at preſent 


conſtitute the repreſentative body of the nation: 

yet the boroughs of Midhurſt and Old Sarum, 
neither of which have a houſe remaining in it, and 
thoſe of Gatton and Caſtle Riſing, wherę there 
are no more conſtituents than members, ſingly 


poſſeſs an equal ſhare in the democratic branch of 


the legiſlature, with this extenſive and populoug 


county, 4 


If this will not convince the moſt prejudiced 


minds of the neceſſity of a reform, neither argu- 


ment nor eloquence can be uſed to any purpoſe. 


Fig 


YORKSHIRE. "a4: 


This. county has the honour to give a ſeat in 
parliament to William Wilberforce, eſq. whoſe 
_ extenſive abilities, ſo laudably exercifed in the 
cauſe of humanity, have rendered his name ſacred 
in the preſent times, and will tranſinit it to po- 
ſterity, to be preſerved by it as a pledge of a 
peculiar excellence. The abolition of the ſlave- 
trade was an object in which his benevolent mind 
was continually employed ; nor did he forget 
that the negroes were men, although of a colour 
different from himſelf, and therefore entitled to 
the natural freedom and privileges of man. His 
labours will now 'be amply rewarded by the 
bleſſings which they have procured to this un- 
fortunate and hitherto REM people, 


| AnctenT STATE, 


This county, which was called by the Saxons 
Eboriaſcyre, is the largeſt county in England, 
and is bounded, on the north, by the German 
Ocean, and the biſhopric of Durham; on the caſt, 
by the German Ocean ; on the ſouth, by Lincoln- 
ſhire, Nottinghamſhire, Derbyſhire, and a ſmall 
Park een and on the weſt, by Lancaſhire 
R 4 kr 5 0c; vine 09 
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and | Weſtmoreland ; extending in lengtk ong 
hundred and fourteen miles, in breadth eighty, 
and three hundred Op: 2 dere 
ferences 11 ff 5b, | 


In the 1 time 7 the 3 was inhabited by 

- the Brigantes. Whence-this name was derived, 
authors are not agreed: but, according to the 

French, it ſignifies potſiergus, reſolute men, 


When the Saxons vere ſettled 1 in this part of 
the iſland, and the whole was divided into ſeven 
kingdom, t this county formed a part of Northum- 
berland, which was diviged i into Deira and Ber- 
nicia. Yorkſhire was under the government of 
the king of Deira, who, after a ſucceſſion of ſix 
kings of Bernicia, in the ſpace of twenty-ſeven 
years, became maſter of the whole; after which it 
continued/a part of che kingdom of Northymber- 
land, till Egbert, king of the Weſt Saxohs, ſub- 
dued the other fix, and rendered fol rag ſub. 
Fo een 


me e e eee FR in who 
principal tramſactions of the following reigns, par- 
ticularly in-the diſputes between the houſes of 
2 York 
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York and Lancaſter, In the reign of Edward IV. 
there was a rebellion. in Yorkſhire, fomented by 
' the Earl of Warwick, and the Duke of Clarence, 
the king's brother, occaſioned by a diſpute re- 
eig to an . e an in | ns : 


After Hey VIII. had eſtabliſhed his dss 


macy, and an act of parliament had paſſed, allowing 


the Lord's prayer, Creed, and Ten Commandments, 
fo be read in Engliſh in the churches, a formi- 


gable rebellion was raiſed in this county, where = 


the people aſſembled to the number of forty thou- 
fand, provided with horſes; arms; and artillery, 
in order to defend what they termed the faith of 
Chriſt, calling their march the holy and bleſſed 
pilgrimage. The Earl of Shrewſbury, being in 

theſe parts, immediately afſembled an army, and 
was ſoon joined by the Duke of Norfolk, lord- 
lieutenant of the county, and others of the no- 
bility, who had a great army under their com- 
mand, and were ordered to attack the rebels. 
They were encamped near Doncaſter, where terms 
of accommodation were offered: them, 'to which 
they refuſing to liſten, a pitched battle was 
agreed upon; but happily the river Don being 
[elle by the r rain that fell in the night, they 


were 
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were prevented coming to an enagement ; and, 
by the mediation of ſome of the nobility, a par- 
don was obtained, which moſt of the rebels ac. 
eepted, and returned home, | | 
This county, which conſiſts of three ridings, 
ſubdivided into, twenty-ſix wapentakes; is ſituated 
in the province and dioceſe of York; Richmond 
excepted, which belongs to the dioceſe of Cheſter, 
and contains one city, fifty- four market-towns, | 
and five hundred and fixty-three pariſhes. It 
ſends thirty members to parliament, two knights 
of the ſhire for the county, two citizens for 
Yark, and two burgeſſes for each of the following 
places; viz. Aldborough, Beverley, Borough- 
bridge, Heydon, Kingſton upon Hull, Knareſ. 
borough, Malton, Northallerton, Pontefract, 
Richmond, | Rippon, ITT and Thirſke. 


The right of clection for Wide of the ſhire 

for this county, is in thoſe perſons whoſe freeholds 
lie within that part of the county of the city of 
York, commonly called the Aynſty. 


YORK 
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TR CITY. 


Seel cuaaler zA. 


"THIS cien h indepeadiagtacheetereis of ic 
conſtitutional rights. Were there the ſame num. 

ber of electors in every other city, and in the 
reſpective boroughs, we ſhould not have the 
baneful effects of influence and corruption to 
complain of. An equalization of the country into 
diſtricts, would ſupply at leaſt five thouſand 
hquſckeepers to elect the repreſentatives for each Ws 
place; and why a mode ſo ſimple and practi. 
cable cannot be inſtantly adopted, we muſt con- 

feſs ye have not ſagacity to divine. 


8 


ANCIENT STATE, 


This city, which is the ſee of an archbiſhop, 
and a county of itſelf, unconnected with the 
Ridings, is ſituated on a point where the boun- 

dnries of the three Ridings meet, at the diſtance of 
two hundred miles from London. Its preſent 
name, Vork, is a corruption or contraction of the 
Saxon name, Euor-wic, and Eofor-wic, derived 
from the Roman name Eboracum, ſuppoſed to have 


- — 
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been given it from Ebraucus, a Britiſh king, who 
is ſaid to have been its founder. That it' was a 
Roman colony, appears from the teſtimony both 
of Ptolemy and Antoninus; ; and we have good 
evidence, that the fixth legion, called Victrix, 
Fent» into Britain by Adrian, was in garriſon 
The Emperor Severus reſided a confiderable 
time in rhis city; and dying here, his aſhes were 
Carried thence, ina golden urn, to Rome. Con- 
fantine Chlorus alſo died at Vork; and here his 
fon, Conſtantine the Great, was declared em- 
In 1298, Edward I. ſummoned a parliament 
to meet at Tork, and another was held there in 
| the reign of Edward II. King Henry VIII. efta- 
bliſhed:a council or ſertate here, not unlike the 
parliaments of France, which took cognizance of 
-all-cauſes in the north of England, and beser. 
u ben r Pere n ay of e 


Cor PoRATION. 


This was made a mayor=town- by Richard 1. 
bat Richard II. Changed the title into a” tord- 
mayor, 
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mayor, and appointed two ſheriffs ; beſides 
which, there are 4 recorder, twelve aldermen, 


twenty-four aſſiſtants, and ſeventy-two common 


councilmen. 


S, 


RicnrT or ELECTION. 


In the corporation, together with the fovkien 
of the city ; which freedom is acquired by patri- 


mony, ſervitude, inn giſt of the Ts 


tion. 
Nuxzx or Vorms, 

In the conteſted election in 1758, which was 
a very expenſive and ſmartly-diſputed one, and 
probably, therefore, very thoroughly canvaſſed, 
the number of yoters was 2233.. In the election 
of 1774. chere appeared to be, for Mr. Turner, 
$23; for Lord John Cavendiſh, $07 ; and for Mr. 
Hawke, 647. Moſt of the laſt being ſingle votes, 


it may be fairly concluded, that upwards of 1450 


voters appeared at that election. But as Mr. 
Hawke gave up the poll long before it would 
have been concluded, great numbers of perſons 
who were entitled to vote were not called upon; 
beſides which, it was not thought neceſſary to 
bring in all the voters who lived at a diſtance: 
from which it may be preſumed, that the number 

of 


' K 5m 


i 

| 

| 

| 
ik 
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of voters are not leſs now than in 1758 but; 
by thoſe moſt competent to the knowledge of the 
fact, they are e to be at 58 a e 
more. 
| RerunxinG Orrieris. 


ti 
The ſheriffs, „ et cri ot rf 


HULL 

PoLiticat CHARACTER: 

ABOUT nine hundred of the electors are reſi- 
dent, fifty of whom were diſqualified by Mr. 

Crewe's bill. The town contains nearly three 
thouſand houſes. Hor upwards of thirty year 
the candidates have paid the poorer order of 
voters two guineas for each vote. The number 
who took money was commonly two-thirds of the 
voters. So eſtabliſhed is this ſpecies of corrup- 
tion, that the voters regard it as a ſort of birth- 
right. Very few of the voters are independent of 
the higher ranks of people in the town. Th 

candidates have each their friends amongſt the 
higher ranks, who canvas. the town, and apply 
With 
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with great emphaſis to their reſpective depen- 
dents; ſo that ſeveral tradeſmen are at a loſs how 
to conduct themſelves with ſafety: they are be- 
tween Scylla and Charybdis; and ſome have been 
known to put the number of their employers on 
the ſide of the two candidates, and hand about 

the liſt as their juſtification. Other tradeſmen, 

having more than one voter in their families, 
ſplit their votes, for the ſake of peace, and the 
preſervation of their friends in trade. 


Beſides the above two guineas being paid for 
each vote, the out- voters have been paid one 
guinea for expences, if reſident twenty miles or 
under from Hull, and two guineas for above 
twenty miles, and under fifty; above fifty, as 
could be agreed. This is to be underſtood, if the 
voter gave a ſingle vote for one candidate: if one 
vote for each candidate, then half a guinea; and 
one guinea from each. So ſoon as the candidates 
declare their intentions of offering themſelves, . 
and the canvas is begun, the need y voters offer 
themſelves as aſſiſtants, or runners, as they are 
called; and if one candidate refuſes to accept their 
generous ſervices (for which they are paid five 
ſhillings per day), they threaten to go to his 
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antagoniſt; ſo that three hundred and upwards of 

theſe Swiſs troops have been known to be engaged 
10 do nothing, at five ſhillings per day each, ſeveral 
days before the poll was taken. Meſſengers fent 
to canvas the non-reſident or out- voters: promiſe 
of places, coach-hire, horſe-hire, | chaiſe-hire, 
tteats, &c. add to the enormity of the crimes 
above ſtated. Another matter worthy of notice 
is, that Hull, being a town and county of itſelf, 
the freeholders and inhabitants in it, atid in its 
diſtrict (which comprehends a quadrant of about 
five or ſix miles radius), have had no opportunity 
of voting at any election for the county of York, 
or for the corporation itſelf, unleſs privileged as 


The fifty revenue offcers are burgeſſes of Hull; 
and the government candidates have uſually had 
about one hundred and twenty votes, by the 
connexions of the cuſtoms and — and hom. 
In | | 


Many of the — _e. 
many of the matiners have no fixed reſidence in 
Hull, or elſewhere. It appears, that every elecs 
tion n the preceding one in corruption. 
d ä ANCIENT 


u u. | 257* 


Axcirwr STATE. 


Kingſton u upon Hull, generally called only Hull, 
received the name of Kingſton, or King's town, 
from its Heing founded by King Edward I. and 
the additional term Hull, from its fitudtion on 
the river of the ſame name. It is ſaid to have 
been firſt incorporated by King Henry III. but 
King Henry VI. made it a county of itſelf. The | 
mayor had two ſwords given him, one by Ri- | 
chard III. and the other by Henry VIII. though &&- | 
only one is now carried before him. He hadalſlo | 
given him a cap of maintenance, and an oar of | 
lignum vitæ, being an enfign of his juriſdiction s 
admiral within the liberties of the Humber. 


The town is encompaſted by a wall and ditch, = | 
whete it is not defended by the Humber, and for- | 
rified by a —_ a Mow cs «hd bidckhouſe. IO "0 


Tie town, badi returned; 33 Fav. 1. ceaſed 
* til 12 Edward U. - 


$34) 
. 


| By charter of Henry VI. it conſiſts of a mayor, 
: ſheriff, recorder, and twelye aldermen. . 
Vor. IL. ; S  _ Rianr 


A n U 1. 1. 
Rionr or A 


In the burgeſles, which is derived, Wr 3 | 
being born the ſon. of a burgeſs, from having 
ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip to a burgeſs, 
from purchaſe, or from donation for public ſer- 
vices. 5 


NumBer oF Voress. By 


1 the copy of the laſt poll, taken in . 
tember 1780, eleven hundred and eighty. burgeſſes 
voted, - of which forty-two were cuſtom-houſe, 


and three were exciſe-officers, who are now diſ. 
| franchiſed. 


As the former parliament had been ſuddenly 
diſſolved, and writs for the new parliament im- 
mediately iſſued, and as the election came on in 
the autumn, when many ſeamen in the merchants 
ſervice were not returned from their voyages, and 
in time of war too, when many were abroad in 
the ſervice of government, it may be computed 
that there are A hundred burgeſſes of this 
town. : 


- RetuRninG Orten. 
1 ſheriff, 


* 


bes. 
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KNARESBOROUGH. 
PoLITICAL CnanAcrre, | [) | 


THIS borough has returned membets to par- 
liament ever ſince the firſt year of Queen Mary's 
reign. - The right of election vas then veſted in 
eighty- four or eighty- eight burgage-houſes, the 
owners of which were entitled to vote. The elec- 
tions · continued free till about the year 1719, 
when two gentlemen, ſtriving againſt each other 
in canvaſſing, firſt began the practice of purchaſing 
the burgage - houſes : by theſe means a majority 
of the votes was always in the poſſeſſion of ſome 
particular family, The Duke of Devonſhire is 
now, and the family has for a long time been, in 
poſſeſſion of all the burgage-houſes, except four. | 
When an election comes on, a number of men 
are ſent from a diſtant part of the country, and a 
certain burgage-houſe conveyed to each of them, 
for the day: they are then told who they are to 
vote for, and the © cry goes round.” Some man 
is chaired as proxy for the abſent member. The 
ſteward of the houſe is the returning-officer. There 
are no reſident electors; the men who are ſent 
2 a” fa 


* 
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to vote are the Duke's tenants : they come, if 
there is occaſion, from his eſtates in the Eait 


Riding; but generally they are thoſe about Bo 


ton-bridge, near Skipton, . twenty miles from 
Knareſborough, on the other | fide of the wild 
mountainous foreſt... The number of houſes in 
Knareſborough is about five hundred. If the bur- 
gage-tenures were taken away, it is ſuppoſed there 
would be found three hundred or four hundred. 
men, who pay all manner of aſſeſſments; and. 
theſe are chiefly manufacturers, farmers, and. - 
ſhopkeepers. No diminution. of votes has taken 
place in conſequence. of the act reſpecting re- 
venue-officers. The principal land-owners are 
Sir Thomas Slingſby, Mr. Roundhill, the heirs of 
the late Mr. Rhodes, of Rippon, and Sir John 


| Coghill, beſides a great many tradeſmen, who 


have ſmall eſtates in. the borough. The circum- 
ſtance of the members never appearing, at the 
elections, but having ſome old pauper chaired by 
way. of proxy, which is ſaid to be the conſtant 
practice, is really inſulting. It cannot be ſaid, 


however, that there is bribery and corruption, 
as the elections are managed almoſt W any 


viſible ee whatever. 


: ANCIENT 


I. 
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ANCIENT rat. 

This en; which is an. ancient borough by 
preſcription, without a corporation, is ſituated 
on à rugged rock, almoſt ſurrounded. by the 
river Nidd, and governed by a bailiff. It had 
anciently, at the foot of the rock, a caſtle, ſaid 


to have been built by Serlo de Burgh, winch was 
err the ſeat of the Eſtotevils, 


2Ryows; OF anc: | 
| 1690, 2691, May 1. In the burgage-hold-. | 
ers, : 
| Nowszs or Voruss, | 
About one hundred; two thirds of which are in 
the poſſeſſion of the Duke of Devonſhire, and 
ar! in Sir Thom as Turner ee 


Rrrosnme 3 | 


The balliff. 


benen. | 785 ö | 
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* SCARBOROUGH. 
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1 election i in chis town is in We 
eight individuals; a corporation conſiſting of 
two bailiffs, who are the returning-officers, and 
thirty-ſix burgeſſes. The patron was the late 
Duke of Rutland, whoſe influence is managed, 
during the minority of the preſent Duke, by his 
uncle the Duke of Beaufort, who likewiſe holds 

the recorderſhip of the pan, until his ne- 
Pay comes of age. | | 


By Mr. Coma bil ten of the common-coun- 
cilmen are incapacitated to vote for repreſen- 
tatives; but as thoſe incapacitated to vote may 
happen to be ſeniors of the body, they may, con- 
ſequently, have a voice in the election of new 
common-councilmen, and therefore be inſtru- 
mental to corruption, by bringing ſuch into their 
body as may be dependent upon them. It has, 
therefore, not ſtruck at the evil in this or any | 
other corporation, which it was meant to re- 
medy. | 
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Scarborough, which is a Jarge country-town, 
may be ranked with Andover, Banbury, Tiverton, 
and Dartmouth, whoſe rights are- likewiſe mono- 
polized by chartered corporations. 


_ Ancrewt STATE. 


3 which is ſituated on a ſteep LY 
nearly ſurrounded by the ſea, and which gives the 
title of earl to the family of Saunderſon, has one 
one of the beſt harbours in the kingdom, which is 
of ſuch great advantage to ſhipping in ſtormy 
weather, that the pier is maintained at the ex- 
pence of the public, by a duty on coals brought 
from Newcaſtle and Sunderland. 


It was formerly defended by a caſtle, built by 
William Le Groſſe, Earl of Albemarle, in the 
_ reign of King Stephen, which was afterwards re- 

built by Henry II. in a more ſplendid manner, 
with a tower, which ſerved as a land-mark to 
mariners. _ - ra NA 


Among many other religious foundations which 
this town formerly ſupported, was a cell of monks, 
belonging to the abbot and convent of Ciſtertium, 
in France; a houſe of Grey friars, founded about 
9 1 + 
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the year I240; a houſe of Black friars, founded 


before 1285; and a houſe of Carmelites, ſaid to 
have been founded by 222 II. 


This town, which is a very ancient borough, | 
ſent to parliament 23 Edw. I. being (York and 
Hull excepted) the only place i in this very large 
county that conſtantly 17 ar roger we "_ of 
ö 8 | 


_ ConpoRaATION, + 
Conſiſts of two bailiffs and wird ar eke 


Rio OF Euzerion, 


1736, April 21. Is in the common 99 ap or 
common council of the ſaid borough, conſiſting 
of two bailiffs, two coroners, four aner 
and R burgeſſes only. - 


Agieed to by the houſe, | 


Nonne or Vorzxsga Sh wt), 


Rununneng Orncuns, 8 
The bailiffs. 


Jy ParRON, 


The Duke of Rutland. 95 
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RIPPON. 
POLITICAL CHARACTER, 


E HE right of election for this borough i is veſted 
in burgage tenures ; the greateſt part of which 
belong to the Aiſlabie family. The preſent re- 
preſentative is William Laurence, 3 of r 


Fletkhang, in this county. 
Ancient STATE. y EY 


Nippon is ſituated between the Ure and 
ſmall ſtream called the Skell, where there is a 
venerable Gothic ſtructure; both parochial and 
collegiate, with three ſpire ſteeptes, originally 
founded during the Saxon heptarchy. In the 
times of popery, this church was famous for a 
piece of prieſtcraft practiſed in it, by which much 
money was obtained by the canons. In the church 
was a ſtrait paſſage, leading into a cloſe vaulted 
room, ſo contrived, that none could paſs through 
it but ſuch as were favoured. This paſſage was 
called St. Wilfrid's Needle, and was uſed to prove 
the chaſtity of any woman ſuſpected of inconti- 
nence. We are told, that if ſhe found means to | 
wars the pricſt by a proper prffent, ſhe paſſed 

through 
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through it, and was reputed chaſte; but if the 
5 was not * ſhe ſtuck. in the e | 


The market-place, which is accounted one of 
the fineſt ſquares of the kind in England, is 
adorned with an obelifk, erected by John Aiſ. 
labie, eſq. chancellor of the AO m the 
reign of . . I, | 


This place having mains "ee 23 Eav. 1 
and 1 Edw. II. intermitted ſending till the laſt 
parliament of Edv. VI. or 1 Mary, when it was 
. . 

. | | 
| By charter granted in 1604, it is governed by 

à mayor, recorder, twelve nn and e 
four aſſiſtants. | 25 

NAT ELIA Richr or ELzcrzon. 

Ir the burgage-holders. 

: | NuwBiR or Vorzxs. 10 

| One hundred and forty-ſix.; of which a | grea 

majority mn of the Aiſlabie's, 


RETURNING Orig. 
| The mayor. . 


- PATRON, | i | 
NON. 


RICHMOND. 867 
Poriricar 8 


THE i influence which prevails here is that of 
Sir Thomas Dundas, and Mr. York ; but the 
former of theſe gentlemen holds a complete ma- 
jority of votes, the latter poſſeſſing only thirty 
borough-houſes. Some of the aldermen, and in- 
dependant freeholders, alſo have votes, which they 
may give according to their inclinations ; but 
theſe are an inconſiderable number. | 


ANCIENT STATE. 


Richmond, which is ſaid to be ſo called, * 


a ſmall variation of Rich Mount, is incloſed with 


walls, in which are three gates, leading to three 
ſuburbs, and had formerly a caſtle built by Allan 
of Bretagne, who was created, by William the 
Conqueror, the firſt earl of Richmond ; which, 
title, with that of duke, has been conferred on the 
branches of ſeveral royal families, but now centers 


in his Grace Charles Lone Duke of Richmond 
and . 


This 
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This borough, having been incorporated 19 
Eliz. was, in her next parliament, anno 27, called 
upon to return members. It has been annexed to 
the duchy of Lancaſter ever fince the reign of 
Richard II. and has thirteen free companies of 
2 who annually chooſe the ren 


. ein | CorPoRATION "S513 


Conſiſts of. a mayor, recorder, twel ve alder. 
| men, and twenty-four common-councilmen, 


2 Rich or Elrerion. 


172%, March 9. Is in ſuch Nb as are 
owners of ancient burgages in the ſaid borough, | 
having a right of paſture in a common 2 
bn Whitecliffe Future. 0 


Nu MBER or Vorkns. 


ee hatndeed and-ſeventy, of which Sir Tho- 
e Dundas poſſeſſes a complete ma re | 


0 


RarunxING Orniens. 
ROO + 1 ' * 2 Ain 


— 2 


Parkov. 


Sir Thomas Dundas, . by 


HEYDON.' 269 
'* HEYDON. - | 


PoLITICAL Cnanacrun. 


IN this 8 every burgeſs, with che exception 
of a few indeed, thinks it incumbent on him to lay 
the candidates under as ſevere a contributionas poſ- 
ſible. Ribband-bills will amount to 100l. The 
candidates · agents will lend the burgeſſes money, 
which is never returned. The families of ſeveral 
burgeſſes have almoſt lived by their exactions, and 
yet their idleneſs has ruined them. Voters have 
been known to aſk. 100l. and 80l. has been bid 
for a ſingle vote. The nominal price of a vote 
is 20l. that is, 20l. is expected by each voter, in 
caſe there is no oppoſition. Where ſuch enor- 
mities prevail, inferior vices will neceſſarily 

flouriſh. Wo Re 8. 55 , 


ANCIENT STATE, 


This DIY which is about four miles diſtant 
from Hull, is ſituated on a ſmall ſtream near the 
Humber: it had ore three churches, of 

| which 
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which only one now remains. It ſent members to 
parliament anno 23 Edw. I. after which i it ceaſed 
ſending till 1 Edw. VI. | 


8 


Confi ſts of a mayor, _— two bailiffy 
and nine aldermen. 


RIGHT or Exzcrion 


Is in the burgeſſes of the laid borough, #hoſe 
privileges are gained either by deſcent, by ſerv. | 
ing ſeven years to a freeman reſiding only in 
the borough, or by an honorary gift, at the dif. 
cretion of the chief officers for the time being; 
- which latter power is ſeldom exerciſed, on account 
of the jealouſy and oppoſition of the en 
5 * | 


NumBER or Vorzrs. - 


Was, in 1775, about one hundred and ſeventy- 
ve; deducting from which about thirty revenue- 
officers, who are now disfranchiſed, the number 
will hardly exceed one hundred and forty, 


EW et Rt "EE bs 
"The mayor. 
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BOROUGH- 


1 
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BOROUGHBRIDGE, 
Forrricar Chanacrun, 


THE right of election hare 3 is not, like that of 


the other part of the pariſh, in the inhabitants 


paying ſcot and lot, but in burgage-holds.' Theſe 


tenures, like the houſes in Aldborough, are the 
property of the Duke of Newcaſtle, and Andrew 


Wilkinſon, eſq. but the former poſſeſſing the ma- 


jority of them, has conuently: the diſpoſal of 
its repteſentation. 


The returning. . here, as at Aldborough, 
is a titular bailiff, appointed at the en of 
the lord of the manor. 


Auemur STATE. © | 
Rede or Burrowbridge, which is 0 
called from a handſome ſtone bridge over the 


river Ure, is a ſmall borough, at the diſtance of 
two hundred and ſeventeen miles from London, 


and only a chapelry to Aldborough, where they 
bury their dead; notwithſtanding which, it ſends 


2 two 
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two members to parliament, and is governed by a 
titular bailiff. Near this place Edward II. is ſaid 
to have gained a Te over the batons, 


This borough never ſent to 1 till 
1553, being the firſt year of Queen Mary's 
Ricur or ELzcriov. | 


In the burgage-holders. K 


NUMBER or men, 
Bauma, ſeventy-four. 


RerynninoG Orriezz- 


The bailiff. 
15 PaArRoů W. 
The Duke of Newcaſtle. 
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e | PouarcaL Cnanacrin, | 


* 


118 town has no corporation. The en 
officer is a titular bailif, — at I. 
82 ä 5 "34 leet 
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leet of Earl Fitzwilliam, lord of the manor. There 
is no reſolution reſpecting the right of election, 
but it 18 exerciſed by the burgage-holders, in num- 
ber about a hundred; theſe are moſtly the pro- 


perty of Earl Fitzwilliam, who has the ſole 
diſpoſal of i its political favours. 


ANCIENT Seat, : 


e or New Malton, which is a borough 
by preſcription, has had the epithet New ever 
ſince the reign- of King Stephen, when it was 
rebuilt by Euſtace Fitz John} and is divided by 
the river Derwent, into_the old and new towns, 
having a communication with each other by a 
bridge. In the reign of Henry I. it had a caſtle, 
of which ſome remains are ftill to be ſeen. 


Though this is a large town, = 2 three 
churches, yet they are only reputed as chapels of 
caſe to. Old Malton. It is governed REID 
W and one corporation. 5 


This — having 8 to parliament 23 
and 26- Edw. I. was reſtored to ſend members 
again to parliament, by order of the houſe of 
commons, anno 1640. ret 

Vol. III. | T Nicur 
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Riqhr or ELECTION. 15 8 4 
In the - burgageolders | 


©} 


* 


8 or vorkks. | 
About three A _ forty. ' 


Rrronnme Stel. 
The bailiff. ; 

| | 88 Parzon. | 3 
Farl Fitzuillam. 1 
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Tories cane. % Ben, 


"THIS town is divided into two PAres, the old 
and new town. The new town, has a market, is 
well built, full of inhabitants, and i improving. The 
burgage⸗- tenure in which the right of election is 
veſted, is in old Thirſk, now much depopulated: 

the owners of fiſty of the burgage houſes have, 

- however, the privilege of electing two members, 


. 
forty=nitie of which really belong to Sir Thomas 
Frankland, though they are occaſionally con- 
veyed to ſeveral of his friends and dependants for 
the purpoſe of voting only, as he receives the 
rents and profits. . 


AncitnT STATE. 

- Thirſk, or Thruſk, which is an ancient borough 
by preſcription, had a very ſtrong caſtle formerly, 
which was deſtroyed by Henry IL It is governed 
by a bailiff, who is choſen by the burgage-holders, 
and ſworn in by the ſteward of the lord of the 
RI ons ane he holds a court - leet twice a 
year; | 1 ne 

This place having ſent only 23 Edw. I. made no 
other return till the laſt parliament of Edw. VI. 
when the ſheriff of Yorkſhire ſummoned Heydon 
and this TR to ſend members; 


* Rienr or ELzcri0N, £6 
kth darge- wine. of the vllge of Ol 
Thick, 
42 98055 2 5 None or Vorus, 


T 2 Rerunninc 
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* edi Orriezx. 


980 1 195 1 TH PIER: 
Tue bailiff, | 5 r 
R yg) gh. kia FE 
ir Thomas Frankland. 
7 


AL DORO 3 
= *J PorfreAL Sadler, 


THIS EY which does not contain one Frank 
dred and forty houſes, ſends four members to par- 


Aliament, under the names of the boroughs of 


Aldborough and Boroughbridge. They do not, 
like Steyning and Bramber, in Suſſex, conſiſt of 
one paſtry ſtreet, or, like Weymouth and Mel. 
combe, in Dorſetſhire, unite in chooſing four 
members, but are ſeparate and diſtinct boroughs, 

without arms or corporations, and almoſt deſtſtute 
of every thing elſe but repreſentatives. A bailiff, 
appointed at the court-leet of the lord of the 
manor, is the returning officer, and the right of 
election is in reel 8 paying 

8 | ſcot 


s 7 FUEL 1 


4 LDB BORO uv GH. 277. 
ſcot and lot; theſe houſes are all the property. of 


the Duke of Newcaſtle, and; Andrew Wilkinſon, | 
elq. but as the latter has only a minority, the 
election intereſt is wholly in the Duke of New- 


caſtle. 


eat: Srarz. i 


This place, which is the Iſurium Brigantum of | 
the Romans, is ſituated on the ſouth bank of the 


river Ure, and with Boroughbridge forms only 
one pariſh ; of which it is worthy remark, that 


this is the only inſtance of a ſingle pariſh return- 


ing four members. They are nevertheleſs choſen 
diſtinctly; viz. both here and at Boroughbridge, 
which was anciently known by the name of the 
New Borough, as this continues the appellation 
of the Old See 


This RET never r. WERE to ne 
till the laſt year of Philip and Mary, 1558. 
wmuicur or Eviction, | 


(GG 15 owe In all 8 ne paying 
Tet and-Jot en . en 
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7 1690, 17 May. Is not only in che ſelect num- 
ber of burgeſſes, holding by burgage-tenure in 
the ſaid borough, but in all the inhabicarity| Paying 


ſcot and las, 


| elbe QF Vorkns. 
| Nominally ſixty-four. 
RETURNING Orten, d 
The lord's bailiff. 8 I 4% 


'PatRON, 


he Duke of Newcaſtle, 


BEVERLEY. 
POLITICAL CHARACTER, 


ABOUT two hundred of theſe voters are under 


what is called the bar-intereſt, and generally 
abide by the intereſt of Mr. Anderſon Pelham. 


 ThewW effects of canvaſling are growing conſpi- 


cvous. It has been ſaid, that ſome of the bur- 


geſſes take half a guinea be a guinea of the can- 
didates. ? 
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didates. In the years 1774 and 1780, three 
or four hundred of the burgeſſes were exceedingly 
eager for an oppoſition, without attending; to the 
political opinions of the candidates, which ſeems to 
indicate ſomething very vague and unſubftantial 
in their ideas of freedom. They were afraid, it 
ſeems, that if the bar-intereſt; or Mr. Pelham's, 
was not oppoſed, the loaves and fiſhes, if not the 
liquor they ſwam in, _— cpa n their 
poſſeſſion, 4 | 


AncrenT Srar r. 

Beverley is an ancient borough, governed 

under a charter of Queen Elizabeth, by a cor- 

poration, whoſe juriſdiction is ſaid to extend 

over a hundred neighbouring villages, beſides 

ſeveral others, in a large diſtrict, called Holder- 
neſs, between the Humber and the ſea. 


The ſeffions for the Eaſt Riding are always 
held here; and here a court of record, called the 
Provoſt's court, is kept, in which all eauſes may 
be tried, ariſing within the liberties of the town, 
except titles to land. This corporation is alſo 
aid to have à power in criminal matters, though 
ir in not at preſent exerted: and here is an 

T4 office, 
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office, for the public regiſtering of all wills 
nr lands in the Faſt 
m. 


This place, ink fent to all the ee 
of Edward I. made no other return (notwith- 
ſtanding it received three ſummonſes in the 
reign of Edward II.) till the 5th of Queen Eli. 
zabeth, who incorporated it anno 1573, by the 
name of a mayor, governors, and burgeſſes, 


; CORPORATION, . 
Conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, twelve ga+ 
vernors, or ſuperior anger and cinen ins 
ferior ones. | 


Rigur oF Erxetion, 


Is in the freemen of the town, who acquirg 
this right by birth, ſervitude, or purchaſe, Firſt, 
a freeman's ſon, if born within the liberties 
of the town of Beverley, but not otherwiſe, is 
intitled io his freedom, when of the age of 
twenty-one years. -2dly, An apprentice, for ſe- 
ven years, to 3 freeman reſiding within the li- 
berties of the town of Beverley, but not ↄtherwiſe, 
e For term, is admitted to 

his 


ILTTITES a 


his freedom, on paying a fine of forty-eight 
ſhillings, 3dly, Several perſons are admitted to 
their freedom y purchaſe ; and chere is a ſtanding 
order, that a day-labourer ſhall not be made free 
for a leſs ſum than thirty guineas ; and that every 
other perſon ſhall pay proportionally, according 
to his circumſtances, trade, or occupation, at 
the difcretion of the body corporate; and a 
candidate to repreſent the borough, if not already 
free, may purchaſe his enn for fifty pounds, 
or holten | 


N. B. The body corporate have refuſed to ad- 
mit to his freedom a capital tradeſman in that 
town, although he offered them fifty pounds for 


the purehaſe of it; der would they fix any 
e nn. K | 


NunkER OF + Vorns, 
| About one thouſand. - 


Nr Orlen. 
The mayor. 


NORTH. 


232 NORTHALLERTON, 
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Tourer cuen. Fer 


THE right of voting is err D to the ſcing 
of the greater part of the houſes adjoining, to, 
and fronting the ſtreet ;; few or none of the 
back tenements are conſidered as part of the 
burgage-tenures, or conſequently entitled to votes. 
Some of thoſe tenures now ſuhſiſt in the farm of 
ſtables, or cow-houſes, in which the appearance 
of one or more chimnies is uſually preſerved, as a 
memorial of their right; others are let out to poor 
perſons, at a ſmall annual rent, on the condition 
of their keeping them in repair ; and many are 
totally ruinous and uninhabited. The vote is in 
ſome inſtances ſeparated from the hauſe, by the 
practice of granting a leaſe of the latter for the 
term of nine hundred. and ninety-nine years, 
ſubject to an annual pepper- corn rent; in elther 
caſe, of the vote being reſerved or ſold with the 
ne it js een as one hundred pounds in 

the 
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the cht We are informed, that the right 
of voting in the borough has been invariably 
annexed to the ancient and eſtabliſned burgage- 
tenures, and never, as in ſome others, enlarged 
to the houſcholders in general. A majority of 
theſe houſes are known to be the property of 
Henry Pierſe, eſq. brother-in-law to Lord Mon- 
ſon, and Edward Laſcelles, eſq. firſt couſin to 
Lord Harewood, the preſent members, or their 
families. The number advertiſed to be ſold ſome 
time ago, as the property of one gentleman, was 
thought to be fifteen. The remainder is divided: 
ſingly, or in ſmall ſhares, among various proprie- 
tors. Previous to an election, in caſe an oppoſition 
is expected, the aſſignments, we are informed, of 
the ſeveral tenures, are prepared for ſuch perſons 
as the reſpective proprietors can confide in; but 
they are not executed unleſs called for, nor even 
then uſually. entruſted to * cuſtody of the 
voters. 


We are alſo informed, that Sir Charles Turner 
has ten or twelve burgage-houſes; Mr. Metcalfe 
and family, five; Mr. Meek, three or four; and 
the Rev, Mr, Peacock, about the ſame number. 


ANCIENT 
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oy 


Auenur Srars, | 


This 9 28 is 40 called w diſkinguif 
it from ſeveral other towns of the ſame name in 
this county, is ſituated. on the bank of a river, 
called the Wiſke, and encompaſſed by a ſmall 
tract of land, called Allertonſhire, conliſting of 
hu ot ahn 


11 is an ancient 8 mh a corporation, 


| governed by a bailiff, deputed and authoriſed by 


the Biſhop of Durham, for the time being, by 
p for life. 


e eee 
bailif, or deputy, preſides at the election of mem- 


bers eee. t N 


This borough, having {ne 26 Edv. L inter- 
mitted, and made no other return till called upon, 
as Malton was, to ſend members, by order of the 


houſe of commons, anno 1640. 
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5 Nou or VorERs. 1 105 
Alen dad, 

REroRNINO Orien-. * , 
The n of Durham's bailiff. 


| "PIC THF, 22974003 
| Henry Vierſe, eld. and Edward Laſees, s, >. 
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11 right of election in ben ee "has 
been conteſted upon every vacancy chat has ap 
pened ſince the paſſing of the Grenville ack. The 
queſtion has been; whether that right was in the 
inhabitants houſeholders, refiants here, or in 
burgage-tenures, the number of which is about 
three hundred and twenty; one hundred and 
ninety belonging to Lord Viſcbunt Galway; to 
Sir Rowland Wynn, bart. ninety ; to Mr. Walfh, 
forty<rwo ; and ubout one hundred to indivi- 
duals. n 4s 025 ace N | 

The firſt inveſtigation of theſe claims, was 
on the petition of the Right Hon. Charles James 
Fox, and James Hare, eſq. who were candidates 
. 1 on 
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| was in the ee 


and that the — members were * Sade 
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on the ſuffrages of the inhabitants, in the general 
election of 1774, againſt Sir John Goodricke, 
bart. and Charles Melliſh, eſq. who were re- 
turned on the votes of the burgage-holders. The 
committee, which was appointed on the 28th of 
February, 1975, determined, on the 3d of March 


following, that the right was in the burgage- 
| holders; and that the bing were duly 


elected. 


The 3 DEL was in 1 2764, when John 


Smyth, eſq. petitioned, dn the votes of the in- 


habitants, againſt Nathaniel Smith, eſq. who 


had been returned by the burgage-holders. This 


committee determined, on the 11th. of April, 
1783, contrary to the former one, that the We 


, 888 


The . point. was, ; again. conteſted, : at t the 
general election in 1784, when the Hon. William | 
Cockayne, and John, Walſh, eſq. were petiti- 
oners, on the right of the burgage-holders, and 
John Smyth, eſq. and William Southeron, eſq 


were fitting members, on the election of the 


inhabitants; when it was determined, on the 
11th of June following, to be in the inhabitants, 


As 
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At the laſt general election in 1790, this point 
was again conteſted ; when John Anſtruther, eſq. 
and Charles Melliſh, eſq. were petitioners, on 
the claim of the burgage-holders ; and John 
Smith, eſq. and William Southeron, efq. were 
ſitting members, on the oppoſite intereſt ; when 
the committee determined, for the third time, 
that the right was in the inhabitants. An appeal 
from this deciſion has been made to the houſe 


of Lewe where it now remains for a final 


n "Int caſe) the next committe ſhould determine, 
with the three laſt, that the right is in the inha- 
bitants, this borough will be independent of con- 
troul, unleſs an honourable attachment to John 
Smyth, eſq. and Mr, Southeron, who have 
vindicated the rights of the people through fo 
many expenſive ao, can come under that 
denomination. | A | 


CorroxatiON 464 


Conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 1 twel ve 4. 
e who are all in the commiſſion of the 
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& Rionr or Exzeriox. 1 


: oy May 28. There being no charter pre. 
ſcription for choice, the election i is to be made 
by the inhabitants ( houſcholders) reſiants there. 


1700, Jan. 7. Axrted, « That the right of 
c election is in ſuch perſons as have an inhe- 
« rĩtance, or freehold of | burgage-remure, 
« « within the laid borough.” ie dries: Fro dn 


” 1 


1715, March 22. Ae « That Pomteſrat 
« was a borough by preſcription ; and that 
. A in parſongJaying 

n freehold of eee BP ? 
«#193 as eee OJ eff 


AH. 


4 Cage Feb. 6. Pg in \ Perſons having, : within 
the faid borough, a. frechold of butgage-temure 


paying a burgage-rent, ., | D796 0 5 


NUMBER OF Vorzss... 
"About three hundred and thirty. * 


15 


aint Reryzyino Orrrexs.. AE 
|: The.mayor-. > e i Mts 416 tt na 
ng. 
PATRONS. _ f 


Lord Viſcount Galway, Sir Rowland Wyrin 
— and Mr. Walſh. 
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IN TRODUCTION. 
V an act of parliament made 27 Henry VII. 
the twelve counties, and as many towns in 
Wales, were imprivileged to ſend members to par- 
hament. The boroughs of Beaumaris; Radnor 
and Montgomery can alone be ſaid to be under 


abſolute controul. The influence which prevails 


in the other towns, is not the produce of corrup- 
tion, but ariſes from the popularity and hoſpita- 
lity of men of conſiderable» property, whoſe reſi- 
dences are contiguous to them, and who are ready 
to ſerve them with that aſſiſtance and advice, 
which the exigences of their ſituation may re- 

vol. 111. (B] quire, 


F , 944 * 


4 


————— 
— ul 
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quire. An inſtance of bribery is very uncommon 
among them, nor are their morals debauched by 
frequent invitations to election treats, which are 
the parents of drunkenneſs, idleneſs and diſſipa- 
tion, and in their conſequences more generally 
pernicious to ſociety than any evil which exiſts in 
it. Unaccuſtomed to depend upon the precarious 
ſubſiſtence, which they may derive from a ſale of 


their votes, they are continually exerciſed in being 


uſeful to the community, by the laborious em- 
ployments in which they are engaged. Unlike 
the inhabitants of the rotten boroughs, who enjoy 
at one time the extreme of luxury, and at another 
are reduced to the moſt abjed poverty, they divide 


amongſt their families the hard, but well earned 


fruits of their \abour and their induſtry. 


19 
2 


ANGLESEA, 


* . 


9021 | ANGLESEA. 1 
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Tn repreſentation of this county was warmly 
conteſted in 1784, between Mr. Bayley, ſup- 
ported by che intereſt of his brother, the Earl of 
Uzbridge, and Mr. Meyrick, by that of Lord 
Viſcount Bulkeley; the former of whom was then 
ſucceſsful, But theſe two noblemen have agreed 
ſince that time not to oppoſe each other, either 
in this county or Carnarvon; ſo that the influence 
of the Earl of Utes Krün the member for 
Angleſea without oppoſition, and Lord Viſcount 
Bulkeley, unmoſeſted, procures the return of 4 
repteſennatie of his ane for Carnar- 


1 001 


| ANCIENT STATE. 

AXGLESEA obtained its name in the reign of 
Edward T. when it was cenquered by the Engliſh, 
who called it Engleſea and Angleſey (the Engliſh 
IMand), It was called by the Romans, Mona; 
by the Britons, Mön, and Fir Mon; and, by the 
Saxons, Moneg. It is fituated in the province of 
hy <p and dioceſe of Bangor; containing | 

(B 2] | 2 


fix hundreds, two market-towns, and ſeyenty- 
four pariſhes; extending thirty miles in length 
and twenty-ſix in breadth. It is ſeparated from 
the continent by a narrow ſtrait, called the River 
of Menai, and. is wrropnded. by the-Iriſh Sea. 


This iſland ſends — members 10 A Fa 
viz. one for the county, the, ther for. Beaumaris; 3 


and gives the es of N to; the e of 2 
neſſey. ox 


1 FT 4 . 5 
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| BEAUMARIS, 
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"Poruriear Cuanacren. Y f 


| THIS. town is the only place in Wales where 
the right of election is confined to the corporation 
only, which conſiſts of twenty-four members; ſo 
that thirteen perſons, which form a majority of theſe 
twenty-four, return the member for, this county- 
town. This, body corporate is under the ſole in- 
fluence and direction of Lord Mar . 


Axeizxr "IB 


Tars town, which is ſo called from the Freach 
word Beaumaris n ſignifying a beautiful moraſs, was 
founded 


r 


founded by Edward I. "who changed the name 
from Bonover, and fortified it with à caſtle, now 
belonging to the crown. It is ſituated on the 
weſtern bank of the Strait Menai, in the road to 


Holyhead, at the diſtance of 241 miles Hom 
London. 


By act of 27 Henry VIII. the twelve counties, 
and as many towns in Wales, were imprivileged 
and ſummoned to ſend members to parliament. 
The firſt returns for the borough of this county 
were, 33 Hen. VIII. and 1 Edw. VI. for Newbo- 
rough, now 4 poor decayed village ; which beitig 
exempted by act 2 Edw. VI. have ever ſince beet 
limited to Beaumaris, 5 


| Pouddnarros. 
By charter of incorporation of 4 Eliz. it con- 
ſiſts of a mayor, recorder, two e and twenty- 


one burgeſſes. 


Ricur or Erzcrtom 


1709, 18 Feb. 1729, 3 Mar. In the mayor, 
balifh, and capital burgeſſes of Beaumaris only. 


et Nönükk 6f Voriis. 
_ Twehty- ates, 
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8 BRECON COUNTY. 


\, | ReTuRNING OFFICER. 
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Lord Viſcount Bulkeley. e 
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T wine cr. 
John Morgan of Tredegar, Eſq. member 
for the county of Monmouth. The immenſe pro- 
perty of this gentleman and his anceſtors, is diſtin- 
guiſhable in che political hiſtory of Monmouth- 
ſhire, ever ſince it firſt ſent repreſentatives. to par- 
liament; but it commenced in this county about 
the time of Charles 1. 


AnciExr Srark. 


Tas county, which i is. part of South Wales, 
is ſuppoſed to have received its name from the 


Welch word Brycheinog, derived, by ſome au- 
thors, from Brechanius, an ancient Britiſh prince 


of the country. It is "EY in the province of 
Canterbury, and dioceſe of St. David; contain 

ing fix hundreds, four market towns, and rio 
one pariſhes ;. extending, in length, about thirty- 
nine miles, in breadth, twenty-ſeven, and one. 
hangs an: nine in n circumference, 


This county ſends twa. members to > parkament,! 
viz. one for the county and Gs other for the 
town of Mons: 


ng 
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- BRECON TOWN. 


” Pornear — 1 | , 


| | THE eh of election in this town is not con- 
' fined, as at Beaumaris, to a ſelect corporation, 
conſiſting, of twenty-four individuals, but extends 
to the hurꝑeſſes at large of the town of Brecon, 
who are upwards of three hundred in number. 
The ſume intereſt which directs che political bias 
uw n EEG, ö 


Axcizur STATE. ; 


2 or Brecknock, which was called by _—_ 
the; Bricons, Aber-hondby, owing to its firuation © 
i IB 4] | at 


8 knk& ok: 


at the confluence of the rivers Hondhy arid Uſk, 
is a corporate town, divided into eleven wards. 
It contains three pariſh churches, one of which 
is collegiate. That it was inhabited by the Ro- 
mans is evident; from ſeveral coins of their em- 
perors, as well as many Roman ' bricks having 
been diſcovered at a. Wege _ in deer e 
| bourhood. | pk TEARS 


In the reign of - Henry U umd de Newmarch 
founded a priory for Benedictine Monks, which 
he dedicated to St. John the Evangeliſt, and 
made ſubordinate to Battle Abbey, in Suffex. 
Henry VIII. re-founded it as a Pariſh church, 
with fourteen prebendaries, which he tranſlated 
from Aber-Giviley, in Caermarthenſhire. In the 
reigh of William Rufus; the before-named Bar- 
nard de Newmarch, who was the conqueror of 
this county, built a magnificent caſtle, which was 
afterwards repaired by the Bruſes and Bohuns. 
Dr. Morton, Biſhop of Ely, was confinied in this 
caſtle by the Protector Richard, afterwards Ri- 
chard III. and committed to the. cuſtody of Staf- 
ford, Duke' of Buckingham, who procured Ri- 
chard the crown. But the king ſoon afterwards 
taking a diſguſt to the duke; the entered into 4 
league with the biſhop his priſoner, to contrive 


BY Eco v. | | 9 


his overthrow, which was ſoon after compleated, 
when the Earl of Richmond, afterwards Henry 
VII. was promoted to Ve crown in his ſtead. 


This town, which, without colfuhAion with 
any other, ſends one 'burgeſs to parliament, was 
incorporated anno 1885, in en year of 
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Cont 5 two bailiffs, twelve Adam, n 
fifteen common-councilmen. 
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|» CARDIGAN COUNTY. 
_ _»  PoLITICAL CHARACTER: | | Ur 

Tu influence which prevails in this county 

is that of the Earl of Liſburne and . John 

5 Campbell, Eſq. of Stackpole Court, in Pem- 

brokeſhire. The Earl of Liſburne has che leading 


intereſt, and has for ng dern n 


Ama STATE. 


Tars county, which takes its name from the 
town of Cardigan, is called by the Welch Sir 
Aber Teivy, and lies along the Iriſh Sea,, which 
- bounds'it on the weſt. It in ſituated in the pro- 
vince of Canterbury and dioceſe of St. Davidz is 
divided into five hundreds, containing ſix market 
towns, and ſends two members to parliament, 
| viz. one knight of the ſhire, and one burgeſs for 
This place was formerly famous for its ſitver 
mines, which in the time of Queen Elizabeth were 
worked to great advantage by a company of Ger- 
mans. In the * of James I. Sir Hugh Mid- 
# | an 


* 


CARDIGAN. IL 


dleton made a vaſt fortune from. theſe mines, 
which he afterwards ſpent in bringing che New 
River water to London. After him a Mr. Buſhel _ 


gained ſuch immenſe ſums here, that Charles I. 
allowed bim to ſet up a mint for the conve- 
nience of paying his workmen; in return for 
which, it is ſaid, that he made that king a. pre- 
ſent. of a regiment of horſe in che civil wars, 
clothed his whole army, and lent him 40, oool. 

The mine adventurers. after this expended con- 


fiderable ſums of money, and ſucceeded very well, 


till they fell out among themſelves, which has not 
only beep a hindrance neee. 


amen 


CARDIGAN. 


Porrrichl — Pig 


THE member of parliament for this place is | 


elected by the burgeſſes at large of this town, in 


conjunction with thoſe of the outlying boroughs 


of Aberyſtwith, Lampeter, and Adpar, amount- 
ing in che whole to twelve hundred voters. The 


principal intereſt in thoſe ſeveral boroughs is that 


of Thomas Johnes, Eſq. of Croft Caſtle, in the 
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12 CARDIGAN: 


county of Hereford, John Adams, Fig Edward | 
Loveden Loveden, Efq. of Buſcot, in che county 
of Berks, hed Thomas Popel, Efq- of Nie,” 


— nid atlas 
- Tars town is Gtuared neat the \ weſtern en 

of che county, and is called by che Welch Aber 
Teivy, from its ſituation at the mouth of the river 
Teivy. Whence the name of Cardigan! is derived 
is not yet diſcovered; however, it gives the title 
of Earl to the family of Brudenel-. About the 
year 1160 Gilbert de Clare built a large caſtle 
here, which was afterwatds deſtroyed by Rhees ap 
: Gryffyth, the ruins of which are ffill to be feeti. 
There was alſo a priory of black monks, dedicated 
to St. Mary, and ſubordinate to che abbey W 
Chertſey, in 1 8 


$i 6 
if o . Y 


In the year 11 36 i Welch FREY a com- 
plete victory near this town over the Engliſh - - 
army, commanded by Ranulph, Ear of Cheſter, 
In this battle the Engliſh ſoldiers wete ſtruck 
with ſuch a panic, that they ſuffered themſelves 
o be taken priſoners by the women ; the general, 
wich a very few men, finding i difficalrto make 
bis . | | | 


ow? y 2 
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ö CoRPORATION. _, 


By charter of 25 Eliz. it conſiſts of a mayor, 
to bailiffs, and twelve aldermen. 
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RIGHT oF ELECTION: 
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Porte CHantactah, 
HIS county is prineipally under the intereſt 
af Lady Cecil Rice'de Cardoniiel,” Batoneſs 
Dinevor in her own right. The popularity Which 
George Rice, Eſq. that lady's huſband, acquired 
during his life-tithe, induced the freeholders of 
the county to elect his fon; the Hotivurable = 
George Talbot Rice, at the laſt general election, 
without any 'Experice, alt in eee cheir 
late member, we William Manſel.” E 


„Hon 
Aucizxr STATE. . 
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TuIs county, which takes its name from the 
town of Caermarthen, or, as the Welch call it, 
Kaer Vyrdhin, is a maritime county, bounded on 
the north, by Cardiganſhire, on the ſouth, by St. 
George's Channel and the Severn, on the caſt, 
dy Brecknockſhire and Glamorganſhire, and on 
the weſt, by Pembrokeſhire. It is fituated in the 
province of Canterbury and dioceſe of St. David; 
and 1s divided into. fix hundreds, containing 
eighty-ſeven pariſhes and eight market towns, ex- 
tendir in length about thirty-five miles, in breadth 
1 i SY : | twenty, 


\ CATRMARTHEN, 15 
twenty, and one hundred and two in circumfe- 
rence. It ſends two members to parliament, viz. 
one for the county, and one for the town of Caer- 


marthen ; all ps th tide of eee to the 
family of Ofporde. * 
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THis town, which is under the imdb | 
of John George Philipps, Eſq. of Cumgwilly, 
is remarkable for the illegal and unconſtitu- 
tional interference of a right reverend Biſhop, 
in the election of its repreſentative ; but as 
thete was no formal complaint brought againſt 
him in the Houſe of Cotnmons, he eſcaped thoſe 
conſequences which befel the Biſhop of Worceſter 
in the reign of Queen Ann, for an attempt to pre- 


judice the frecholders of that county againſt Sir 


John Packington, who was at that time a candi- 
date to repreſent it in parliament. Mr. Philipps, 
the preſent member, had, by the vote which he 
gave in favour of the repeal of the Teſt Act, ſo 
much incenſed his lordſhip, as to induce him to 
write circular letters to the clergy, who had votes 


26 C.A;E;RM ART HS Ne 


for the election of members. of parliament, ſtating 
the, i , imminent... danger. the church would be, ge- 
duced to by the/repeal gf this Act, and requeſting 
that chey would: ſtrenuoufly ,cxert-themlelyes, in 
oppoſing ſuch candidates as were friendly to this 
meaſure. Sir William Manſel, who was the mem- 


ber for the county, and voted | againſt the repeal, 
thought proper to decline a conteſt at the laſt ge- 
neral eleftion with ſo po erful an adverſary as 
the II onou rable Cebit Talbot Rice, of Dineyor ; 
but he entertained hopes of ſueeeſs with a greater 
degree of probability in the;, borough, when aſ- 

ſiſted with the abilities and advice of his ſpiritual 
guide and director. | However, neither the threats 
nor intreaties of. this great pillar, af the church, 
were finally productive of any good conſequences, 
As, Sir W. Manſel declined, the poll, and * Phi⸗ | 
. Was, choſen without oppoſition. 


10 Tk "26 $.; 3] . 


aw. Avelznr Stark. by 

CABRMARTHEN, which i is a Place 22 ' great a Als 
tiquity, and the capital of dhe county, was called 
by Ptolemy, Maridunu m. but by Antoninus, 
Muridunum, both vid ent corruptions of the 
name above-mentioned ; * it being cuſtomary with 
the Romans to ſybſtirure, « on one occaſions, be 
5 Hop ler V. e ee e e ODER 
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This town was formerly reckoned the capital of 


all Wales, and the Ancient Britons made it the 
ſeat of their parliaments, or afſemblies of wiſe 
men. When the eldeſt ſons of our kings became 


princes of Wales, they fixed the chancery and 
exchequer, for the ſouth part of their principality, 


at this place, where they continued till the juriſ- 
dition of the court and marches of es were 
taken away. 


This place is famous, 8 Sing for 
the birth of the wiſe Merlin, which 8 


about the year 480. Before the year 1148, there 


uas a priory erected at the eaſt end of the town, 


for fix black canons, and dedicated to St. John - 
the Evangeliſt, of which the ruins are Rull viſible. _ 
There was alſo a houſe of grey friars, | 


Conronarron. 


It is governed. by a mayor, 3 two: 
ſheriffs, and twenty common-councilmen, out of 


which the mayor is choſen, who is ever after re- 
puted an alderman. ere en 
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| CAERNARVON COUNTY. 


:; PoLITICAL ern. 


| T* leading intereſt in this county is like 
that of Angleſea, between the Earl of Ux- 
bridge, and Lord Viſcount Bulkeley; but theſe 
noblemen having agreed not to oppoſe each other 
in their reſpective counties, the influence of An- 
gleſea is left to Lord Uxbridge, and the controul 
of this county to Lord Bulkeley. 
e SL | . ANCIENT 


CAERNARVON TOWN, 19 


2 ANCIENT STATE. 


Won county, which, like moſt of tlie others, 
takes its name from Caernarvon, bignifying the 
Fortreſs of Avon, which it was once called, is in 
Welch called Sir Gaernarvon; and, before Wales 
was divided into counties, was called Showden”* 
Foreſt. It is ſituated in the province of Cantet- 
bury and dioceſe of Bangor; is divided into 


| ſeven hundreds, containing one city, three market- 


towns, and fixty-eight pariſhes; extending, in 
length, about forty miles, in breadth, twenty, aud 
nearly one hundred in circumference. It ſends 
two members to parliament, viz. one for the 
| ſhire, and one for the borough. of Carnarvon; 
and gives the titles of Earl and Marquis to the 
family of Bridges, for ſome ſucceſſions Dukes of. 
NO 


ENENT ON TOWN. 


LPR PouITtcai nn 
5 eee eee 
ia conjunction with the burgeſſes of Criccieth, 
ee on EA The Earl of Un- 
fe) | tnidg 


/ 


ſi CAERNARVON TOWN. 


bridge has at preſent the leading intereſt, pig it is 
by no means ſecure, like chat of Beaumaris, or 
W | 


7% Þ 27 
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5 which is ſituated « on the Seraits 
of Meneu or Menay, the channel which ſeparates 
this county from the Iſle of Angleſea, i is ſuppoſed 
to have contained the ancient Segontium of An- 
toninus. It was called by the Britons, Caer Seint, | 
from the river Seiont, which runs by it. About 
the year 600, it was the ſeat of the Britiſh princes; 
but in after times it gave way to the. preſent dyn. 
then newly built. 1 "Ba: 

| ' When Edward L was 1 this town, it was 
reported that the body of the Emperor Conſtan- 
tius, father of Conſtantine the Great, being found 
here, he ordered it to be honourably interred in 
the new church. This king is alſo ſaid to have 
converted the profits of the archbiſhopric of York, 
then vacant, to the building and fortifying Caer- 
narvon Caſtle; in the Eagle Tower of which caſ- 
tle, in the year 1284 was born Edward of Caer- 
narvon, the firſt Prince of Wales of the Engliſh 
TO and afterwards. _ by the title of 
| 0 7 Edward 
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Edward II. In the great rebellion, this caſtle was 
beſieged by the parliamentary forces, and obliged 
to ſurrender to them the beginning of June, 1646. 
| ConroraTiON. 
Conſiſis of a mayor, who is, by patent, created 
conſtable of the caſtle; one renee two bai- 
e a town-clerk, and two * 


| Ricur or aer 1805 | 
In the burgeſſes of Caernarvon, CO Pal 
lely, IO and MTN als | | | 


1 OF | Vorzns, | 
About ſen hundred | 


ReronuIEe Orne. | 
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DENBIGH COUNTY. 


e Cnanacres. 95 8 
moſt preyailing intereſt-in this county, is 
$a that of Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, Bart. 

f whole chief ſeat is at Ruabon, near Wrexham. 
Mr. Middleton, of Chirk Caſtle, whoſe anceſtors 
have repreſented it, at various times, fince 'it firſt 
ſent members to parliament, which was in the 27th 
year of the reign of Henry VIII. has the ſecond 
influence; butas the moſt perfect cordiality prevails . 
between theſe families, the firſt takes the lead in 
the county, and the other in the town, without 
giving cauſe _— Ea air in either. 


Axelkvr 8 - rh BUT 

Tx1s county, which forms a part of North 
Wales, is called in Britiſh, Sir Dhinbech, and is 
ſituated 1 in the dioceſes of Bangor and St. Aſaph, 
and province of Canterbury; ; it is divided into 
twelve hundreds, in which are contained four 
warket towns, and fifty-ſeven pariſhes, extending 
about thirty-one miles in length, ſeventeen in 
breadth, and: nearly one hundred and eighteen 1 in 
x circumference. ; | 


2. | 
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1 dis nine of che Romans it was part of 1 the 
country of the Ordovices ; but ſome Britons, who 
were forced out of Scotland, are ſaid in their turn 
to have driven the Saxons hence, and, by the aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Welch, to have poſſeſſed them- 


ſelves of all this diſtri, from the Conway to the 


Dee. It ſends two members to parliament, viz. 
one for the county, and one for the town of Den- 


bigh; and gives the title of Earl to the family of 


"== 


——_. . 1 
. 
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DENBIGH TOWN: 
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13 Cnanacten. 


THE member for this town is choſen by . 
burgeſſes of Denbigh, and its two contributory 
boroughs, Leon T The influence of 
which is entirely in Richard Middleton, Eſq. of 
Chirke Caſtle, whoſe anceſtors have repreſented it, 
in. various parliaments, from the 3 36 of Henry 
| Une to th preſent time. | 


1 


ANCIENT STATE. | | 
Danse, which is the county town, was ori- 
ginally ſituated on the top of a ſteep rock, near 


[C 4] 3 


* 


LS 
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the weſtern bank of the river Clwyd, at the di- 
| ſtance of 209 miles from London; but being de- 


ſerted in tbe reign of Queen Elizabeth, a new 
town was built, on a much larger ſcale, at the 


foot of the hill. It was formerly called by- the 


Britons Cledfryn ya Rhos, the craggy Hall in 
Rhos. This part of the county was given by 


Edward I. to David ap Gryffyth, brother to Lle- 


wellyn, the laſt Prince of North Wales, who being 
afterwards beheaded for, high treaſon, it was given 
to Lacy, Farl of Lincoln, who-fortified the town 
with a ſtrong. wall and caſtle; but his only ſon 
being unfortunately drowned in the well of this 


| caſtle, his grief was fo great as to leave it unfi- 


niſhed ;, after this earl's death, it went, by the mar- 


riage of Alice, his daughter, into the poſſeſſion of 


the Houſe of Lancaſter. Edward II. gave it ta 
Hugh Spencer; after which, in the reign of Ed- 
ward III. Roger Mortimer became the poſſeſſor, 


and fixed his arms on the chief gate; but he being 
ſotne time after executed for high treaſon, it went 


to Montacute, Earl of Saliſbury, but was ſoon af. 


ter reſtored to the Mortimers. In ſhort; after many 


changes, it came to the Houſe of York, and now 
belongs to the crown. It was delivered up to the 


| patties army in 1646, and appears de bees been 


a place 
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it was tn” adviſable to blow | it * 


A #, 2 


a 


About the time wo Henry 1 III. Adam Saluſbury 
founded and endowed an abbey of black monks, 
of the Benedictine order; the preſent proptietör of 


F 
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conſiſts of a mayor, two aldermen, a recorder, two 


bailiffs, twenty-three 3 4 II and 
two ſerjeants : at mace. 
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R. Middleton, Eſq. 


a place of ſuch ſtrength, that after the Reſtoration : 


\\ 
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FLINT COUNTY. 


3 5 Wer 
Tou county is independent in the exerciſe _ * 

its political franchiſes: The principal indi- 
' vidual intereſt here is that of Sir Roger Moſtyn, 
Bart. its preſent repreſentative; but it is by no 
means ſufficient to dictate to the frecholders _— 
ſon nd ſhall ae them in eee. 


Axcizter 1 


Tun county, which is in North Wales, ind 
derives its name from Flint; the county town, is 
ſituated in the province of Canterbury, and partly 
in the dioceſes of St. Aſaph and Cheſter. It is 
divided into five hundreds, containing one city, 
two market towns, and about twenty-eight pa- 
riſhes ; and is the ſmalleſt of all the Welch coun- 
ties, being about thirty-three miles in length, only 
nine miles in breadth, and about ſeventy miles in 
circumference. It ſends two members to parlia- 
ment, viz. one for the county, and che other for 


FLINT 


Cone 


FLINT TOWN. 


PoLITICAL CHARACTER. 


THIS town, and its contributory boroughs, 
Caerwis, Overton, Rhyddlan, and Caergoerley, 


has a greater number of votes in the election of its 


repreſentative than any other in the county. The 
chief intereſt which prevails here is Sir Watkin 
Williams Wynne's, whoſe relation, Major Wil- 
liams, of Penbedw, is the preſent member. 


ANCIENT STATE. 


FL tr, which is a very ſmall place, is conve- 
niently ſituated on the eſtuary of the Dee, and is 


remarkable for little elſe beſides a caſtle; which was 
begun by Henry II. and finiſhed by Edward I. 
where Richard II. on his return from Ireland was 
entertained for ſome time; but on his departure 
was taken priſoner, and ſoon after put to death. 

; por 


* 
CoxroxAriox. 


Conſifts of a mayor, who is, by patent, conſtable | 


of the : and two bailiffs. 


Rienr 


1 
* 
n * 8 
a 
l we 
—— ͤ— — rw ow OA — — VS he Ay Wy WA ee een 


28 FLINT TOWN. 


ö RicuT oF ELECTION. 


1728, 21 May. Is in the inhabitants of the 
borough of Flint, Rhyddlan, Overton, Caerwis, 
Caergoerley, paring {cot and Ag | 

I, 
The inhabitants of Knolton and Overton, fo. - 

reign, paying ſcot and lot in the pariſh of Over. 

ton, e pn e vote for the town of Flint. 


4 * 


Non: or 3 


4 


RETURNING Ovyrcns. 
The mayor. | 
PATRON. - 


| Sir Waden Wilka, Wynne. 3 


GLAMoR- 
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GLAMORGAN SHIRE, 


PaLiricaL CHARACTER, 


1 county has recently given us an example 
of its being independent of, and uninfluenced 
by, ariſtocratical controul. - 


The Duke of Beaufort, Earl of 0 


Earl of Bute, and Lord Vernon, men of different 
parties and ſentiments in politics, united their ſe- 
veral intereſts, and nominated the Honourable 
T. Windſor, brother to che Earl of Plymouth, 


for their candidate to repreſent it in parliament. - 


The independent freeholders vigorouſly oppoſed 
this formidable combination, which had for its 
object the dictation of a repreſentative ; and their 
exertions, previous to the election, were ſo effectual 
in favour of Thomas Wyndham, Eſq. of Dun- 


raven Caſtle, their own candidate, that Captain 


Windſor, although aſſiſted by ſo powerful an 


union, did not think it convenient to ſtand the 
poll, and left his adverſary quietly to enjoy that 


honour, which the patriotiſm of his friends had ſo 
2 beſtowed on him. 


ANCIENT 


— 


30 GLAMORGANSHIRE. 
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8 STATE. 


GLAMORGANSHIRE received its name from a 
contraction of the Welch words, Gwlad Morgan, 
or the county of Motgan, ſuppoſed to have been 
thus called from a prince of this part of the coun- 
try, who was faid to have been killed eight thou- 
ſand years before the birth of our Saviour ; other 
writers, perhaps with more propriety, deriye the 
name from the word Mor, which, in the Britiſh 
tongue, ſignifies the fea, this being a maritime 
county. It lies in the province of Canterbury, 
partly in the dioceſe of St. Llandaff, and partly in 
that of St. David, and is divided into ten hun- 
dreds, containing one city, five market towns, 
and eighteen pariſhes, extending forty- eight miles 

in length, twenty-ſeven in breadth, and one hun- 
dred and ſixteen in circumference. It ſends two 
members to parliament ; viz. one for the ſhire, 
and one EE ECT RO 


CARDIFF: 


Ne 75 


CARDIFF. © 


PotTicaL CHARACTER. oh 


THIS town, in conjunction with Combridge, 
Swanſea, Lougher, Aberavon, Kenfigg, Neath, 
and Llantriſſent, ſends one member to parliament. 
The intereſt of the Earl of Bute prevails: princi- 
pally in Cardiff and Cowbridge ;; that of the Duke 
of Beaufort, in Swanſea and Lougher ;. that of 


Thomas Manſel Talbot, Eſq. of Margam, KR 
Aberavon and Kenfigg ; and that of Sir Robert 


Mack worth, in Neath. Lord Viſcount, Mount; 
ſtuart, ſon to the Earl of Bute; is the preſent repre- 
ſentative, to which honour he ſucceeded upon the 
| death of the late Sir Herbert Mackworth ; which 
is a plain indication eee ee ee 
gentlemen, that the repreſentation of this town 
TGF 
family. | 

Axeizur STATE. 


Saen or Caerdiff, the firſt town on che 
ſouth-eaſt part of the county, is thus called from 
its being ſituated on the river Taff. It is incloſed 
by a wall with four gates, and a caſtle, which is a 


ſtrong, 
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ſtrong, ſtately edifice; the conſtable of which is al- 
nnen Rp ern. 3 


This caſtle, which is now a lordſhip belonging 
to Lord Viſcount Windſor, was built about the 


year 1100, by Robert Fitz-Staimon, a Norman, 


who held his courts of juſtice, and kept a ſtrong 
garriſon here, his peers or knights being obliged 


| to-defend/ their ſeveral ſtations. Curthoſe, eldeſt 


ſon of William the Conqueror, was impriſoned 
here by his brothers, who firſt deprived him of his 


6 eyes, as well as all hopes of the crown. In the year 
1131 it Was taken by Maelgon and en 


with Prince Llewellyn $ dun, 
* » 2 ' ; | 
| Robert, Earl of Gloger — * died in whe 


| year 1147, founded à priory in this town; the 


ſuburbs of which contained a houſe of grey friars, 


dedicated to St. Francis; a houſe of whice ns | 
5 W 100 


This being the G town, a court of pd 


is held here every fortnight, of which the bailiffs, 


who are alſo juſtices of che peace, are the only 


| judges; here alſo the aflizes are always held. 


| CorPoRATION. 


— 
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mg | ConroRatiON. . 
The corporation is very ancient, and conſiſts of 


a mayor, who, as chief magiſtrate, is conſtable of 


the caſtle, twelve aldermen, two bailiffs, who / are 
annually choſen from reg the eas, and 
| twelve cotnmon- | 


| Men < or „Riten 
Not Gully in the burgeſſes of this place, but in 
the burgefſes of Abetavon, Cowbridge, 
Lluntriſfent, Lougher, Neth, and Swanſea 


Ul 


a NUMBER or Vorzss, | 
About one thouſand. 


F: £5 Pars on. 
eth. | 


n MERI- 


As; 


MERIONETHSHIRE. 


Pot rricar CHARACTER. | 


go. Warkin Williams Wynne has the firſt in- 
tereſt in this county; but it is not deciſive in 
the election of its repreſentative, as was demon- 
ſtrated at the laſt vacancy, occaſioned by the 
death of their old and reſpectable member, Mr. 
Vaughan, of Corſygedol, when a. gentleman of 
oppoſite attachments to choſe of che "Wane 
faqnily was choſen. FF 

There Abt no borough ; in this county ad- 
judged proper to be made choice of to nominate 
a burgeſs, when the principality was firſt imprivi- 
leged to ſend members by act of parliament, which 
was 27 Hen. VIII. proves that ſome tegard was 
had at that time to the equality of repreſentation, 


and that care was taken not to conſtitute a repre- 


ſentative body without conſtituents, as is too often 
the caſe in the preſent times. It was therefore 
enacted, that Haverfordweſt, a large town in 
Pembrokeſhire, ſhould elect a member to make 
up the defictency. 


Axcizxr 
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ANCIENT STATE. ; 

MEeR10NETHSHIRE, or Merionydſhire, ſo called 
from the Welch, Sir Veirionydh, is ſituated in the 
province of Canterbury, and dioceſe of Bangor, 
and is generally conſidered as the moſt mountain- | 
ous and barren county in all Wales. It is divided 
into ſix hundreds, , containing thirty-ſeven pariſhes, 
and three market towns, viz.” Bala, Dolgalhe, and 


Diſnamoudy; extending, in length, thirty-five 


miles, twenty-five in breadth, and one hundred 


and eighteen in circumference; and ſends only 
one member to parliament, who 1 is FI of the 
ſhire. | 


. 
country was inhabited by the Ordovices, who 
| -e none eee 

poopie. 


[D*) © MONTGO- 


6 36 als 1 


voor rar couxry..” | 


l 
U * 


Fabric 1 g 


Hk. Earl of Powys has been l | 

+ poſſeſing the firſt. intereſt in this county. 

Ms. Owen, the preſent member, ſucceeded upon 
it on has, firſt eledtiom; but Sir Watkin Williams 
Wynne, having now united his influence with chat 
of Mr. Owen, we underſtand that gentleman can 


- * 


ANCIENT STATE. 


 Monreomraventit, ich is an 1 
mountainous county of North Wales, derives i its 
name” from Montgomery, the principal town, 
called in the Welch language Sir-dre-Valdwin. 
It is fituated in the province of Canterbury, and 
in the dioceſes of St. Aſaph, Bangor, and Here- 
ford]; containing five market towns, all of Which 
are boroughs, and forty-ſeven pariſhes ; extend- 
ing, in length, thirty miles, twenty-five in breadth, 
and ninety -four in circumference. It ſends two 
members to parliament, viz. one knight of the 
ſhire for the county, and one jointly for Montgo- 


MONTGOMERY rovx. 37 


mery, Welchpool, Machynlech, Lhevilliegs and 
Llanidlos. = 


This county, as-well as Merionethſhire, formed 
part of the territories of the Ordovices. 


"MONTGOMERY TOWN.. 


1 


| PotiTiea Caanacras, {7 
THIS town, like all che others i in Wales hich 


_ _ were imprivileged to ſend members to parliament, 


hadi its contributory boroughs, who participated in 
the invaluable right of election, until the year 
1728, when one of thoſe reſolutions of the houſe, 
which has ſwept away the conſtituents of moſt of 
the Engliſh boroughs, extending the disfranchiſ- 
ing arm of authority to thoſe of Llanidlos, Llan- 
villing, and Welchpool, which are now ſtripped. 
of their ancient privileges, and the right de- 
clared to be in the burgeſſes of Montgomery only, 
The number of electors are now. not more than 
eighty ; conſequently the independence of its par- 
liamentary character is at an end, and the borough, 
| [D3] like 


38 MONTGOMERY TOWN. 


like that of Beaumaris, is entirely at the FRI 
0 a * 


| ANCIENT STATE, 

MoxTGoOMERY, which is the county town, is 
ſituated on a riſing rock, at the diſtance of one 
hundred and fifty-eight miles north-weſt of Lon- 
don, and is ſaid to have been built by Valdwin, 
or Baldwin, lieutenant of the marches of Wales, 
in the time of William the Conqueror; for which 
reaſon the Britons: call -it Tre-Valdwyn, or Bald- 
win's Town; but the Engliſh name it from Ro- 
ger Montgomery, to whom William I. had given 
the Earldoms of Arundel and Shrewſbury, who 
gained the caftle and town of Baldwin. This 
caſtle was afterwards demoliſhed by the Welch; 
but William Rufus re-edified it in 1093 ; after 
which it was burnt by Henry III. in 1232. Be- 
ing once more re-built, it became the ſeat of the 
Lords Herbert of Cherbury. Since that time it 
was conſiderably impaired in the civil wars of 
Charles J. till at length it came again into the 
poſſeſſion of the family of the Herberts, r in 
all ee 4a it 1 remains. 


This was made a borough town in the reign of 
Henry III. | 


ConrPORATION, 
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ConroratiON. | 
Conſiſts of two bailiffs, and twelve burgeſſes or 


common-councilmen. 


Richr oF ELECTION, 
| 1728, 16 Apr. Itin the burgeſſes of the faid 
ſhire-town only. . my 


Formerly the boroughs of Llanidlos, Llanvil- 
ling, and Welchpool, joined in the election; but 
theſe outlying 1 are now excluded. 
Noxazn OF VOTERS, 
Eighty,” 
" / Return NG OFFICERS. 


The N hs 


Se aden, 
The Ear of rom 
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 PEMBROKE COUNTY. 


Poprricas CHARACTER. 


T* freeholders of. this county have, upon 
| many occaſions, ſhewn a ſpirit -of inde · 
pendence. If any influence can be ſaid to exiſt 
here, it is that of the Owen family, of Orielton, in 
this county; but this partiality ariſes, not ſo mych 
from the extent of their property, as from their in- 
variable attachment to the cauſe of ** 


In 1 780, Lord Milford and Lord ee es 
united their intereſt, the former of whom then 
became a candidate for the repreſentation of the 
county. The independent party viewed this 
union with a jealous eye, and conceived it formed 
for the purpoſe of depriving them virtually of 
their rights as electors they therefore exerted 
themſelves with redoubled vigour, in ſupport of 
their favourite candidate Sir Hugh Owen, who 
was finally ſucceſsful by a great majority. 


ANCIENT . 


Tuis county, which takes its name from Pem- 
broke, the principal town, is ſituated at the ſouth- 
8 872 | welt 
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weſt extremity of Wales, in the province of Can- 
terbury, and dioceſe of St. David, and contains 
many monuments of the Ancient Britons, as well 
as ſome ancient tumuli, or artificial mounts, in 
which urns have been buried; one of the moſt re- 
markable of which being opened, was found to 
contain five urns filled with burnt bones and 
ne.. | | 


In chis county, at a place called, by the Welch, 
Rhos, meaning a green field, Henry I. permitted 
a colony of Flemings to ſettle, owing to the injury 
they had ſuffered in their own county, by the ſea 
breaking down their dykes, and otherwiſe doing 
them incredible damage; which colony was, in 
Camden's time, - called Little England beyond 
Wales; whoſe inhabitants were ſo ſtout and reſo- 
lute, that they became very offenſive to the Welch 
by their frequent ſkirmiſhes ; inſomuch that they 
united all their forces, and invaded their country 
ſeveral times, but to no purpoſe, the Flemings | 
always maintaining their ground. Rhos is till 
inhabited by their deſcendants, whoſe people may 
| nnn, APE Ter ate 


This county is divided into Grew: kundrods, 
OY the city of St. David, and the ſeven 


foliowing 


. ' PEMBROKE TOWN. 


following market towns; viz. Fiſguard, Haver- 
fordweſt, Killgaring, Newport, Pembroke, Tenby, 
and Wiſton ; it has one hundred and forty-five | 
pariſhes, and extends in lengrh upwards of thirty 
miles, above twenty-two in breadth, and about 
one e and p . in beiter | 


This place ſends three members to parliamient 
viz. one knight of the ſhire for the county, one 
repreſentative for the borough of Pembroke, and 
another for the borough of Haverfordweft. © 


F - PEMBROKE TOWN. 


eee ee * 


- THIS town has for ſome years been under the 
influence of the Owen family. The burgeſſes of 
this place, in conjunction with thoſe of Wiſton 
and Tenby, elect the member. There is no ſpe- 
cial reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, re- 
ſpecting the right of the burgeſſes of Tenby, but 
with reſpect to thoſe of Wiſton, it has been re- 
ſolved, That the mayor and burgeſſes of the an- 
a cient borough of WISE, in the county of Pem- 
; | broke, 
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broke, have a right to vote in the eleckion for the 
borough of Pembroke. 


ANCIENT STATE. 


PeEMBROKE, which ſtands upon a creek of 
Milford Haven, in the moſt pleaſant part of 
Wales, derives its name from the ancient Britiſh 
word Penvro, ſignifying a cape or promontory. It 
is the county town, and, next to Caermarthen, 
the largeſt and richeſt town in South Wales. In 
the reign of Henry I. Arnulph de Montgomery, 
brother to the Earl of Shrewſbury, fortified it with 
walls, and a magnificent caſtle, which he built on 
a rock at the weſt end of the town; under which 
is a vault, called Wogan, remarkable for its echo, 
and ſuppoſed to have been a ſtore-room for the 
garriſon. This ſtructure being burnt a few years 
after, was rebuilt by Owen, the ſon of Cadogan 
of Bletheim, and is remarkable for being the 
birth-place of Henry VII, as alſo for the brave 

defence made by the garriſon for King Charles I. 


Pembroke has given "© title of Ear] to many 
royal as well as noble families; the laſt of which 
appears to have been given in the reign of Ed- 
ward VI. to the famly of Herberts, who ſtill con- 
finue to enjoy it. 


CorroRATION. 4 


1 HAV ERFORDWEST. 


| : CORPORATION. _ 
1 ; Spwenned by a e, two bailif, = 
burgeſſes. 


| Riour or EILEC Torx. 
| 1511, 17124 23 Feb. Thar the mayor and 
burgeſſes of the ancient borough of Wiſton, in 


the county of Pembroke, have a right to vote in 
the election for the borough « of ae, ty 


1 — OP Vorzns. 

| Five hundred. 
| | Ruronunne Orrickx. 

The mayor. 


\ »  PatRoN.. 
H. Loy . 


HAvVERFORDWE Sr. 


PoLiTICAL CHARACTER. 

THIS place, which was made a county of it- | 
ſelf, firſt by charter of Edward IV. afterwards by 
Henry VIII. and laſtly by James I. is under the 
influence of Lord Milford, of Picton Caſtle. A 
compromiſe 
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eompromiſe has fome time ago taken place be- 
tween this nobleman and Lord Kenſington, when 
i was agreed between them, chat the latter ſhould, 
upon his fupporting invariably the intereſt of the 
former in the county of Pembroke, be quietly 
* Err br Anger 


Nagel n nbeins ese 


'Tars town; which by charters of Edbabd Ty. 
Hen. VIII. and James I. is a county of itſelf, is 
called by the Welch, Hwlfordh, and is fituated | 
on the fide of a hill, forming part of the weſtern 
bank of the Dongledye. It enjoys feveral privi- 
leges, beſides that of keeping its own courts. The 
mayor is corotier, efcheator, and clerk of the mar- 
kety within its precincts. The affizes a are held 
N.. where IEP alſo a county guck. 


Heverfotdwet was deny fortified wich 2 

rampart and caſtle, ſuppoſed to have been erected 
by Giltert, Earl of Clare; it was one of thoſe 
poſſeſſed by the Flemings when! they firſt- came 
into Dyvet, or Pembrokeſhire, the fortifications 


nne in the civil wy of 
Es; £ | 


Robert 


” 
— EI yan — " * . Tr nappa nr 
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Robert de Haverford founded here a priory of 
black canons, and gave it ſeveral churches and 
tythes in his barony, which were all confirmed to 
chem by Edward III. About ſeventy years ago an 
ef gy was found, ſuppoſed to be that of David 
Cherbury, Biſhop of Dromore in Ireland, and 
Archdeacon of Brecknock, who, by his laſt will, 
. defired to be buried here, and left a legacy to- 6 
| e the cloiſters of this , ; 


" Conroxarion: — 


" Eonbits &« a, mayor, ſheriff, two bali, and 
rwenty-four. common eee | 


Ricnr « or l 

12 47145 4 July. The proceeding of the mayor 
and common council of the town of Haverford- 
weſt, in making burgeſſes without the conſent of 
the commonalty, was illegal, and contrary to the 
rights of the ſaid town; and that the burgeſſes {o 
| pretended to be made, have not thereby acquired 

any right of voting in any future elections. | 


Agreed to be in the frecholders, burgeſſes, and 
inhabitants, paying ſcot and lot, and not receiving 
als. 

"NUMBER 
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.: NvumBzr or VoTERs. 
Abou five: hundred. 


Nirvnnine Orrick. 
| The et | 


N T's TWP 
” PATRON. 
Lord 1 Milford. 


RADNOR COUNTY.” 


PoLITICAL CHARACTER. 


TE intereſt of this county centers entirely in in 
the Earl of Oxford, No political occur- 
rence has happened to extend our e 
f that circumſtance. 


- } £ 


Axcizxr STATE. | 


THis place, which is an inland county of South 
Wales, derives its name from Radnor, the county 
town; and is called by the Welch Sir Vaes-ived. 

It is divided into fix hundreds, containing three 
market towns, viz. Radnor, Knighton, and Preſ- 
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tein, extending twenty-four miles in length, 
twenty-two in breadth, and ninety-five miles in 
circumference; at the diſtance of one hundred 


and fifty miles from London. It ſends two 


members to parliament, viz. one knight of the 
hire, and one burgeſs for che N of Rad- 
nor. | ; 


In the time of the Romans this part of the 
country was inhabited by the Silures; moſt of the 
mountains have carns, or large heaps of ſtones, 
intended, no doubt, as. monuments for the dead ; 
according to Homer's account, indeed, of Hec- 
tor's funeral, there can be no doubt but the Ro- 
mans heaped them up for that purpoſe ; but after 

Chriſtianity was planted here, they became ſo de- 
teſtable, from being made the burial place of ma- 
lefactors only, that the worſt wiſh a man could 
_ expreſs to his enemy, was, that a earn might be 
his monument. One of the moſt ancient remains 
of this county, is an unfiniſhed work, called 
Offa's Dyke, from its having been cut by Offa, 
| Kitig of Mercia, as a boundary between the Eng- 
nm Saxons and Ancient Britons, which may be 
traced through the whole extent of the county. 


57 85 RADNOR 


Cay * 
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Porirical 8 


IIS town has been ſubject to various conteſts 
on the right of election. The queſtion. at iſſue 
has been, whether the word Burgeſſes meant ſuch 
as were reſident within the boroughs of New Rad- 
nor, Ryader, Knighton, Knucklas, and Reven- 
lice, only, or whether it extended to thoſe who did 
not reſide within the ſaid boroughs. Three peti- 
tions have been preſented to the Houſe ſince the 
paſſing of the Grenville Act, which have all ori- 
ginated in this diſpute, The firſt was, that of Ed- 
- ward Lewes, Eſq. on the 6th of December, 1774, 
againſt the election of John Lewes, Eſq. who had 
been returned by the reſident burgeſſes, which was 
determined on the 27th of January, 1775, in fa- 
vour of the petitioner. The ſecond was, in conſe- 
quence of a double return of both theſe gentlemen 
at the enſuing general election in 1780, which on 
the 31ſt of January, 1781, was likewiſe deter- 
mined in favour of the non- reſident burgeſſes; 
and the third, aroſe out of a conteſt at the laſt ge- 
neral election in 1790, when the Earl of Oxford, 
who is patron of this borough, thought proper to 
Vox. III. oo: withdraw 
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withdraw his countenance from Mr. Edward 
Lewes, the late member, and io ſupport his re- 
lation, David Murray, Eſq. Mr. Lewes, who 
had before experienced the influence of his lord- 
- ſhip's patronage, and had twice ſucceeded by pe- 
tition, on the claim of the non-reſident burgeſſes, 
now became a candidate on that of the reſident 
e wore the erh Ae che poll 2 


who 
* I it 


For David. Murray, Eſq. — * 
rn afar _ — 4 


Mr. Made was ibcodilghy: returned, uy Mr. | 
gt became a petitioner upon the ſame claim 
of right which he had formerly oppoſed, and 
againft which he had twice ſucceeded by' petition. 
This petition is now before the Houſe, and will 
| moſt we be decided _ ur _ 


emen Sen; : 

KRAN OR, which is alſo called New Radnor, in 
order to diſtinguiſh it from a place called Old 
Radnor, is fitpated near the ſpring head of the 
river Somervil, near the foreſt of Radnor. It was 
formerly defended by walls, and a caſtle, which 
being demoliſhed by Owen dawg a: the town 

"oy ed. n 
It 


RADNOR TOWN, 51 


It was an ancient borough by preſcription till 
the reign of Queen Elizabech, who granted it a 
charter, with many privileges, together with a ma- 
nor, containing eleven townſhips, and a juriſdiction, 
extending ten or twelve miles. This town has 
alſo a court of —_ for all actions, mn limi- 
tation. : 


 ConrPoRATION. 
Conſiſts of a bailiff and twenty-five burgeſſes. 


R1caT oF ELECTION. 


1690, 12 Nov. Is in the burgeſſes of Radnor, 
Ryader, Knighton, Knucklas, and Kevenliel, 
only. | 


1769, 7 Mar. The ſeveral perſons, ho they 
had no other claim to be burgeſſes of the bo- 
roughs of Ryader and Knucklas, than by virtue 
only of a preſentment made in the pretended court 
| leet, holden under the authority of certain letters 
patent, which appear not to- have. been enrolled 
within the time expreſſſy required by the ſaid let- 
ters patent, in order to the validity thereof, ought 
not to have been admitted as legal voters at the 
laſt election. 


NUMBER 


5² | RADNOR TOWN. 
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e1NQUE PORTS. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Hp iS, name of Cinque Ports i 1s eine frog 

Quinque Portuus, five havens oppoſite to 
France, thus called by way of eminence, on ac- 
count of their ſuperior importance. Our kings 
have thought them worthy a peculiar regard; 
and, in order to ſecure them againſt invaſions, 
have granted them a particular form of govern- 
ment. They are under a keeper, who has the 
title of Lord. Warden of the Cinque Ports (an of- 
ficer firſt appointed by William the Conqueror), 
who has the authority of ag admiral among 
them, and iſſues out writs in his own name. | 


| Tu privileges anc iently annexed to theſe 
ports and their dependants, were, 
I. An exemption from all taxes and tolls, _ 


2 cm, PORTS, 


II. A power to oblige all that lived i in their 
Juriſdiction to plead in their courts, and to pu. 
iſh offenders in their own bounds; as alſo mur- 
derers, and fugitives from juſtice. 


III. A power to puniſh foreigners, as well as 
natives, for theft ; to have a pillory, and tumbrel 
or ä 


IV. A power to raiſe mounds or banks in any 
. den pg ph mtg : 


V. To appropriate to their own uſe all loſt | 
goods, and wandering cattle, if not claimed 
within a year and a 28900 


VI. To have © commons, and to be at liberty 
to cut down the trees n upon them. 


VII. To convert to their own uſe ſuch goods 
as they found floating on the ſea ; thoſe thrown 


A machine formerly uſed for the puniſhment of ſcolds 
and brawling women; as alſo for brewers. and bakers, who 
tranſgreſſed the laws, and were, in ſuch chair or tool, to be 
| Immerged in ſome inuddy or ſinking pond. What pity ſuch 
Aa machine ſhould be out of uſe in theſe days, when fo many 
| Fonhy wights daily aſpire to the honour! | | . 
; ou 


CINQUE PORTS. 8 3 
out ef ſhips in a ſtorm; and thoſe driven aſhore 
when no wreck or ſhip was to be ſeen. 


VL. To Kt . and to be 
allowed the franchiſes of court-leet and court- 


— 


IX. A power to aſſemble and keep a portmote, 
or parliament for the Cinque-Ports; to puniſh 
all infringers of their privileges ; make bye-laws, 
and hear all appeals from the inferior courts. - 


Ws Their barons to have the privilege of ſup- 
porting the canopy over the 2895 s head at his 
coronation. 


- In return for theſe privileges, the cinque. Ports 
were required to fit out fifty-ſeven ſhips, each 
manned” with twenty-one men and a boy, with 
which they were to attend the king's ſervice, for 
fifteen days, at their own expence; but if the 
ſtate of affairs required their aſſiſtance any longer, 
they were to be pu by the crown. 


Iris certain that the Cinque-Ports were, at a 
very remote period, endowed, by Royal Grant, 
| a 2 | with 


. 
N 
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with divers very valuable privileges and immu. 
nities, as a compenſation and remuneration for 
the ſhipping which they engaged to ſupply the 
Sovereign with, whenever he ſhould require it of 
them, and-for other public ſervices which Wh 


were bound to the performance of. 


As the exact time at which they were enfran- 
chiſed has never been, with any certainty, diſ- 
covered, they are held to enjoy all their ear- 
lieſt liberties · and privileges, as time out of. mind, 
by preſcription. Theſe were confirmed to the 
inhabitants of the Cinque'Ports, and their mem- 
bers, by Magna Charta, wherein they are ſtyled 
the barons of the Cinque ports; and again, by a 
general charter of Edward I. which, by in/pexi- 
mus, received confirmation, and ſometimes ad- 
ditions, from moſt of the kings and queens of 
this realm, till the time of Charles II. whoſe 
S charter is n 8 


"As the term baron occurs continually chrough- 


out all the charters of the Ports, it may not be 


improper to inform our readers, that it is of the 
ſame import as burgeſs or freeman. From the 
mode. in OO] it is uſed, there Is great reaſon 
to 
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to think, that every inhabitant of the Ports, con- 
tributing to their common expences, and other 
ſervices, - was a baron, that is, a freeman. In 
ſome of the oldeſt boroughs in the kingdom, 

wherein the lands were holden in ancient de- 
meſne, every inhabitant, who paid a rent to the 
crown, was intitled to the elective franchiſe; 

by analogy it ſhould ſeem probable, that the 
ſame rights formerly prevailed in the Ports, as 
to thoſe inhabitants who were aſſeſſed to the 
_ exigencies of the public. There are many other 
circumſtances which give great ſtrength to this 
ſuppoſition, which will be hereafter touched 


upon. | is bradeda 


Tux repreſentatives of the Ports in parliament 
are, to this day, ſtyled barons, becauſe they were 
formerly, as they {till ought to be, choſen from 
\ amongſt the inhabitants at large. The modern 
practice, however, is widely different; the no- 
minee of the treaſury is, in moſt of the Ports, 
the perſon who is returned, as a mere matter of 
courſe; ſcarcely any one of the ſixteen members 
of the Cinque Ports having the ſmalleſt connec- 
tion with, or being perſonally known in, the 
town which he repreſents, the only (but a yery | 

23 ſufficient 
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ſufficient it muſt be acknowledged) neceſſary 
introduction being the treaſury warrant. '' Lord 
Coke informs us, that the privileged Ports were 
at firſt but three; for, at the making of Doomſ- 
day Book, which was in the 14th year of the 

Conqueror, there are but three made mention 
of, viz. Dover, Sandwich, and Romney; it is 
certain that theſe three were enfranchiſed toge- 
ther by Edward the Confeſſor; and, on conſi- 
deration of certain ſervices to be performed by 
their ſhipping at ſea, and for ſome other conſi- 
derations, were exonerated from ſuch contribu- 
tions and burthens, as other towns were uſually 
charged with. 


Tux Ports of Haſtings and Hythe were added 
by the Conqueror, and endowed with equal pri- 
vileges and immunities. The number being now 
increaſed to five, they were ever after called the 
Cinque Ports; which appellation, being clearly 
of Norman, and not of Saxon original, is a ſtrong 
preſumptive proof that they had not attained to 
this number before the conqueſt ; however, this 
is a point that has been much controverted. 


Tux ancient towns of Winchelſea and Rye 
(as they are peculiarly called) were annexed be- 
5 fore 
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2 
fore the time of king John, and were denomi- 
nated nobiliora membra Quinque Portuum ; notwith- 
ſtanding which increaſe, the Cinque Ports ſtill 
retained their original appellation. _}; 


Taesz ſiſter towns of Rye and Winchelſea, 
are, in moſt books which treat on this ſubject, 
ſuppoſed to. be members of Haſtings; but this 
certainly is an error, and well accounted for. by 
Jeake, in his hiſtory of the charters of the Ports, 
which abounds with an infinity of valuable in- 
formation on this * 5 | 


| From the 1. they were firſt added, they 
have been conſidered and treated as original 
Ports, and as of equal rank and conſequence. 


Evzxy one of the Cinque Ports and ancient 
towns have ſome of the adjacent places belong- 
ing to, and incorporated with them, and, in a 
degree, ſubje@ reſpectively to their controul | 
and juriſdiction. They are called limbs or 
members, and aſſiſt their mother towns in 
raiſing the ſums of money at which they are 
aſſeſſed for the public ſervices, and in provid- 
ing the quota of ſhipping. 

SEAFORD, 
„ 


0 * 


Foun 13.. 


8 CINQUE PORTS. 


- SzarorD, which is a member of Haſtings, is 
the only one of theſe towns which has the privi- 
lege of ſending repreſentatives to parhament. In 
return for the very ample privileges and immu- 
nities with which the Ports were gifted, the ſer- 
vices done by them to the nation were origi- 


' nally great and important; as little lefs than the 
whole naval force of the kingdom was ſupplied 


by them in the time of emergency. Although 


- their utility to the public has long fince been 


wholly at an end, to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, for the time being, they are ſtill of 
the utmoſt conſequence, for to theſe towns he 


may look, with almoſt! abſolute certainty, for a 


conſtant ſupply of a band of ſixteen members, in 
the bigheſt ſtate of difcipline and obedience, 


and on whom a hint from the treaſury is ever 


produftive of che fame effekt, as the word of 
command on a troop of mercenary and | bireling 


| ſoldiers. 


+ 62; 501 5411 Tbs IV 
Tux chief officer of the Ports acciniling to 
lord Coke's ſecond Inſtitute, is called the War- 


den, or Keeper of the Cinque Ports, who is alſo 20 
| 2 thereof, and, org them, bath the ju- 


 miſdiftion 
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riſdiction of the admiralty, which is wholly ex- 
empt from the admiralty of England. This wars 
den, ſays that great judge, ought ever to be 
a man of great fidelity, wiſdom, courage, and 
experience; for that he hath the charge of the 
principal gates of the kingdom; he is alſo a 
conſtable of Dover Caſtle; which poſt, formerly 
conſidered of ſo much honour and conſequenee, 
is now Converted into a patent ſinecure place, 
for life; with a ſalary of 40001: a year, from the 
civil liſt annexed, which, with the old and cuſ- 

tomary fees and perquiſites, renders it, communi- 

bus amis, equal to about 60001. and i is one of 
thoſe good things, which that virtuous miniſter, | 
lord North (now Guilford), ſecured for bimſelf 
yhile i in power, thinking himſelf, no doubt, well 
intitled to it at the hands of the public, for the 
ſervices he had rendered this natjon, in n Ame 
rica, and * | | 


| err of che above ſinecure, there is 
ſtill appertaining to this office a very conſider. 
able and valuable patronage, thoygh certainly 
inferior to what it formerly was, particularly 
vith reſpett to parliamentary influence. | 


2 


Svcn 
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Sven was formerly the corruption, venality, 
and profligacy of the Cinque Ports, and ſath 
the arrogance of the lord wardens, that theſe 
officers adually aſſumed to themſelves the powex 
and right of nominating, as a matter of courſe, 
one of (and occafionally both) che repreſenta... 
tives of each borough town of the Ports. This 
uſurpation was quietly, ſubmitted to till the time 
of the revolution; the year after which, great 
event, a death-wound was given to this infamous 
 prafiice, by the pg an att, intitled, | 


An 48 ts declare the Right and Freedom if Eleftion 
of Members to ſerve in Parliament for * 
Crxoys Ponrs. 


« Wurrzas the election of members to ſerve 
in parliament ought to be free ; and whereas the 
late lord wardens of the Cinque Ports have pre- 
tended unto, and claimed as' of right, a power 
of nominating and recommending to each of the 
ſaid Cinque Ports, the two ancient towns, and 
their reſpective members, one perſon, whom they 
ought to elect to ſerve as a baron or member of 
- parliament for ſuch reſpective port, ancient town, 
or member, contrary to the ancient uſage, right, 


and freedom of elections. | 
6 „ 8 « BE 
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* gx it therefore declared and enacted, by the 
king's and queen's moſt excellent majeſties, by 
and with the advice and conſent of the lords 
ſpiritual and temporal, and commons, in this 
preſent parliament aſſembled, and by the au- 
thority of the fame, That all ſuch nominations. 


or recommendations were and are contrary to. . 


the laws and conſtitution of this realm, and ſor 
the future ſhall be ſo deemed and conftrued, and 
hereby are declared to have been, and are void, 
to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever ; any pre- 
tence to the n le Seger 


Tian ee uf". this- Wee des been i 
as to take away from the lord warden the pri- 
vilege of nominating one member for each town, 
and to veſt in the treaſury the power of retum- 
ing 5oib. The lord warden has ſtill remaining a 
ſmall parliamentary intereſt at Dover, where he 
can command about twenty-five votes, by means 
of places at his diſpoſal, in and about Dover 
Caſtle, and the other forts in that neighbourhood. 


Ir ſhould be obſerved, that the lord warden is 
the general returning officer of all the Ports ; and 
chat all parliamentary writs are directed to him, 


12 
in the ſame manner as to ſheriffs of counties; 
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upon which he iſſues his. precept for the election 

e en ftr e ET 2216s 24-71 
. Tur Cingue Forts) and ſuch of 5 . 
as ſend repreſentatives to parliament, are all in- 
corporated; the head officer, or chief magiſ- 
trate, being a mayor, . at ROT: where 
het is termed the bail. EY 


19263 s 


er eee 5 the en fs as Ports, 


the jurats in every corporation ſhould be in num- 


ber twelve, beſides the head officer, making, as it 


| were, a jury of juſtices : and, leſt length of time 


ſhould confirm and ſanction a groſs and a faſt 


Increaſing abuſe, we wiſh particularly to impreſs, 


that the bench of juſtices in all the Ports ought, 
by law, and by their charters, to conſiſt of a 


mayor or bailiff, and twelve jurats; particularly 


as at ſome of them (for inſtance, Romney and 
Winchelſea), it has of late years been — 
that the Proper number | is but ſix. | 


Two jurats and ben mayor compoſe a quorum, | 
for the adminiſtration of what is, locally, called 
juſtice, but which might, with much leſs impra- 
pliety: be ſtyled Sn It is Fw praQtice in 

4 | | moſt 


# 
- 
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molt of theſe towns to keep the number of i 


giſtrates as low as poſſible, ſcarcely in any in- 


ſtance exceeding four or five; the inducement 
to this is, that jurats, being of more conſequence 
than ordinary freemen, expect a larger portion 
of the ſeptennial produce of corruption and 
profligacy than ordinary freemen, and the fewer 


. there may be to divide theſe. /polia opima, the 


greater will be the ſhare of each individual. It 
is here material to obſerve, that it is competent 
to any individual whatever, at any time, to move 
the court of King's Bench for a mandamus, to 


compel thg head magiſtrate and jurats of any of 


the Ports, to complete their number of thirteen; 
which, whenever it is done; cauſes no little trou- 
ble and embarraſſment ; the firſt ſtep taken by 
Mr. Barham, when, previous to the laſt general 


elektion, he made an attack on the treaſury i in 
tereſt, under the management of Mr. Milward 


at Haſtings, was to compel him to fill up the 
bench of magiſtrates, then conſiſting of only ſix, 
to its proper quota of thirteen, . In order to ef. 
fect this, ſailors, ſmugglers, taylors, barbers, and 
the loweſt mechanics, (but not an individual of 


them i in any decent ſituation of life, and moſt of 
them got of ability to write their own names), 


were 


LY? 
-* cf 


.. 


5 
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_ were clothed with the ſacred robe of magiſ. 


Bur let not the reader ſuppoſe, that the jurats 


of the Cinque Ports have (generally ſpeaking) 
the ſmalleſt portion of that real conſequence which 
is derived from virtue, integrity, talents, or edu- 


cation, but merely that which muſt, of neceſſity, 


enſue to any one becoming a magiſtrate, and in- 


titled to a ſeat on the bench of juſtice; though 


taken from among the dregs of the people, and 
the meaneſt, moſt illiterate, and moſt corrupt of 


mankind. But this abuſe. becomes very ſerious 


and alarming, when we are told, that the power 
of theſe low, corrupt, and contemptible beings, 
of whom we are now treating, is not merely co- 
extenſive with, and ſimilar to, that of ordinary 


Juſtices of the peace, but reaches, in the fulleſt 


manner, to the lives, liberties, and property, of 


all thoſe who have the N to live within 


their juriſdiAion. 


How dreadful muſt be the reflection, that if 


any capital offence ſhould be committed, for in- 


ſtance, at Seaford, during the mayoralty of a 
perſon of the deſcription of either of thoſe im- 
maculate jurats, that ſuch a man ſhould preſide at 
i the 
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e tribunal, at which the perſon accuſed and 
fuſpefted would be tried for his life! 


Tnouen it may be peculiar to Seaford to 
have a preſiding magiſtrate exactly of this de- 
ſcription, yet, in moſt of the other towns, the 
mayors are generally. A low, N and 
neee, 


Lozp Cox tells us, that the juriſdiction of 
the Cinque Ports is general, and extends as well 
to perſonal actions, as real and mixt. That fines 
are levied, and recoveries ſuffered of lands, in 
the ſame manner as in the court of Common 
Pleas ; that they have cognizance of all offences 
and crimes, with the exception of high treaſon, 
and hold quarter ſeſſions; in fact, that the magiſ- 
trates of the Ports have the ſame power and au- 
thority as his majeſty's judges, acting by virtue 
of their ſeveral commiſſions of oyer and ter- 
miner, of the peace, and * n Ho de- 
livery. ente 


Fron a body of 8 of the . above 
given, the mayor is elected. Before the paſſing 
R ho ao Si 


» © > 


members 
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members of parliament (which the tnayors have 
in all the Cinque Ports) ſnall not be choſen twd 
years following each other, the ſame perſon was 
uſually continued in the office of mayor for a great 
length of time, and ſometimes i in a manner for 
life; the agent, or manager of the concerns of 
the treaſury, in each reſpective borough, was uni- 
verſally the perſon appointed to this office. That 
ſtatute, however, has, in reality, been productive 
of no conſiderable effect; the only alteration en- 
ſuing from which i is, that ſome very near rela- 
tion, or mere tool and dependant of the govern | 
ment officer, i is ; nominated, Cray allernate year to 
| fill this lation. 5 


10 bew chat this obſerration is correct, let 

* take a ſurvey of one of the ports. At Sea- 
| ford, Goldſmith and Chambers, brothers-in. 
law, were conſtantly alternate bailiffs till Gold- 
ſmith's death; it is now Harben and Cham- 
bers.—At Haſtings, the two Milwards, father 
and ſon, have. been the mayors theſe- many 
years; before Milward, jun. came of age, it was 
Mitward and Evitt, a cuſtom-· houſe officer, and 
relation of Milward's. —At Winchelſea, Martin 
ml Lamb, uncle and eee At Rye, Thomas 
o n (FAE! Lamb 
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Lamb and Thomas Lamb. jun- father and ſon. Az. 
Romney, Coates and Walter, brothers by marriage, 
At Hythe, generally o one of the ee e ane 


WII reſpeQ tothe Seki of wo Ports; it | 
ſeems highly probable; not only from the uni- 
form language of all the charters, and the notes 
of Jeake thereupon; but alſo from the proceedings 
and the evidence adduced in the trial of manda- 
mus, brought by Henry Moore “, againſt the 
mayor, jurats, and commonalty of Haſtint's, be- 
fore lord Hardwicke, in 1736; that the right to, 
and mode of, obtaining a freedom in any one of 
the Ports, was originally, univerſally, the ſame, 
notwithſtanding the very great difference which 
at this day prevails amongſt them in this reſpect, 
occaſioned either by fraud, colluſion, artifice, cor- 
ruption, or the oppoſite determinations of com- 
mittees of the houſe of commons. 


AE 1 yy 


pos the further information at our ds; 
particularly ſuch of them, as may be refident 
within the ports, and pay. ſcot and lot, and 
thereby certainly entitled to their freedom, we 
here 1225 the cuſtumal concerning the making 


11-1149, 8600 Appeadix, vol, X. State Tl.. 
Vo, III. * of 


18 og, forts; 


of freemen i in the Cinque Ports and es. 
bers; RPO | 


Tus mayors ld 3 jurats, the bailiff ha jurats, 
and the jurats, in every Cinque Port, and mem. 
ber of them, where the mayor and ban Auth 
have been of common election, have a power, in 
the prefence of the commonalty, to receive and 
_ I oy three different methods: 

PR 7 

aki By birttinickin the ſaid town . 
i his father ſhall have been and time of 
GE 4 bi (OR 


e, .- wenden, e. e ar, 


"a 15 By purchaſe, ede, or il. 


n 1 obſerved, that no man ſhalt 
enjoy the freedom of any - Port, or member 
thereof, until he has taken the oath which ought 
to be raken, * 3 that he. vill be, from, that day 
until the end. of his life, true and faithful to his 
? king of England and his heirs, and that he vill 
maintain, according to the beſt of his power, the 
ſtatutes and liberties of the Five Ports, and par- 
ticularly thoſe of that particular Fort or member 
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ways be obedient to the mayor and jurats, the 
| bailiff and jurats, and to the jurats (as the cafe 
may be); and that he will be always ready to 
perform, bear and pay, ſcot and lot, if they ſhalt | 
appear to be ordered for the common advantage 
of the place; in being armed in defending them 
ſelves againft the enemies of his lord the king, 
when he ſhall be commanded by the governors of 
the Port, or a member thereof; and that he will 
not hear any thing ſpoken to the diſadvantage 
of the aforeſaid freedom, or to the abuſe of the 
mayor, bailiff, and jurats, or any of them, in the 
town where he reſides, has acquaiuring them 
therewith. 

So help him God.” 


ART. 35. „Any perſon imending to obtain 
the freedom of the Five Ports by purchafe, muſt 
find four reſident ſureties, for his fulfilling alt 
and A Ge the rer N | 

en 0 « And if he mah * a * 
to che Ports, or an Engliſnman, born in parts 
beyond the feas, and ha ve lived with a good 
character and condition in any Port or mem- 

b 2 55 «+7. ma 


v. 


40 capi PORTS: 

ber thereof, and afterwards ſhall marry in the 
ſame Port or member thereof, and defire to 
obtain his freedom, he may become free by 
purchaſe, as has been ſaid above, i in all the free- 
dom of the Five Ports; with this proviſo, that he 
cannot vote at the · election of mayor, bailiff, 
jurat, or any other officer, nor be concerned in 
the councils and buſineſs of the commonalty, 
until he have the letter of our lord the king, ac- | 
a his, naturaliſed. 1 


Art. 37. C And the lord —.— of the Cinque 
Ports, or his locum tenens, may, once while in 
that office, make one foreigner, born beyond the 
| ſeas, free in every Port and member thereof, | 

according to the form of making freemen by 
purchaſe, without any ſine being paid to the 
commonalty, where this foreigner is reſident, 
excep} the fees of office which are uſual uw 
this occaſion. | 5 the 


_ Arr. 38. . And they who are, in all and 
ſingular the forms aforeſaid, made free in any 
Fort or member thereof, are entitled to their 
weden and ae in all * other Ports. 


Axx. 
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Ax. 39. © And no man ſhall be made free 
by purchaſe, until he has lived a year and one 


day in that Port or member, where | he aſks Cart 
ans &c. Kc.“ 7 


esd cuſtumal lord Hardwicke 0. fit to 
admit as good evidence, when trying a queſtion 
which related ſolely to Haſtings; but it is evi- 
dent; from the introduQory clauſe, Hic ſeguuntur 
conſuetudines Quinque Portuum & corum membra, that 
it by no means relates to that, any more than 
to any other of the Ports; it reſpe&s generally 
and equally all the Cinque Ports and their mem- 
bers. We have dwelt longer on this cuſtumal, 
28, if in future any queſtion ſhould ariſe as to 
the right of freedom, in any of the Ports, not 
ſhut up by the determination of committees of 
the houſe of commons, under the Grenville act, 
it may prove of the n! importance and con- 


f e 8 
| n 


b fon this day, 25 right to 8 elektive un- 
chiſe, by virtue of a freehold, is totally at an 

end at every place but Dover. Freedom, as a 
birthright, is allowed to all the ſons of freemen 
"at Dover, Sandwich and Hythe; at the other 
b 3 Ports 
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Ports the claim of the elder ſon alone js admitted 
to be valid; and even this has been very much 
narrowed of late years. At Haſtings and Rye, 
it is pretended, that the firſt-born ſon of a-free.. 

man (ſtriktly ſpeaking) born within the place, 
has a juſt title, and that a ſecond ſon,- upon the 
death of the elder brother, does not ſucceed to 
his right: and further, if a man, having had a 
ſon at any time; be admitted to his freedom, that 
no after-born fon of this man can have the claim 
of birthright, though the brother ſhould-chance 
to have died before the admiſſion of the father, 
At Romney, the. claim of the eldeſt ſon is ad- 
mitted to be good, provided he be born within 
the town; at Winchelſea, the claim of theieldeſt 
| eee nnn. 


Bur, in 1 wholly. to Rifle ſuch trouble- 
ſome claims, it is now the pratitice to admit ſuch 
people only to freedoms, by election or redemp- 
£7 tion, as are advanced in life ; ; old batchelors, or 
6 thoſe who, for ſenne reaſon or ae n 

bod to have daſh ame? At | 


7 


Boy: 0 ee e | 
ſary qualification, is poverty, which is conſidered 


| CINQUE. ron. f 23 
the aber and diredtion of the luperivr power 


H 

A FREEDOM ofa a Clowns Port A; is 1 
conſidered as entitling the poſſeſſor to a provi- 
ſion of ſome. ſort, which is generally furniſhed 
at the expence of the nation; and, in order 
thereto, in every one of the Cinque Ports, as a 
mere matter of courſe, there i is a very large cuſ- 
tom-houſe eſtabliſhment. . Belides the ordinary 
ſervants and retainers to a cuſtom-houſe, there 
are uſually five or ſix riding-officers, a cuſtom- 
houſe boat, among the crew of which. if there be 
A ſingle. ſailor, it, is. an extraordinary. circum- 
ſtance; but they muſt all of neceſlity be free- 
men; at three or four of the towns cuſtom- 
houſe cutters are ſtationed, phmipally to cruiſe 
againſt the ſmugglers, but really 10 make pro- 
viſion Dr the friends of the miniſter ; the whole 
body of officers are freemen of 'courſe. As 
the ſalaries. of the captains and higher offi- 
cers are very conſiderable, they have uſyally, 
according to the profits, one, to, ar three, of 

the lower claſs quartered on them, who are 
called Riders; which praQtice is very general as 
to all the other ſuperior places. One very great 
b 4 conyenience 


Tz 
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convenience reſults from this; for, although G0 


principal is diſqualified from voting by - Mr, 


Crewe's bill, yet the oo may give oy you az 
if really e Finden 
mee enen 5) 7 0-08 FW O61 20 Yao 
Ar Almoſt an we phi, forts and batteries, 
have of late Years been built, with no view what. 
ever of defence,” or of oppoſing an enemy, but 


len for the purpoſe of furniſhing three or four 


ſnug! Gnecure places in aac Port, CLLR 
29 2 V oft. 72) 8H; ©) 2 06 ! #253 5 * 1 111 1 9 0 Jy ) 
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Wenn 22 
"Fla exciſe and poſt"offices have” at leaſt their 
20 


* 


ue Proportion tt officers i in each of the Cinque 


= id +*2'] 


orts ; ; but, a as Mr. Crewe” $ bill bas diſqualified 


—_ 


the aNual holders « of Places, it bas become ne- 


ens 


1 


mer number; this OTE: has | principally con- 
"Liſted of the near "relations and dependants of the 


& 3A. $5] 1's „ 1 N. IG: 6 't \- 1 * 


former freemen. | 


fellary to make ſome ſmall addition to the for- 


* 
"Io 
0 


n common fi mode of n the toyer 


: "ai of freemen to heir good behaviour, is, by 


lending them ſmall ſums of money on bond, 
Which, fo long as they conduct themſelves to the 
fatisfaction of their ene are never enforced, 


T1991 1 155% 46 iy 
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I x the year 1685, when Charles II. was me- 
ditating the deſtruction of every chartered and 
corporate body in the kingdom, by the king's 
ſpecial command, all the general charters of the 
Ports, and moſt of the private charters of each 
particular town, were ſurrendered up to Colonel 
Strode, the governor of Dayer "Caſtle, which 
were never after returned. Many of the cuf- 
tumals of the Port towns have of late years been 
purpoſely deſtroyed, or put out of the way; as 
they would otherwiſe have clearly ſhewn {if ſuf- 
fered to be brought into day) that, in almoſt all 
of them, their preſent. government. is a direct 
violation of, and a groſs and ſcandalous uſurpa- 
tion upon, their original and real conſtitutions; 
that the greater part of the inhabitants are de- 
frauded and cheated out of their juſt rights; and 
that the privileges of the many are bartered 
away, to enable a corrupt and profligate junto, 
in each place, to prey upon the vitals of the puh. 
ſie. and „ on its ſpoil, 


Or the deſtructien "uh en on W 
ye ſhall ſay more, when we treat of each place 


ee, f 
Tua 
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Tux firſt returns of members of parliament 
for the Cinque Ports (Seaford excepted, which 
was never originally conſidered as a member of 
any of the five, viz. Haſtings, Dover, Sandwich, 
Hythe, and Romney), was, anno 42 Edward III. 
Haſtings, Rye, Winchelſea, and Seaford, are in 
the county of Suffex ; and the other four, viz. 
-Dover, Sandwich, n. and ee are in 
de e re TILE 

Have this: given the ae aa ſammary 
Pin of the Cinque Ports in general, ve pro- 
ceed to treat more particularly of che peculiar 
corruption and 'mal-praftices prevailing in each 
place individually; but before we enter upon 
this hiſtory, it may not be improper to inform 
our readers, that the author having reſided for a 
conſiderable length of time among the Suſſex 
Ports, and having been indefatignble in his en- 
quiries into their abuſes, he is enabled, from his 
own perſonal obſervation, to enter more minutely 
into the practices of corruption in ou Pace 
e ec en oo 
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Berroke the paſting of Mr. Crewe's bil, 
the appointment of the repreſentative: in parlia- 
ment for this town was wholly,in the Treaſury ; 
the number of voters was uſually about twenty, 
the whole of whom, had places under, or were 
otherwiſe provided, for, by government. The 
management and conduct of this faithful, and 
well-diſciplined corps 'of treaſury, auxiliaries, 
was, for a long ſeries of years, veſted in Mr. 
Collier, who, in this ſituation, acquired a very 
princely fortune, whereby he was enabled to 
provide for five co-heireſſes, his daughters, in a 
very handſome manner. Upon his death, Mr. 
Edward Milward (who had married a Miſs 
Collier) ſucceeded to this poſt of agent to the 
treaſury, and, by way of compenſation for the 
proper diſcharge of his election duties, was ap- 
pointed to the very lucrative office of ſurveyur 
general of the riding officers; from which poſt, 

about five years ago, he was removed by the 


board 


*. 
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board of cuſtoms, notwithſtanding the whole 


| Intereſt and influence of the treaſury was exerted 


to prevent his being diſplaced, FER 
THrar this oppoſition, between two ſuch great 
powers may not appear ſtrange to our readers, 
we think it neceflary to inform them, that at this 
time the board of cuſtoms (owing to a change i in 
adminiſtration) were in oppoſition to the lords of 
'the treaſury; moſt of the commiſſioners; having 
been appointed under former adminiſtrations, 
felt no very great affeQion for the preſent. Mi. 


Henry Pelham, and Mr. Papillon, however, hav- 
ing ſince been prevailed on to retire, the rreaſuty 
have 1 now regained th the favourable fra of flac 
b office, , ee 


Tale loſs' was, however, made up to Milward, 


| by the appointment of his ſon to the office of de- 
puty comptroller of exciſe, who, on coming of 
d ge, was made a jurat; but it was judged expe- 

| dient to unite, alſo, in his perſon, i in addition, the 
more lucrative office of town clerk ; ; accordingly, 
Mr. Thatcher, the old town clerk, Was turned 
out of his place, to make room for this young 
9 gentleman.” A trial in the c court of King's Bench, 


between 
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between theſe two competitors for office, was 
the-conſequence; when. it was determined *, that 
a jurat of the corporation of Haſtings might be 
elected town clerk; but that the two offices 
are incompatible, and that the acceptance of the 
latter, though an inferior office, will vacate the 
former.—He has - ſince reſigned the office of 
town clerk, on getting his more valuable place 
in the exciſe, and is now again a jurat ; theſe 
two places, it is preſumed, not 8 2 | 
| patible. | 


Ir would be very difficult to pronounce whe- 
ther, at this time, the treaſury; or Mr. Milward's 
intereſt in this borough, be the ſuperior ; in- 
deed, this point is not likely to be brought to 2 


very ſpetdy determination, as this gentleman 


invariably ſides with the miniſter for the time 
being, whoſe appointees he returns to parlia- 
ment upon very moderate terms and conditions, 
without making any inquiry as to their capacity, 
or fitneſs. for that ſituation. In fact, the only 
indiſpenſible requiſite i is, an ability and diſpoſi- 
tion to ſay yea and nay, according to the man- 
date of the miniſter. a 


Fit Term Reports, Durnſord and Eaſt. | a | 


— 
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Ar preſent, the whole patronage of govern. 
ment, in this place, is in the hands of Mr. Mil- 
ward, who diſpoſes of the various places as he 
imagines will be moſt conducive'to the common 
Intereſt of himſelf and the treaſury. Since Mr. 
Crewe's bill, it has been neceſſary to keep up a 
certain number of freemen (juſt enough to go 
through the farce, and to perform the various 
ceremonies, of an election) who do not often. 
| fibly hold any place or poſt under government. 
Theſe, however, do not go unprovided for; 
they are, as of courſe, quartered on ſuch of their 
brother freemen as are in poſſeſſion of the more 
lucrative ſituations ;_ others, rather than loſe 
their franchiſes by. the operation of that bill, 
have given up their places to their ſons, and 
other near relations; by which meaſure the free- 
man preſerves his vote, and the treaſury its in- 


Wrarzvzr perſonal intereſt Mr. Milward 
may have at this place, apart from, and inde- 
pendent of, the treaſury, is obtained and. pre- 

ſerved, by lending fmall .ſums. of money, on 
bond, to the more indigent freemen; which ob- 
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as they are, as eleQtors, in a ſtate of paſſive 
obedience and non- reſiſtance; but if, at any 
time, they ſhould venture to give the ſmalleſt 
indication of an inclination to an independence 
of opinion and ſentiment, a payment of their 
debts is required, and a priſon the certain . 
quence of the ſmalleſt delay. 


Is a conteſted election, between colonel 
Beaumont and Mr. Grey, in 1689, the number 
of voters polled, was 67; in 1698, between Mr. 
Auſten and Mr. Gott, 70. In 1690, a petition 
of Robert Munns, Eſq. was delivered to the 
houſe of commons, ſhewing, that the petitioner 
was duly elected one of the barons of this port, 
and ought to have been returned; but John 
Beaumont, Eſq. governor of Dover Caſtle, wha 
' pretended to have a power over the ſeveral 
Cinque Ports, wrote ſeveral mandatory letters 
to the mayors, and returning officers of the 
Cinque Ports, requiring them not to engage their 
votes for any particular perſon, for that his ma- 
jeſty would recommend to them fuch perſons as 
he ſhould think convenient for them to chooſe 'P 
and, by feveral menaces and threats, procured 5 
a majority of the ele tors to vote for him to ſerve 
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in parliament for the Port of Haſtings, and pre- 
vailed on the mayor to return him, though not 
legally elected, to the prejudice of the peti- 
tioner ; which petition. was referred to a com- 
e to report upon, 1 


Sie W. e no comment on the above, but 
leave the reader to form his judgment of ihe pu- 
rity of this borough from a naked ſtatement 
of facts; and we will venture to aſſert, fince the 
time of this petition, that it is in. ho way amend- 
ed; but this by way of ſample. From the evi- 
ö dence, on the trial of the mandamus, brought 
by H. Moore, againſt the mayor and jurats of 
| this:town, it appears, that the right to the elec- 
| tive franchiſe in this place, according to its 
- true conſtitution, and according to 1 1 
i * . is as follows: - Ne 
} 
Ix 4708. a writ of 1 was anche by 
Henry Moore, io require the mayor, jurats, and 
53 commonalty of the town and Port of Haſtings, to 
| admit him into the place and office of one of the 
freemen of that town; and the writ, ſets forth, 
: that he is the eldeſt ſon of a freeman, born wich- 
in the town, after the admiſſion and ſwearing of 
2 e his 
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His father into the place and office of one of the 
freemen of the ſaid'town and Port; and that he 
Has a right, in reſpect thereof, and alſo upon 
paying a reaſonable fine, to be admitted into the 
place and office of one of the < freemth of the ſaid. 
town n and Port. | 


* ae 2 
At 


Tuz above was the 1 matter at iſſue for the 


7 


| Sgt an ond. * * 
jury: * a7. 
» 4 * 
1 „ 5 3 * 
* 


| 185 Hizpwrcke, who was then the lord | 
chief juſtice of the court of king's bench, in 
_—_— up the evidence, ſaid to 11 jury 


* T4 
11 1 {f , 7 
* 


4 Tur point infifted o on by che x 8 ebe coun- 
ſel, and the firſt thing produced, to be conſidered 
by you, is a book, in which is an ancient entry 
of the cuſtumal of the Five Ports and their mem 
bers, the time whereof the memory of man is not 
to the contrary: | 

t© Taz evidence relied on for ihe plaintiff is 

this, concerning the making of freemen, &c. 
16 HA: ** 


9 7 
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« AFTER reading theſe entries, the counſel 
for the defendants objeRted, that this was not a 
particular cuſtumal of Haſtings, and therefore 
not ſo concluſive. But Haſtings, in the man- 
damus, is ſaid to be one ofthe Five Ports. © They 
© have given evidence of three different ſpecies 
of perſons admitted under this right.” 


« Taz firſt is, where perſons were admitted 
as eldeſt ſons of freemen, born within the bo- 
rough, and after the ſwearing and 3 of 

the Saber 


„Tun next is where admiſiion:has been of 

eldeſt ſons, born within the borough, but it does 

not appear, whether before or after the admiſ- 
ſion of the father. And, 


. THE third ſpecies of perſons, who were ad- 
mitted as the ſons of freemen in general; but 
they have not ſhewn that they were born in the 
dan. or alter the father 8 freedom. | 


« Fox the "WER EY the gentlemen on the 
other ſide inſiſt, there is no right at all to free- 
doms in this borou gh; but that all admiſſions de- 

es 1 | ks pend 
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pend upon the will and pleaſure of the mayor 
and jurats z that they may admit or refuſe, a 
ſtranger or a ſon, uſt as they pleaſe, And they | 
inſiſt, that if there be ſuch a right, that it is re- 
ſtrained by theſe two qualification, of being born 
in the town, and after * 
ſion of the father. 


7 AnD nent qualification inſiſted on. by 
the defendants is, that he ſhould, be reſiant with- 
in the borough. 8 

a GENTLEMEN, the matter of. law which will 
ariſe, if you are of opinion that; there 1s ſuch a 
cuſtom, will be, whether the fine be a reaſonable 
fine, as the plaintiff has laid it, or whether this 
is a certain fine of 6s. 8d.? 


_- 


« TaF-+firſt evidence that has been produced 
for the defendants, is an old book, in which there 
are entries of an old cuſtumal, and a bye-law, 
dated the 12th of April, 15 Elizabeth, by which 
it is decreed, © That if any freeman, now, 
or at any. time hereafter, an inhabitant of this | 
« town, fhall depart or dwell out of the town, 
7 by the ſpace of a year and a day, he or they, 

5 c 2 : «lo 
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« ſo dwelling out of the town, ſhall loſe bis or 
« their freedom for ever.“ I own 1 do not 
know ſo extraordinary a cuſtom any where, for 
a man to have a right to be admitted a freeman 
Who was not reſident, and yet the corporation 
could disfranchiſe a man for non- reſidence. 


„1 1 18 


Bur this bye-law vill not be of much weight 
one way or the other. It only ſhews the act of the 


corporation, to disfranchiſe any er that goes 
out of the borough. 


« Turv have alſo produced, for- the defen- 
dants, another book, in which; they fay, is con- 
tained the uſage of Haſtings, time out of mind, 


and they have read out of it an entry, in old 


French; the purport of which is, * That if a fo- 
« reigner reſides in Haſtings a year and a day, 
he may come before the bailiff and jurats, and 
« be admitted to the freedom, upon taking an 
« g0ath.” The witneſs who read this, ſwore, that 


| there was no other evidence in the Book, relat- 
ing to the making of freemen. h 27 If 


A Tinu read this to ſhew, that there is no right 
of freedom at all in this borough, if a ſtranger, 
who 
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who has lived in the town à year and a day, may 
come before the bailiff and jurats, and they may: 
admit _ _ ar an oath, 


0 Tax next . the PROT BAN 
duced, is from entries of admiſſion of the ſons - 
of freemen; without mentioning that they were 
either eldeſt or youngeſt ſons ; and they only 
ſhew, that the fact is, that other ſons, as well as 
eldeſt Us have been admitted for a fine, of 
6s. 8d 

12 « Ip wil 5 proper, e e ts you, . 
men, to conſider, 

10 „ Flxsr, If you baliove, 0 on the evidence, that. 
there is no right in the ſon of any freeman to 
demand his freedom of the mayor and jurats, but 
that all depends on their pleaſure ; but, if you 
believe that there is a right in the ſon of a free- 
man, and that the mayor and jurats cannot deny 
him his freedom, then you will conſider, whether 
the two qualifications, of being born in the 
borough, after the freedom of ny father, are 
weren d or no,? 


Ne « To. 


HAS TINOS. x; 
Ir you believe they are not neceſfiry, but 
that, whether he be born in or out of the bo. 
rough, or before or after he was made free, 
. makes no difference; in that _ ces muſt find 
. the defendants. 

* Bur if you believe a Hg in the fons of 
freemen, and that being born in the borough, 
and after the father's freedom, are eſſential, then 
you will conſider the matter of refiance, 


25 


« AND, if you believe reſiance not neceſſary, 
nn you muſt find a verdi& for the PRO. 


gur, on the other 80 if you believe being 
born in the borough, and after the father's free- 
dom, are not neceſfary; or, if neceſſary, that it 
is equally neceſſary that the perſons ſhould be 
reſiant, then you muſt find a verditt for the de- 
fendants.” | 


_ Vernier for the plaintiff. 


Fou. © We find that the eldeſt ſon of 
a freeman, born within the borough after his 


father's Bu has a ** 8 5 
Lon 


— 
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Loans HarDwrekt. © What do you find as 
to the commorancy ?” ? | 
| FoxreMan. © My lord, we find reſidence no 
neceſſary ; and that the eldeſt ſon, born within 
the borough after his father's freedom, has a 
right, upon paying a cuſtomary fine.” | 


Lorp HARDWICKE. What do you find the 
fine ?” . 7 


| 


FoREMAN. cc We find the fine to be 6s. 6, 
and that that is reaſonable.” þ Ba 


Lord Harpwicke. That point of the rea- 
ſonable fine muſt be ſaved for the opinion 
of the court, and let the poſiea ſtay.” 


WI ſhould here obſerve, that Moore was com- 
pletely ſucceſsful upon this occaſion. It is true, 
that he claimed his freedom merely as am eldeſt | 
ſon z but the ſame evidence by which he avaited 
himſelf, went the full length of eſtabliſhing the 
right of every other ſon of a freeman to his 
be” freedom. 
7 Rs Tux 
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Tux verdiQ, given by the jury upon this oc- 
caſion, came under the review. of the court of 
king's-bench, as appears from Strange's Re- 
ports, 1070, which, after ſolemn argument, was 


confirmed by the unanimous determination and 
ſantion of the en 


Wr with; in a very particular manner, to draw 
the attention of the reader.to this very important 
trial, as it not only clearly and ſatisfactorily de- 
monſtrates what was originally, and what ought 
ſtill to be, the conſtitution of Haſtings, but throws 
great light upon the true conſtitution of the reſt 
of the Cinque Ports, notwithſtanding the uſur- 
pations and: corruptions which, in theſe latter 
days, prevail, more or leſs, in all of them. 


In the courſe of the Seaford conteſts, it be- 
came important to ſome of the parties to inſpe@ 
this cuſtumal ; and a rule was accordingly ob- 
tained from the court of king's bench for that 
purpoſe; but lo! it was miſſing, and not to be 
found ! Through fear that ſome ſuture: claimant 
of a freedom ſhould attempt to acccompliſh and 
7 what Moore left undone, it was thought 


Siem 
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expedient. to commit this highly important and 
venerable record to the flames. But, notwith+ 
ſtanding this deſtruftion of it by fire, we con- 
gratulate the public, that the moſt material and 
conſequental part of it has been preſerved in the 
State Trials, by reaſon of the mandamus brought 
by Moore. Of which cuſtumal Jeake make 
mention, page 35 and 123, 5M | 


By the laſt determination of the houſe of com- 
mons, which took place in the year 1698, it ap- 
pears, that the right of election of members of 
parliament for the Port of Haſtings, is in the 
mayor, jurats, and freemen, reſident, and not 
receiving; alms. But here ariſes a very impor. 
rant queſtion, which is, who. are entitled to be 
freemen ? Mr. Milward contends, that only the 
firſt born ſon of a freeman, and ſuch as are an- 
nually nominated by the mayor; we have very 
little ſcruple to ſay, that if this queſtion ſhould 
ever be fairly- brought before an impartial 
committee of the houſe of commons, we have 
no doubt but that the determination would be, 
that the- right of freedom is according to the 
cuſtumal above ſet out. | 


GOVERN 
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— have at this place a cuſtom. 
houſe ; a cuſtom-houſe boat, under pretence of 
watching the ſmugglers, the crew of which are all 
landmen, but taken from amongſt the freemen ; 
an Ordnance fort, of no utility whatever; and 
an eftabliſhment of twelve riding officers; be- 
_ des the uſual retainers ares the exciſe and of the 


poſt . 


A COMPLAINT vas exhibited to the commiſ- 
fioners of the cuſtoms againſt the patrons of this 
borough, by the town-clerk, in 1789, for quar- 
tering freemen, at five, ten, and twenty pounds 
a year each, upon the revenue officers of this 
port; in which complaint were ſpecifically men- 
tioned the names of Bevins, Hide, Meadow, 
Bourne, and others, who had paid ſuch ſums. A 
copy of this memorial is now in our hands, which 
ve will take good care of, as it may hereafier, 
in common with ſimilar proofs in our 7 
be a ſubject of. more ſerious enquiry. 


| WIN 8 omit to add, that it was ia con- 
| ſequence of this complaint, that the elder Mr. 

Milward was deprived of, his place of ſurveyor- 
general of the riding officers by the board of 


cuſtoms. 


A LIST 


N (6 


4 ; 

OF THE WHOLE BODY OF ELECTORS 
or HASTING $, 

t 22 the twenty- fifth day of April, 17925 


many of whom have ſmall places in the Cuſtoms, 
Exciſe, and Ordnance, which it is A to 


pF. 


MAYOR, 25068 
Mr. Edward Milward. 
DEPUTY MAYOR, 
Mr. Edward Milward; Deputy Controller of 
Exciſe, refides in London. 


Iun Ars. | 


t Rev. William Hicks Coppard. 

Thomas Evitt, collector of the cuſtoms. 

John Stevens, officer of ditto. 

John, Thatcher, a. ſuperannuated officer. 

John Crouch, ditto, 

Thomas Crouch, 
Lovell Crouch. 


John 
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| John Goldſ worthy Shorter. 
Walter Crouch. 
William Polhill. 


r | 17 
＋ John Sargent. | | 
Honourable General James Murray, Milward's 

brother-in-law and friend. 2 pf 

Nobert Mean, f ſen. a Wannen boat-of 
cer. | 

William Lintott. 

I Henry Sargent... / 
Thomas Morfee, relation 3 Milward, 
John Thatcher. 2 

+ Rev, William Coppant. 

William Scrivens, tenant of Milward. 
Alexander Godfrey, a priſoner in the king's 
bench, at the ſuit of Milwarxd. 

John Weatherman. 

Robert Thatcher, a ang nen of the cuſ- 
toms. 8 | 
Joſeph Edwards. 

Robert Meadow, jun. 

Edward Evitt, purſer of the Leopard man of 
war, now lying at Wool wich. * 

John Williams. ee l 

John Hide. ö ht vt 
| | | Spencer 


_ nASr1NGE, 2s 
Spencer Kent. CEL; Lin wle ici eld des 


. urs 4m 10/4/2907 19h 
- Richard Ball. 390 ; inn oil ni 5 55 


| Thomas Mannington. zel NG) 2547 
Nathaniel Crouch, a 1 % 
Richard Edwards, ſen. abc; Be! 1 164 

/ Thoins Hides) 00 t lnow me v2; 

'ThomairGolllegict It 77 er 
Robert Ball. Y Jo p :mud 277-31 26d 
I Stephen Penight. 5d xn trons II . di 
Charles Stevens Crouch. 

Benjamin Boſſom. ... 

Richard Edwards, jun. 


John Williams, jun. 


Thoſe ith this mark t. are in enen to Milward; bat 
the numerous e are all his — 
AxeikNr Srarz. 5 

Hidrixvs's is ſuppoſed to have aerives? its 
name from one Haſtings, a Daniſh pirate, 
who built a ſmall fort on his landing here, 
in order to cover his men, and ſecure his 
retreat, after he had pillaged the country. Itis 
one of the chief of the Cinque Ports, and is ſo 
ancient, that in the year 294 it had a mint. 
Here it was that William the Conqueror muſter- 

| ed 


\ 
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ed his army, after he had burnt his ſhips, being 
determined, as ſome have ſaid, to conquer or 
periſh in the attempt ; but. others ſuppoſe it 
was done, that he might not be obliged to di- 
vide his army, which muſt have been the caſe, 
had he preſerved his ſhips. This port had char. 
ters from Edward the Confeffor, William 1. 
Hen. II. Rich. I. Hen. III. Edw. I. and Char, II. 
but it was burnt by the French in the reign of 
Rich. II. after having been plundered by them. 


Tux harbour of Haſtings, which was former. 
ly famous, and from which the town was obliged 
to furniſh the king with twenty ſhips for any na- 
val expedition, is now a poor road for ſmall veſ- 
ſels, it having been ruined by the ſtorms which, 
from time to time, have been ſo fatal to the 
neighbouring ports of Rye and Winchelſea; and 
it ſtill continues a very indifferent ane, though 
great ſums have been laid out in n order to reco- 
ver it. 


CoxroxATTON. 


Bx eee ee Elizabeth, it conſiſts 
of a: mayor, recorder, and twelve jurats, The 
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corporation is exempted from toll, and has the - 
power of holding courts of judicature in capital | 
caſes. 

- Ricur or ELECTION. | 
1698, zoth January. Is in the mayor, jurats, 
and freemen, reſident and not receiving alms, 
 NouMBER or VOTERS, 
Twelye, 

: RerTunnING orricek; 5 

The Mayor. 

Paro. 


The Treaſury. 


DOVER. 


n | 
| 3 * 7 | 
on 8 in. 0 v E R. - "a 


Poiereas CHARACTER. 


Trrs town. is properly called the capital of the 
: Cinque Ports, and ſtands in nearly the ſame 
ſituation, with reſpect to. the others, as the chief 
town of a county does with thoſe of leſs note ; 


the lord warden's court being held here, and the 
dane being uſed as the priſon of all * Ports. 


Tus right of freedom is the ſame han as de- 
ſcribed in the cuſtumal of Haſtings, with the 
addition of its extending to the huſbands of free- 
men's daughters, as well as to the ſons of freemen; 
frecholders are alſo entitled to the elective franchiſe 

in this place; which privilege is at this day re- 
tained here only; at the other ports it has long 
ſince, by corrupt contrivances and prattices, been 
. ſtifled. The number of voters being upwards of 
' twelve hundred, they cannot all be provided for out 
of ſinecure places, and revenue officers, as in moſt 
of the other Ports; nevertheleſs, government ob- 
tains ſuch a degree of influence from the cuſ- 
tom-houſe, packet- boats, military and naval ap- 
pointments, &c. as always to nominate one of 


the members ; the other is uſually a gentleman 
in oppoſition. . 2 
4 | MR: 


— 


DOVeRr - i - 

Mz: Tazvanion, who was firſt introduced to 
the electors of this town by the celebrated Charles 
Churchill; in the days of Mr. Wilkes's popula- 
rity, has continued in his fituation as member 
for this port, in oppoſition to all the influence of 
ſucceeding adminiſtrations (with only one excep- 
tion, Which was rp cy ah the: Ne- 
lane Anett cee | #4 FiO, 


5 1 nb ne png of infinitely more 
importance than at preſent, the caſtle having 
been conſidered as the key to the kingdom. In 
its proſpexity it had twenty-one wards; each of 
vhich furniſhed a ſhip for the ſervice of the na- 
tion; and maintained it forty days, at the expence 
of the inhabitants. It had likewiſe ſeven chur- 
ches, though there are now only two remaining. 
I is ſtill, however, a large town, and not like the 
decayed villages of Winchelſea' and Seaſord, a 
burleſque upon the e de ee me} af 
dictal poers: | | 


Ancient Saws, „ 

Doyzs, which is fituated ten miles to the 
ſouth-eaſt of Deal, is ſuppoſed to derive its name 
from Difyrrha, which, in the Britiſh tongue, 


fguiies a ſteep place, whence it was calted- by 
Vorl. III. d the 
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the Saxons Dofra, and by Antoninus, in 'his 
Itinerary, Dubris. It ſtands in a great valley, 
under a range of chalky cliffs, which form 4 kind 
of bay or harbour, the only place about this! coaſt 
n i nnn within ep 
nap pier, which forme the wade + of Dover, 
on which king Henry VIII expended” 80,0001: 
was begun in the year 1533. The harbour, 
- which has ſince been' repaifed and altered, till it 
was brought to its preſent ſtate, "has for its ſup- 
port certain cuſtomary duties on all goods ex- 
ported or imported. On che ſummit of the 
cliff are the remains of a eaſtle, ſaid to have 
been begun by Julius Ceſar, and 'finiſhed"by 
Claudius, the walls of which ate Nil” landing, 
though” moſt of che works are deſtrohed. This 
caſtle was taken by William the Conqueror in 
1067 ; and, on its being beſieged by king Ste- 
phen's queen, the governor ſurrendered it. An 
1228, it was delivered up to Philip, earl of Flan! 
ders; but after his departure king Henry III. 
_ it to Hubert de 1228 carl of Kent. 


2 711 1 


Warn the lord warden is well with govern-- 
ment, both the members of this rown are mini- 


' F. . 
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ſterialiſts; but wheneyer (as at this time) that 
great officer chances to be in oppoſition, the 
admiralty does not affect to control more than 
one of the ſeats, owing to the freemen being 
more numerous here than at the other Ports. 
| Though the 'maſs of government influence is 
enormous, this place cannot be conſidered as in a 
complete ſtate of ſubjugation to miniſtry. We 
ſhall content ourſelves, therefore, with ſtating a 


part only of the patronage of government. Here 


are ſix regular packets, beſides bye-boats,'the of- 
ficers and crew of which are all voters; two cuſ- 


tom - houſe cutters, three cuſtom-houſe boats, and 


two ſmall veſſels, called hovelers or liggers; a 
cuſtom-houſe, with a- very numerous train of re- 
tainers; ten riding « officers; the caſtle; and two 
forts. The harbour with an income of 10,000 J. 
a year, which from the bęginnipg was, and till 
is, a mere job, An immenſe extent of fortifica- 
tion, which the maſter general of the ordnance 


is erecting, for no other purpoſe than that of 


. che hop of "government 


WR place was, 2 the Engliſh as well as 


foreigners, called the Lock and Key of England. 
and was of ſuch importance, that, when the Dau- 


80 d 2 phin 
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phin of France, vas aſſiſting king John againſ} 
che barons, che French king, enquiring where 
his ſon, was, and being anſwered, at Stamford 1 
he replied, what! bas he not got. Dover caſtle? 
when being anſwered in the negative,“ Then, 
* ſaid he, hy the arm of. St, James, my ſon, bas 
« not one foet in England,” This noble, and 
memorable. fortreſs, - which, has. fro. times 
os ſaved the kingdom. from cqnqueſt or f. ſlavery, is 

"gy; became . e er W . 

11 time 5 peace, the 8 paſſ ng 
between this town, and Calais 4 in France, are ſta- 
tioned here; and here the loxd warden of the 
Cinque Potts is ſworn into bis office. He can at 


this ee command abgyt 300 votes. 
1 Sn 2 : af 
| ana 10 9 1 |: 
IF) u gantrigd by ehen. 10 
thiry-fx nen ele. 
A 2 *. 49 „aer! 33% 
Your ox ELEcT10N. 


1623, 24 March. Is in the freemen, and free 
burgeſſes, inhabitants of Doyer, Every fon of a 
2 eee 

5 daughter, 


b O A. 53 
dhaghter, | is entitled to his freedom, as is s every 
frecholder within the juriſdiction of the corpora- 
tion; beſides all thoſe who are made free by re- 
demption, gift; or purchaſe. We muſt here ob- 
ſerve, that this is the only one of the Ports that 
has preſerved any traces of its true conſtitution. 
We are, however, of opinion; that by a ſpirited 
exertion; the rights of the inhabitants might ſtilt 
e Ee AM 


- 1170; 12 Mich; That the n ll 
freemen, as well as the inhabitant freemen, and 
tree burgeſſes of the town and e e i 
c Ayes ne e 05 


by Nola: of voters 
AvVadins: to the poll aw the laſt general 


| election, pas to be about twelve geen 
ö VEE 
e Omicin | 


The Mayoi. devs 


PAR | 

s admiralty; of one feat; idee as to 

the other. Mr. Peter Fector has che beſt intereſt 

of any individual in chis place, always ſiding 
with GENES | 
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; Trus i is the only Cinque Port, except Dover 
which has the leaſt claim to independence, and 

that ariſes from the extenſive number of its elec- 
tors. Sandwich, which has for many years 
been ranked as an admiralty borough, from the 
influence of innumerable places, and the dou- 
ceurs which the voters hold under the patronage | 
of that board, has been generallfrepreſented by 
two members of their nomination; but, at the 
laſt election, Sir Horace Mann, who reſides in the 
neighbourhood, having the largeſt K entiſti eſtate 
of any man in the county, and is ſo much re- 
ſpected for his hoſpitality and convivial talents, 
that no other perſon would have ſtood the ſmalleſt 
chance of ſucceſs in oppoſition to government, 
became a candidate on his own intereſt, iti op- 
poſition to lord Parker, comptroller of the 
houſehold, (who was ſupported by government, 
in conjunction with Mr. Stephens, ſecretary to 
the admiralty) was ſucceſsful, as will appear by 
the cloſe of the poll; the numbers being, for 

| Philip Stephens, Eſq. 4 
Sir Horace Mann 31 


Lord Parker 290 | 
& a Tuus 


* 6 * 3 


| | SANDWICH. ph 83 
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„Tuvus the independent intereſt Sessedsd for 
the firſt. time, in the election of one of thejr 
members. „The other is ſtill canſidered as be- 
ing at the diſpoſal of the _—_—— 


| Tax mayor and jurats of this port, Like the 
corporations of moſt cities and boroughs, have 
not negleied to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to 
obtain a monopoly of the right of eleftion, to 
the excluſion of the freemen . 


Ar the cleft of 1620, the third 3 | 
4 Jarties J. lord Cobham, warden of the Cinque 
Ports, made. an order, which he got confirmed by 
the lords of the privy council, that the mayor and 
jurdu onſy, ſhould make the elections of members £ 
of parliament. The freemen, or commons, 
were therefore debarred from giving theic 
yoices, with'threats of impriſonmeni. Sir Ro- 
bert Hatton was returned by the mayor and 
jurats. The commons, who intended to chooſe 
Mr. Borrowes, were intitnidated by the magiſ- 
trates. The houſe of commons, however, held 
the eleftion void, and ordered a new writ, for 
the freemen at large to make the election. 
In Glanyille's Reporte, caſe 7th, there is much curious 
Informatica as to this, 1 


4 . SANDWICH, 


IT likewiſe appears, that zhe corporation of 


| this port have not been exempt Run mee 


of corruption, any more than their neighbours ; 
as, on the 25th of November, 4696, a petition 
of John Thurban, ſerjeant at law, was preſented 


IP to the houſe, ſetting forth, that he was duly 


elected a baron to ſerve in parliament for this 
port; but that Edward Brent, and John T aylor, 
Efqrs. had prevailed with the mayor to return 


wo 2 . they were not duly choſen. 


"thou the examination of Mievee, the fol- 
lowing matter came out. before a committee: 


Ralru Se ſaid, a great | white before 


the prit came down, and he believes a month 


de fore the eleklion, at the defire of ſome of Mr. 


Taylor's friends, he went to Mr. Taylor's houſe, 


with an account of what men they thought would 


5 engage for him; and that Mr. Taylor faid to him, 
and, as he believes, Mr. Paramour, Mr. Mandy, 
and Mr. Gregg, were by, that he had heard ſome 


people! got placeyof profit by being parliament- 


men; and that, if the town choſe him, and he 


got any, he would ; give half to the corporation, and 
200. a year to the poor, and give _ ren. 


Py 


* 


-BSNDOWLOR, 
tion u treat on the day be was choſen, yearly ; 
that Mr. Taylor bid bim ſpeak of it, and be 
did, accordingly, make uſe of it, to perſuade ſe- 
veral to vote for Mr. Taylor; that he voted ſo, 


and deſigned to do fo before the ſaid promiſe ; 


and faid, ' he believed he faw bills of charges of 
gool. on Mr. Taylor's account, and chat Mr. 
Cricket was Mr. ae agent. 


oe 


7 


TwispzEx ſaid, that Mr. Taylor, Be dh 5 | 


fore the ir ys Mandy being pre- 


ſent, if he got a place of 1000 l. or 500 L. a year, as 
he hoped he ſhould, or whatever it was, he woull 


give one half to the town; and Mr. Cricket faid, 


he would give his bond, that Mr. Taylor. fhould 
expend gol. or gol. yearly, upon the town, 'and 


give 20l. yearly to the poor ; and Turner, fit- 


ting by, faid, he would drink the' petitioner's 


health, but durſt not vote for him, for if he aid 8 


they vould never employ him again. 


Ys Frais ſaid, Cricket 2 chat 
Mr. Taylor had promiſed, an he (Cricket) 
would give his bond as before teſtified; and that, 


on account of his voting for Mr. Brent, Cricket | 


had e forty ſhillings of Rickſey, which be 


paid 


ba 


= — —_—_ 


Cricket. 15 n * 


| the * 


* 7. 
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paid in part inf il. owingfrom b. bim to the ferjeat 
but owned Cricket was bound with bim for its 
but it did not der N Mr. Brent had e 


* 
% e e E £9467 : 
. . - l 


| Cmenyr and Moor ſaid, the mayor mio to 
ſeveral to vote for Mr. Brent; and Moor owned, 


# that he himſelf had ſpoke to ſeveral to vote for 


the fe” 


* 


I 4 "of 
1 


Py Og 8 and Stone, faid, that a lets 


Ws» 


ter was read, as from Sir Cloudeſly Shovel, by 


which they pretended, that all the ſeamen who 
would not vote for Mr. Brent ſhould: be preſſed. 


5 Rickſey and- others were preſent, : and ſome ſea- 


inen % were ſcared out of the town by i it. 


Riensur produced a letter which, being read; 
he ſaid was only a recommendation 'of Mr. 
Brent, without oF threatning o or promiſes. | 


? 


Ion Varcnsvon ſaid, Broderly, who voy 
and made i int eſt for Mr. Brent, offered him 
two balf crowns to vote for Mr. Brent, and 
Rickſey and Fiſher were by, and was  threatned 
to be ruined, becauſe he yep not vote = againſt 


N. Varchz- 


”.. 
+ 


* - 
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N. VarenzLon, his brother, ſaid; he had 

beagd: his brother John ten a e 
bud a him no *. | 


5 faid,, hy ws a en 3 hs odd 
money owing to him from Curler; ; but he dying, 
it became dubious ; and that he was offered to 
to * it oy if he would vote for Mr. * 


IP =o een | | 
5 SanDwicn, which receives its name from the 
wm word Sondwie, ſignifying a ſandy creek, 
is ſeparated only by a ſmall channel from the iſle 


of Thanet, and is thought to have been built out 
of the ruins of the ancient Rutupiæ. 


Ix the reign of Edward IV. the merchants. 
of this town had ninety-five ſhips, which employ. 
ed one thouſand five hundred ſailors, and the 
crown received from i irs cuſtoms 17,000, a year, 
an immenſe ſum in thoſe days. King Edward 
the Confeſſor reſided here a conſiderable time. 


| SanDwWIcH "haven; which was then reckoned 
one of the beſt in England, lay near two miles 
eaſlouth-cat of the prefers: | 


o Tits 


N SASDWICH: 
Tut Waben, belonging 10 this Gn are; 
Fordwich, about ſi miles north-eaſt of Tantey: 
bury ; Deal, which lies to the fouth of Sand- 

wich; Walmar; which lies to the ſouth of Deal; 
|  Raraſgate and Stjee;' two towyſSin'the iſle of 
Thauet; Stonaf, on the other fide of the Stour, 
7 bonded Sendwich'; and W N 


th, £ 


Tu. is don ſuffered 1 ach i the wars Sad the 
Danes, &c. for here king Canute, in the year 


101 6, inhumanly ilit the poſes; and cut off the 


| hands of ſuch of the Ebgliſh as wete given to 
 Swaing bis father; for hoſtages, In i217 it was 
burnt by the French; and in 1457 the French 


7 again plundered and burnt the town; and alſo 


killed ao: code? and other officers. 


IN b feign & Richard Il. che ; 
vas removed hither from Queenbotough; and 


in chat of queen Elizabeth, Tome Walldons and 


Dutch, flying from perfecution, came hither; 
| Sas 446 acdc doth: 


| "Dixit in as! this place Aldo Gt a ig 
revenue a mete job: a euſtom-houfe ; cuſtom- 

houſe cutter ; two cuttem- ouſe boats z à fort: 
WT 3 96. Sew? | | two 


| * . 


* 1 


7 
J 


of Wes.” | 


Rey common-councilmen. 6 


$ANDWIOE. bs 


roo caſes. in the neighbourhood, officered by 
freemen, and ten riding officers. Any owner of a 
veſſel or. hoy, being a freeman, may have his ſhip 
taken into the fervice of the admiralty, upon ap. 
plication ; at At this time ſeven veſſels are ſo en- 
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Tus town gives the rite 4 cx 10the family 
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1690, 311. OQ.—The freemen of the port of 
Sandwich, inhabiting within the ſaid port, . 
though they receive alms, hayg a a right to vote. 


Nor. . to by the houſe. 


| NuMBER or worfas : wh n 
About four hundred and eighty. n 


Sed Rrrunnme mes... 
The Mayor. 
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Ma. STepains, the ſecretary of the admiralty, 
has been returned for this port ever ſince he has 
been in place, now upwards of thirty years, 
The inhabitants of this place are bound to this 
gentleman by every tie of gratitude, as there is 
ſcarcely a ſingle 3 ſome part of which 
has not been provided for by him, in the ad- 
wiralty, navy, or marines, Since 105 laſt elec- 
tion, the people of this town have ſeverely 
felt the inconvenience of having preſumed to re- 
je& Mr. Stephens s friend, lord Parker. Some 
have been alſo difplaced; and no nei places have 
been granted, but woos Fl rome of _—_ | 


obedience. LT, os STO, 7s 
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HYTHE. 


PotrTrcat CHARACTER. 


Tur bailif « of this port wag appointed by the 
archbiſhop of Canterbury, till the gift year of 
Henry VIII. when the archbiſhop exchanged 


the manor of Saltwood, together with the baili-- 


_ wick'of' Hythe, with the king, for eſtates elſe- 


nually by the” crown, till the reign of Eliz. who 


in the 15th year of her reign, granted it a par- 
ticular charter of incorporation, by the name of | 
mayor, jurats, and commonalty, under which 21 


they ſtill continue to be governed. 
eee fr re e e 127 6. « i 

Tas corporation, out of whom are choſen 
two charaberlains and a town-clerk, with the aſ- 
ſiſtance of ninety freemen, making in the whole 
one hundred and twenty- ſix, ele& the two mem- 
bers; out of which number, only lacie las are 


reſidents; the remaining hundred atid fourbeing | 


n over different parts of the country. 


** 8 7 (<0. N 5 *. 1 


Tur 8 of this corporation, as well as 
thoſe of the other Cinque "Port, were, | in n 15 
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where. : After which a bailiff was appointed an- 


* 


64 . I . | 
by the 8 command of Charles IT. ſur, - 


rendered up to colonel Strode, then governor of 
Dover caſtle, and were never afterwards returned; 


but they are ſuppoſed to be jn Fin of go. 
vernment at this moment. 


Tus N of this . is wor cody ma. 
naged as the inſignificant corporatinns of Rye, 
Winchelſea, Haſtings, Seaford, or Romney. One 
hundred and twenty-ſix. electors, five-ſixths of 
whom are not immediately under the gontroul or 
perſecution of a treaſury: agent, cannot be train. 
ed to che word of command) ſo eaſy as a dozen 

_ euſtom-houſe officers, or penſioners, upon the 
emoluments of the ſinecures. By one artifice or 
other, however, government gene rally contrive 

1 to haye both members et in its intereſt, 


7 


ae af; Hybe are <a "A 
_— direftian'of. Mr. Robert Toutnay “, an 
attorney, who: is every other year clioſen mayor; 
and, f in ſpite of legal incapacity, unites, with 
the office of chief magiſtrate, chat of town 
clerk ; thereby conſolidating the maſtex.and ſer- 
vant in the ſame perſonal agency ; ut as plu- 
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ralities of livings, as well as places, are ſanctioned 
by the example of church and ſtate, we muſt not 
ſuppoſe, that the emoluments ariſing from the 
miniſterial duties of one office, can influence the 


e ee de en 


Tus intereſt e the ane is Aae 
equally divided between government and Mr. 
Evelyn, one of the preſent members. Mr. 


Alderman Saw bridge has indeed attempted the 


eſtabliſhment of an independent intereſt ; bur, 
while the repreſentation remains in its preſent 
debilitated form, ſuch exertions, though they 
might ſucceed on a ſingle occafion, can neithet 
give permanency nor a the freedom of | 
election. 5 


. Ancient STATE, | 
Sram: Hythe, or Hith, which is 3 ſix 


| miles 10 che ſouth-weſt of Elham, and fixty 


nine ſouth-eaſt by eaſt of London, had once 
five churches ; but having ſeveral times ſuf- 
fered great loſles, they are now reduced to one. 
This town, which owed its riſe and proſperity to 
the decay of the neighbouring towns of Lyme and 
Vor. III. ge | Weſt 


66 HYTH A. 


Weſt Hithe, whoſe harbours were choaked up 


with ſand, having undergone the ſame fate, is 
now almoſt uſeleſs, and BENE _—_—_ the 


name of a port. 


Hee are two hoſpital thoſe of St. John and 
St. Bartholomew, both under the government of 
the mayor and jurats; and alſo a Go 


ns oy e 


in A8 en Ao Iv. moſt of whe "LL 


| bitants of this town, were carried off by a peſti- 
lence, which was ſucceeded by a fire that con- 


ſumed two hundred houſes. . Soon after which 
calamity, five, of the ſhips which this town 
was obliged to fit out, were ſunk at ſea, and 
a hundred men drowned. The ſurviving inha- 
bitants, diſpirited by theſe calamities, reſol ved 
to leave the place; but the king encouraged them 
to ſtay, by giving them a temporary releaſe from 
the ſervice due from the town as a Cinque Port. 


- Ox the 6th of April, 1 580, an earthquake rung 
the bells, and damaged many houfes ; and in 
April, 1739, while ſome perſons were-waiting in 
the church porch for * keys, i in ordert to aſcend. 
"I the 
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dhe ſteeple, it fell down with fix bells in it, but 


e nobody was hurt. 


8 
By charter of incorporation, granted by queen 


Elizabeth, it conſiſts of a mayor, twelve jurats, 


and twenty-four common-councilmen. 


| Ricur or ELecTi0n. wm 
1710, 27th Jan, —Is in the mayor, jurats; 
common=councilmen, and freemen. 


AcRted to by the houſe. - 


l NUMBER or VOTERS. 
One hundred and tenty-fix. | 


. Rezvainko OFFICER, | 
The e OBE 


PaTRON. 


The Treaſury, partially. | 


Ma. e Daten and Sir Charles Far- 


naby Radcliffe, who have both conſiderable 


intereſts here, are entirely at the devotion of the 
Lan e 2 NE W 
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N EW R o MNEY. * 


Por rriea! — 


Tius place enjoys the ſame excluſive privileges 
with the other Ports ;-in addition to which, it 
had a charter of incorporation from Edward III. 
by theſtyle of the barons of the Portof New Rom- 
mey; afterwards by that of jurats and commonalty; 
and laſtly, by queen Eliz. in the fifth year of her 
reign, by the ſtyle of the mayor, jurats, -and 
commonalty ; at which time, by letters patent, 
ſhe ratified all the privileges they had enjoyed in 
the reign of Edward the Confeſſor, or at any 
other time. By the forms of this charter, the 
corporation ia governed at this time; but the 
charter vas ſeized, by order of king Charles II. 
in 1685, by colonel 3 and bas never been 
returned fince. 


Tin corporation ſhould conſiſt, according to tbat 
chartet, of a mayor, twelve jurats, twenty-ſix 
commmon- councilmen, and an indefinite number 
of freemen; but, as the patron of this, as well as 
thoſe of the other Cinque Ports and boroughs, 
* i 4 3 N find 
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find 4 convenience in not ſupplying the vacancies 
as  porporators fall off, eight are deemed ſuffi= 
cient to exerciſe the ſame conftitutional powers in 
this borough, which is depofited with three only at 
Winchelſea, and with tix individual at Rye. | 


wc BD D. e has, by k very ſimple 
method, poſſeſſed himſelf of an influence in 


this port, not eaſily to be rendered inſecure: 
His Property in the neighbouthood is tenanted 
out, without leaſe, at very eaſy rents, to the elec- 
tors; who, feeling that gratitude, which never | 
fails to inſpire thoſe immediately intereſted in 
the preſent, poſſeſſion of a good thing, could 
not be ſb ungenerous as to oppoſe the inclination 
of a paſſive Jandjord, in fo trifling a concern as 


* * » £4, 


+ 


A SILLY 


New Rodents; whieh was reckoned the laſt of 
the Cinque Ports, and Was firſt incorporated by 
the name of tlie jurats and commonalty of that 
town, was in a flouriſhing condition in the reign 
of William the Conqueror; having then twelve 
wards, five pariſhes, an hoſpital for the ſick, and a 
priory. E had alfo 4 good harbour on the 

1 | e 3 N 


w ; 
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weſt ade, but the terrible inundations ou: the 


ſea have 1 57 the haven. 
+. 
Tur two great meetings for all the Cinque 
Ports are ſtill held here; the members belonging 


to which are, Old Romney, Bromehill, 7 
* ins 


| N | Conrorarton. 
By charter of queen Elizabeth, before men- 
tioned, it ought to be governed by a mayor, 
twelve jurats, and omg eg common-council. 


men? * 


| 1 or Elzcriox. 
12 f in the n en commonalty. 


go 5 * 


| Nous or VOTERS. | £ 
EIGHT; the reſt of the freemen being disfran- 
chiſed by Mr. Crewe” $ bill. 


+ eters OFFICER. | 
Tun Mayor; who is alternately, Mr. Coates or 


Mr. Walter, Sir Edward's agents. 


ParRox. 
| _ Oo Edward Deering. 1 


© wie Are os and Stare Tas, in which wr 


wo trials containing much light on this corporation. 


5 SIR 


NEW RONNEy. 71 

Sik EpwarD Drxnlxo having been engaged 
in the faſhionable purſuits of the preſent day, has 
found it expedient to accommodate Sir Elijah 
Impey, and Mr. Sullivan, both gentlemen of 
Indian celebrity, with the preſent ſeats. 


Tun number of places in the poſſeſſion'of Sir 
Edward's friends, and their relations, "renders the 
return of treaſury e an 21 8 
duty - da Suti e n n = = 2.072 
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Portrical Character, 


Tins ie ene of thoſe places, uſually, though | 
ſomemhat improperly, called a Cinque Port. It 
was with the neighbouring town of Winchelſea, 
annexed as a member of the Cinque Ports genes 
rally, (but not of Haſtings in particular, as is 
commonly, but erroneouſly, ſuppoſed) before 
the time of Henry III; in a charter of which 
king, theſe two places are denominated nobiliora 
membra Quinque Portuum. — They have enjoyed, 
from all antiquity, the peculiar appellation of 
the two ancient towns, and are poſſeſſed, in 
every reſpect, of equal franchiſes, immunities, 
and privileges, with the original Cinque Ports, 


Rr was burnt by the French in the . of 
Richard II. and again in the 26th of Henry VI. 
in one of which fires it is ſuppoſed, that the old 
records and charters of this town periſhed, as 
none older than the 27th of this king, except 


- ſome ſaagraents, are at this day to be found. 


BEroRE 


RYE, 72 
Bzrort Mr. Crewe's bill, this place was, in 
the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the appellation, a treaſury 
borough, all the freemen, with ſcarcely an 
exception, being poſſeſſed of places in ſome re- 
venue department. Since this bill has paſſed, it 
has become abſolutely neceſſary to make a ſmall 
addition to the uſual number of freemen, in 
order that there may be ſome. people duly qua- 
hfied ro go through the formal part of the Farce of 
an election to return members to parliament: all 
which new- made freemen, who are not oſtenſibly 
holders. of a. place, are quartered, upon, and, 
in a certain degree, divide the profits with, thoſe 
NE ee _"_— 
poſts. | | 5 2 8 


Ar 1 is a e eee with a 
very large eftabliſhment ; a cuſtom-houſe boat, 
as it is called, whoſe: crew conſiſts wholly of 
landfmen, and: who: ure ei cole a fm 
and ſeven riding offic the ſervice of the cuſ- | 
toms ; a cutter is lice Fee ſtationed here, under 
pretence of cruiſmg againſt the ſmugglers, but 
in truth, by way. of giving, additional. influence 
to the treaſury; and here we muſt not omit to 
remark, that this veſſel is actually employed. 


* + 
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and paid, by the treaſury, and is immediately 
under its controul, though it is uſually called a 
cuſtom-houſe cutter; there is but one other 
veſſel in the ane thus 2 Ccircum-. 
ſtanced. ly. Fn 


Turs cutter, which is named the Stag, is com- 
manded by captain William Haddock, who 
alone has freemen quartered on him to the 
amount of 350 l. a year. However, it is clear 
that his place will bear this incumbrance, as he 
is rapidly making a very large fortune. This 
gentleman, being very active and diligent in his 
profeſſional purſuits, as a revenue officer, the 
emolument accruing to this veſſel, by means of 
its captures from the ſmugglers, and of its pay 
from the + treaſury,” being very large, ' ſerves 
as an inexhauſtible fund for the quartering 
thoſe freemen upon, who either have no places, 
and who do e the N on 
chem en | 

1 Eve Dh 

Turs town, being fituated at a confiderable 
diftance from the ſea, could not have any parti- 
cular occaſion for fortifications however, it 
r W expedient; of late years, to erect 

es | a couple 
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2 couple of forts, which have, of courſe, their 
proper officers, gunners, and aſſiſtants; here 
ariſes another opportunity for government in- 
fluence. In addition to the above, Rye has the 
uſual exciſe and poſt office em which 
take place in other towns. 


We muſt not here omit to make mention of 
the new harbour of Rye; for the making of 
which, an act was paſſed about fifty years ſince. 
The only real object of which ſtatute, was the 
giving additional force to treaſury patronage 
and influence. After much labour and expence, 
the new harbour was wholly abandoned in the, 
year 1788; notwithſtanding which circumſtance, 
the enormous tax of two-pence per ton, on all, 
veſſels of this kingdom, as often as they paſs the 
ſtreights of Dover, is ſtill continued. The mode 
in which the produce of this vaſt burthen on the 
commerce of the nation is now. applied, is well 
worth the inveſtigation of parliament: certain it is, | 
that all the officers, artiſans, and workmen (moſt. 
of whom are freemen), ſtill continue to enjoy 
their penſions and falaries, though their places 
are now become, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the 
word, ſinecures. 353 

1855 Tux 
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Tas conduct and management of this enor- 
mous maſs of influence, is veſted in Mr. 
Thomas Lamb, who has been, for a long time 
paſt, agent, and firſt officer of the treaſury in this 
borough ; to which poſt he ſucceeded about forty 
years ago, on the death of his father; and, as 
he has conſtantly ſided with the firft lord of the 
treaſury for the time being, he has been con- 
tinued in quiet and undiſturbed poſſeſſion of it 
ever ſince. Indeed, upon the firſt paſſing of Mr. 
Crewe's bill, he, for à ſhort time, made an at- 
tempt at ſetting up a private intereſt. of his 
own, independent of the treaſury; in conſequence 
of which he actually returned Dickenſon, 
Eſq. to parliament (a gentleman in the intereſt 
of lord North) with the government candidate. 
"However, he was quickly given to underſtand, 
that the treaſury were determined to have 4ojb 
the members of its own nomination, and that 
loſs of places, &c. would be the immediate and 
certain conſequence of difobedience. . In a very 
ſhort time after, he returned to his duty and 
allegiance, having previouſly ſtipulated, that in 
future-he would return treafury nominees only ; 
but, that they ſhonld ' make him ſome ſmall 
douceur or compliment ; far ſhort, however, of 

N the 
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the market price of a ſeat, the hulk of which 
is appropriated to the commander in chief; the 
portion ſet apart for the ſubalterns and under. 


ſtrappers of the corporation being but 5 
and inconſiderable. 


Axcizwr REPRESENTATION. 

In conſequence of the ſlaughter which took 
place at the battle of Eveſham, in the time of 
Henry III. this place, for that time, returned 
four members to parliament, as did the reſt of 
the Cinque Ports. It is probable that the Cinque 
Ports were repreſented in the national council 
before that period. Ever ſince 42 Edward III. 
this place has conſtantly returned two members 
to e WO oy On" 


- "ANCIENT SrAr r. 

Rye enjoys the rap hae oY a the other 
Cinque Ports; it had formerly one of the beſt 
' harbours between Portſmouth and Dover; but it 
was for a r aa time ſo eee up with 

ſand, 

„ This was never done ill Mr. Crewe's bill had ſomewhat 
lelſened the treaſury jutereſt ; that the candidates before merely 
paid the expences of the election, which were about 1501. The 
preſent members are, Mr. Long, ſecretary of the treaſury, 
and Mr. Jenkinſon, ſon of a former ſecretary of the treaſury, 


— 
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fand, that he ſmalleſt veſſel could ſcarce { en- 


ter it; and a great part of the harbour, gained 
from the ſea, was turned into arable land. Se- 


veral ats of parliament have been paſſed under 


the idea of rendering this harbour more com- 
modious ; but, in reality, for no other purpoſe 
than that of ſtrengthening the hands of govern- 
ment; upwards of ,100,0001, having been ex- 
pended on it, without making any addition to 
the public convenience. It is now entirely aban- 
doned, though the toll of two-pence a ton on 
all ſhipping ſtill continues to be levied. 


Rx was anciently ſo conſiderable a port, that 
it furniſhed the fleet of Edward III. with nine 
ſhips and one hundred and fifty-ſix men, 


|  - CorPoRATION. 
. ,Oucur to conſiſt of a mayor and twelve j ju- 
rats; at preſent there are only a mayor and 
four jurats. The office of mayor is conſtantly 
filled up by the Lambs, father and ſon. 


RicnT or ELtcTion. 
1702, 9 Dec. Is only in the mayor, jurats, 


and freemen, inhabiting in the port of Rye, and 


paying ſcot and lot. 
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1710, 17 Feb. Thomas Hills, W. W. T. B. 
and ]. Y. having been propoſed to be made 


free, and rejected at a court of aſſembly, and 


afterwards made free in the ſame mayoralty, are 
not legal freemen of the port of Rye. 


Ir is not neceſſary that the freemen of the Port 
of Rye ſhould qualify themſelyes according to the 
corporation aft, before they be allowed to vote 
in the — court of the ſaid * 


Ir ds from the old cuſtumal of Rye, ſtill 
in exiſtence, that the right of voting formerly be- 
longed, of courſe, to every perſon poſſeſſed of a 
freehold within the corporation, and to every ſon 
of a freeman; there was, beſides, a third way of 
obtaining the freedom of this town, viz. by re- 
demption. But, by the contrivance and ma- 
nœuvres of the agents of the treaſury, this conſti- 
tution has of late years been wholly changed. By 
a determination of the houſe of commons in 1702, 
(which is the laſt we find upon the ſubject), 
it appears, that the right of election for barons 
to ſerve in partiament for this port, is in the 


mayor, jurats, and nn. inhabiting i in tho 
_ » faid 
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faid port, and paying ſcot and lot. - But here 
a great and important queſtion ſuggeſts itſelf: 
Who are the people that are entitled to their 
freedom? As to this point there has been no 
determination. If this ſhould ever be put 
fairly in iſſue, the probable reſult would be, that 
the right is, at this day, as ſet forth in the old 
cuſtumal, notwithſtanding the uſurpation and 
innovations of modern days. At this time, the 
practice is, to admit freemen upon the following 
grounds only; viz. eldeſt ſons of freemen, at the 
age of twenty-one are allowed to have a right; the 
mayor has a right to name one on coming into 
| office; the others are to be. propoſed by him, 
' in the aſſembly, and approved by the majority 
blk freemen preſent, From the account given 
| by Carew, of ſome conteſted eleQtion at this place, 
| ijt appears, that the number of freemen was, till 
* very lately, about 50; but at preſent it is found \ 
| expedient to keep the number much lower, in 


order that the claimants to a portion of the good 
things. produced by an eleQion, may be as ſew as 
decency will admit. Should the eldeſt ſon of a 
| freeman have the pre ſumpt ion to demand his 
| birth-right. of the corporation, if he be a poor 
| man, it is refuſed him; if he chance to be in a 


6 = | ſuperior 
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Tuperior ſituation, he is perſuaded, if poſſible, to 
be made the mayor's freeman the year enſuing; 
the object of which manceuvre is, to eraſe, if 


. poſſible, all traces of a right to freedom by birth. 


If the'ſon of a freeman chance at any time, ei- 
ther before or after his father's admiſſion; to 


have a brother born before him, and by whoſe 


death he becomes the eldeſt, his right is (ridicu- 


louſly enough) utterly denied; becauſe, forſooth, 


be is not the firft born ſon, which the wiſeacres 
of this corporation inſiſt is the meaning of the 
40 ſon. 


ith is very cafe) to make more than * 


mayor's annual freeman in the courſe of a year, 
who is, invariably, a perſon advanced in years, 
an old batchelor, or a man not likely to have 


progeny ; by which means, the future claims of 
an eldeſt ſon, who perchance might not be ſo 
well diſpoſed. to ſubmit to the doctrines of paſ- 


five obedience as the father, are e I 


. againſt. 


Poverty is another eſſential qualification to 
the office of baron of this port. A perſon inan 
independent fituation of life, might, by Poſſibi- 

Vor. III. 78 lity, 
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lity, object to ſome things which are expeQed at 


the hands of a freeman; but the danger of be- 


ing turned out of place, or of being called upon 
to pay the money due from him on bond, com- 

pel an indigent m man to the moſt GR obedi. 
ence. | 


Ir is a very common cuſtom in this, as well as 
the other ports, to lend ſmall ſums upon bond, 
which are never put in force, unleſs ſymptoms of 
diſobedience appear in the obligor; in which 
caſe, the penalty of the obligation is rigorouſly 
demanded; when, if the debt be not immedi. 
ately . diſcharged, impriſonment is the certain 
conſequence. 

Nuuzkx of voters, SIX ; all made free ſince 
Mr. Crewe's bill; the reſt of the jurats and free- 
men.are all diſqualified by that bill, 


Tus preſent ſtate of the ede gor, of Rye, 
as * viz. 


JURATS 
Mx. Tuomas Lamss, a tally=cutter in the 
exchequer, a Lap of 1 8 80 a _ ne. curſi 
tor of Hampſhire, © © 25 


"KIN $3 
"Mr. Tnomas LAM Ex, jun. his ſon, curſitor of 


Kent, and late a king's waiter of the cuſtoms at 


this place, which he has given to his ſon, a minor. 
Ms. J. Lamss, colleQor of the cuſtoms. - 
Mx. T. Precrtoxr, brother of the above, farms 


the eſtate of the corporation at a very low rent. 


Ma. T. Prossrrax, a riding officer. 


FAEEMEN, 


J. Senn 

William Pilcher, 7 
—="Cook; - Riding Officers; 
John Small, | ; D 
James Chriſtmas, 


Robert Butler, comptroller of cuſtoms; | 

William Millar, poſt-mafter, ; c. 
——— Allen, mate of the cuſtom-houſe cutter. 
Wm. Millar, jun. 


J. Allene, E 
T. Proſſiter, jun. Officers and crew 
5 of the cuſtom- 
S. Barrey, houſe boat, but 
B. Bowrne, „ „ 1 


Wm. Trimar, 


T. Hogbean, ſurveyor of 5 back 
f 2 Mr. 
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Mr. C. Lambe, a ſuperannuated captain of a 
euſtom-houſe cutter. 


N. Pollard, chamberlain &c. to the corpora. 
tion. 


L. Maryan, place in the ſtamp-office. 


' Joſeph Giles, Lays —— 2 
John Elliat, | —— places, 
John Bennett, 3 — theafore- 
James Buckhurſt, | e 1 


RNerukxIxd OFFICER. © 
The Mayor. 


* ParRON. 
The Treaſury. 


We think k proper bes w duese that what wo have fil 
concerning the miniſterial agent in this borough, relates ſolely 
to his condukt in that capacity; being convinced, from good 
authority, that in private life, this gentleman's department has 
been at all times truly reſpectable and honourable, and wholly 
different from that which uſually reſults from being hackneyed 
in the ways and tricks of corruption. As a magiſtrate, both 
of the town and of the two counties of Kent and Suſſex, his 
conduct has always been clear, even of the ſuſpicion of impro» - 
priety. Both the freemen and the inhabitants (which is not 
a little remarkable) are contented and ſatisfied with the mild 
ſway of their borough monarch. 


N WIN. 
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PortiTIcaL CHARACTER, 


WERE we to ſet forth at length, all the in- 
ſtances of corruption, venality, and profligacy, 
that have come to our knowledgein havingtraced 
the eleQtion hiſtory of this borough, it would much 
exceed the ſpace we can allot to the account of 
any individual place, in this work. Some of the 
moſt remarkable, however, we ſhall point out, and 
recite as much at length as our room will admit 
of. In the year 1623, Paul Wymond, the mayor, 
having been convicted of threatening and ter- 
rifying ſome of ihe voters, and of unlawfully ex- 
eluding others from giving their votes, and of 
other corrupt and indiſcreet practices, was placed 
on his knees at the bar of the houſe of commons 
as a delinquent, and was there ſeverely repri- 
manded, and ſentenced to be committed to pri- 

ſon, under the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms, 


* Tf the reader wiſhes to enter more particularly into the 
. particular rottenneſs of this borough, we refer him to Glan- 
ville's Election Reports, Carew, and Burrow's Reports, vol. II. 
and Term Reports, vol. I. 


. 
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for a certain time, and afterwards, to make ſub- 
miſſion on his knees, at the bar of the houſe of 
commons, and again at Winchelſea, in court, 
| before the jurats and freemen. 


- In the year 1702, Mr. Edwards, the mayor, for 
the ſame improper conduct as his predeceſſor, 
Paul Wymond, was taken into cuſtody; was re- 
primanded by the ſpeaker in the ſame diſgrace- 
ful manner; and, in conſequence of a reſolution 
of the houſe of commons, was turned out of all 
his places in the cuſtoms, notwithſtanding every 
effort was made by the treaſury bench, whoſe tool 
and creature he was, to protect him from the 
vengeance of the legiſlature. 


| In the year 1702, two petitions were preſented 
againſt undue returns, on the ground of bribery. 
In 1717, it appeazed in evidence, to a commit- 
tee of the houſe of commons, that Sir Francis 
Daſhwood had paid 3ol. to each of thoſe who 
voted for him, beſides giving a douceur to all the 
wives and daughters of freemen. _ | 


| Wincnzisza may be conſidered as having 
been wholly a treaſury . till * year 1754. 
when 
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when the late Arnold Neſbitt, Eſq. an Iriſh gen- 
tleman, and till then entirely unknown in this 
place, was returned by the then miniſter, the 
duke of Newcaſtle. Mr. Neſbitt began imme. 
diately to make purchaſes to a conſiderable 
amount of eſtates within the town, and in the 
neighbourhood, with a view of ſecuring to him- 
ſelf thereby a controul over the borough in fu- 
ture. In this project he ſucceeded ſo far, as to 
eſtabliſh fully the command over one of the ſeats, 
and, occafionally, when he chanced to be well 

with the * over both. | 


Asour the year __ Mr. Neſbitt, being at 
that time in oppoſition, a violent attack was made 
by government on this borough, under the auſpi- 
ces of the late earl of Egremont, who had-a large 
eſtate in the neighbourhood, in order to bring ir 
back to its former allegiance to the treaſury.— 
This conteſt gave birth to the famous Winchelſea 
cauſes, ſet forth at length in the ſecond volume 
of Burrow's Reports, The Neſbitt intereſt was, 
upon the whole, ſucceſsful upon this occaſion. 
The treaſury have ſince made ſome other rude 
attacks on the Neſbitt intereſt, in which they 
have at times ſo far ſucceeded, as to return one 


14 In 
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- In the courſe of theſe conflicts, which were of 
long continuance, and of courſe very expenſive, 
the death of the earl of Egremont took place, 
and, in conſequence, a temporary deficiency of 
caſh; Mr. Wardroper, the treaſury agent, who 
was then in the office of town-clerk, having oc- 
caſion for larger ſums of money to carry on the 
battle, than it was convenient for government to 
- ſupply him with, actually pawned the charters, 
cuſtumal, and all the records of the corporation, 
with a Mr. Wilſon, an underſtrapper to the mi- 
niſter; at a convenient ſeaſon, the pledge was re- 
deemed by the treaſury, where it was, till very 
TMR in ſafe keeping. 


Smcr the late transfer of the borough, it is pro- 
bable that the purchaſers, who are entirely at the 
devotion of the miniſtry, may have poſſeſſed 
themſelves of the inſtrument and documents 
above-mentioned, as they, eventually, may be of 
great conſequence; though, upon the whole, 
if this be the caſe, it is highly probable, that 
the fate of the cuſtumal of Haſtings, (annihila- 
tion by fire) will await the charters and records 
of Winchelſea. We pledge ourſclves for the au- 

thenticity of this anecdote. 
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Tux 1 Arnold Nefbitt having died indebted 
to the crown, to the amout of nearly 100, ooo l. 
and otherwiſe -much embarraſſed. in his circum- 
ſtances (to which his expences, at this place, not 
a little contributed, as he had the character of 
being a liberal pay-maſter to his virtuous conſti- 
tuents), a decree for the ſale of all his property 
was made by the court of chancery for the bene- 
fit of his creditors. Mr. J. Neſbitt, the preſent 
member for Gatton, (conſcious that his conſe. 
quence in this place wholly depended on the eſtate, 
which the world had hitherto ſuppoſed to have 
deſcended to him from his uncle, free from any 
incumbrance whatever) a very ſhort time before 
the promulgation of this fatal decree.in chancery, 
entered into treaty with the earl of Darling. 
ton, and with Mr. Barwell, the nabob, and 
owner of Tregony, for the ſale of this borough. 
At firſt, a much larger price was required of them 
than they were willing to give. After many dif- | 
ficulties about the mode of payment and transfer, | 
as with Mr. Neſbitt time was preſſing, a bargain 
was ſtruck, and the price agreed for 15,0001. 
which, conſidering the preſent market price, may, 
upon the whole, be conſidered as a cheap pur- 
chaſe, eſpecially as immediate poſſeſſion was 
| given. 
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given. Taking 5;0001. to be the market price-at 
the laſt general, election, the fee of the future 
good-will of the borough ſtands the purchaſers 
in but 25001. a piece. 


- Wnzsz the right of voting in a borough de- 
- pends upon property, as in a ſcot and lot, or bur 
gage-hold borough, it is eaſy to conceive that 
the ſeats in parliament may be merchantable com- 
modities; but, as the eleRive franchiſe in this 
place is not connected with property, but de- 
pends upon freedom, it is probable, that in the 
fale above alluded to, the voters themſelves, like 
fo many beaſts in a penn at Smithfield, were bar. 
tered in the transfer. | 


Bur what is not a little curious; it is certain 
that the bargain was made, and terms fully ſet- 
tled and agreed upon between the parties, with. 
out the conſent, knowledge, or privity of any 
one of the voters. They, however, concluded, 
that their cuſtomary fee of 100 I. per man, 
would be paid to the elettors, by either their pre- 
ſent or former owners; in truth, this point had 
not been properly adjuſted between them, and the 
freemen of Winchelſea were referred from one 
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party to the other, for upwards of two years, 
without being ſatisfied in their demands; at 
length they began to ſhew ſome ſerious ſigns of 
diſcontent, and even of revolt; inſomuch, that 
their preſent owners thought it prudent to comply 
with their requeſts, and let them have the long 
delayed douceur, which they received at Eaſter 
laſt, 


Ar the time of the ſale of the borough of 
Winchelſea, the ſtate of the en was as 
follows: 
JURATS. 

Ma. Tromas MarTIN, commander in chief. 

| Ricyard Laws, his nephew; a riding officer. 

Mx. STacz, a riding officer, and has a farm 
of late Neſbitt's, now f Farwell + 


FREEMEN. 


nm Taxr, mace-bearer and chamber- | 


lain to the corporation. 

— STEPHENS, ſurveyor of cuſtoms. 

— Manxrix, jun. fon to the commander. 
BuTLer, comptroller of cuſtoms; he, 
| wha been in oppoſition to Mr. Neſbitt, did 
not. conſtitute a part of the ale, 


SINCE 
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Srxex the fale, the following additions have 
den made to the en 


juxArs. 


Caprarn Corrix, brother-in-law to . 
 SCHOLEY. 


Lows BerwarD (ſon of lord e and 
Mr. Barwell, the members. 


Mx. Doues, partner Vith Mr. Lad, the at- 
torney who managed the ſale. 


— Pappr, an American refugee, living at 


A-8HORT time previous to the ſale, Mr. Neſ. 
bitt made a leaſe of all his property in this town, 
conſiſting of about 50 houſes and tenements, to 
the preſent members; which, as it was with- 

out the conſent of the mortgagees, and other 
claimants on the eſtate, cannot be of any vali- 
dity. As it is neceſſary that every voter ſhould 
be rated, to get poſſeſſion of theſe houſes, either 
by leaſe or purchaſe, was of great conſequence. 
At the ſale before the maſter. in chancery, this 
town lot was knocked down to Mr. Coffin, as 


agent 
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agent to Barwell, for 12001. a Mr. Hull opened 
the biddings for the benefit of creditors, who 
vas the beſt bidder at goool. Mr. Barwell, find- 
ing that the fate of his borough, very much more 
than he imagined, depended on ſecuring this 
lot, made application to the chancellor for a 
third ſale, which requeſt (ſtrange to relate) was 
complied with ; but had not this nabob been in 
the treaſury intereſt, it is more than probable it 
voulg: have been refuſed. ' 

As this third ſale has not yet taken place, we 
can ſay nothing further as to who is to be the 
owner of this lot—much certainly depends there- 
on. 


ANCIENT STATE. 

WincHersta, which is a Saxon name, ſigni- 
fying a place ſituated in an angle almoſt ſur. 
rounded by the ſea, was built in the reign of 
Edward I. after an ancient town of the ſame 
name was ſwallowed up by the ſea, in conſe- 
quence of a dreadful ſtorm. It was originally 
encompaſſed with a rampart, and afterwards 
with a. ſtrong wall, and was a place of ſuch 
conſequence, that it furniſhed the fleet of 
8 Edward 
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Edward III. with twenty-one ſhips; and five 

hundred and ninety-ix ſeamen. Henry VIII. 
For its protection, built Camber caſtle, at the ex- 
pence of 23,0001. a very confiderable ſum in 
thoſe days. This town no ſooner began to 
flouriſh, than it was ravaged by the French and 
Spaniards ; and at length, the retreat of the ſea 
cauſed it to fall to decay; Winchelſea ſends two 
members to parliament, and, together with 
Nottingham, gives theititle of earl to the family 
of Finch. 


\CoRPORATION, 


Wazx complete, conſiſts of a mayor ** 
twelve jurats; this body ſeldom, in fact, exceeds 
four or five. | : 
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1711, 11 Feb. The freemen of the port of 
Winchelſea are not obliged to qualify themſelves, 


by receiving the ſacrament, F to the 
corporation act. 


AccorDiNG to the old cuſtumal, and the true 
conſtitution of the place, every ſon of a freeman, 
and every freeholder, were entitled to their free- 
e dom; 
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dom; but, according to the modern conſtitution, 


the borough to the nabob. 


Nouns or VOTERS, 
THREE 


Ms. MarrTIN is allowed two nd as | 


a year for the management of the borough, and 
for keeping the voters in good order, who re- 


tion. 


Ir is ſuppoſed, that the only good voters . 
this place are the elder Martin and Tree; 


young Martin lives in N and the de are 


placemen. 


Tux newly made junto are only fiQitiouſly 
rated; do not reſide, and, on account of divers 
nformalities i in their appointment to their free. 
doms, it is preſumed they might be — 
chiſed with great eaſe; 

: ERR. 


the relations and nominees of Mr. Barwell; as 
lord Darlington, at Eaſter laſt, ſuffered Barwell 
to appoint his own dependants, merely, it is 
ſuppoſed, that he has diſpoſed of his ſhare in 


ceive one hundred pounds a man at each elec« 


| $6 WINCHELSEA; 
Et. | Rerugninc OrFrices, | "ah 
15 Tax Mayors rn 
Tux fee of. the mayor at an election is 200l. 
; PaTRONS. it 


Ms. Barw ELL and the earl of Darlington ; both 
| in the intereſt of the treaſury ; wherefore the 
patronage of government is in their hands as to 
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"Tr influence of this Borough, or Port, has 
been exerciſed for near two centuries by the fas 
mily of the late Sir William Thomas, of Weſt 
Dean, neat this place, whoſe title became extinct 
for want of male heirs; but his eſtate, togethet 
with the patronage of the borough, deſcended to 
the late Mr. Hariſon, of Sutton-place, and from 
him b c Lancelot Hariſon, . 


Tis tis the age of eee was 
put into poſſeſſion of the luctative finecure of 
comptroller of cloth and petty cuſtoms in the 
port of London, which produces him a net ſa- 
lary of 2001: per annum; to this place was 
afterwards added that of ſuperviſor of the riding 
officers, worth 1 5e l. per annum, and captain of 
the cuſtom-houſe boat, with an income of 120 l. 
per annum more; all thoſe places Mr. Hariſon 
was allewed to hold as ſinecures. Not having 
ever been at ſea, an additibnal. 601. per annum 
was allowed for a deputy captain, or chief · mate 
Vol. III. "x of 
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of the boat; and as the only duty of the riding 
officers, in this diſtrict, was to ſupport the in- 
tereſt of the patron at an election, the ſupervi- 
fing of them did not require any great vighlance, 


FroM the year 1747 to the aft, the 
right of election has been the ſubject of conti. 
nual litigation. In 1670 the houſe determined 
it to be in the populacy, and in 1961 the word 
populacy was explained to mean inhabitants 
houſekeepers paying ſcot and lot. The uſe 
made of this explanation, was to rate ſuch of 
the houſekeepers only as were revenue officers or 
dependants on the will of the patron; the num- 
ber of rateable houſes within the borough was 
than twenty- four had ever been known to have 
been taxed, previous to Mr. Flood's ſucceſiful 
oppoſition in 1786; out of this number. ſeventeen 
were revenue —— 5 dif 
nne bill 8 1782. e note 
reed 2113 101 DD zes 
Tan fiſt petition: nd deſerving of the 
attention of our readers, was occafioned: by the 
interference of the late duke of Newenſtle, at 
the election in 1747, when the late Right Hon. 


SEAFORD: | 99 

William Pitt, afterwards carl of Chatham and 
William Hay, Eſq. were candidates on the mi- 
niſterial intereſt of that day, and the earl of 
Middleſex; uncle to the preſent duke of Dorſet, 
and the Hon. W. H. Gage, afterwards lord viſ. 
count Gage,' oppoſed them on the oppoſition, pr 
what was then termed the prince of Wales's in- 
tereſt. The petition ſet forth, that at the laſt 
election of barons to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for the town and port of Seaford, in the 

county of Suſſex, the petitioners, together with 
the right hon. William Pitt, Eſq. and William 


Hay, Eſq. were candidates. That on the day 


before the ſaid election, a noble peer of this 


realm did invite to, and entertain at his houſe 


moſt of the voters of the ſaid town and port; 
and in the room where they were aflembled, 
ſpake to them one by one, and did ſolicit and 
influence them, with reſpe& to giving their votes 
at the ſaid election; by means whereof ſeveral 


perſons who had promiſed to vote, and would 


have voted for the petitioners, were prevailed 
upon by the ſaid noble peer to vote for the ſaid 
Mr. Pitt, and Mr. Hay. Which proceeding the 
petitioners conceive is an high infringement of 
the liberties and privileges. of the commons of 

336 ©} Ty” Great 
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Great Britain. That on the day of election, in 
order to awe and influence the voters in favout 


of the fitting members, and deter them from 
voting for the petitioners, the ſaid noble peer 


came into the court, accompanied by other peers 


of the realm ; and being ſeated near to the re- 


turning officer, did continue there until the poll 


was cloſed ; hotwithſtanding the -preſence of 
him, and the faid other peers was objected to by 
one of the petitioners, and the returning officer 
applied to by him not to take the poll while the 


peers remained preſent: in the court. In all 
' whichthe ſaid petitionersthought themſelves fully 


juſtified, as they apprehended their preſence ob. 
ſtructed the freedom of the election, and from 
the ſeveral declared reſolutions of the houſe of 


commons, was a violation of the rights and pri- 
vileges of the commons of Great Britain; and 


that by theſe and other illegal practices, the peti- 
tioners loſt a great number of votes, which 
vould otherwiſe have been given for the peti- 


tioners: and therefore praying the houſe to take 


the premiſes into confideration, and to grant the 
petitioners ſuch relief as to the houſe ſhall ſcene 


meet. The houſe moved, That the reſolu- 


tion of the 16th day of this inſtant November, 
ks STK + * Q That 


| s ot 
That it is an high infringement of the liberties 
and privileges of the commons of Great Britain, 
for any lord of parliament, or any lord lieutenant 
of any county, to concern themſelves in election 
of members to ſerve for the commons in parlia- 
ment, might be read. And the ſame was read 
accordingly. A motion was made, and the quef.. 
tion being put, That the matter of the ſaid pe- 
tition be heard at the bar of this houſe: upon 
which a debate aroſe. In this debate, Mr. Pitt, 
one of the ſitting members, treated the petition 
with brei ere and turned it into a mere 


On this occaſion, Mr. potter 6 of che arch-· 
biſhop) ſpoke as follows: Mr. Speaker, I riſe up 
to do myſelf juſtice: for as I look upon the 
matter contained in this petition to be of the 
utmoſt importance to the honour of the houſe, 
and even to the exiſtence of parliament ; and as, 
to my very great amazement, I ſee this queſtion 
treated with the greateſt contempt and ridicule 
by an honourable gentleman, whoſe weight may 
perhaps perſuade a majority to be of his opinion, I 
think I owe it to myſelf to declare my ſenti- 
ments on this great occaſion by ſomething more 
Var g 3 | than 
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than the vote which I ſhall give. I hope, Sir, 
things are not yet come to ſuch a paſs, as to 
make it neceſſary for any man to go about to 
prove that the conſtitution is deſtroyed, when- 
ever the houſe ſhall loſe its independency! Aſter 
all the noble ſiniggles made in the hauſe by 
great patriots, aſter all the laws paſſed by the 
jegiſlature to preſerve - that independeney, 1 
ſhould hope, that qut af decency as well as out 
of regard to truth, I may be allowed to argue 
upon that as upon an indubitable maxim. The 
repreſentatives of the people, when they are 
choſen to that office, have been ſaid to be inde. 
pendent, even on their conſtituents; how neceſ- 
ſary then, Sir, is it for this houſe to take care 
that there be no other improper or cortupt de- 
pendency? But, Sir, if the miniſters are to be 
allowed io nominate to the burghs the perſons 
who ſhall be their repreſentatives, how are we to 
expect an independent parliament? That mi- 
niſters may endeavour to ſubvert this andepen- 
dency, that they may think it even neceffary ta 
their own ſecurity, to corrupt parliament, we 
have too much reaſon to know. But, Sir. what- 
ever pains former minĩſters may have taken for 
this purpoſe, what undue methods ſoever they 
88912 | 2 ma 


may have uſed to gain for themſelves à corrupt 
majority in this houſe, I believe hiſtory is not 


able to produce an inſtance equal to the preſent, 


of a wiſe and great ſtateſman taking upon him- 
ſelf the honourable employment of being. an, 
adn It was not enough to ſignify 

his commands by his underlings; it was not 
enough ta. ſolicit votes in his own perſon. The 
voters, it ſeems,” could not be truſted out of his 
preſence, and therefore they were to be attended 
even to the poll. But, Sir, this great humility 


and condeſcenſion in a; miniſter, would, in 
former times, have been conſtrued a moſt noto- 


rious invaſion of the rights of the people, and of 
the privileges of this houſe, And, Sir, what 
will the people ſay to us? Or what will they 
think of our independency, if we are not as 
jealous of their rights, and as tenacious of our 
own privileges as any of our predeceſſors have 


been? What will they think, Sir, if after ſeeing 


one parliament diſſolved in a new unprecedented, 
I had almoſt ſaid an unconſtitutional manner, 
they ſhall be told, that the miniſters have been 
nominating their repreſentatives in the next 
even without the ceremony of a conge d' (lire? 
Kur, Sir ll archer z What will they think, if 
„ 
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they ſhall be told that this proceeding” of the 
miniſter has been laid before the houſe of com- 
mons, and that the houſe of commons will not, 

or dare not cenſure him? There have been times, 
when no man was thought too great to be ac. 

- countable to this houſe for his conduct; and I 
could give an inſtance, even in my on memory, 
of a great and able ſtateſman, whoſe- long admi- 
niſtration was an honour and benefit 16 his 
country, and whoſe conduct this houſe thougin 
fit to enquire j into by the moft ſevere ſrrutiny.— 
When J firſt heard the petition read at your 
table, 1 could hardly believe it poſſible that the 
all egations it contained were founded upon truth. 
I expected to have heard the friends of the noble 
perſon. who is. the objef of it, boldly. denying 
the charge, and calling loudly. upon the accuſers 
to juſtify it; I was determined not to believe it, 

unleſs ſupported by the ſtrongeſt proof. Bur, Sir, 

how great was my amazement When I heard an 
| honourable gentleman, [W. Pitt, Eſq. ] who was 
privy 1 to the whole tranſaQion, not only admit- | 
ting every fact alledged to be true, but openly 
avowing and attempting to Juſtify them? In 
what light they may appear to him, Sir, he can 
beſt tell you; but to me it ſeems moſt manifeſt, 
| , that 
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that as the conduct complained of was che 
greateſt injury that could be done to our prbi 
leges, the attempt to juſtify it is the greateſt in. 
ſult upon our” underſtanding. In what other 
light, Sir, can it appear to ui, than as the laſt 
and utmoſt effort of one who was determined, at 
any rate, to procute à majority in this houſe of 
perſons attached to himſelf, "his own: creatures, 
the tools of his power?” 1 wiſh to God, Sit, 
nothing may happen to-day to give the people 
room to . that he has been too fuccelsful. | 
Wat more could he have done? Or what 
greater infult h it poſible' for bim to offer un- 
leſs ' he ſhould come even within the Watts of 
this houfe to direct our determination! * After 
what he has done ſhould not wonder, Sir, if 
he did come and take that chair, and tell you, 
as we were told formerly, that your mace was a 
bauble, and that you ſhould keep it only while 
you pleaſe him. Your mace, Sir, is a bauble, 
and ſo is every other enſign of authority, unleſs 
you can preſerve your independency. A depen- 
dance upon the crown, Sir, would in the end 
prove fatal to our liberties; but a dependance 
upon the miniſter, as it is infinitely more diſho- 


nourable, is infinitely more dangerous. One 
might 
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might ſuppoſe, Sir, ſome ſecurity to a 3 
from the honour of a cxowned head, and from 
the ſolid compacts that are made between the 
people and their ſovereign. I know of no com- 
pats that are or can be made between a miniſ. 
ter and the people. I can ſuppoſe too, Sir, that 
in ſome future time a miniſter may ariſe profi- 
gate enough to carry his views. ſo high, as to at- 
tempt to make both king and people ſubſervient 
to his on ambition. I can imaginę ſuch a one, 
Sin paking advantage of ſome general calamity, 
or time of general confuſion, by. acorrupt.parlia. 
mentary influence oppreſſing even the king upon 
his thrope, and making the-crowned head a pri- 
ſoner in his cloſet. I can imagine him, Sir, fo 
blown up with folly and ſelf-conceit,, as to be- 
come a competitor even with thoſe who ſhall be 
of royal blood, for poſts of dignity ar titles of ho- 
nour; and he may, Sir, (it is hardly poſſible in. 
| deed) but he may even proſtitute the name of 
the croyn to ſupport his pretenſiona. This, Sir, 
I ſay, is a picture which I can draw in my own 
mind of the miſerable ſituation of this country if 
ever the parliament ſhould hecome dependant on 
a miniſter. . But as this can never happen but in 
| ſors time of general infatuation, « or general cor- 
| : T ruption, 


wry 
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ruption, the wiſdom and virtue of the preſent 


age ſcarce. ſecure us from ſeeing it otherwiſe 
than in imagination: but; Sir, whatever 1 ſee, or 

whatever feel; God ſorbid that by an. a& or vote 
of mine, I ſhauld make the way eaſy for ſuch 


N miſeries to overwhelm any futute generation. 
The honourable gentleman was pleaſed to ſay 


that this wal a new caſe, and that there was no 
precedent upon our journals to guide our pro- 
ceedings: but let it be remembered that this 
can never be the caſe again, ſince the vote of to · 


dap will remain upon our books an eternal pre- 


etdent ta poſterity, and a lau tu this houſe far 
the future. For God's ſake then, Sir, let us can - 
ſider a little what ſort of a law we are going to 
make j let us remember, that if the preſent tranſ- 


action paſſes uncenſured, and ia declared free 
from guilt, we may hereaſter ſee every peer of 


parliament, every ſecretary and other officer. of 
ſtate, every chancellor of the exchequer, with 


his treaſury bags under his arm, attending and 


ſoliciting elections; and when they ſhall be 
called upon in this houſe to juſtify their pro- 
ceedings; they hall tell you, they have done 
nothing büt what they had a right to do, and 
that ſych was the opinion of this wiſe, this inde- 

* 
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pendent, this freely elected parliament. Sir, 1 
am not one of thoſe perſons, who will ever be 
for extending the privileges of this houſe to any 
ridieulods or romantic degree: if I could but 
perſuade myſelf that there was the Tealt room to 
doubt upon this occaſion, I ſhould think that 
humanity: obliged me to put the mildeſt con- 
fruttion. But really, Sir, I think the inſult 
offered to the hobſe i is of ſo'flagrant a nature, 1 
think the precedent muft prove ſo dangerous to 
the honour and independency of parliament, I 
think the conſequences muſt be ſo deſtruQtive 


to the conſtitution, as to deſerve and demand 


the ſevereſt arimadverſion, The honourable 
gentleman was pleaſed to alk, What is the object 
of the petition? Sir, I win tell him what the ob. 
jekt! is; it is the ſecurity, the freedom ol parlia- 
ments, ; and protetling the privileges of the com- 
mons of Great Britain, 4 he: from un 


right to erregt juſtice. Their moſt valuable 
privileges have been trampled upon and ins 
| ſulted, and they come now by. this petition 10 
demand juſtice: Jaltice, Sir, they wilt receive, 
and F 7 87 no. But of one thing Fam ure, 

3 166d! | LOL N 23 4/ ho that, 
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that, ſooner or later, they will have it. NI 
| ane vas diſmiſſed A 47 n 
od! le 2: ub * | 
| Dodivont eontelt afinpertancs 1 was in u 
when Sir James Peachey, Bart. and lord viſcount 
Gage (the latter having changed his party ſince 
the laſt eleſtion), were ſupported by the duke 
of Neweaſtle, and the miniſterial intereſt; and 
George Medley, Eſd. and William Evelyn, Eſq. 
oppoſed them. At this election the diſtinction 
of populaey and /ax-peyers, which has fince been, 
the fabjet of ſo much 5 86 and e en 
dun en place. | 


TO 3. 


Un the denomination of * * populacy,” 
every man who had a legal parochial ſetilement, 
and reſided within the pariſh, claimed, as in 
pot-walloping boroughs, the right of voting; and 
having exerciſed it upon all former occaſions, 
hey were deemed the legal conſtituent t body. 


An 18 of the 25 plac were in the 
intereſt of Medley and Evelyn, and precluded 
every chance of fucceſs from their opponents 
or their ſuffrages. The ſubterfuge of fetting up 


0 Alm. Deb. Com. 111. 77. | 
a diſtin 
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a diſtintt right was, therefore, reſorted to by the 
miniſterial candidates, as the only: method by 
which they might, with the aſſiſtance of the houſe 
of e e- Abe — 


!? N << 


Tax os officer, Mr, n 1 of 
the immaculult chaxaſter who filled that, ſtation at 
the laſt general eleftion, being in the miniſterial 
intereſt, and the tax-payers, by a rate, fabrica- 
ted forthe purpoſe; devoted to the ſame party, 
every elector, whoſe name was not upon the rate, 
was rejected when he tendered his vote, A 
majority being obtained by theſe; means for 
Peachy and Gage, they were returned to parlia- 
ment, and Mr. Medley and Mr. Evelyn were 
left to ſeek their 0 by e the 
1 e d iet iet end itt 5: odr 


— 
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ron the hearing of tis peziion, the, houſe 
of. commons, who were precluded. by the ad of 
George II. from allering the right of election, 
contented themſelves vith explaining it away, by 
reſolying, that by ihe word © populacy . in the laſt 
reſolution of, the houſe of c ng. as meant 
mhh ener paying ſecot. and 2 


a% 
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and that Sir James Peachy and lord rilcoune | 
. A elefled. 99 


From this 5954 until the year 1786 the: prac? 
tice of taxing only the revenue officers, and four 
or five other individuals, who were ſure to obey 
the word of command, prevailed; to the exclu- 
lion of all the other inhabitants.” © Petitions 
againſt this arbitrary excluſion were preſented in 
1774 by Meſſrs. Sayre and Chetwoode, and in 
1780 by Mr. Moleſworth, but were not attended 
with ſacceſs. The committees of the houſe of 
commons not chooſing to admit the rateability of 
men; who the Seaford magiſtrates in their N 
_ deemed e 


17 98 ras l To 
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* 


In 1774, the right honourable Thomas Pel- 
ham, whoſe father, Lord Pelham, owns the 
piles and about half the landed property in the 


| borotigh, attempted to revive the political inte- 
reſt of the fam ily, which had been negleQed-ever 


fince-the death of the late duke of N ewcaſtle, 
and the bonourable L. T. Watſon became a 
candidare 'under Mr. Pelham's patronage. A- 
Mi. Alves, who then reſided in n Harley-ftreet, 

6 had 


212 vzaforn, 


7 had ſucceeded in compelling. the 4 fverſoer of 
the pariſh to add ſeven of the non-rated inbe⸗ 


bitants to the poor rate, became a candidate 
upon their ſuffrages ; ; and, by good management, 
brought ; over eight out of the remaining ſeven- 
teen eleQors, to his irſtereſt. Wich this majo- 
rity he muſt have ſucceeded, even againſt the 
united intereſts of the oppoſitional and miniſte- 
rial parties; but as the talent of managing was 
not : confined t to Mr. Alves, and the attachment 
of this deſcription of eleftors bez neither to 
the perſon or principles of their candidates, the 
means were ſoon reſorted to, of ; detaching one 
half of Mr, Alyes's confederated club from his 
intereſt, and uniting them with the launch friends 
of government. A junktion then became ne- 
ceſſary between the remaining ſupporters of Mr. 
Alves' $ cauſe, "and the i pterelt of Mr. Pelham 
but the bevitching allurements of treaſury te temp- 
tation was continually affailing this liule p party, 
and, by the day of election, reduced em to 

ny one oſt of f their original ni number. "3 
Ma. AtpzkMan Cunz yas at his time, the 
candidate on the miniſterial” imereſt, an and bad ob- 
tained the — of a majority of thele 1 vir- 
tuous 
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tuoiis. eleQors, the whole number being at this 
time only txventy-four;. and, in endeavouring 
to prevent any prejudice which his education in 
the preſbyterian principles might create in che 
minds of his orthodox conſtituents, embraced 
the opportunity, which a ſaint's day preſented, 
of attending epiſcopal worſhip; but as Satan is 
never ſo alert in his miſchievous propenſities as 
when an opportunity preſents itſelf of refiſting 
the purpoſes of the righteous, be ſo managed it, 
as tO improve this unlucky moment, of com- 
founding all the parliamentary ſchemes of the 
convivial alderman; for, before he hadfiniſhedhis 
devotions, A new candidate was introduced, under 
the recommendation of the celebrated Jobn 
Robinſon, who had formerly depreſented this 
borough; when every elector in Mr. Curtis' 5 in- 
tereſt received abſolution from his firſt engage 
ment, and embraced the more e intereſt 
of 4 greater þ favourite. LEG e 76 oe 


ii! 


lenigi +114 to Usd Haas 

— other candidates appeared at * 
election with winiſterjal recommendation; but 
lord Neville, and Sir Peter Parker, having the 
confidence oft thoſe i in the, ſecret, 1 we fotbear to. 
mention the names of gentlemen, whoſe chagrin 


Vol. III. 3 muſt 
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muſt have been ſeverely . irritated, at finding 
themſelves the dupes of — "—_ and 
— | 


Ar the- eledion. 2 came on in March, 
1784, the numbers on the poll were, 


For - miſterial candidates 


Lord Neville, 
Sir Peter Parker, 12 


8 


For the oppoſition candidates, 7 


Fon. L. T. Watſon, 11 
Thomas Alves, Eſq. 14 


thus eletor did not vote, who, it has fince 
been diſcovered, was in the miniſterial intereſt 
but having a majority without him, he was kept 
back, that he might. not ayow his. principles to 


the oppoſite party, into whoſe, meetings. be had. 
always been admitted as a friend. 


Ax ipformality was obſerved in this election, 
which being of importance to future conteſts, 
we muſt not. omit to mention. The 7th and 
"n of William III. ch. 25. cnaQts, that the re- 

| | turning 
4 
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tätning offcer, after ine receipt of the precept 
from the ſheriff, or the proper officer authorĩſed 
to iſſue the ſame, ſhall' proceed to the election 
within eight days after receipt of the n 
meme * 


Tux bailiff of Seaford . o be 5 | 
tion on the fourth day after proclamation, and it 
being conſidered that the letter of the act was 
not complied with, only tbree days having inter- 
vened fince the proclamation, a' petition of two 
of the eleftors who voted for Mr. Watſon was 
preſented to the houſe, complatiting of his irre- 
gularity ; which being heard before à committee, 
in the month of March, 1585, It was A 
that the faid ele (tion Wis void. 


* 


Lord Nevis, who had been u en 
Sir Peter Parker, had alfb been elected for the 
county of Monmouth, This circumſtance made 
a vacancy for the borough of Seaford certain, 
before the event of the above petition was known: 
to 1 which, no _ than yu ix * engt can- 


0% d en ae ee, a The time 
fr making proclamation, holding county courts. for election, 
&c, is regulated by the 25th of George III ch. 24. £ 4. . 

h 2 didates 
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didates offered themſelves, between the time of 
the eledtion, in March 1784, and the hearing, of 
the petition, in March 1785. The number of 
eleQors being, at that time, only /wen!y-four, it 
could not ſupply a ſingle vote to each of theſe 


gentlemen, if they had perſevered in (the conteſt 
to the end of the poll. . 


Ons of . theſe e- was the late right 
| honourable Henry Flood, who, was introduced 
to the borough by the author of this work, nat 
with a view of obtaining his ſeat by the fuf- 
frages of the twenty-four exiſting yoters, who 
were to a man engaged in the intereſt of; Mr. 
Pelham, or that of adminiſtration, though it ap- 
peared that a decided majority of them was o 
be obtained, on what they called hapourab/e ſerms, 
but on the right of twice that number of inha- 
bitant houſekeepers, whoſe names had heen 
omitted in the poor rate for near thirty years, 
on purpoſe to preclude them from the exerciſe 
of cheir franehiſes. | 


Auonos r theſe perſons, whom the overſeers of 
the poor had placed in the legal deſcription of 
paupers, by charitably diſburthening them of 

their 
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their taxes, were the vicar of the pariſh, and 
fourteen county freeholders, beſides others, who 


could afford, and actually had, at the time, lent 
money to ſome: of the pariſh officers, and even 
to one of the Nee eee who allowed the rates, 


iy 4J* THY 


T uxsx non-rated inhabitants commenced their 


claim to redreſs, by appealing to the quarter- 
ſeffions of the borough, on the ground of being 


excluded to anſwer election purpoſes. Upon 


hearing this appeal, it appeared not to have 
been Wodged, at the ſeſſions next enſuing the 
making of the rate, as the law UireQts; and the 


magiſtrates Gn themſelves of that n 


0 dini i it. 


Tur overſeers took care to prevent a ſecond 
appeal on this complaint, Ey maintaining the poor 
theinſelves,” and making 10 rare, till the eleQion, 
which was ſuſpended for a year by the petition, 
then before the houſe” of SEEING was mw 
4 ma a 


+S1xQtwenns ne b himſelf a 
candidate on the intereſt of Mr. Pelham, for the 
e occafioned by lord Neville making bis 

h 3 election 


— 
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| eleftion for Monmouthſhire ; and lord Money: 
morres, ont ret pare 
the treaſury, 


Tur petition ding 3 — the. eleftion 
declared void, in March 1785, there became two 
vacancies; in conſequence of which, Sir God- 
frey Webſter united his intereſt with Mr. Alves, 
as the honourable Mr. Watſan had done at the 
former election; Sir Peter Parker, and lord 
Mountmorres, appeared under the treaſury in- 
fluence, and Sir Laurence Parſons, Bart. the 
preſent member for King's ,County in Ireland, 
became a candidate an the ſuffrages of the non- 
rated houſe-keepers, in conjunction with Mr. 
Flood, NOOR INTL: 5: 

| 17 15 Ho: 

Akin tag gal the election. third trea- 
ſury candidate appeared, in the perſon of Sir 
recommendations to thoſe already produced by 
Sir Peter Parker and lord Mountmorres, The 
government voters, who had all engaged to ſup- 
port the two laſt, were at firſt a little ſtaggered 
how | to act under theſe contradictory orders; 
but tang; the inſtructions from a proper 

perſon, 
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perſon, they diſmiſſed lord Mountmorres, with 
as little ceremony as they had, upon a former 
occaſion, . done Mr. Alderman Curtis, under 
ſimilar circumſtances. His Lordſhip however did 
not acquieſce in this treatment with quite fo much 
indifference and condeſcenſion; a very ſerious 
meetirig had nearly taken place between him 
and Sir John: Henderſon, and which was only 
prevented by the intervention of friends, whe 
ſuggeſted the propriety of an interview with a 
perſon high in office, that they might know to 
whom the blame was imputable. BEE | 
SIN DEED i ae $4674; 3,15 Fang 
Tuts meeting actually took place in a few 
days after, which we'ſince underſtood terminated 
ſo little to the ſatisfaRion of the noble Yi ſcount, 
that he took the firſt opportunity, in a dignified 
place in a neigbouring kingdom, to make ſome 
ſtrong comments in his ſpeech, on the impro- 
priety of a miniſter's not paying the moſt ſcru- 


18 11 


A h 4 Oy 
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Ox. the day of election, ſeven candidates any 
peared on the huſtings, (if-the miſerable place 
in which the public buſineſs of the:borough is 
tranſacted may be underſtood by that name) 
but lord Mountmorres, finding himſelf deſerted 
by every voter who had promiſed him, and by 
the menawho had recaived him ich cordiality, 
and announced him to the eleftors as the go. 
vernment candidate, in a ſpeech of manly in- 
dignation; declined any further connection vith 


this der, wut our AA Hate 0 
510 gt wnot eliots i 
Ar the cloſe of the poll, the numbers werey! 
For the + right tin, Henry Nos! aghr 
Sir N ne ret vi Apt bk I 
Sir Godfrey Webſter” 19 
Thomas Alves, Eſq. 1 
8 Peter Parker, 186 . 
al hen rae Henderſon,” Nera 10 2 Wn 
| „ net reg bo kuck on 


Tux xeturning officer howevrpttought proper 
to rejebt every vote for Flood and Parſons; eight” 
of Sir Godfrey"W ebſter's; ſeven of Mr. Ayers; 
tyo of Sir Peter Parker's; ad d then male a re- 
| turn a the! pe n eee 979%)" 


Ar 
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- AT this election the celebrated Mr, Harben 
made. his firſt appearance in this borough, in a 
political charaQter, having taken a lodging-houſe 
for forty days, to qualify himſelf for an occa- 
ſional voter. Mr. Hariſon, who, for the laſt 
thirty years had been conſidered as the govern- 
ment agent and patron; was —— to as 
eee n 9 | 
vel gt NI 
EI were: a 
againſt the return of Sir Peter Parker, and Sir 
John Henderſon; one, by Meſſrs. Flood and 
Parſons; a ſecond, by certain elettors in their 
intereſt; a third, by Meſſrs. Webſter and Alves; 
and a fourth, by other eleQtors- ha had voted 
for theſe gere Nee N af iff 
Turse pititions were tried by a committee of 
the houſe of commons, in February 1786, when, 
after a full inveſtigation of the claims of thoſe 
who. yoted for Flood and Parſons; the committee 
determined not to admit evidence to invalidate 
the reſolution of 1761; by which the word popu- 
lacy was explained to mean inhabitant houſe- 
keepers, paying ſcot and lot. The counſel then 
1 to prove,: that theſe perſons were 
| ratcable 
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cat n within the meaning of the 
laft reſolution of 1761; but their appeal to the 
Seaford ſeſſions not having been made within the 
time directed by law, the committee alſo reſolved 
not to admit evidenca to unn * 


is Tus petition of aſe eee hu 
diſpoſed of, the committee proceeded; upon that 
of Sir Godfrey Webſter and Mr. Alves, who ob- 


jeted to three of the votes for the fitting mem- 
bers, amongſt whom-was Mr. Harben, who. voted 
for a lodging-houſe, upon a pretended. reſidence 
of forty days. The whole three being deemed 
bad, the numbers for both parties became equal. 
Some ſtrong evidenge af. bribery vas opened, 
which, for reaſons the author is; unaeqauinted 
with, was not proceeded upon. The committee, 
therefore, upon the equality of numbers, declar- 
ed this ſecand election void. 


Ma. ALuves by this time had received a com- 
plete ſurfeit of the Seaford conteſt; and the vot- 
ers in the intereſt, of Mr. Flood, having had a 

ſecond opportunity of appealing. to the Seaford 
ſeſſions againſt the poor rate, a new one being 
made the inſtant the laſt eleQion was concluded; 
| | | | the 
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the overſeers, not expeQiing that the petitions 
againſt it would occaſion a ſecond void eleftion, 
he non-rated inhabtanta were now in à ſitua- 
tion to prove their rateability hefore a committee 
of the houſe of commons; when nineteen of that 
deſcription. being in à ſtate. of opulence much 
ſuperior to the majority of the tax payers, Mr. 
Flood's ſucceſs was placed eder ow cee 
liy of _ | 

e Arves hints declined 9405 ROT 
to future ſupport, all his little party, except one, 
vere prrvailrd an to join the treaſury jumo ; but 
a junction having been formed; between Mr. 
Pelham's ' intereſt and that of Mr. Flood, they 
became à majority of juſt two to Big all 
pion oa pens "RO nen R 77s 


iy It 


Ar che third clefion, the nne on the 
pe on, 


Forth right Mogan fra 
Sir Godfrey, Webſter, Ban. 92 
Sir Peter Parker, Bart. — . 
"1 3 * dir John Henderſon, Bart. 8 16 


324384 FELL S Tax 
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Fux returning officer again ftruck'off all ſuch 
votes as did not appear on the poor rate, though 
that rate had been rejected by the committee as 
a corrupt one; and, adinitting the whole fixteen 
votes for Parker and Henderſon, and only half 
that number for Flood and Webſter, made his 
uri to eee * e 


"bus proceedings were too Sk meet 
the eye of a committee of the houſe of com- 
mons ; for, however deſperate the imbecility and 
ignorance of a routed' patty of borough-mongers 
might make them, the character of Sir Peter 
Parker and Sir John Henderſon were not to be 
ſported with, to gratify the chagrin of ſuch 
people. A petition of Mr. Flood and Sir God- 
frey Webſter was preſented to the houſe, and, 
when the day of hearing arrived, the counſel for | 
the fitting members informed the committee, 
that their clients, being ſenfible hat the petitioners 
bad — W Thght' votes, they would give them 
uso. further tub The 'Cominittee' reportect to 
the houſe the fame Uay, March 13, 1786, * That 
the right hon. Henry Flood and Sir Godfrey 
Webſter, Bart. vere'duly tleiedy and ought ta 
have been returned.“ | 

4 | | Tnus 
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Tuvs was the cauſe of independence, in this 
little borough, triumphant over the moſt un- 
precedented oppreſſion, and in oppoſition to the 
influence of the treaſury, to a family junto of 
borough magiſtrates, or jurats, and to the united 
exertion of ſeventeen ſinecure placemen, pen- 
ſioned on purpoſe to ſupport the cauſe of ty- 
ranny. 


Tur ſyſtem of politics in this, place now. 
took an entire change: the whole of Mr, Flood's 
| friends, together with the, other inhabitants, who 
had taken no part in the election, were put 
upon the poor rates, and Mr. Hariſon, who 
had for thirty years, enjoyed the confidence of 
government, and been the acknowledged patron. 
of the borough, from, the ill ſucceſs that attend- 
ed his late management, or from a determination 
to introduce a manager of leſs ſcruple into the 
daſhing concerns of the party, was treated with 
coolneſs by the treaſury: but as he ſtill retained. 
the abſolute command of the corporation, which 
conſiſted of a bailiff, three jurats, and ſeventeen 
freemen, matters were not yet quite ripe, for 
openly inſulting and diſmiſſing him, 


+; | 117 
; Mx. 
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MI. Hast, the preſent hers of theſe po. 
litical myrmidons, had therefore time to inveigle 
himſelf into the confidence of Mr. Hariſon, and 
by an offer, apparently liberal, of undertaking to 
be at the expence of reinſtating Mr. Harifon's 
influence, upon being permitted to ſhare with 
him in the advantages attached to it, he ob- 
tained the purchaſe of ſeveral acres of land 
within the borough, from Mr. Hariſon's eſtate, 
on hich he ſoon ereQed a ſtately houſe ; and, 
having once got ati eſtabliſhment within the 
Umits“of its privileges, his next ane was 
upon * corporation. 


Tais body conſiſted moſtly of revenue of. 
ficers, whoſe places were all ſinecures, and were 
originally created here, as in the other Cinque 
Ports, for the eſtabliſhment of a government inte- 
reſt. Each individual owed his pface to the re- 
commendation of Mr. Hariſon; and it was at 
erſt apprehended, that the moral tie of gratitude 
might make ſuch an impreſſion upon the minds 
of ſome of them, as to create a difficulty in the 
attempt, of not only detaching them from the 
intereſt of their benefaQor, but in inducing 
* at the ſame time, to ſupport that of his 

: avowed 
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avowed opponent; for, whenever the experiment 
was made, the maſk of friendſhip muſt be taken 
off. | 


TrzasuRy mandates were however obtained, 
and the freemen were ſounded one by one. 
On the Michaelmas day following the late elee- 
tion defeat, this maſter-piece of * craft 
vas to be played off. 


Ir commenced with electing a creature of 
Hariſon's, but who was now privately in the in- 
tereſt of Harben, into the office of bailiff, and 
then the cloven foot appeared in Mr. Harben's 
being propoſed to be eleſted a freeman. Mr. 
Hariſon, who was preſent, fired with indignation 
at the plot which was unfolding itſelf, intreated 
the freemen, as they valued their own intereſt *, 
and if they felt a ſpark of attachment to him 
for the places they held, or the patronage he 
had ever afforded them, not to ſuffer this at- 
tempt to ſucceed againſt his political exiſtence, 
and their ſecurity. The freemen, however, 

heard this harangue with ſtoic apathy, and, when 


* The only appeal to their feelings which ſeemed to make 
any impreſſion, A 
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Hariſon. The firſt act of his reign, for he now 
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the queſtion was put; to a man _ againſt 


their benefactor!!! 


WI woke been particular in our relation of 
theſe circumſtances of political perfidy, in order 
to diſplay the pernicious conſequences, which the 
preſent ſyſtem of borough repreſentation muſt 
have upon the morals of the parties intereſted ; 


not doubting but it will be an argument of 
much weight with the eftabliſhed clergy, whoſe 


zeal in the cauſe of virtue and good goverh- 


ment, will exert itſelf with redoubled vigour, to 


obtain that reform in the repreſentation of the 


people, which is ſo immediately conneRted with 


the cauſe of religion and morality. 


Mx. Harzen having now eretted a country 
ſeat in the borough, and obtained another in 
the corporation, felt his importance ſufficiently. 
eſtabliſhed to commence open hoſtilities with 


became the avowed and oſtenſible agent of go- 
vernment, was to procure Mr. Harifon's diſmiſ- 
Gon from the ſinecure places of ſuperviſor of 
the riding officers, and captain of the cuſtom- 
kouſe boat, worth together 2701, per annum; 


. 
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the firſt; of which//he diſpoſed of to Thomas 
Chambers, the late returning officer, and the 


other he kept open for the-moſt hungry of the 
oppoſite party, to bite at Mr. Hariſon's other 
ſinecure, of. compiroller of cloth and petty cuſ- 
toms in the port of London; which, being a pa- 
tent place for life, was out of the reach TA Mr. 
Harden graſp, en ti e nent! 


Mx. Hang Was not all this while negligent 
of his own intereſt, having procured the exciſe 
of the; eaſtern part of the county to be paid into 

his hands, in its paſſage to the treaſury, (an ob- 
ject of no little importance to a country banker), 
and obtained the place of receiyer general of 
the ſtamp duties for Suſſex, worth 600 l. per 
annum for his eldeſt ſon; his next care was to 


| procure'the office of warehouſe-keeper of the 
Ramp office in London, with a ſalary of 2001. 


per annum for his ſecond ſon, which he is al- 


loved to hold as a finecure, and to continue his 


JIE at Lewes. 
"From this period. to a the preſent, this. iofigni- 


ficant little place has exhibited the moſt diſguſt- 


ing { ſcene of  profligacy, i in all is. ſhades of de- 
Ver. III. E tg - formity, 


130 SFD. | 
formity. Mr. Hariſon had the merit of manag- 
ing the government influence, in its political 
concerns, without perſecution ; but from this 
moment-ſcarce a ſeſſions, aſſize, or term paſſed, 
without indictments for affaults, informations 
againſt pretended riots, in whith the proſecutors, 
were always ſure to have been the aggteſſors, 
indiaments for perjury, robbery, and every 
crime which malicious ingenuity could give a 
colourable pretence of inſtigating. The ex- 
pence and ruin brought on individuals by theſe 
means is inconceivable, independent of the dif. 
grace and miſery that the moſt innocent muſt 
IG from the wy, 4 of Tack II 


8 boden to ito itn influence, wid 
to theſe meaſures of iniquity, Mr. James Hur- 
dis, a gentleman of independent fortune, incor- 
ruptible integrity, and poſſeſſing a mind preg- 
nant with the moſt amiable qualities, at his own 
private expence,. not only oppoſed the torrent of 
corruption, which, like a whirlwind, was fwallow- 
ing every thing in its vortex, but, with a bene- 
volence correſponding with his ſuperior virtues, 
became the advocate of the 1 and in 
the language of the inimieable Gray, 


The little tyrant of his fields withſtood,” E 
| | = « THE 
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e His viltage Hamden, the author, with 
grateful pride, acknowledges his obligations; to 
his humanity whole families owe their exiſtence; 
10 bis liberality the impoveriſhed viktim of : 
tyranny owes his reſcue from the j Jaws of a pri- 
fon; but in his praiſe the higheſt panegytick 
would exhauſt itſelf i in vain, for he has a ſenlibi- 


my which i is its own reward. 


"Wits Mr. Hurdis, 115 gentleman of che 
borough, except the three penſioned jurats, had 
the honour to act, who vainly imagined that 
it was poſſible to preſerve ſuch a handful of 
voters from the influence of venality ; ſcarce a 
week however paſſed, without ſome one being 
detached from amongſt the inferior part of their 
intereſt. The mode of corruptipg theſe people 
was, by advancing each individual a ſum of mo- 
ney (not leſs than fifty pounds) upon bond ; of 
whom, while they continued obſequious to their 
dictator, neither principal nor intereſt was de- 
| manded; bat the moment one of thoſe unfortu- 
nate men preſumed to exerciſe a will of bis own, 
the bond was exatted with unexampled rigour. 
Another engine of undue influence is, the number 


* 
1. 
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of cuſtom-houſe and finecure places, f in the U 
of the patron of this borough. 


. ' Oon readers will naturally be led to imagine, 
from the number of tide-waiters, boatmen, &c. 
who refide here, that there muſt be a harbour 

commodious for ſhipping; that the i imports and 
exports muſt be great, and the revenues ariſing 
from them to government proportionable there. 
to, but ſo far is this from being the real ſitua- 
tion of the place, that the only buſineſs done here 
throughout the whole year, is the diſcharging one 

ſolitary cargo of coals. Newhaven, which is a 
conſiderable port, where much buſineſs i is done, 
vith a third part of the number of officers, i is only 
four miles diſtant from hence; a convincing proof 
that theſe vermin are ſuffered to feed on the 
carvings of the laborious part of the public, only 
becaule their influence 1 may have ſome weight at 

che eleQion of the treaſury members. The pa- 
tronage of the cuſtom-houſe at N ewhaven, on ac- 

count of its vicinity, is aUded as an appendage to 
the treaſury agent of this place. ee | 
Tus revenue ＋ " Rotten Bead, Faſt 

Dean, and the cultom-boule of Eaſt Bourne, are 

alſo 
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alſo ſupplies with munen from e the 
eleQtors of this 3 
Ms. Hazen being ſill unable, with Alf his 
influence, to aſcertain a ſtrength that would con- 
ſtitute a majority of the electors, had recourſe to 
a'new expedient, which was not only contrary to 
the charter of the borough,” but to its cuſtom, 
practice, and conſtitution ; this was, to create 
nineteen non-reſident freemen, which Mr. Harben 
and his adviſers were weak enough to believe, 
would inveſt them with the rights of election. 
A meeting of the corporation was accordingly 
convened, at an ale-houſe in the borough,” when 
the following perſons were ares? to their 
freedom: 


1. Hon. Charles Lenox, en the duke 
of Richmond. 
2. Robert Steele, Eſq, brother u we terug 

of the treaſurr. 
3. Walker Goldſmith, brother ta one vhs 
Jurats. . 
4. Henry Chambers, ditto. 
5. Nathaniel Pain, ditto. | 
6. Henry Plaiſted, brother in law to Harben. 


13 7. Harry 
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7. Harry Plaiſted, couſin to "Ing 
8. James Harben, brother to ditto. 
9. Robert Roſam. 

10. Rev. William Gwynne, af Lewes. 
11. Rey. Arthur Is a relation. of (jen 
Kempe. 

12. William e a 5 at Lees 
and crier of the ang. King's e 

14 Philip Migbill. 

15. John Coggan, _ 
16. James Brooke, brother in way to one eo 
the jurats. a 

17. Gabriel Burroyes, "IG to —— prior” by 

18. Richard Talmage, an itinerant carpenter. 

19. Richard Thatcher, brother in law to the 
town clerk. 


2 


3.34 „„ 


Soon after which were added che Glowing: 
20. Right Hon. William Pitt !!f 
21. Duke of Richmand !1! 
22. John Young, a jack. aſs driver. 
23. William Chambers, brother to two of the 
jurats. f a 
Tae jurats in the above lift were non-eſl.- 
dents, and ſelected from different parts of the 


RR Tur 
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. Taz reſident freemen and jurats, forming a liſt 
equally curious, it may not be-amiſs to add them 
in this n 

DOB | "is 


1. Thames Chambers, bailif, ſupervifar of the 

ding officers, 1g01, per annum. 

2. James Chambers, n 

3. William Chambers, ditto, a patent waiter 
in the cuſtoms of the port of London, 1501. per 
annum, reſides at Bletchingdany ace on. 
the buſineſs of a farmer, 
. Thomas Harben, who refides at Lewes, has | 
the public taxes paid into his bank, and his two 
eldeſt ſons have places worth 900 l. per annum. 

5. Duke of Richmond, maſter general of the 
ordnance, &c. &c. &c. who never was within the 
borough but once. 

6. Lancelot Harifon, reſiding at Brighthelm- 
ane, comptroller af n 
the port of London, 200l. per annum. 
2 7. *. dn nes e e rns 
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8. Sir James Peachey, maſter of the robes to 
the king. 


"is 3. ud 
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Loved ib elem anti at on, yer 
num, upon a revenue officer:. / e 

10. Thomas II. Habe fon of the Jorm, and 
collector of ſtamp- duties, 600l. per annum. 

; It. Tilt Govets, white WS ee, 
2 per annum. but a landſman. © | 

2. Charles Wood, ae eee 
| oficer, who hu eignel wee eee 


by the pariſm. n 
1g. Henry Bean, . riding offcr 6er. YE 
annum. in 


a 14. William Baker, dit, and brother-in-law 
to the bailiff. 


15. Thomas Wood eee, gol. ve 
annum. 5 
16. John Wood, 44. nicknamed ER 
E 


e « ſchoolmaſter and an hone 
mi 


18. Thomas Hughes, 2 ae ber. 
man. 
19. Gena Sage, 4 a he ede-waie, 
and beggar-whipper to the magiſtrates. 
1M Thomas * an induſtrious labourer. 
21. Robert 
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27. Robert Spearman Bates, a well known 

Eaſt India captain, refident'at Lymington. -- 
22. Thomas Simmons, a er 0d and A 

boatman, 30l. per annum. 5 

Is Willam Simmons, age o the former. 
24- John Simmons. 

25. William Wood, fn e hn Wood, «| 

bum-bailtff, nicknamed Tippler. 

26. William Harmer, jun. by 2 

27. Henry — a drunken ae . 


low. A. f | 1797 $35 > . 0 
28. John Wood, jun. brocher to Tipple, © 
29. Thomas Verral. 


30. John Gorringe, De pt 
„ ee ee COOL 
prevarication. 
b. Ser Hughes fo bo Thinbas, Miaghes, 
II ee fo e een 
No. 11. 70 Le 
33. William Hide, alckilamicd Turpin, 4. 11 
ſiſtant to Chambers the bailiff, 3ol. per annum. 
34. Mr. Serjeant Kempe, — - 
rough, | it 


Tus intereſt of Mr. Harben, with the af. 
fiſtance of fa many non-reſident freemen, not 
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being yet deemed ſecure. another expedient was 
reſorted to. Twenty-ſix perſons, moſt of whom 
were in the employment of Mr. Hurben, as 
diggers of chalk, at eight ſhillings per weck each, 
vere brought into the borough an the eve of 
Chriſtmas day, 1789 ; when, a new pqar rate be- 
ing made the ſame evening, every one of them 
were taxed for ſuch houſes as wert gcupied by 
widows, cuſtom houſe officers / who canld not 
vote, or ſreemen whom they preſumeg had a right 
of ſuffrages by virtue of their freedom ; unden 
was rated: 2 m—— OTE e 


3 ar 


Tus 3 bee together in 
* twenty-four non reſident freemen. making 
together fifty ſurreptitious votes, amounted ty 
mote than half of the whole number of legal 
 cleQrs in the borough; and if a returning officer 
could be found to admit perſons of ſuch de- 
ſeriptions to poll, little doubt cauld be now en- 
tertained of the treaſury party ſucceedivg at the 
enſuing election, as far at leaſt as qbtaining the 
return. „ fot 
Tun diſſolution of parliament happened to 
take * . the /ix months 
© | reſidence, 


% 
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- refidente, required by the ſtatute of 26 George III. 
chap. 109, was .completed ; in conſequence 3 
vhich the treaſury junto found themſelves in- 

volved; in what appeared to be an inſurmounta- 
ble dilemma, The craft and contrivance of their 
managers, however, hit upon a ſcheme for extri... 
cating them. The returning officer was not 
compelled, by law, to proceed to elettion till the 
eighth day after proclamation, which happening 
to be Saturday, an adjournment took place till 
Monday; which manceuvre carried them over 
to the tenth day, when it was agreed to diſpoſe 
of the remaining ſeven in the following manner, 


Tas candidates to inſiſt on the fix oaths re. 
quired: by ſtatute *, being adminiſtered to each 
| pada minis nenn | 
| PORTA OUT. 


_ 1 


Tu 1 and che counſel to objef ta 
every voter, objectionable gr not, 'and to make a 
nem Wee Ne 


„e eren a is 3. De- 


claration of teſt, 4. Qath of abjuration. g. Ostk of ref 
75 8 Bribery oath, | 
which 


* 
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8 which: mode would occupy one hour and à half 
| Sal Ras Aa een 1% t e 


3 Lyon. bet Gas YN 1443+ 14-969 AIR of 
„ade theſe obſtacles, it was abe 
ble to poll more than four votes each day, till 
the ſeven days were expired; at which time the 
ſix and twenty chalk diggers might be brought 
Forward, and polled, — eee their 
6AM aqui £005 80G 122116 
- "> oben of 40 Ford e. 


* ke io Og was ela put in 3 and 
this ridiculous and reproachful, farce; was abſo- 
7 le played off for the whole ek tr 3 


"Wm. ſcene exhibited, e Cooking | 
| Againſt time, . counſel pleading againſt law, 
clergymen abjuring popery, and the immaculate 

elettors of Seaford purging! themſelves of bri- 
bery _ We 


9 
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ps the fix and twenty chalk diggers 
were brought forward on the eighth day, and 


every one of whom were admitted to poll, and 
received as good wotes,, e officer. 


Fovnrzes 
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Fvvnrtx of the voters in Mr. Pelham's in- 
tereſt were rejected; nine houſekeepers, who had 
lived ſeveral years in the borough, but whoſe po- 
litical . ſentiments not correſponding with thoſe 
the poor rate; though they had frequently ap- 
pealed to the Seaford: ſeſſions to be admitted to 


pay their taxes; Four for not having their names 


marked in the poor book, as having paid the 
laſt rate, one of whom was a gentleman poſ- 
ſeſſing at leaſt a thouſand pounds per annum pro- 


perty, and who had been a houſekeeper fix and 


twenty years in the place; and aue for having | 
moved out of an old reſidence e ee 
Ms eee | a7, 


* X. Hnisg SIE Cf 7 — "2 


ie 
/ 


This poll frm im 3 


dae e e e 1 e e 19 
| Ma. 2 OA t et 


Fon 9 miniſterial candidates, 


John Sargent, Efq. 92 7 
X. FP. Joddrell, Eg, 91 


Fox! the oppoſition te 
e Sir Godfrey Webſter 8 

John Tarleton, Elg. 48 

| 5 A Pri. 
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A rrrrrio was preſented to patiiament by 


sir Godfrey Webſter and Mr. Tafleton, imme- 
diately on its meeting, complaining of the above 


return; and the partiality of the returning of. 


ficet, &. which did not come to 4 heating till 
March laſt; when the twenty-four non. reſident 
freemen, and the twenty-ſix chalk diggers, were 
" declared bad votes, and ordered to be ſtruck 
from off the poll, without ſubje Qing the peti- 
tioners to the trouble of examining à ſingle 
Tu: poll of Sargent and Joddrell was now re- 
duced to forty-t-wo and forty-one ; and the peti- 
tioners proceeded to add nine to their own poll, 
who were houſekeepers within the borough, and 
church and king's taxes, and had appealed againſt 
all the poor rates which had been made for ſeve- 
ral years, in conſequence of their names ; having 
been omitted. it appeared, however, t that their 
laſt appeal, either by miſtake « or les, had not 


been entered on the record of the ſeflions, the 
committee refuſed to bear ee to prove 


rg" 
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Tus counſel for the petitioners next attempted 
to eſtabliſh the Bur votes who had been rejeted 
for not paying to the laſt rate, preceding the 
election to which they had been aſſeſſed. The 


committee, however, contrary to general . 
* On to allow them. 


"Tas laſt attempt of the petitioners was, to , of, 
tabliſh the vote of the man who had been reject- 
ed by the returning officer, for having changed 
his dvelling-houſe between the time of making 
the rate and the <leftion. In this they ſuc- 
ceeded · a 


Tur fitting members now opened their caſe, 
and objected to nineteen votes of the petitioners, 


upon grounds which appeared ſo very frivo- 
| lous, that had complete evidence been brought 


vp to eſtabliſh their validity, the author is per- 


ſuaded, that not one of them could have been 
deemed ineligible; however, upon ſumming 
up the evidence, the committee determined 
againſt ſeven of them, which put one of the ſit- 
ung members upon an equality with one of the 


petitioners, and 0 on e Webſter his 


ſeat. 74 
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a * 13 . þ 

4 4 1171 . 
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:. One of the electors having polled for Sar. 
: n and Tarleton, and a ſecond for Webſter 
only, the latter was one of the votes diſallowed 
by the committee, which * the e, of 
dne to Sargent and Tarleton. „ 
Tus committee, therefore, reported to the 
houſe, on 6 the 19th! March, 179% 


Ta xr John Sargent, Eſq. one of the fitting 
members, and john Tarleton, Eſq. one of the 
- petitioners, 8 2 85 elected. _ 

Tur committee, at the Game . time, e, reported 
ſpecially, 3 3, ; 5 
nl ds Cs 2 | 

* Tuar ihe fake of cleftion for they 45 * | 
ONT Seaford, in the county of Suſſex, is 
in the inhabitants houſe-keepers of the ſaid 
-town and port, paying ſcot and lot, Ae 
ine e e, 1 
- By this laſt reſolution, the corporation, con- 
fiſting of a bailiff, jurats, and freemen, which Mr. 
Harben, with ſo much difficulty and expence, 
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had attached to his intereſt, are intirely ſhut out 
from all election rights within the borough of 
Seaford, and the privilege is veſted where the 
conſtitution originally placed it; in the inhabi- 
tants houſekeepers, paying ſcot and and lot. 


Tan 1 hon. Thomas Pelham, who may 
now be conſidered as the patron of | this 
borough, both from the influence of property, 
and the perſonal affections of the people, might, 
at any period, have ſupplanted that of Mr. Har- 
ben, had he condeſcended to have e fo 
the ſame means. 


"Tut corporation, to the author's own know- 
ledge, made an offer of their ſervices to Mr. 
Pelham, -which that roma never honoured 
Ne im after. x” | 

Mi. Hans- fince be has apetede 5 Mr. 
Hariſon in the confidence of the treaſury, has 
' bad the recommendation to places in the gift of 
government, to the amount of near two thouſand 
pound per anmunt. Amongſt the perſons moſt 
favoured are his ou ſons, and Weſt, Martin, 
and Burrowes, the overſeers, 'who were the 
Vor. III. k tramers 


a; 
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framers of the poor rates which haye been the 
ſubje@ of ſo much gn: * and op- 


. 9 


Ricoh or ELZeTIONW. n 


Rxsol vx, chat the bailiff, jurats, and freemen, 


have not only voices in eleions, but that the 


eleQion is in the n, 10th Feb. DA 


| Tear by the word tab eh, is meant, inbabl. 


tants houſe-keepers, paying ſcot and lot. Dee. 
13, 1761. 


6 22 


Io refuſe the admiſſion of evidence, in order 
to ſhew, that in the above determinations of the 
| bouſe, the words, © bailiff, jurats, and freemen,” 
mean * ſuch bailiff, jurats, and freemen only, 
as are reſident within the laid town * port.” 


? 


Thar the inks. of eue is in we inhabi- 


b tants houſe-keepers of the ſaid town and port, 
paying ſcot and lot, * them monly. 1 axed, 
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NUMBER OF YOTBRS;  .:- 7 
ErcuTyY-THREE: 7 
RerurxinG orie. 

| s bailiff; Who ought to he choſen by the 

aim and inhabitants, reſident and abiding, on 


Michaelmas-day in every year. 


PATRON. 


Disrurzo between the right hon. Thomas 
pelham and the treaſury. 


ANCIENT STATE, 


SEAFORD Was formerly a large town, and had 
four churches and chapels, till it was burnt by 


the enemy. It is now only a ſmall fiſhing place, 
defended by a weak fort, erefted rather for 


political than military purpoſes. 


Ta1s place having ſent members 26 and 30 
Edward ,I. 16 and 19 Edward II. 18, 20, 
and 21 Richard II. and x Edward IV. not 


* + * 1 
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1 a8 a port, but as a borough, ceaſed ſending till 
| it was reſtored 16 Charles I. 1640; when it was 
| made a member of the Cinque Ports. : 


| 


by 1 
* 1 4 


5 ä ConhrokArIOox. 
| | Conners of a bailiff, twelve jurats, (which 
1 dre generally half or two-thirds kept vacant) 
und an indefinite number of freemen. 
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SCOTLAND. 0 


INTRODUCTION. 


Ta political. * of this kingdom uns, in 
ancient times, like to that of moſt others 
in Europe. The lands were conſidered as the 
property of, the ſovereign; his barons or vaſ- | 
ſals had territories parcelled out among them, un- 
der the condition of performing ſervice and fide- 
lity, of ſupporting him in war, and obey ing him 
and giving him counſel in peace. The lands were 
beld by che barons (by grants or charters from the 
king, as original proprietor) who were obliged to 
appear in arms when ſummoned by him to battle, 
or to attend him in parliament, if he ſtood in need 
9 of their afliſtance, in making laws or impoſing taxes 
"Ve r 5 [B} 12 
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2 . INTRODUCTION. 


Taxes a were in a thoſe days ; granted only upon par- 
ticular occaſions, ſuch as the redemption of the 


ſovereign. if a priſoner, the payment of the dowry 


of his eldeſt daughter, or the expence attending 


the making his eldeſt ſon a knight. To attend 


| parliament. was then accounted. a duty, and a 


mark of the ſubjection of a feudal vaſſal; it was 
always accompanied with _ Ew and of 
county, if mots nne 


* * o 4 * 


As the king i heb ena the 
-barons, ſo did they among their inferiors and de- 


pendents, under conditions ſimilar to thoſe which 
were impoſed upon themſelves by the ſovereign. 
The barons had alſo their baron-courts, in imita- 
tion of the parliament of the kingdom, at which 
their vaſſals were obliged to appear, and where 
they ſat and acted IEICE Wot his 
the I e lows lh 225 


12 f . 


A great Alt dp d Wit it became a prac- 


tice in Scotland, for tlie ſake of acquiring political 
E ot. * a freeholdeftate to 3 


er * n 4155 fair 
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efate, only the ſuperiority, as aftermentioned. The law, as to 


the T. Truſt-Oath, made 1 no difference in the mode, but only 


obliged 
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fair titles, but either under a back bond, or obli-+ 
gation in honour, to re-convey and to uſe it for the 
grantorꝰ's advantage. To put a ſtop to chis the Truſt 
Oath, or Oath of Poſſeſſion, was framed; which 
may be put by a freeholder to anyone who claims 
a right to vote, either at an election for a member 
of parliament, or at making up the roll of the 
freeholders of the county; and if tefuſed to be 
taken and ſubſcribed, the name of the perſon re- 
fuſing is to be ſtruck off from the roll, or liſt of 
freeholders. This oath, however, does not put 
an end to fictitious qualifications. The moſt 
uſual' methods of framing them were the follow- 
ing'®: A proprietor firſt feud out che lands, upon 
which he meant to make e debe Meg. n 8 
O68; JE 3.5 DN 5710 OEM et 0 0 
obliged the parties to rely upon the ee point of honour; | 
inſtead of a promiſe, or back bond, as to the uſe to be made of 


the vote, and as to ar rare ona 
quired. n 


* A more ab as: Was, for a eee TOR, 
whole lands, both property and ſuperiority to a friend; which 
friend firſt reconveyed the property back to the owner, and then 
parcelled out the ſuperiorities, and conveyed them to the per- 
ſons who were meant to have votes: this way was preferred, as 
avoiding any direct tranſaction betwixt the known owner and 
the new voter, | 


2 


Th ö tend; 
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friend; he then alienated the ſuperiorities in fee, 
life-rent or wadſet, to the perſons whom he wiſh- 
ed to entitle to vote-; after which, the friends, to 
whom he had feud out the lands, re- diſpoſed 
them to him; and thus he gave away the bare 


ſuperiority only. This act was legal in appear- 
ance, becauſe the law of Seotland allows a man to 
alienate the ſuperiority *, provided he retains the 


holding che fuperiority to a right to vote. But in 


this reſpect it was illegal; becauſe the perſons wha 


received ſuch ſuperiorities were underſtood, in ho- 


nout, to reſtore the qualifications when required; 


which tranſaction is done in a way ſo as not to 


make it poſſible for the voter to diſturb the titles 


of the real rem s to vote wal influ- 
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„ Tlie Count &f Seffions, un e my 


tions which aroſe in conſequence” of the general 


election, in 1768, beſides putting the Truſt-Oath, 
allowed ſeveral interrogatories to be put to thoſo 
. 8 pe 12 . mg arg 


$M On the eontrary, a man eee Wkly 
alone, except it appears that he is not then poſſeſſed of the pro- 


perty ; and hence aroſe the various devices to alienate, in appear- 


—_ the property, * to ſplitting the ſuperiorities. 


diſcovering 
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diſcovering the nature of the tranſaction. Whe- 
ther the claimant had been ſolicited to accept of 
the qualification, and if it was not given merely to 
create a vote? Whether any thing had been 
truly paid for it, or was truly and bona fide to be 
paid? Who defrayed the expence of "POW 
the eee 2. * | 
t To ſuch aan Gin i who had 
rakery the Truſt Oath, refuſed to reply, and their 
names were, for that reaſon, ſtruck off from 
the rolls of freeholders. But the deciſions of the 
Houſe of Seſſions were reverſed, upon the fame 
queſtions being brought by appeal before the 
Houſe of Lords. Ie would ſeem, that the Houſe 
of Lords, having then conſidered the Truſt Oath 
as the only teſt of poſſeſſion allowed by law, and 
that it exceeded their powers, as a court of juſ- 
tice, to adopt any other mode. of proof, this 
was underſtood to be law z, till at leſt; on che re- | 
view of two. queſtions by the Houſe of Lords, of 
a like nature, different principles were adopted. 
In the caſes of the Honourable William Elphin- 
Kone againſt John Campbell, Eſq, and others, 
Zoth of April, 1787, and of Sir William Forbes 
and others, againſt Sir John Macpherſon, 19th of 
April, 1791, it was decided, © That ſpecial in- 
of IB 3] terrogatories 


4 
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terrogatories might be put to thoſe who claimed 
a right to vote; and if, beſides taking the Truſt 
Oath, they refuſed to reply, or if, from their re- 
plies, the tranſaction appeared to be ſimulate, and 
the vote fictitious, the —_— ought to be re- 
u. N 


It was then laid down by here's be the 
law of Scotland, which it certainly is, Fhat the 
proprietor of a mere right of ſuperiority, which en : 
titles hjm only to a pennyScotsyearly, isa freeholder, 
if he be fairly holder and poſſeſſor of that intereſt 
in the lands, ſuch as it be“; but if, for the ſake of 
making a vote, one perſon, ſhall only in appear- 
ance, give to another a right of ſuperiority, while 
the receiver is bound in honour to vote either for 

ö xy 16 # "14 ; I 
* „That is ech neee 
ior are of a certain value. 
Tue law meant to give a right to vote to every man 
lands, which had been valued at 400l. Scots, in the ey 
Now any man is. allowed to vote, who is. fuperior of lach an 
eſtate, though he draws but a penpy or any nominal feu: but 
 ifa caſe can be imagined of a perſon's drawing a feu duty af 
ꝛ0 el. a year from lands valued at only zool. Scots, that would 
not give him a vote; The right to vote is fixed by the value of 
the lands themſelves, over which a man has a ſuperiority; and 
not by the value of the feu uiy yhich the ſoparlor oops Hom 
the Und 4 


him 


ABERDEENSHIRE. 7 


him or his friend, and not to diſturb the titles of 
the grantor, in ſuch a caſe, then, is a fraud com- 
mitted againſt the law, which may be inveſtigated 
in the ſame en al oder 1 8 of che 
fame kind,” FOG SBI 507. . 
Bano id! 11531757 02. 12 | 
The number of voters in Ken Nike in 
Scotland, is not greater than in many of the rot- 
ten boroughs in England. The right of voting 
being thus limited, their repreſentatives cannot 
be faid to be fairly and impartially elected, receiv- 
ing the voice of influence and power, inſtead of 
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49 At TAC 
nad, » 15 vf © b wok | - * 1B: Wy 11 7 115 3397 * 
2 ABERDEENSHIRE. 2.158 
2 5b Thr: . an 1 . Ya: 


Ni the. roll beliig"tiddetup; at a meeting 
which was held ut Aberdeen the 21ft of 
| Jay: 1790, for the election of a member to ferve 
this county in parliament, the number of free- 
10 | holders, in whom'the right of election is veſted, 

appeared to be one hundred and fifty-eight ; when 
j Haan, b Eſq." 'of Pirfour, "was unani- 
I Oey Wd rape ” 


| ARGYLESHIRE. 


AT rhe mening held at Inverary the 100 of . 
July, 1790, for the purpoſe of electing 3 
member to repreſent this county in parliament, 
the number of voters, as appeared by the. roll, was 
forty: -three.; hen n ev bee Was 
a ni e ee 


9 Fi 139 
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udo 10 2951. 
12 "Tock. of July, 1790, for he election of a. 
member to ſerve this county in gexliament tha 
number of electors appeared to be two hundred 
and twenty; when Sir Adam Ferguſſon, of g 
* ng e n | 12 — 


Þ —_ Fas 
E Ale 


ic gi LY def., 0 26! 250 

YES > ail}, 4344.4 big. 270 lc 
Ar + imeeting..of: Seeboden dvs bei 
at Bamff the 2d of July, 17%, for tbr 
e A member: e ; this. _ 


— | 
b 
.* $HTRE OF CAITANESSs . | 


then made up, was one hundred and eight 
when Sir James Grant, of Grant, Nr. was unani- 


in parliament, the number of voters on the roll | | 
mouſly elected. 8 | Nhat . TR T3624 


PATzoxs.—Duke of Gordon and Earl of Fife. 
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BERWICKSHIRE. ii Mr 
118. 2:0 196-2 bla; 41 
FEE * up the roll at r 
holders, held at Greenlaw the 1ſt of July, 
1790, for che purpoſe of electing a member to 
repreſent this county in parliament, the number 
of voters appenref ch be une hundred and fiftys 
when Patrick Home, Eſq. of gps ape wen 
undnimouſly clefted,* 


Dont «W330 10! Fo þ HDD, 2: fbi. 
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SHIRE oF CAITHNESS. = 


* the rol being ng ap bi 4k mecting 

freeholders, held at Wick the iſt 1 Þe . 
1790 for the: purpoſe” uf electing a member to 
repreſent this ſhire, in parliament, thb number of 
e the whole county was but tenty- 


two; 


10 6 III OF CROMARTY. 


two ;- when Sir Joun ede nn was Unani- 
"_ elected. * 4 


Parzos—bir Jobn Sinclair, 


SHIRE OF CROMARTY. 
I this county, according to the meeting of 


freeholders, held at Cromarty the 4 wk 
1190. there ans but'fix voters FAR 


y 


As * erh ee 43 LOR the 
exclufive ' privilege of electing the repreſentatives 
for the rs re 9 TY 

ae to our readers. SH 250 


William Plat, 210 of Solway Bank, 
"Duncan Davidſon, Eſq, of Tullock. 
Alexander Roſs Grey, Eſq. of Cr romarty. 
David Urquhart, Eſq. of Braelangwall. | 
Robert Bruce A:neas Macleod, Eſq of Cabell 
Alcxander Brodie, Eſq: of Brodie, as 


2 the faſt general dect ester theſe ſix 
electors were candidates for its repreſentation ; 


r 


SHIRE OF CROMARTY. 11 
viz, Alexander Brodie, Eſq. of Brodie, and 
Duncan Davidſon, Eſq. of Tullock. 


The following freeholders voted for Mr. Da- 


William Pulteney, Preſes. 
Alexander Roſs Grey. 


The following voted for Mr. Brodie, 


David Urquhart. 
Kober Bruce Eneas Macleod. 


Fi 


Alexander Brodie, for bimſelf. 
rer 23 WES Zi 7 4 


Preſes, William Palteney, Eſq. (according to the 
laws of election in Scotland) gave the caſting 


vote to Mr. Davidſon, who wy of courls decked 
duly elected. 


amel, Pulteney. 


1. 
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DUMBARTONSHIRE. 
O* the roll being made up, at the gs AP 


July, 1790, for the election of a member to ſerve 
this ſhire in parliament, the number appeared to 


be ſixty-five ; when Sir Archibald Edmonſtone, of 
Duncreath, Bart. was unanimouſly, ane 


® » „ 
7 . # 
8 


Parzon,—Hon, Kei bpb 5 


Py (357 - 
0 


" © 0 - * 
= 


ae” . 
* ICI e Rug of free- 


* 72.5 


then zook 9 og 53 the repreſe A of 
county in parliament, between Sir obert Lawris, 


and John Johnſtone, Eſq of Alva; when the num- 
bers were, for Sir John Robert Lawrie, twenty- 
two, John Johnſtone, Eſq. thirteen ; whereupon 
Sir Robert Lawrie was returned as duly elected. 


AAN | 1 SHIRE 
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SHIRE; OF EDINBURGH. 


O making up the roll, at a meeting of the 

frecholders, held at Edinburgh, 2 ;th June, 

1790, the number of electors appeared to be 

ninety: ſix; when Robert Dundas, Eſq. of Ar- 
niſton, was unanimouſly ee Nair en. 

tive in parliament. | 


paraox. Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 


"” FIFESHIRE. © AC? 


N 


I Ge rell being made a gs 840 | 
De _ freeholders, held at Cupar the 224 of July, 
1790, fot the Forpoſe of electing a member to re- 
preſent this thire, i in parliament, the number of 
voters was one hundred and eighty-eight ; when 
William Wemyſs, T2. of Wemyks, Was unani- 
ouſly clot 


rats Haaf 1. 


FORFAR- 


849 


FoRPARSHIRE. 


Nes e ads wp; at che weis ar fro. 
holders, held at Forfar the 2d of July, 
1790, for the purpoſe of electing a member to 
repreſent this ſhire 1 in parliament, the number 
appeared to be ninety-· two; ; when David Scott, 


Eſq. of Dunninauld, was unanimoully' elected. 


HADDINGTONSHIRE, | 


N the 0 nbd bbc at a ting: of — 
holders, held at Haddington the 28th of - 


Jas; 1790, for the purpole of electing a repre- 


ſentative to ſerve this county in parliament, the 
number was ſeventy-ſix ; when John Hamilton, 
Eſq. of Pencaitland, eee 77 


5 u — _ 
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INVERNESS Stk : 


T a meeting of frecholders, held l 

the 27th of July, 1790, for the purpoſe of 
m_ a e in — for chis 
county, 


7 > * 
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county, the number of voters, as appeared by the 
roll chen made up, was one hundred and three; 
when nme Norman Macleod, of 


10 ont el hl 585.01 + B29 2 
Parnon—Dake of Gorton, lt) h ber 
* rn wu '; _— F a 
I Wy Ive 5 3 Hoden 144 
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A a a of freeholders, held at Sins. 

haven the.14th of July, 1790, for the pur- 
poſe of electing a repreſentative in parliament for 
this county, the number of voters, as appeared b 
che roll then made up, was fifty«five ; when Robert 
Barclay; _ of Unie, was utianimouſly elected. 


SIS 1011300050000 me tent kt! f 221 
wt UG . * 19 32 (301-315 * _ ann | 
r cant TREE, ut 
*KINROSS-SHIRE... ... 


Ar. a meeting of freeholders, held at Kinroſs 
on the 6th of July, 1790, for the purpoſe 
electing a repreſentative to ſerve this county in 
liament, the number of voters appeared to be 
twenty-three ; when George Graham, Eſq. of Nil. 
tel We elected. 2 
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| 
| 
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STEWARTRY o or KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 


AT wa ani freebolders, held Kirkewd- 
| bright the 14th of July, 1790, for the pur- 
Poſe of electing a repreſentative to ſerve this place 
in parliament, the number. was, as appears by the 
roll made up, one hundred and fifty-five ; when 
Major- general Alexander Stewart was unanimouſly 


LANERKSHIRE. ani) 
FE — of be 

. holders, held. at. Lanerk the 14th of July, 
3390, far the purpaſe. of clefting their reproſen- 
tive in parliament, the number of voters was 
one hundred and forty-eight ; when Sir James | 
Steuart Denholme, of Colrneſs, Barc. was unani 
mouſly clefted. 


LINLITHGOWSHIRE, | 


1 
e Cunninghame, of Livingſtone, 
and the Honourable * * 


* 4 


SHIRE, of ORKNEY, 17 


other as candidates for the repreſentation that 
county in parliament. The number of freeholders 
is fixty-two,; of which number thirty. four voted 
＋—— wa rn and twenty for 

William Auguſtus Cunningham; whereupon 
1 Honourable John en was returned .as-duly | 
elected. ing 26 e 


Is 577 1 | e951 ad has. 4 nw, OPT 


SHIRE OF MORAY.. : 
ASI E 

Of the — e dag of free- 

holders; held at Elgin the 5th of July; 
1790, for the-purpoſe of elocting a 
_ tofervd this county in parlisemene, tHe number of 
voters wes fevenry-ſeven'; when Lewis Alexander 
„ retro was ne. 
e Ry! 


RE or CY 
Ea for the ns of —— 
between John Balfour, Eſq. Fiar of Warſater, and. 


N 
F 


18 PERTHSHIRE. '* 


ber of frecholders, as appears by the roll made up 


at the meeting held at Kirkwall, on the 28th f 
July, 1790, was forty; nineteen of whom voted 
for Mr. Balfour, and thirteen for Mr. Dundas; 
whereupon Mr. Balfour was un ue 
elected. | 6 


Pannen Thomas Dundas. 


IE 12 2 
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PEEBLES- SHIRE... 1 2% 
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A N theroll, acl up at the meeting of free- 
holders, held at Peebles. the gth of July, 


| 1790, the number of voters was thirty - ſeven; 


when Lieutenant William Montgomery eh 


ren eee n 
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Ar the laſt Seen gletion for the Tepreſcnta- 
tive of this county, there was a conteſt be- 
tween Major General James Murray, of Strowan, 
and John Drummond, Eſq. of Mepginch;{o 
which occaſion thè number of freeholdets, as 
pears by the roll made peg their Une held 


* | at 


Ross-sHIRE. 19 


at Perth the 17th of July, 1790, was one hun- 
dred and forty- five; ſixty- ſeven of whom voted for 
General Murray, and thirty- nine for Mr. Drum 
mond; whereupon the Wupper was returned ? as 
duly electee. 


RENFREWSHIRE. 


T. the laſt general election for this county, 
there was a Conteſt for its repreſentation, be- 
tween John Shaw Stewart, Eſq. of Greenock, and 
Alexander Cunninghame, Eſq. of Craigends. 07 
number of frecholders, as appears by the toll, 
made up at the meeting held at | Renfrew the 
24th of July, 1790, was one hundred and twenty- 
eight; twenty-two of whom voted for Mr. Stewax, 
and twenty-one for Mr. Cunninghame; where- 
upon Mr. Stewart was ö * returned as 
duly electſe. 0 
| £ 1 1 þ 
 ROSS-SHIRE. [Ez 
\N * 3 vy of the — at * 3 
of freeholders, held at Tain the 16th of July, 


1790, fo the purpoſe of 8 nnn. 
„ [C's 


20 SEULKERKSHITRE.” 


to ſerve this ſhire in parliament, the number of 
voters was ſeventy two; when William Adam, 
Eſq. the younger,” bog rar was ukanemoully 
elected. | 


| ROXBURGHSHIRE,. 5 


. A the laſt * dedlon there was a conteſt 
for the repreſentation of this county, be- 
tween Sir Geotge Douglas, of Springwood Park, 
and John Rutherford, Eſq. of Edgarſtoun. The 
number of freeholders, as appears by the roll 
made up at their meeting, which was held at 
Jedburgh the 24th of July, 1790, was eighty- 
one; thirty of whom voted for Sir George Doug- 
las, and twenty-five for Mr. Rutherford; where- 
_— Sir whe; 1.4 was declared duly elected. 


SELKIRKSHIRE. | 


Ta, number of freeholders for this county, 
as Appears by the roll which was made up 
at their meeting, held at Selkirk the 2d of July, 
1796; fot ehe purpo ; of * a member to 
11 ſerve 


' SHIRE OF SUTHERLAND. 24 


| ſerve them in parliament. was forty ; when Mark 
Pringle, Eſq. of Fairnilie, was , unanimauſly | 


STIRLIN GSHIRE. 

AT the laſt general election there was a con- 

teſt for che [repreſentation of this county, 
between Sir Alexander Campbell, of Ardkinlaſs, 
Bart. and Sit Thomas Dundas, of Kerſe, Bart. 
The number of frecholders, as appeared by che 
roll then made up, at the meeting which Was 
held at Stirling the 6th, of July, 1790, vas fifty- 
nine; twenty: eight of whom voted. for Sir Tho- 
mas Dundas, and twenty-two for Sir Alexander 
Campbell; whereupon Sir T homas was returned 
as duly dlected.. 0 % 


wy - <4 


SHIRE oF SUTHERLAND. 


| AT the laſt fol. cn election, chere was a con- 
teſt for the repreſentation of this county, 
between General James Grant, of Ballindallock, 
Robert Bruce Aneas, Macleod, Eſq. . of, Cad- 
| | 1-5 ! doll, 


22 SHIRE or BUTE. 


boll, and Robert Home Gordon, Eſq. of Embo, 
The number. of freeholders, as appears by the 
roll made up at their meeting, which was held at 
Dornock the 14th of July, 1790, was thirty-five; 
nine of whom voted for General Grant, five for 
Mr. Macleod, and three for Mr. Gordon; where- 
upon the N was e as duly elected. 


" i 5 . 2 5 


| WIGTONSHIRE. e att 


6 O wich ola 10 up, at the chooting of 
freeholders, held at Wigton the 16th of 
July, 1790, the number appeared to be fifty- 
three; when Andrew e te of Cul. 
rhe e ee 10 % & 
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Are the making up bp the roll of freeholders, 
at a meeting held at Rothſay the 22d of 
April, 1784, fince which time the freeholders have 
had no meeting, (not ſending a repreſentative to 
this preſent parliament) the number of cleftors 


heparan to be twelve. | 


; 


- 
'@ 


bargen Ben of Bute. | 
7 : 4 : | $..4 F CLACK- 


Kass :;- 1 


1 eesti. = 
Ar a meeting of the freeholders of this county, 
held at Clackmannan the 2gth of Novem- 
ber, 1788, ſince which time they have had no 
meeting, (not ſending a member to this preſent 
parliament) the number of voters, as appeared by 


the roll W. e e, 

| ; : | ; 0] 
MO RITES IQ 7 T8 97 07 N 
tn len » NARNSHIRE. 805 
iet on eh ore Wi wo 


r meeting of the" Hake" of Ul. 
county, held at NAirn in Michaelmas, 1789, 

ſince which no meeting has been held, this ſhire 
not returning, a, member to this parliament, the 
number of voters, as appeared on the roll then 
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BY « IP VICAR padtiarabd; paſt is 

1706, and which was afterwatds 6ngroffed in 
the Treaty of Union, the city of Edinburgh i is 
allowed to elect one commiſſioner or repreſenta- 


tive to ſerve in Parliament; While the reſt of the 
boroughs, which are divided into fourteen di- 


bh impowered ip eng. one fo, egch Ai: 


od nin, 1. 1155 r f Gand 9 4 


0.2710 on 22 idr ie 


'F PLL the 3 and magiſtrates of the 
royal borov abs in Scotland were cleged annually, 
by a poll of the burgeſſes, as they. Weg in Eng- 
land, agreeable to the principles of our conſtitu- 
tion; but, by an act of 1469, this mode was al- 
tered, and the old council ordered annually to 
chooſe the new one; both of which united to elect | 
the office bearers and magiſtrates; ; but the directions 
of the ſtatute having never been exactly attended 

to, there 1 is now no 2 rule for the election of 
a the 
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the council and niagiſtrates of the royal boroughs 
generally ; "I ne Lg = 
ne 
| The form. of kb of the 
repreſentatives of the fourteen diſtricts of thele 
boroughs is this. The ſheriff, on receiving the 
writ, indorſes on it the date on which it came to 
hand; he then makes out a precept to every bo- 
rough within his juriſdiction, requiring them 
to elect a commiſſioner to meet at the preſiding 
borough of the diſtrict, there to aſſiſt in electing 
a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament. Theſe precepts 
muſt be delivered by the ſheriff to the chief ma- 
giſtrate reſiding in the borough, within four days 
after receiving the writ, under the _— tool. 
ſterling for each offence... | 1 
Under s like perialiy the 88 muſt 
de ende precept the date of its delivery; 
and, within two days, muſt call a meeting of the 
council of the borough, to fix a day, at the diſ- 
tance of at leaſt two free days, for the election of 
a: chmmiſGoner or delegate, to go to the head- 
borough to vote at the election of a member for 
the diftrift. The council meeting for this elec- 
pony: then take the oath of POR and ſign 
the 
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n n clerk: then takes an oath 


ga againſt bribery, and ſwears to make a faithful re- 


turn. The votes being then put, the clerk is or- 
dered to draw up a commiſſion, to the perſon 
who has the majority, and to ſign and affix to it 
the common ſeal of the nn. te, 


The ee e the differen e 
being thus choſen, meet at the preſiding or head 
borough of the diſtrict, on the thirtieth day after 
the zefe of the writ; or, if that ſhould fall on a 
Sunday, on the day following, between eleven and 
twelve o'clock in the forenoon. The co 
from the preſiding borough then adminiſte 
the clerk of his on borougl, who! is: alfo deck 


of the meeting, an oath againſt bribery, and that 
eee ee e 4 


FN. GR 1 


Having thus Sic, A een of the law 


of Scotland; with reſpect to the authority which 


the royal boroughs have, of electing repreſenta- 
tives to ſerve them in parliament, and the manner 
in which the delegates or commiſſioners are choſen 
| and ſent to the preſiding borough to proceed to 
ſuch election, we ſhall now proceed to give the 
names of the boroughs . which--compoſe the di- 
180 ee with the names of * 


who 
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who are generally elected and returned by them to 
ro! e- pe- OI Nn 1 Seeg 
! >» Ha 1512 G07” 7217 


be city of Edinburgh, being a Ms of ni 
note, we ſhall, with leave of our Readers, uw 
it at N 1 of the gr oe 


: PoLITICAL CHARACTER. 
"PHE mode of 'proceeding at the election of 
the member of parliament for this City 15 EX- 
tremely ſimple, the right of election being in the 
whole magiſtrates and council, ordinary and ex- 
traordinary, united. The cletk (although perhaps 
he lies under no ſtrict neceſſity by ſtatute to do ſo) 


uſually takes the bath againſt Vtibety, and to make 
a faithful return. u Mime 


"The whole is ſettled in a general, but rather in- 
accurate way, by an act of the 6th of Queen 
Anm, C. 6. 5.“ The Sheriff of the ſhire of Edin- 
Burgh mall, on the receipt of the writ, directed 
to him, forthwith direct his precept to the Lord 
ane Edinburgh, to cauſe a burgeſs to be 

elected 


28 Scorch BOROVGHS, 


elefted:for that.city ; and, an Abe trceipt of. boch 
precept, che mp aß Bdigburgh: (hall: Alete din 
member; and their common clerk ſhall certify his 


name to the ſheriff of Edinburgh, who ſhall an- 
nex It. to his. Writ, nnn . Hh S9f 93,1 


The council by — the member is clefted 
| A provoſt 
Dean of guild | * 
4.1 Treaſurer CO BED 13 *. 

212 Sf} Old provoſt 10 tom abt 

* 21 4jio vil | Four old: hailjes ode a ty 
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124014 20 ld treaſirer 3 me Arti Slot 
41150 0 merchant Senne, Minato  * 
6 60 i mn counſellors. i cn T9bnt 221 2 
Sir ordinary cpuncil deacgps.. er i 
Eight NY ee r Bs 


| These voters are all * dp inne of Mr. 
Dundas, their preſent repreſentative... The. enor- 
5 maus patronage which this gentleman 16 neceſſa- 
rily 3 in potſcſhon, of, from, the various ang Jucra- 
tive places which he halds under Government, in- 
ſures do him the ri of ſucceſs ſor the fe- 


A. preſentation 
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preſentation of the, city, unattended both with 


the trouble rn eee eee. m 
nn to his intereſt. 


NvnunER· or — 


— Hon, Henry Dundas. 
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7 * hs laſt RT (lecdion, 5 Charles 18 | 
of Balnagown, Bart. was extern t to 
repreſent them in n 89 TD 5 
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Tuts ailrict, of which Fortroſe was the pre- 
. 1 * alſo Urs, 1 
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At dhe laſt general election, Sir Hector Monro 
ente 9 
— Jon ode 2 Weber 31 j 


*; 
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' DISTRICT III. 


Tuis diſtrict, of which as the eig 
borough, compriſes alſo e Cullen, Kintore, 
anc Iaverary. | 
1 255 5 b iter een 
| ICED e Ss wi Brodie;. 
' Eſq. was unanimouſly elected to repreſent them in 
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Td n Tr BETTS Hirai to 3 
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ander w. | 7 
Tus difri bf hibh Aberdeen wa the ; pre- . 


7 


ſiding borough, comprehends alſo Montroſe, Bre- 
chin, Aberbrothock, or I nverbervie. ; 


"4, 


At the laſt general Adden thera as an oppo 
tion for the 9 of theſe boroughs in 
parliament 


744 up 7 „ 
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parliament between Alexander Callender, Eſq. of 
Crichton, and Sir David Carnegie, of Southeſk. 
The delegates of Aberdeen, Montroſe; and Inver, 
bervie, voted. for Mr. Alexander, and thoſe of 
Brechin and Aberbrothock for Sir Dayid ; when 
Mr. Callender was elected, and duly returned. 
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Surv 4b - DISTRICT v. 


Tuts diſtrict, of which Perth was the ee 


borough, compriſes alſo n * b ae 
Cupar, and Forfa. i 


At the laſt general election for theſe IPs 
a conteſt took plate between Captain George 
Murray, of Pitkeathly, and Captain Colin Camp- 
bell, of Carwhin. The commiſſioners for Dun- 
dee, St. Andrew's, 'Cupar, and Yorker, voted for 
Mr. Murray, and that for Perth for Capt, Camp- 
bell; when n Murray OR nes, as du 
elected. ; | 
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8 " DISTRICT VI. 8 
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— TY of which Craill was the bat 
borough, comprehends alſo Kilrutny, Anſtruther 


Welker, Anftruther Eafter, and Pittenween. 


At * laſt i election there was a conteſt 
for the repreſentation of "theſe boroughs in parlia · 
ment, between Sir John Anſtruther and Thomas 
Erſkine, Eſq. late Britiſh Conſul at Gottenburgh. 
The delegates for Anſtruther Weſter, Anſtruther 
Eaſter, and Pittenween, voted for Sir John, and 
thoſe for Craill and Kilrenny for Mr. Erſkine ; 


whereupon Sir John eee returned a ; 
duly elected. 
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At the laſt geneml Herkipa - chess wen us vpe 
frion for their Me iis in nn be⸗ 
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tween the Honourable Charles Hope and John 
Crawfurd, Eſq. of Auchinames. The delegates | 
for Kinghorn and Kirkaldie voted for Mr. Hope, 
and thoſe. for Dyſart and Bruntiſland for Mr. 
Crawfurd ; when Mr. Hope was elected by the 
caſting vote of the delegate ar Kinghorn, the re- 

turning borough. | | f 
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This diſtri, of which Stirling TD 


| gag borough, compriſes alſo as e 
WN Culroſs, and . 


At the aft: SOS election, Sir Archibald ; 
Campbell was elected without oppoſition. &. ' 
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' DISTRICT IX. 


. | ( f 2 
This diſtrict, of which Rutherglen was the pre- 
ſiding borough, comprehends alſo e — 
frew, and Dumbarton. 1 
Vor. III. [DJ At 
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At the laſt n election, Mr. Dea 
was unanimouſly ways | Wy bitt 297 
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DISTRICT 1 | 


This diſtrict, of whach Jedburgh was the pre- | 
| ſiding borough, compriſes alſo Dunbar, North 
Berwick, Lauyere, and e 355 

At the laſt 1 cleQion there was a a "conteſt 
for their repreſentation. between the Honourable 
Thomas Maitland and Colonel Fullarton. The 


| delegates for Jedburgh and. Haddingron voted for 
Mr. Fullarton, and thoſe for Dunbar, North 


Berwick and Lauder for Mr. Maitlandz Lina , 
upon. the latter gentleman was returned. 1101/7 
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This diſtrict, of ch Peebles was the return 


ing borough, N 1priſes alſo eee Selkirk, 
ahd Lanerk. 
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At the laſt dental! ulation; Willam me 
1. ee 20 ref | 

Nusse or Vorkus. —FOUR. 

This diſtrict, of which Dumfries was the pre- 
ſiding borough, comprehends alſo Kirkcudbright, 
Annan, Lochmaben, and Sanquhar. | 

| At the laſt general election there was a conteſt 
for their repreſentation in parhament between 
Captain Millar, Jun. of Dalſwinton, and Sir James 
Johnſtone. The delegates for Annan and Loch- A 
maben vored for Sir James, and thoſe for Dum- 
fries, Kirkcudbright, and Sanquhar, for Captain 8 
Millar; e Captain Millar was returned. 
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DISTRICT XIII. 


This dillrict, of 18 Whithorn was 18 pre- | 
ſiding MIS compriſes alſo New 2 
Stranraer, and Wigton. | | 
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At the laſt general election chere was an oppo- 
Kada for their repreſentation! between, Lord Daer 
and Colonel Balfour. The delegates for New Gal- 
loway and Stranraer voted for the former, and 
thoſe, for Whithorn and Wigton for the lat- 
ter; when Colonel Balfour was declared to be 
duly elected, Whithorn 22871 the IC bo- 
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This Altri, of which Dew was the returning 


borough, comprehends alſo 8 2 815 
e and Ayr. 


4 


At the laſt general dee, che Honourable 
Colonel Charles Sruare was s unanimouſly _ 
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By the. above Table it appeats that SEVENT.Y-ONE boroughs, 
excluſive of Calais in Prance, which brmerly ſent members to parlia- 
ment, are now disfranchiſed; and that borougha have been created and 
annihilated, from the reign of Edward I. to that of Charles IL. at the 
whim' of tach ſucceſſive monarch. We may here be allowed to aſk 
the enemies of reform,- whether the "conſtitution would receive a 
8 injury from the dis franchiſement of Old Sarum, Gatcos, 
aſtle Rifing, or Midhurft, than it has at preſent ſuſtained from the 
diſqualification of Leeds or Mancheſter. It ſurely becomes neceſſary 
10 aboliſh the exiſting rotten — or, according to the argument 
of our opponents, to make the conſtitution complete, by reſtoring the 
 ſeventy-one which have been diſcontinued. . 


(4s) 


JF AVING exhibized a picture of the deformity 
of the preſent ſyſtem of repreſentation, we 
wiſh, before we cloſe the ſubject, to lead our 


readers to the more pleaſing contemplation of a 


perfect one. The plan adepted by the Weſtmin- 
ſter Committee of Aſſociation, and that introduced 


into Parliament by the Duke of Richmond in 
1730, being, in principle and eſſence, the ſame, 
we devote our production to the purpoſe of diſſe- 


minating a knowledge of them amongſt the 


| people, ſatisfied that a reform, ſo univerſally admit-, 
ted to be eſſential to the exiſtence of our liberty, 


has been ſo little attended to, owing to its having 
been fo little known. The venom of corruption, 


| which infuſes its poiſon into every branch of the 


preſent ſyſtem, like liquid fire in the ſea, would 


be obliterated among the great maſs of the 
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Report of the Sub-Committee Mus iſer, appoliyed 
April 1a, 3780, 1a tale into: confideration.all-fuch 
1, matters, relative to the election of Members Par- 
Ant, a May fromnte the [a 1 wits . 
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Feu be Tavern, May 1 1780. 
4 "HE Sub- committee having duly examined 
1 dhe various ſtatutes bf this realm teſpecting 
the election of members io ſerye in the Commons! . 
Houſe, of Parliament, more particularly ſuch as 
were enacted for the purpoſe of guarding EY 
_ the prevalence of bribery and corruption at elec- 
tions, and the operation of every other ſpecies of 
| undue influence upon the, electors and elected; 
and reflecting upon the inefficacy of theſe proyi- 
ions with reſpect to the prevention of evils, Which 
chreaten the final extinction of our liberties, jare 
decidedly of opinion, that no effect ual reformation 
of the abuſes in queſtion gan take. place, unleſs 
the people exerciſe their inherent and undoubxed 
right of reviewing the whole plan, of delegation, 
and by recurring to the firſt principles of our con · 
Nigution, again eſtabliſh it upon its fen deu 
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When error has obtained the ſanction of time, 
it appears to the unthinking mind under the ſem- 
blance of truth; and even men of reflection, who 
have formed a juſt conception of its nature and its 
tendency, are in ſuch circumſtances alarmed with 
apprehenſions at the firſt attempts for its correc- 
tion. However, as the conſequences of error, in 
proportion to its magnitude and extent of opera- 
tion, are manifeſtly evil, and as conſtitutional er- 
rors may therefore be ſuppoſtd to be unavbidally 
productive of national calamity, it is ſurely mdre 
_— in the ptoper ſeaſon, to ſubmit to the per- 
haps 1maginary inconveniencies of a. reformation, 
than to ſuſpend out exertions, until we are obliged 
to encounter thoſe accumulated miſeries, Which 
an obſtinate perſeverance, in an acknowledged | 
| courſe. of error, muſt n hg RIS | 
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The We 5. evi in dis Hibs? hour 

| proves the prevalence of error; and it does not 
require any extraordinary degree of ſagacity in the 
politician and philoſopher to diſcover, that the 
primary error, and the fruitful ſource of the matiy 
evils which we feel, conſiſts in a departure from 
fundamental principles, in the preſent conſtitution 
of the Commons Houſe of Patliament: in con 


. — g's 3 | D 4] Is ſequence. 


: +. 66-3 
- ſequence of which, it is no longer obedient to tho 
| will; or ſpeaks the yaa of grep 
tent es of che N | 
e application 7 for the RY of 
dhe preſent grievances of the nation, that ſhall be 
made to a body of men, no longer under the in- 
fluence of their conſtituents, but on the contrary 
© uniformly acting in ſubſerviency to the views and 
intereſts of the crown, muſt of neceſſity be unſuc- 
ceſsful; and, from the natural effect of diſappoint- 
ment upon the human mind, wilt i impair 
5 be dat p an worn 5 85 6 0 
M ne 3 
ie to the} crown- to ſulpend the exer- 
tion of its influence, or to repair the breaches made 
in that part of the conſtitution, Which was in- 
tended to be the bulwark of the people againſt its 
encroachments, pre. ſuppoſes ſuch an ignorance of 
the principles, which, in certain cirevimſtances, 
are found invariably to actuate the human heart, 
that one would be led to imagine the uſe of argu- 
ment would be ſuperſeded by the obvious OE 


dity of the expedient,” 0 1 * $$ a 


110 
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The event of ths adheres: eden | 
ed, has confirmed the concluſion which right re- 
1 75 would have fuggeſted 3 and | it now ſtands a 

| truth, 
915 


( 9 ) 
truth, recorded for the benefit of every future ge- 
neration, that when. the point in queſtion is a re- 
dreſs of grievances, originating in oppreſſion, or 
a reſtitution of the rights and «eg of” wy | 
n - G der gere , . We ns 


1 
. 


To W ad Abb ee Shall an in · 
jured people have reſort in this alarming moment, 
when a deſperate faction, in the midſt of public 
calamity and diſtreſs, has manifeſted a determined 
purpoſe of perſevering in a line of eonduct, which, 
if perſiſted in, muſt inevitably end in the ſubver 
ſion of our liberties, and the deſolation of out 
ſtate? The ſun of England's glory Heyn . ſoon 
e e e e, r e eee 

0 hope ſtill remains in the native energy of 
the great collective body of the people; the native 
energy of a race- of men, who havealways-ſtood 
diſtinguiſhed in the annals of nations for every R- 
beral ſentiment, and 2 805 3 . that 
0 . 2s our- Rand: 7 N 

The peactful « ativan ; of his iy power, aft 
ing by committees freely choſen, are ſufficient, 
under the providence of Heaven, to re-eſtabliſh 
the conſtitution in its ancient vigour, The public 
| en We e ee the publie 


voice 


( 54 ) 


voice at length appears diſpoſed to bear its teſti- 
topos; VI, þ 


Tho the refloration of the Colm „ Ru 7 Par- 
liament to freedom and independency, by interpoſition 
of the great colleflive body of the nation, it Maly 
neceſſary to $9 owing a fru fan. | 


The 4 dp of the times and the pe- 
culiar nature of the means, which muſt be em- 
ployed for cſſecting our deliverance, require, that 
the propoſed plan be exhibited complete in all its 
eſſential forms ; and that its various parts, being 
combined in ſtrict and neceſſary union with each 
other, be eſtabliſhed at 082 and the ſims moment 
of time, 
| eee 
preſent Common: Houſe of' Parliament ; when 
ve behold à majority of its members, in de- 
fiance of our petitions, and their own ſolemn de- 
claration, perſiſt in encreaſing the burdens of the 


people, and in a ſtedfaſt purpoſe of oppoſing every 


meaſure of redreſs, deſponding apprehenſions may 
for a time take place in the minds of the beſt and 


braveſt of our countrymen, Reflection, however, 
will diſcloſe a more pleaſing profpe&t ariſing from 
the very nr of our diſtreſs ; more vigorous 

counſels, 


(55) 


counſels, and an happy unanimity will. be the un- 


avoidable reſult; the alarm of the nobility for the 
yery exiſtence of their preſent ſp endid diltinftions 
will co-operate with the poigrant feelings of the 
people; and every rank and deſcription of men 
will ſeel the propriety, the neceiſity of eſtabliſh- 
ing that plan of parliamentary reformation, which 
hold forth our beſt, and indeed our only ſecu- 
rity, wh oppo gant of the 
nee La ne 


Palins cond. eee 
ſoul, is plain and ſimple; it recommends itſelf 
powerfully 10 the general ſentiment : and, when 
unveiled in its intrinſic purity, will afſuredly call 
forth the animated exertion of - millions in * 
pon, | | 


eee of the prople in 8 
great council of the nation, annual elections, and 
able to the natural feelings of mankind, that no 
ſophiſtry can clude the force of the arguments 
rights of ſo tranſcendent a nature, that, in oppoſs- 
tion to the claim of the people to their enjoyment, 
the longeſt period of preſcription is pleaded i in 
vain. They were ſubſtantially enjoyed in the 


ol 


. 


times of the immortal Alfred; they were ehe · 
riſhed by the wiſeſt ptinces of the Norman line; 
they form the grand palladium of our nation; 
they ought not to be eſteemed the grant of Royal 
favour, nor were they at firſt extorted by violence 
from the hand of power: they are the birthright 
of Engliſhmen, their beſt inheritance, which, 
| without the complicated crimes of treaſbn to their 
country, and injuſtice to their poſterity, they can- 
not alienate or reſign: they form that triple cord 
of ſtrength, which alone can be relied on to hold, 
may mage ny eee ere | 


n ; 34407 


f Wich elbe n Ae deey e reforming 
the repreſentation of that country, and of recurring 
to the conſtitutional practice of annually electing 
the priſons _ to neee oy: neee 
nn ve, N TEAS ; ; | , 
+4432 %* *344% eee N iin 
That the baren Fn Gp 
the 17th of March, decided, in the affirmative, 
upon the propriety of theſe meaſures, with una- 
nimous voice; that the committee from which 
this body received its inſtructions, have, with 
fimilar unanimity, given their ſuffrages to the 
ſame ſentiment; and that the General Meeting 
of the inhabitants of Weſtminſter vpon the 6th 
. ng declared, That the people of England 
| have, 


( $7) 


have, and always had, a clear, unalienable, inde- 
| eaſible right to an annual election of their repre- 
ſentatives, as well as to an adequate and equal re- 
that of any act or acts of parliament; and that 
the attainment , of theſe important conſtitutional 
| objects is the moſt eſſeclual expedient for reſtoring 


Win regard to the, reſt it on of. the ae 
right of ſuffrage the Sub · committee . — 


the reaſonableneſs and expediency of the meaſure 
will probably be more apparent, if the full extenc 


are inſeparable, is founded in truth; but the un- 
due preference that has been afforded to the rights 
of property, in various diſcuſſions of this ſubjeck, 
has tended to keep, out of fight other principles, 
equally. efſential to a juſt conception of this 
queſtion, _ de vn N n 371 


"I PR re n et 1 
A portion of the ſoil, a portion of its produce, 
may be wanting to many; but every man has an 


C 


paberaſbts his Ui kis liberty, his kindred, Ad his 
country; and when laws affecting theſe ate made 
by perſons; to whom he hath not delegüted the 
power, each of theſe poſſeſſions, which are as Tab: 
ſtantial, as if, Hke land or money, they weft ob- 
jets of the ſenſes, may be invaded, ank probably 
would be invaded by thoſe, who, being poſſeſſed 
ol property, che grand enchantreſs*of the world; 
would thereby be enabled more ſucceſsfully to 
gratify that luſt of deſpotic power, which ſo ſtrong- 
—— the aeg ee ieee e, 
CC 
The exerciſe of « che poor man's elective 1 is 
therefore eſſential to his freedom; and although. 
in ordinary caſes, he may ſometimes diſpoſe of his 
ſuffrage without a proper regard to its importance, 
yet, when public calamity demonſtrates that pub. 
lic confidence has been abuſed the opportunity 
of rectifying the evil by à more judicious delega- 
tion will probably not be neglected. Cotimon- 
ſenſe will inftru&hint that his own free and ub 


aſſed voice, united with the voices of that ttume- 


rous claſs of fellow citizens, Who are his fellow 
ſufferers, at ſuch a period, will prevail oyer the in- 
tereſted oppoſition of the tyrants of their ſpecies, 
and finally eſtabliſh the real friends of N 
and of cheir 1 in the ſeat of power. 

tn! | 3X5 ; 1 
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It may - alſo be obſerved, 4 emen e 
would have a ſtronger. tendency: to generate pro- 
per ſentiments of affed ion to the community, and 
nore effectually recall the minds of the riſing ge- 
neration froma courſe of diſſipation and attachment 
to unworthy gratifications, chan the perception 
of that ſhare. of political conſequence, which' che 
rofiirution of the MARIE Ra _ 
al SHS Sad Gr 2B a are ef ihe 

7 "pt ah 1 | LV; $294 
ifs cm aide — :abaliicants of this | 
kingdom, with a, few Exceptions, are ſubject to 

the obligation of ſerving in the Militia. Shall a 

man therefore be thought unworthy of a ſuffrage 

in the election of his repreſentative, and at the 

ſame time ſhall his fellow citizens intruſt to his 
fidelity and courage whatever they hold dear? Is 
it reaſonable to deny to a citizen, when he has at- 
rained to maturity in his mental capacity, the com- 
mon privilege of a freeman, the right of being go- 
verned by laws, to which, the aſſent of himſelf. or 
his repreſentative has been obtained, and at cha 
lame {ae to avail ourſelves of his bodily ſtrength ?- 
Is it generous, is it politic, to treat him as an 

alien in the community, at the moment he may be 
ornamenting it by the powers of his underſtand- 

as. or e eee c o bet 
Urged | 


6e | 


Ad by the force of thele refleftions, your 
Sub · committee have. conſidered che points pro- 
laws relating to the ſubject of parliamentary elec- 
tions, and find themſelves under a neceſſity of 
pronduncing the far greater part of them to be 


founded upon partial conceptions, unjuſt. reſtric- 


tions, and falſe meaſures of expediency, which 
will not ſtand the teſt when contraſted by the ac- 
knowledged WRC of- * a o this 
me ; A 
\ More: menen. it appear to your Sub-com: 
mittee, T1 non 
51. e, 3 Safes wi of the la. | 
tute of disfranchiſement, paſſed in the eighth year 
of the reign of Henry VI. and the triennial bill 
of the fixth of William and Mary, which at- 
tempted to give the firſt legal ſanction * 
tinnance of the ſame parlament beyond the period 
mons of England is virtually annihilated; and an 
inſtitution, which was intended to be the peo- 
 ple's. defence againſt -ariſtoeratic domination, or 
e nne, in the 
hands 


( 61. ) 


hands of the mituſter, to tax, oppreſs, inſult, and 
enſlave the people of this country. 


2. That the preſent inequality in the repreſen- 
tation, in a great meaſure originates in an arbitrary 
exerciſe of the royal prerogative, whereby, in op- 
poſition to the cleareſt principles of the conſtitu- 
tion, the crown preſumed to authorize, at pleaſure, 
certain incorporated bodies to ſend members to the 
Commons' Houſe of Parliament ; the unſuſpect- 
ing people of this country at the ſame time not at- 
tending to the inequality, that from thence muſt 
neceſſarily take place in the repreſentation, to the 
fubſtanrial injury of themſclves, and . ſucceed- 
ing man Es 


That i in conſequetce of the decay of many of 
theſe corporations, and through the partiality of 


the crown in various periods of our hiſtory to its 


own tenants and dependants, there is at. this time 
a degree of repreſentation enjoyed by many bo- 
roughs of this kingdom, far exceeding the bounds 
of due proportion, and too dangerous to the pub- 
lic freedom to eee endured. 9515 TRY 


Jef „That more e Gone ats of perligment, 
have been paſſed ſince the firſt invaſion of the li- 


berties of Engliſhmen in the reign of Henry VI. 
Vor. III. (E] for. 


= 
* 
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| ( 62 ) 
for the purpoſe of regulating elections that tu 

mults and diſorders, bribery, perjury, and falſe 

returns, with a long train of other attendant evils, 
have been multiplied, in proportion as the acts 
were multiplied, which, under pretence of re- 
moving theſe evils, have in fact perpetuated them, 
and at the ſame time have aboliſhed, and almoſt 
. obliterated the remembrance of the univerſal right 
of ſuffrage, which forms one of the moſt impor- 
tant franchiſes of the Engliſh people. 


4. That every attempt to baniſh bribery and 
corruption, and undue influence, white the preſent 
reſtrictions on the right of ſuffrage, and imperfect 
repreſentation in a ſeptennial parliament ſhall ſub · 
fiſt, would only be calculated to deceive and — 
the nation to its aan UeftruRtion;” | 


1 inſtead of citing e to oats 0 our 

en by. regulations incompetent to the purpoſe 
| propoſed, reformation ſhould commence with the 
reſcinding and aboliſhing of the injurious acts and 
illegal cuſtoms above-mentioned : thus would the 
Conſtitution, as if delivered from an oppreſſive 
weight that impedes its exertions, recover its ener- 
gies; while the principles on which it is founded 
would if uggeſt a ſimple practicable, and effectual 
plan for regulating thoſe elections, on which our 
freedom 


6 ) 
freedom, our happineſs, and our very national 
| exiſtence muſt depend. 


l conſiderations, the Sub- com- 
mittee have framed the following plan, in which 
they have made it their chief effort plainly to ex- 
preſs every material proviſion for ſecuring the free 
election of an independent Houſe of Parliament 
they have ſtudiouſly avoided entering into a de- 
tail—they have ſuggeſted to the beſt of their abi- 
lity a plan, founded upon conſtitutional principles, 
and the common right of mankind—a plan expe- 
dient in our preſent circumſtances, and which 
may with facility be carried into execution by the 
ſpirited, yet pacific efforts of the people; provided 
their breaſts are informed with the ſame ſentiments 
of public virtue, and ardent love of liberty, which 
have hitherto animated the exertions of the Engliſh 


Pay for taking the Suffrages of the People at 
the Election of Repreſentatives to ſerve in Par- 
liament. 


1. THAT each county be divided into as many 
diſtricts as it is intitled to elect repreſentatives, 
each diſtrict chuſing one repreſentative. 

LE 2] II. That 


(03 


mW. That the diviſion of the county into dif. 
tricts be conſtituted in ſuch a manner, that'each 
diſtrict contain nearly an equal number of males 
. competent to vote in elections; regard being had, 
as much as may be, to the parochial diviſions of 
the kingdom, ſo chat each diviſion comprehend a 
certain number of pariſhes : and moreover, that 
each diſtrict receive. its denomination from the 
pariſh containing the greateſt number of comes | 


TIE. That ihe election of beet nbers to ſerve 
in Parliament be held annually through England 
and Wales, upon the firſt - I veſday in July: that 
the election commence between the hours of eight | 
and eleven, and be finally « nn dels en of 
the ſame day. ee 

IV. That all the male ihkabjraiit of this TO 
try (aliens, minors, criminals, and infane perſons 
excepted) be admitted to vote at che election of 
repreſentatives, ſubject oply to the forms, ow £ 
ſions, and Nt er pe in this th pt 


v. That the nu aber of repreſemmbves, re- 
turned by the inhabitants of each county of Eng- 
land and Wales, be ſettled for the term of ſeven 
years next enſuing, Nl to the following 


ſcuccule, viz. 
8 That 


CG) 


That the county of Rutland, and the'two 
univerſities, return each two repreſen--— 
tatives, — — 2—6 
The counties of Huntingdon and Welt- | 
moreland, each three, — — 3— 6 
The county of Bedford five, — — 5— 5 
Berkſhire, Cumberland, Herafardfhire, 
each-fix, 7 ou — 6—18 
Bucks, Cambridgeſhire with Ely, Hert- 
fordſhire, Dorſet, Nottinghamſhire, 
Oxfordſhire, each ſeven,  — | — .,97—42 
Leiceſterſhire e — 8— 8 
Suſſex, Warwickſhire, amelie 92 
Cheſhire; Cornwall, Derbyſhire, North- . 
amptonſhire , * r each 
ten, — a 
Runde Mike, ach Maven, — 11-22 
Glouceſtexſhire thirten, — — 1 en 3 
Eſſex, Surrey with Southwark,” each ſix- 


teeny} [2111 — — 16-32, 
Lincolnſhire 8 — — =" 17 7 
Kent, Lancaſhire, OR Suffolk, | 

each eighteen, — ..... — 2 —5 


Durham biſhopric with. 5 | 

Aland, Devon, each twenty-one, — 2 142 | 
Norfolk twenty-two, — — 22—22 
Wales with Monmouth, thirty, — 30-30 
N Middleſex 


. 


1 * - * 


1 


(&) 


Middleſex with London and Weſtmin- 


ſter, forty-five, — — — 4485 
Yorkſhire forty-ſix, — — 46—46 


VI. That an end roll be kept of the male 


inhabitants competent to vote in each pariſh, con- 


tinued down to the firſt Tueſday in June ; and 
that no perſan be permitted to give his ſuffrage, 
whoſe name is not found in that roll, That this 
roll be delivered in upon oath of the clergyman, 
churchwardens, or other officers of the pariſh, 
to the churchwardens of that pariſh " the diſ- 


"GER PEE 


vil That the ſheriff, e with al the 


5 juſtices of the peace, mayor, aldermen, and ma- 


giſtrates, form in each county a grand inqueſt, 
for allotting the diſtricts in due proportion to the 
male inhabitants competent to vote, and for de- 
nominating the ſame : and that ſuch inqueſt be 
finally ſettled, and notice of the allotment given 


to each pariſh comprehended in the diſtrict, with- 


pad ieee e emen in 
June. | | 


VIII. That 


n 

VIII, That che election of the repreſentatives 
of the people be made at the principal town or 
W 

IX, That the poll of each diſtrict be taken by 
ballot, under the conduct of the churchwardens 
of the pariſh in the diſtrict where the election is 
made, \f : 


X. The churchwardens of the diſtrict, at the 
cloſe of the poll, ſhall declare the. name of the 
perſon elected, and certify the ſame to the ſheriff, 
in order to its being tranſmitted to the clerk oo 


NAN 
XI. That, che chnud? ittinh of Parliament 


ſhall commence upon the firſt Thurſday in No- 


vember, unleſs ſome extraordinary event, or ur- 
gent national buſineſs, ſhould make it indiſput- 
ably requiſite for the — n $44 
W ned | | 
XII, That the ſeſſion 1 terminate upon the laſt ' 
day of April, unleſs the national buſineſs ſhould 
be ſooner diſpatched ; the crown, nevertheleſs, 
having power to prolong the ſeſſion beyond the 
ſtated period, if any urgent buſineſs remain un- 
2 finiſhed ; 


S ,” 
„ 
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nue its Lung to the firſt 9 3 * 


XIII. That all the Members of the Commis 


Houfe” of Parliament, before taking their ſeats, 


declare upon oath, That they do not hold any of. 
fice or emolument at the will of the crown, or its 


ſervants, or any lord of parliament ; that they will 


give due attendance to buſineſs, and act with all 


ert une in che ee: 
* 7 ö N 6h 18 . 
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XIV. That all Oy Rs ſerving in wende 
be intitled to reaſonable wages, according 5 the: 
wholeſome moo of ancient times. 


* — 2928 ——- 
+ * S WF 5 a — > * FI ＋. 
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X. That all cdefion cauſes be finally aeciged 


a by jury before the Judges of Affe. * wy, 


1. ver de 
XVI. Tie ciny deen We - alga 


ſuffrage as an elector, be alſo eſteemed qualified 


to be cletted t to ſerve his r- in een 


* 


ET BRAND HOLLIS, Chaiman. 


